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VOLUME IV. 



Of the Author's 



works. 

CONTAINING, 

A Colle&ion of Tracts relating to 
Ireland ; among which are, The 
Drapers Letters to the People of 
Ireland^ againft receiving JVooH* 
Half-pence : Alfo, two Original 
Drapiers Letters y never before 
publiftied. 
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Printed by and for George Faulkner, Printer 
and Bookfeller, in Ejffix-Stmt, oppofite to th% 
J3ridge. M dcc xxxy : 
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Advertifement. 

THE enfuing Volume, which compleats the 
Set, contains all fucb Writings imputed to 
the Author, as relate to Ireland ; whereof the prin* 
cipal are called, The Drapier's Letters ; and to 
fhefe we have added two which were never printed 
before. They were procured from a Friend of tbt 
Author s in the original Manufcript, as we are of- 
fured, and have good Reafon to believe-, tbcfe who 
are better Judges will foon determine, whether they 
are genuine or no. It is the Opinion of fever al wife t 
Men, that the following Letters, and the other 
Writings relating to our poor Countrf, may be very 
ufeful to Pofierity, by warning them for the future 
to oppofe the fame, or the like evil Defigns, however 
plaufible they may at firfi appear to unthinking 
People ; or however artfully they may be reprefented % 
(like this definitive Projeft of William Wood) 
by thofe who were to divide the Spoil with that Im- 
pojtor\ or lafily by proftitute Flatterers, who are 
Jure to find their private Account in the Ruin of 
the Kingdom ; which Ruin would have certainly fol- 
lowed, if the Author, whoever bv were, bad not 
publijhed bis Letters in the mofi proper Junclure, 
and fitted to all Sorts of Readers ; whereby in two 
or three Months he turned the whole Nation, al- 
moft to a Man, againft that iniquitous Scheme. 

Perhaps the Reward which the jiutbor met with 
may appear exraordinary to tbofe w.ho may come af- 
ter us ; and we hope it will never be fo rgot. Upon the 
Publication of his fourth Letter x 1 i Proclamation 
was iffued out by the Lord-Lieut ena* *t and Council, 
fmntjing 300 L as a Reward fo any Perfon who 

fhouli 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Jhould dif cover the Author of that Letter : But be 
was then become too popular to be betrayed ; and be- 
fides we are informed, it never lay in the Power of 
the Printer to difcover him ; for the Copies were al- 
ways fent to the Prefs by fame obfcure Meffenger, 
. who never knew the Deliverer* but gave them in at 
a Window, as the Author himfelf obfervts in a Let- 
ter to Harding the Printer. His Amanuenfts was 
the only Perfon trufted ; to whom about two Tears, 
after he be flowed an Employment of 1 a Tear, as 
a Reward for his Fidelity. 

But left the Particulars of this pernicious Pro- 
jeff may be forgot, we think it proper to give a Jhort 
Account how it took its Rife. 

About the Tear 1722, under the Government of 
Charles Duke of Grafton, cue William Wood, <sf 
Hard-ware Alan from London, and a Bankrupt, 
by applying himfelf to fome in Power, and allcdging 
the great Want of Copper- Money in Ireland, pro- 
cured by very indirect Means a Patent for coining 
108,000 L to pafs as current Money in this King- 
dom. It was foon dif covered by the Author to be a 
vile Jobb from the Beginning to the End ; and that 
the chief Procurers of his Patent were to be Sharers 
in the Profits, tfhofe Politicians here, who out- 
wardly favoured the Pmjcti again ft their Confci* 
tnecs, if {they had any) called every Oppofttion to 
this Patent, by the Name of flying in the King's 
Face. 

This is enough for the Information of future 
Readers, becaxfe the Author in the Courfe of his 
Letters, gives full Satisfaction upon all Particulars 
. necefjary to be known. 

THE 
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THE 

Publiflier's Advertifemeht 

* a 

TO THE 

READER. 

IN the fecond Voiurtie o£ Do&or 
Swiffs and Mr. Popes Mifcella-* 
nies, I found the following Trea- 
tile, which had been printed in Lon+ 
dori) with fotne other of the Deans 
Works many Years before, but at firft 
came out by it felf in the Year 1708, 
as the Date (hews : And it was at a 
Jun&ure, when the Di[fenters were 
endeavouring to repeal the Sacratnen* 
tal Tejlj as by common Fame, and 
fome Pamphlets publiftied to the fame 
Purpofe, they feem to be now again 

B a attempt- 
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attempting, with great Hope of Suc- 
cefs. I have, therefore,, taken the 
Liberty to make an Extra& out of 
that Difcourfe, omitting only fome> 
Paflages, which relate to certain Per- 
Tons, and are of no Confequence to 
the Argument. But the Author's 
Way of Reafoning feems at prefent to 
have more Weight, than it had in 
thofe Times, when the Difcourfe firft 
appeared. 

The Author, in this Letter 5 perfo-* 
nates a Member of Parliament here, 
to a Member of Parliament in England. 

• The Speaker mentioned in this Let- 
ter was Allen Broderick, afterwards 
Chancellor and Lord Middleton\ and 
the Prelate was Dr. Lindjay^ after- 
wards Lord Primate* 



A L E T- 

4 

» 



Digitized by LaOOQle 



LETTER 

FRQM A 

ME M B E R 

O F T H E 

Houfe of Commons 

O F 

IRELAND, fire. 

SIR, 

■J Received your Letter, wherein you. 
tell me of the ftrange Reprcfentations 
made of us on your Side of the Wa- 
ter. The Inftance you are pleafed to 
mention, is that of the Presbyterian 
Miffionary, who, according to your Phrafe, hath 
been lately pcrfecuted in Drogheda for his Religion; 
but it is eafy to obferve, how mighty induftrious 
fome People have been for three or four Years part, 

tq 
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to hand about Stories of the Hardships, the Merits 
the. Number, and the Power of the Presbyterians in 
frfland, to raife formidable Ideas of the Dangers of 
Popery there, *nd to tranfrnit all for England, im- 
proved by great Additions, and wi^h fpecial Care to 
have them inferted, with Comments, in rhofe infa- 
mous weekly Papers that infeft your Coffee-Houfes. 
So, when the Claufe ena&ing a Sacramental fefl was 
put in Execution, it was given out in England, that 
half the Juftices of Peace* through this Kingdom had 
laid down their Commiffiqns ; whereas, uponfcxami- 
nation, the whole Number was found to amount on- 
ly to a Dozen or Thirteen, and thofe generally of 
the loweft Rate in Fortune and Underftanding, and 
fome of them fuperannuated. So, when the Earl of 
Pembroke was in Ireland, and the Parliament fitting, 
^ formal Story wa$ Very gravely carried to his Excel- 
lency by fome zealous Members, of a Prieft newly 
arrive p\ from Abroad, to the North-Weft Pans of Ire- 
land, who had publickly preached toliis People, to fall 
amurthering the Proteflants; which Abufe, although 
Invented to ferve an End they were then upon, and 
are ftill driving at, was prefently handed oyer, and 
printedwith Ihrewd Remarks by your worthy Scri- 
blers. In like Manner, the Account of that Perfon 
who was lately expelled ourUniverfity for refleftinp 
on the Memory of King Wplliam, what a Duft ft 
raifed, and how foully it was related, is ftcftj enough 
in Memory . ^-either would People be convinced, 
till the yniver(ity was at the Pains of publifhing a 
Latin Paper to juftify themfelves. And, to mentiort 
no more, this Story of the Perfection at IXrcgbeda, 
how it hath been fpread and aggravated, what Con- 
sequences drawn from ir, and what Reproaches fixed 

on 
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pn tjiofe who have legft defervecf them, yre are alrea- 
dy informed Now, if the End ojt* all thjs Proceed- 
ing were a Secret and Myftery, I (hould not pretend 
to give it an Interpretation. But fufficient Care hath 
been taken to explain it. pirft, by Addreffes artifi- 
cially (if not illegally) procured, to Ihew the mife- 
rable State of the DilTenters in Ireland, by reafon of 
the Sacramental fa ft, and to defire the Queen's In* 
ferceffion that it might be repealed. Then it is ma- 
nifeft, that our * Speaker, when he y??s la# Year in 
fLnrland, follicited, in Perfon, feveral Members of 
both Houfes, to have it repealed by an Aft there, al- 
though it be a Matter purely national, that cannot 
poffibly interfere with the Trade and Intereft of Eng- 
land, and although he himfelf appeared formerly the 
moft zealous of all Men againft the Injuftice of hand- 
ing a Nation by Laws, to which they do not content. 
And laftly, thofe weekly Libellers, whenever they 
£et a Tale by the End relating to Ireland, without 
pnce troubling their Thoughts about the Truth, al- 
ways end it with an Application againft the Sacra- 
mental T * f Jt, and the abfolute Neceffity there is of re- 
pealing it in both Kingdoms. I know it may be rec- 
koned a We^knefs to fay any thing of fucji Trifles 
as are below a ferious Man's Notice \ Much left would 
I difparage the Underftanding of any Party, to think 
they would choofe the Vileft and moft Ignorant a- 
mong Mankind, to employ them for Afferters of a 
Cauie. I (hall only fay, that the fcandalous Liberty 
thofe Wretches take, would hardly be allowed, if it 
were not mingled with Opinions ttut jfotye Men 
would be glad to advance. Befides, how infipid fo- 

evet 

* Mr. Broderick* afterwards Chancellor. 
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fcVer tKofe Papers are, they feem to be levelled to the 
XJnderftandings of a great Number. They are grown* 
a neceflkry Part in Coffee-houfe Furniture, ana fome 
Time or other happen to be read by Cuftomers of all 
Ranks, for Curiofity or Amufement ; becaufe they 
Jie always in the Way. One of thefe Authors (the 
Fellow that was 5 pllorycd, I have forgot his Name) 
is indeed fo grave, fententious, dogmatical a Rogue, 
that there is no enduring him; the Qbfervator is 
much the brisker of the two ; and, I think, farther 
gone of late in Lies and Impudence than his Presby- 
terian Brother. 

I now come to anfwcr the other Part of your 
Letter, and lhall give you my Opinion freely about 
repealing the Sacramental Tefi \ only, whereas yovi » 
defire my Thoughts as a Friend, and not as I am a 
Member of parliament, I muft allure you they are 
exaftly the fame in both Capacities. 

I must begin by telling you, we are generally fur- 
prifed at your wonderful Kindnefs to us on this Oc- 
cafion, in being fo very indubious to teach us to fee 
our Interefts, in a Point where we are fo unable to fee 
it our felves. This hath given us fome Sufpicion ; . 
and although, in my own Particular, I am hugely 
jsent to believe, that whenever you concern you? 
felves in our Affairs, it is certainly for our Good; yet 
1 have the Misfortune to be fomething lingular in this 
Belief, and therefore I never attempted to juftify it, 
but content my felf to poffefs my own Opinion in 
t private, for fear of encountring Men of more Wit, or 
Words than I have to fpare. 

We 
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We at this Diftance, who fee nothing of the 
Spring of Aftions, are forced, by mere Conjefture, to 
aflign two Reafons for your defiring us to repeal the 
Sacramental T 'eft. One is, becaufe you are faid to 
imagine it will be a Step towards the like good Work 
in England : The other more immediate, that it will 
open a Way for rewardingyiwra/ Perfons, who have 
iwell deferved upon a great Occafion, but who are 
now unqualified through that Impediment. 

1 do not frequently quote Poets, efpecially Englijh, 
but I rememfjer there is in fome of Mr. Cowley s Love 
Verfes, a Straio that I thought extraordinary at Fif- 
teen, and have often fince imagined it to be fpoken 
by Ireland. 

Forbid it Heaven my Life jbotild be 
Weighed with her leaft Conveniency. 

In (hort, whatever Advantage you propofe to your 
' felves by repealing the Sacramental Teft, fpeak it out 
plainly, it is the beft Argument you can ufe, for we 
value your Intereft much more than our own. If 
your little Finger be fore, and you think a Poultice 
made of our Vitals will give it any Eafe, fpeak the 
Word, and it lhall be done ; the Intereft of our 
whole Kingdom is, at any Time, ready to ftrike to 
that of your pooreft Fijhing Towns ; it is hard you 
will not accept our Services, unlefs we believe, at 
the fame Time, that you are only confulting our Pro- 
fit, and giving us Marks of your Love. If there be 
a Fire at fome Diftance, and I immediately blow up 
my Houfe before there be Occafion, becaufe you are 
a Man of Quality, and apprehend fome Danger to a 
Corner of your Stable ; yet why (hould you require 
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me to attend next Morning at your Levee, with my 
humble Thanks for the Favour you have done me ? 

If we might be allowed to judge for our lelves, 
we had Abundance of Benefit by the Sacramental 
<Teft, and forefee a Number of Mifchiefs would 
be the Confequence of repealing it \ and we conceive 
the Objeftions made againft it by the JDijfenters, are 
of no Manner of Force : They tell us of their Me- 
rits in the late War in Ireland, and how thearfully 
fhey engaged for the Safety of the Nation ; that if 
they ha J thought they were fighting only other Peo- 
ples Quarrels, perhaps it might h ave cooled their 
Zeal ; and that, for the Future, they fhall fit down 
quietly, and let us do our Work our felyes ; nay, 
that it is neceflary they lhould do fo, fince they can- 
not take up Arms under the Penalty of High- 
Treafon. 

Now, fuppofing them to have done their Duty, 
as I believe they did, and not to trouble them about 
tlv* Fly on the Wheel ; I thought Liberty, property y 
and Religion had been the three Subje&s of the Quar- 
rel : And have not all thofe been amply fecured to 
them? Had they, at that Time, o mental RcfervatiQn 
for Power and Employments ? And mull thefe two 
Articles be added henceforward in our National Quar- 
rels? It is grown a mighty Conceit, among foine 
Men, to melt down the Phrafe of ^Church eficibltped 
T?y Law, into that of the Religion of the Magtfirate ; 
of which Apellation it is eafier to find the Reafon 
than the Senfe : If, by the Magi fir ate, they mean 
the Prince, the Eftablifhed Church was the fame it 
is now : If, by the fame Word they mean the Legi- 
flature, we defire no more. Be that as it will, we of 
this Kingdom believe the Church of Ireland ro be 
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jthe National Church, and the only one efhbli(he$ 
Jby Law ; and are willing, by the faine Law, to giv$ 
a Toleration to Diffenters. But if once we repeal ou* 
Sacramental Tefi, and grant a Toleration , or fufpend 
the Execution of the Penal Laws, I do not fee how 
we can be faid to have any Eftablifhed Church re^- 
jnaining ; or rather why there will no; be as many 
Eftablilhed Churches as there areSeffc of Diffenters. 
No, fay they, yours will ftill be the National Church, 
becaufe your Bifhops and Clergy are maintained by 
the Pubiick ; but, That, I fuppQle, vt\ll be of no long 
Duration, and it would be very unjuft it ftiould ; fce- 
caufe, to fpeak in Tindafs Phrafe, it is not reafonabje 
jhat Revenues ftiould be annexed to one Opinion 
more than another, when all are equally lawful ; and it 
is the fame Author's Maxim, That no free-Thorn Subjeft 
ought to pay for maintaining Speculations he does not 
believe. But why Jhould any Man, upon Account of 
Opinions be cannot help, be deprived the Opportunity 
pf f crying bis .Queen qnd Country? Their Zeal is 
commendable, and when Employments go a begging 
for want of Hands, they (hall be fyre to have the Refu- 
fal; only, upon Condition, that they will not pretend 
to them upon Maxims which equally include jitbeifis 9 
Turks, Jews, Infidels and Hereticks ; or which is 
itill more dangerous, even fapijts themfelyes; the 
former you allow, the other you deny, becaufe rhefe 
laft own a foreign Power, and therefore muft be fliut 
put. Bi|t there is no great Weight in this ; for their 
Religion can fuit with free Spates, with limited or 
abfolute. Monarchies, as well as a better ; and the 
fope's' Power in France is but a Shadow ; fo that, 
ppon'this Foot, there need be no great Danger to the 
QonftitiHion, by admitting Papifis to Employments. 
<• ' ' * ' ; • 1 " ' '' I will 
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I will help you to enough of them, who ftiall be 
ready to allow the Pope as little Power here as you 
pleafe ; and the bare Opinion of his being Vicar of 
Chrift, is but a fpeculative Point, for which no Man, 
it feems, ought to be deprived the Capacity of fer- 
ving his Country. 

But, if you pleafe, I will tell you the great Ob- 
jection we have againft repealing this fame Sacra- 
mental Tejl. Ir is, that we are verily perfwaded the 
Confequence will be an entire Alteration of Religion 
.among us, in a no great Compafs of Years. And, 
pray obferve, how we reafon here in Ireland upon 
this Matter. - - ? V 

We obferve the ScoU, in our Northern Parts, to 
be an induftrious People, Sxtreamly devoted to their 
Religion, and full of an undtflurbed Affe&ion to- 
wards each other. Numbers of that noble Nation* 
invited by the Fertilities of the Soil, are glad to ex- 
change their barren Hills of Loughabar, by a Voyage 
of three Hours, for our fruitful Vales of Down and 
Antrim, fo produ&ive of that Grain, which, at lit 
tie Trouble and lefs Expence, finds Diet and Lodg- 
ing for themfelves and their Cattle. Thefe People 
by their extream Parfimony, wonderful Dexterity in 
Dealing, and firm Adherence to one another, foon 
grow into Wealrh from the fraalleft Beginnings, ne- 
ver are rooted out where they once fix, and incre.ife 
daily by new Supplies. Befides, when they are the 
fuperior Number in any Traft of Ground, they are 
nor over patient of Mixture-, but fuch, whom they 
cannot ajftmilate, foon find it their Inr.ereft to re- 
jnove. I have done all in my Power, on fome Land 
of my own, to preferve two or three Engli/b Fel- 
lows in their Neighbourhood, but found it impoffi- 
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ble, although one of them thought he had fufficient- 
ly made his Court by turning Presbyterian. Add to 
all this, that they bring along with them from Scot- 
land, a moft formidable Notion of our Church, 
which they look upon, at leaft, three Degrees worfe 
than Popery ; and it is natural it (hould be fo, ilnce 
they come over full fraught with that Spirit which 
taught them to abolifh Epifcopacy at home. 

Then we proceed farther, and obferve, that the 
Gentlemen of Employments here, make a very con- 
fiderable Number in the Houfe of Commons, and 
have no other Merit but that of doing their Duty in 
their feveral Stations; therefore, when the Te/l is re- 
pealed, it will be highly reafonable they (hould give 
Place to thofe who have much greater Services to 
plead. The Commiffions ot the Revenue are foon 
difpofed of, and the Colle&ors, and other Officers 
throughout the Kingdom, are generally appointed by 
the Commiffiohers, which give them a might/ In- 
fluence in every County. As much may be faid of 
the great Offices in the Law ; and when this Door is 
open to let t)ijjenters into the Commiffions of the 
Peace, to make them High-Sheriffs, Mayors of Cor- 
porations, and Officers of the Army and Militia; I 
do not fee how it can be otherwife, confidering theif 
Induftry and our Supinenefs, but that they may, in 4 
very few Years, grow to a Majority in the Houfe oi 
Commons, and confequently make themfelves the 
National Religion, ftnd have a fair Ptetence to de- 
mand the Revenues of the Church for their Teach- 
ers. I know it will be obje&ed, that if all this ihould 
happen as I defcribe, yet the Presbyterian Religion 
Could never be made the National by Acl: of Parlia- 
ment, becaufe our Bifhops are fo great a Number in 

the 
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the Houfe of Lords ; and without i Majority there, 
the Church could not be abolrfhed. But I have two 
very good Expedients for that, which Ifhall leave yoii 
to guefs, and, I dare fwear, our Speaker here has often 
thought on, efpetially having endeavoured at one of 
them fo lately. That this Defign is not fb foreigii 
from fome Peoples Thoughts, I muft let you know 
what an honeft * Bell-weather of our Houfe (yoii 
have him now in England, I wifti you could keep 
him there) had the Impudence, fome Years ago, irt 
Parliament Time, to (hake my Lord Bifhop of Killa- 
loo by his Lawn Sleeve, and tell him in a threatening 
Manner, That be looped to live to fee the Day, when 
there fboald not be one of his Order in the Kingdom. 

These laft Lines, perhaps, you think a Digreffion ; 
therefore to return, I have told you the Confluen- 
ces we fully reckon upon, from repealing the Sacra- 
mental Tejl, which although the greateft Number of 
fuch as are for doing it, are adually in no Manner of 
Pain about, and many oi them care not three Pence 
"whether there be any Church or no ; yet, becaufe they 
pretend to argue from Conscience as well as Policy and 
Intereft, I thought it proper to underftand arid an- 
fwer them accordingly. 

Now, Sir, in Anfwer to your Queftion, Whethef 
if any Attempt ftiould be made here for repealing the 
Sacramental Teji, it would be likely to fucceed? 
The Number of profeft Difentcrs in this Parliament 
was, as I remember, fomethirtg under a Dozen, and 
I cannot call to mind above Thirty others who were 
cxpefted to fell in with them. This is certain, that 
tht Prebyteriart Party having with great Induftry mu- 
ftcred up their Forces, did endeavour one Day, upon 

Oc- 
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Occafion of a Mint in my Lord Pembroke's Speech, 
to introduce a Debate about repealing focteft Qaufei 
when there appeared, at leaft, four to one Odds a- 
gainft them ; and the ableft of thofe, who were rec- 
koned the moll ftanch and thorough-paced Whirs 
upon all other Occafions, fell off with an Abhor- 
rence at the firft Mention of this. 

I must defire you to take Nonce, that the Terms 
of Whig and Tory, do not properly exprefs the diffe- 
rent Interefts in out Parliament. 

Whoever bears a true Veriehttion for the Glori- 
ous Memory of King William, as our great Deliverer 
from Popery and Slavery ; whoever is firmly loyal ro 
our prefent Queen, with an utter Abhorrence and 
Dereftation of the Pretender ; whoever approves the 
Succeffion to the Grown in the Houfe of Hanover 
and is for pfeferving the Doftrine and Difcipline of 
the Church of England, with an Indulgence for ("cra- 
pulous Conscience* ; fuch a Man, we think, a£fs up- 
on right Principles, and may be juftly allowed a 
Whig- and, I beheve, there are not fix Members in 
our Houfe of Commons who may not fairly come 
under this Defcnpnon. So that the Parties among 
us are made up, on one fide, of moderdte Whirs and 

Zl° ^ n T° f Pr "¥ eria " s ^d their letters'; 
by which laft I mean, fuch who can equally go to a 
Church, or a Conventicle ; or fuch who are indiffe- 
rent to aU Religion in general; or, laftly, fuch who 
affeft to bear a perfonal Rancor towards the Clergy. 
Thefe laft, are a Set of Men not of our own Growth ; 
their Principles, at leaft, hare been imported of late 
Years; yet this whol*Party, put together, will not, I 
am confident, amount to above fifty Men in Parlia- 
ment which can hardly be worked up into a Majo- 
rity of three Hundred. A$ 
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As to the Houfe of Lords, the Difficulty there ii 
conceived, at leaft, as great as in ours. ' So many of 
dur Temporal Peers live in England, that the BifhopS 
are generally pretty near a Par of the Houfe, and we 
reckon t they will be all to a Man againft repealing the 
Heft ; and yet their Lordftiips are generally thought as 
good Whigs upon our Principles as any in the King- 
dom. There are, indeed, a few Lay Lords who ap- 
pear to have no great Devotion for Epifcopacy ; and 
perhaps one or two more, with whom certain power- 
ful Motives might be ufed for removing any Difficul- 
ty whatfoever ; but thefe are in no fort of a Number 
to carry any Point againft a Conjunftion of the reft* 
With the whole Bench of Bifhops. 

Besides, the intire Body of our Clergy is utterly 
againft repealing the feft, although they are entirely 
devoted to her Majefty, and hardly One in a Hun- 
dred w ho are not very good Whigs , in our Accepta- 
tion of the Word. And I muft let you know, that 
we of Ireland, are not yet come up to other Folks 
Refinement : For w T e generally love and efteem our 
Clergy, and think they deferve it; nay, we are apt 
to lay fome Weight upon their Opinions, and would 
not willingly diloblige them, at leaft, unlefs it were 
upon fome greater Point of Intereft than this. And 
their Judgment, in the prefent Affair, is the more to be 
regarded, becaufe they are the laft Perfons who will 
be affe&ed by it : This makes us think them impar- 
tial, and that their Concern is only for Religion and 
the Intereft of the Kingdom Becaufe, the Aft 
\vhich repeals the Teft, will only qualify a Layman 

for 

r r 

t N. B. Things are quite altered in that Bench, fincc this 
Difcourfe was written. 
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f6t ah Employment, but not a Presbyterian or Ana* 
l/apttji Preacher for a Church Living. Now I muft 
take Leave to inform you, that feveral Members of 
ourHoufe, and my felf among the reft, knowing* 
fome Time ago, what was upon the Anvil, weht to 
all the Clergy we knew of any Diftindiori, and de- 
fired their Judgment in the Matter, wherein wo 
found a moft wonderful Agreement ; there being but 
one Divine, that we could hear of, in the whole 
Kingdom, who appeared of a contrary Sentiment ; 
wherein he afterwards flood alone in the Convoca- 
tion, very little to his Credit, although, as he hoped, 
very much to his Intereft. 

I will now confider, a little, the Arguments of- 
fered to fhew the Advantages, or rather Neceffity of 
repealing the Tefl in Ireland, We are told, the Po- 
fifir Intereft is here fo formidable; that all Hands 
ihould be joined to keep it under ; that the only 
Names of Diftin&ions among us, ought to be thofe 
of Protejtant and Papift ; and that this Expedient is 
the only Means to unite all Proteftants upon one 
common Bottom. All which is nothing but Mifre» 
prefentation and Mi (lake. 

If we were under any real Fear of the Papifts in 
this Kingdom, it would be hard to think us fo ftupid* 
as not to be equally apprehenfive with othersfmce we 
are likely to be the greateft, and more immediate 
Sufferers ; but, on the contrary, we look upon them 
to be altogether as inconfiderable as the Women and 
Children. Their Lands are almoft entirely taken 
from them, and they are rendered uncapable of pur* 
chafing any more; and for the little that remains, 
Provision is made by the Jate ASt againft Popery, that 
it will daily crumble away : To prevent which, fome 

Vot. iv. r. of 
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of the rrfoff! confiderable among them are already 
turned Proteftants, and fo, in all Probability, will 
many more. Then, the Popifh Priefts are all regi- 
ftered, and without Permiflion (which, I hope, will 
not be granted) they can have no Succeffors ; fo that 
the Proteftant Clergy will find it, perhaps, no difficult 
Matter to bring great Numbers over to the Church ; 
and, in the mean Time, the common People without 
Leaders, without Difcipline, or natural Courage, be- 
ing little better than Hewers of Wood, and Drawers 
of Water, are out of all Capacity of doing any Mif- 
diief, if they were ever fo well inclined. Neither 
are they, at all, likely to join in any confiderable 
Numbers with an Invader, having found fo ill Suc- 
cefs when they were much more numerous and pow- 
erful ; when they had a Prince of their own Reli- 
gion to head them, had been trained for feme Years 
under a Poptjh Deputy, and received fuch mighty 
Aids from the French King. 

As to that Argument uled for repealing the Tejf\ 
that it will unite all Proteftants againft the com- 
mon^Eu'emy-, I wonder by what Figure thofe Gentle- 
men fpeak, who are pleafed to advance it : Suppofe, 
in order to encreafe the Ffiendfhip between you and 
me, a Law Ihould pafs that I muft have Half your 
Eftate ; do you think that would much advance the 
Union between us ? Or, fuppofe I fhare my Fortune 
equally between my own Children, and a Stranger, 
whom I take into my Prote&ion ; will that be a Me- 
thod to unite them ? It is an odd way of uniting Par- 
ries, to deprive a Majority of Part of their antient 
Right, by conferring it on a Faff ion who had never 
any Right at all, and therefore cannot be faid to fuf- 
fer any Lois or Injury, if it be refufed rhent Neither 

is 
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is it tery clear, how far fome People may ftretch tKe. 
Term of common Enemy: How many are there of 
thofe that call themfelves Proteftants, who look upon 
pur Worfhip to be idolatrous as well as that of the 
Papi/Is, and with great Charity put Prelacy and Po- 
pery together, as Terms convertible ? 

And, therefore, there is one fmall Doubt I would 
be willingly fatisfied in, before I agree to the repeal- 
ing of the tejl ; that is, whether thefe fame Prote- 
ftants, when they hare, by their Dexterity, made 
themfelves the National Religion, and difpofed the 
Church Revenues among their Pajtors or themfelves, 
will be fo kind to allow us Dijfentcrs, I do nor fay a 
Share in Employments, but a bare toleration by Law. 
The Reafon of my Doubt is, becaufe I have been fo 
very idle as to read above fifty Pamphlets, written 
by as many Presbyterian Divines, loudly difclaiming 
this Idol toleration ; fome of them calling it (I know 
hot how properly) a Rag of Popery , and all agree- 
ing, it was to ejiablifb Iniquity by a Law. Now, I 
would be glad to know when and where their Suc- 
ceffors have renounced this Dodfcrine, and before what 
Witneffes. Becaufe, methinks, I (hould be loath tor 
fee my poor titular Bifhop in partibus, feized on by 
Miftake in the Dark for a Jefuit, or be forced my 
felf to keep a Chaplain difguifed like my Butler, and 
fteal to Prayers in a back Room, as my Grandfather 
ufed in thofe Times when the Church of England 
was malignant. 

But this is ripping itp old Quarrels long forgot ; 
Popery is now the common Enemy again ft which we 
muft all unite : I have been rircd in Hiftory with the 
perpetual Folly of thofeStates, who called inForeigners 
to affift them againft a common Enemy : But the Mrf- 
Vol. IV. C* thief 
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chief was, thefe Mies would never Be brought to 
allow -that the -common Enemy was quite fubduedl And 
they had Reafon; for it proved at laft, that one Pare 
ot the common Enemy was thofe who called them in ; 
and fo the Mies became at length the Mailers. 

It is agreed, among Naruralifts, that a Lyon is i 
larger, a ftronger, and more dangerous Enemy than a 
Cat; yet ifa Man were to have his Choice, either a 
Lyon at his Foot, bound faft with three or four 
Chains, his Teeth drawn out, and his Claws pared 
to the Quick, or an angry Cat in foil Liberty at his 
Throat; he would take no long Time to determine. 

I have been fomenmes admiring the wonderful 
Signihcancy of that Word Perfecution, and what va- 
rious Interpretations it hath acquired even within my 
Memory. When I was a Boy, I often heard the 
Presbyterians comjAzm, that they were not permitted 
to ferveGod in their own Way ; they faid, they did 
not repine at our Employments, bur thought that all 
Men, who live peaceably, ought to have Liberty of 
Conference, and Leave to aflemble. That Impedi- 
ment being removed at rhe Revolution, theyfoon 
learnpd to fwallow the Sacramental Tefi, and began 
to take very large Steps, wherein all who offered to 
oppofe them, were called Men of a perfecting Spi- 
rit. During the Tune the Bill againlt Occasional 
Conformity was on Foot, Perfecution was every Day 
rung in our Ears, and now at laft the Sacramental 
Tejt it felf has the fame Name. Where then is this 
Matter likely to end, when the obtaining of one Re- 
queft is only ufed as a Step to demand another * A 
Lover is ever complaining of Cruelty, while any 
thing is denied him ; and when the Lady ceafes to be 
truth ftie i$ from the next Moment at hi» Mercy : 

/ So 
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So Perfecutiop, it feems, is every Thing that will no| 
leave it in Men s Power to perfecate other?. 

There is one Argument offered agaiaft a Sacra- 
mental Teft, by a Sort of Men who are content to 
be ftiled of the Church of England, who, perhaps, 
attend its Service in the Morning, and go with their 
Wives to a Conventicle in the Afternoon, confeffing 
they hear very good Doftrine in both. Thefe Men 
are much offended, that fo holy an Inftitutton as that 
of the Lord's Supper, fhould be made fubfervient to 
fuch mercenary Purpofes, as the getting of an Em- 
ployment. Now, it feems, the Law concluding all 
Men to be Members of that Church where they re- 
ceive the Sacrament ; and fuppofing all Men to live* 
Jike Chriftians (efpccially thofe who are to have 
Employments) did imagine they received the Sacra- 
ment, in Courfe, about four Times a Year, and 
therefore only defired it might appear by Certificate to 
the Publick, that fuch who took an Office, were 
Members of the Church eftablifhed, by doing their 
ordinary Duty. However, lejt we potild offend them % 
we have often defired they would deal candidly with 
us; for if the Matter ftuck only there, we would 
propofe it in Parliament, that every Man who takes 
an Employment, fhould, inftead of receiving the Sa- 
crament, be obliged to fwear, that he is a Member 
of the Church ot Ireland by Law eftablifhed, with 
Epifcopacy, and fo forth ; and as they do now in 
Scotland, to be true to the Kirk. But when we 
drive them thus far, they always retire to the main 
Body of the Argument, urge the Hardfhip that Men 
fhould be deprived the Liberty of ferving their Queer* 
and Country, on Account of their Confcience : And, 
in fhort, have Recourfe to the common Stile of their 
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half Brethren. Now, whether this be fl fincere 
Way of arguing, I will appeal to any other Judgment 
Jmt theirs. 

There is another Topick of Clamour fomewhat 
parallel to the foregoing; it feems, by the Teft 
Claufe, the Jidj/itary Officers are obliged to receive 
the Sacrament as well as the Civil, And ir is a Mat- 
ter of fome Patience, to hear the Vijfenters declaim- 
ing upon this Occafion : They cry they are difarmed* 
tjiey are ufed like Papijls ; when an Enemy appears 
at Home, or from Abroad, they muft fit ftill, and fee 
their Throats cut, or be hanged for High Treafon if 
they offer to defend themfelyes. Miferable Condi- 
pon ! Woeful Dilemma ! It is happy for us all, that 
(the Pretender wa? not apprifed of this paJSve Presby- 
terian Principle, elfe he would have infallibly landed 
in our Northern Parts, and found them all fat down 
in their Formalities, as the Gauls did the Roman Se- 
nators, ready to die with Honour in their Calling?. 
Sometimes, to appeafe their Indignation, we venture 
to give them Hopes, that, in fuch a Cafe, the Go- 
vernment will perhaps connive, and hardly be fo fe- 
Vere eo hang them for defending it againft the Letter 
of the Law ; to which they readily anfwer, that 
they will nop lie at our Mercy, but let us fight our 
Battles our felves. Sometimes we offer to get an 
Aft, by which, upon all Popifb Infurreftions at 
Home, or Popijh Invafionsfrom Abroad, the Govern- 
ment ftiall be impowered to grant Commiflions to all 
Proteftants whatsoever, without that perfecting Cir- 
cumftance of obliging them to fay their Prayers 
when they receive the Sacrament ; but they abhor 
all Thoughts of occajional Commiflions, they will not 
do ourprudgery, and we reap the Benefit; it is no; 

worth 
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and Lives, than the Pleafure of governing. 

But to bring this Difcourfe towards a Conclufion. 
If the Diflenters will be fatisfied with fuch a Tolera- 
tion by Law, as hath been granted them in England, 
I believe the Majority of both Houfes will fall readi- 
ly in with it ; farther it will be hard to perfwade this 
Houfe of Commons, and, perhaps, much harder the 
next. For, to fay the Truth, we make a mighty 
Difference here between fuffering Thiftles to grow 
among us, and wearing them for Pojies. We are 
fiilly convinced in our Confciences, that We (hall al- 
ways tolerate them % but not quite fo fully, that They 
will always tolerate us, when it comes to their Turn ; 
and We are the Majority, and We are in Pofleffion. 

He who argues in Defence of a Law in Force, 
not antiquated or obfojete, but lately ena&ed, is cer- 
tainly on the faferSide, and may be allowed to point 
out the Dangers he conceives to forefee in the Abro- 
gation of it. 

For if the Confequences of repealing thisClaufe, 
Ihould, at fome tirne or other, enable the Presbyte* 
rians to work themfelves up into the National 
Church ; inftead of uniting Proteftants, it would fow 



Cuffs again with each other, about Power and Pre T 
ferment; and the J)iJfcnttngEpif copals, perhaps, dif^ 
contented to fuch a Degree, as, upon fome fair an* 
happy Occafion, would be able to fhake the firmei^ 
Loyalty, which none can deny theirs to be. 

Neither is it very difficult to conje&ure, frorq 
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like to drive wherever it gets the Whip and the Seat. 
They have already fet up Courts of Spiritual Judica- 
ture, in open Contempt of the Law: They fend 
Miflionaries every where, without being invited, in 
order to convert the Church of Ungland Folks to 
Cbrifiianity. They are as vigilant as / know wbc 9 
to attend Perfons on their Death-Beds, and for Pur- 
pofes much alike. And what Pradices fucji Prin- 
ciples as thefe (with many others that might be in- 
vidious to mention) may fpawn, when they are laid 
put to the Sun, you may determine at Leifure. 

Lastly, whether we are fo entirely fure of their 
Loyalty upon the prefent Foot of Government as you . 
pay imagine, their Detra&ors make a Queftion, 
which, however, does, I think, by no Means affeft 
the Body of Diffenters ; but the Inftance produced, 
is of fome among their leading Teachers in the North, 
who refufed the Abjuration Oath, yet continue their 
Preaching, and have Abundance of Followers. The 
Particulars are out of my Head, but thelafj; is noto- 
rious enough, and, I believe, hath bee* n publiflied ; I 
think it a Pity it has not been remedied. 

Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own Opi- 
nion, as well as that of a great Majority in both 
Houfe^ here, relating to this weighty Affair, upon 
which, I am confident, you may U curely reckon. I 

will leave you to make what Ufc of it you pleafc. 
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Digitized by Google 



4 

PROPOSAL 

FOR THE 

■ « 

Universal USE 

O F 

Manufa&ure, 

IN 

Cl oaths, and Furniture of Hqufes, ^»<r. 

v 

UTTERLY 

■ 

RejeBlng and Renouncing every Thing 
wearable that comes from 

ENGLAND. 

Written in the Year 1720. 




" ." 1 

printed in the Year Mdccxxxiii. 



uiymzt 



►ogle 



Digitized by Google 




A 

# 

PROPOSAL 

FOR THE 

UNIVERSAL USE 
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Irijh Manufacture, £sV. 

^^^^^T is the peculiar Felicity and Prudence 
fimjg of the People in this Kingdom, that 

whatever Commodities, or Productions, 
^^^^^m ^ e under the greateft Difcouragements 

from England, thofe are what they are 
fure to be moft induftrious in cultivating and fpread- 
ing. jigriculture, which hath been the principal 
J - Care 
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Care of all wife Nations, and for the Encouragement 
whereof there are fo many Statute-Laws in England, 
We countenance fo well, that the Landlords are eve- 
ry where, by penal Qlaufes, abfolutely prohibiting 
their Tenants frorn Plowing ; not farisfied to confine 
them within certain Limitations, as it is thePraftice 
of the Englijh ; one Effed: of which, is already feen 
in the prodigious Dearnefs of Corn, and the Impor- 
tation of it from London, as the cheaper Market : 
And, becaufe People are the Riches of a Country , 
and that our Neighbours have done, and are doing 
all that in them lie, to make our Wool a Drug to us, 
and a Monopoly to them ; therefore, the politick 
Gentlemen of Ireland have depopulated vafts Tra$s 
of the beft Land, for the feeding of Sheep. 

I could fill a Volume as large as the Hijlory of 
the wife Men of Goat bam, with a Catalogue only of 
fome wonderful Laws and Cuftoms we have obfer- 
ved within thirty Years paft. It is true, indeed, our 
beneficial Traffick of Wool with France, hath been 
our only Support for feveral Years paft ; furnilhing us 
all the little Money we have to pay our Rents, and 
go to Market. But our Merchants affure me, This 
Trade hath received a great Damp by the prefent 
fluSuating Condition of the Coin in France ; and that 
moft of their Wtne is paid for in Specie, without car- 
tying thither any Commodity from hence. 

Howevhr, fince we are fo univerfally bent upon 
enlarging our Flocks, it may be worth inquiring, what 
we fliall do with our Wool, in cafe Barn/fable 
fhould be over-flocked, and our French Commerce 
fhould fail ? 

I 
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I SHouLi) wifli the Parliament had thought fit td 
have fufpended their Regulation of Church Matters, 
and Enlargements of the Prerogative, until a more 
convenient Time, becaufe they did riot appear very 
prefling, fat leaft to the Perfons principally concerned} 
and, inftead of thofe great Refinements in Politicks 
and Divinity, had amufed Themfelves and their 
Committees, a little, with the State of the Nation. 
For Example : What if the Houfe of Commons had 
thought fit to make a Refolution, Nemine Contradi- 
iente, againft wearing any Cloath or Stuff in their 
Families, which were not of the Growth and Ma- 
hufafture of this Kingdom ? What if they had ex- 
tended it fo far, as utterly to exclude all Silks, Vel- 
vets, Calicoes, and the whole Lexicon of Female 
Fopperies ; and declared, that whoever a&ed other- 
wife, fliould be deemed and reputed an Enemy to the 
Nation? What if they had fent up fuch a Refolu- 
tion to be agreed to by the Houfe of Lofck; and by 
their own Pra&ice and Encouragement, fpread the 
Execution of it in their feveral Countries ? What if 
we fliould agree to make burying in Woollen a Fa- 
fbion, a* our Neighbours have made it a Law ? 
What if the Ladies would be content with Irifb 
Stuffs for the Furniture of their Houfes, for Gowns 
and Petticoats to themfelves and their Daughters? 
Upon the whole, and to crown all the relt let a 
fihn Refolution be taken, by Male and Female, never 
to appeat with one fingle Shred that comes from 
England i and let all the People fay, AMEN. 

* rl T PTy ^ bdieVe ' norhin § could pleafe his Ma^ 
jefty better than to hear that his loyal Subjedb, of 

both Sexes, m this Kingdom, celebrated his Birth- 

D.iv 
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Day (now approaching) univerfally clad in their 
own Manufa&ure. Is there Vertue enough left in 
this deluded People to fave them from the Brink or 
Ruin ? If the Mens Opinions may be taken, the La- 
dies will look as handfome in Stuffs as Brbcades, and, 
fince all will be equal, there may be room enough 
to employ their Wit and Fancy in chufing and match- 
ing of Patterns and Colotirs. I heard the late Arch- 
bifhop of Tuam mention a pleafant Obfervation of 
fome Body's ; that Ireland would never be happy 'till 
a Law were made for burning every Thing that came 
from England, except their People and their Coals : 
I muft confef$, that as to the former, I ftiould not 
be forry if they would ftay at home ; and for the lat- 
ter, I hope, in a little Time we fliall have no Occa- 
fion for them. 

Non tanti mitra eft, non tanti Judicis ojlram. 

But I ftiould rejoice to fee a Stay-Lace from Eng- 
land be thought fcanddlous, and become a Topick 
for Cenfure at Vifits and Tea Tables. 

If the unthinking Shopkeepers in this Town, had 
not been utterly deltitute of common Senfe, they 
would have made fome Propofal to the Parliament, 
with a Petition to the Purpofe I have mentioned ; 
promifing to improve the Cloaths and Stuffs of the 
Nation* into all poffible Degrees of Finenejs and Co- 
lours y and engaging not to play the Knave, according 
to their Cuftom, by exatiing and impojing upon the 
Nobility and Gentry, either as to the Prices or the 
Goodnefs. For I remember, in London, upon a ge- 
neral Mourning, the rafcally Mercers and Woollen 

Dr& 
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tfrapers, wotild, in Four and Twenty tlom, uSti 
their Cloaths and Silks to abore a double Price ; and 
if the Mourning continuedlong, then come whinge- 
ing with Petitions to the Court, that they were ready 
tojlarve, and their Fineries lay upon their Hands. 

I could wifli our Shopkeepers would immediate- 
ly think on this Propofal, addreffing it to all Perfons 
of Quality, and others; but firft be fare to get fome 
Body who can write Senfe, to put it into Fomt 

I think it needlefs to exhort the Clergy to follow 
this good Example, becaufe, in a little Time, thofe 
among them who are fo unfortunate to have had their 
Birth and Education in this Country, will think 
themfelves abundantly happy when they can afford 
IriOi Crape, and an Athlone Hat ; and as to the o- 
thers, IJball notprefume to direft them. I have, in- 
deed, feen the prefent Aichbifhop of Dublin clad 
from Head to Foot in our own Manufadure • and 
yet, under the Rofe be itfpoken, his Grace defense s 
as good a Gown, as if he had not been born among 
tts . 

I have not Courage enough to offer one SyllabU 
on thisSubjeft to their Honours of the Army: Nei- 
ther have I fufficiently confidered the great Impor- 
tance of Scarlet and Gold Lace. 

The Fable, in Ovid, of Arachne and Pallas, is to 
this Purpofe. The Goddefs had heard of one A- 
rachne a young Virgin, very famous for Spinning and 
Weaving : They both met upon a Tryal of Skill ; 
and Pa/las finding herfelf almoft equalled in her own 
Art, ftung with Rage and Envy, knockt her Rival 
flpvvn, turned her into a Spyder, enjoining her to 
fpm and weave for ever, cat of her own Bowels, and 
in a very narrow Compafs. I confeft, that from a 

Boy, 
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Bo)r, I always pitied poor Araebne, and could never 
heartily love the Goddefs, on Account of fo cruel ^ 
and unjuft a Sentence-, which, however, \s fully exe- 
cuted upon Us by England, with further Additions of 
Rigor and Severity. For the greateft Part of out 
Bowels and Vitals is extra&ed, without allowing us 
the Liberty of /pinning and weaving them. 

The Scripture tells us, that Opprejfton makes d 
Wife Man mad; therefore, confequently fpeaking, 
the Reafon why fome Men are not mad, is becaufe 
they are not wife : However, it were to be wifhed 
that Ofipreffion would, in Time, teach a little Wif 
dom to Fools. 

I was much delighted with a Perfon, who hath a 
great Eftate in this Kingdom, upon his Complaints 
to me, how grievoujly POOR England fuffer s by Im- 
pofitions from Ireland. That we convey our own Wool 
to France, in Spigbt of all the Harpies at the Cufiom- 
Houfe. That Mr. Shutleworth, and others on the 
Chefhire Coafts, are fuch Fools to fell us their Bark 
at a good Price, for tanning our own Hydes into 
Leather ; with other Enormities of the like Weight 
and Kind. To which I will venture to add more : 
That the Mayorality of this City is always executed 
ly an Inhabitant, and often by * Native, which might 
as well be done by a Deputy, with a moderate Sala- 
ry, whereby POOR England lofeth, at leaft, otic 
thoufand Pounds a Tear upon the Ballance. That 
the Governing of this Kingdom cqfts the La d Lieu- 
tenant three Thoufand ft* Hundred Pounds a Year,fo 
much net Lofs to POOR England. That the Pee- 
pie of Ireland prefume to dig for Coals in their own 
Grounds ; and the Farmers in the County of Wick- 
low fend their Turf to the very Market of Dublin, to 

thp. 
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the gredt Difcouragerhent of the Coal trade at M<v 
ftyn and White-haven. that the Revenues of the 
Poft-Office here, fo rigbteoufly belonging to /£*Eng- 
lifli freafury, as arifing chiefly from our own Com- 
merce with each other,Jhould be remitted to London* 
flogged with that grievous Burthen of Exchange, and 
the Pen/tons paid out of the Irifh Revenues to Eng- 
lifh Favourites, Jhould lie under the fame Difadvan- 
tage, to the great Lofs of the Grantees. When a 
Divine is fent over to a Biflioprick here, with the 
Hopes of Five and 'twenty Hundred founds a Tear ; 
upon his Arrival, he finds, alas ! a dreadful Dip. 
count of fen or twelve per Cent. A Judge, or & 
Commiffioner of the Revenue, has the fame Caufc 
of Complaint. Laftly, the Ballad upon Cotter is ve- 
hemently fufpeded to be Irifh Manufacture ; and yet 
is allowed to be fung in our open Streets, under the 
very Nofe of the Government. 

These are zfew among the many Hardfliips we 
put upon that POOR Kingdom of England; for 
wkich, I am confident, every boncJfMm wiftieth a 
Remedy : And, I hear, there is a Projeft on Foot for 
tranfporting our beft Wheaten Straw, by Sea and 
Land Carriage, to Dunftable ; and obliging us by a 
Law, to take off yearly fo many fun of Straw-Hats, 
for the Ufe of our Women ; which will be a great 
Encouragement to the Manufa&ure of that induftri* 
ous Town. 

I would be glad to learn among the Divines,' 
whether a Law to bind Men without their own Con- 
fent, be obligatory in foro Confcienti* \ becaufe, I 
find Scripture, Sanderfon and Suarez, are wholly fi- 
lent in the Matter. The Oracle of Reafon, the 
great Law of Nature, and general Opinion of Civi- 
Vol.IV. t> Hans, 
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tidns, wherever they treat of limitted Goverhmentf, 
are, indeed, decifive enough. 

It is wonderful to obferve the Biafs among out 
People in favour of things , P'erfons, and Wares of 
all Kinds that come from England. The Printer 
tells his Hawkers, that be has got an excellent new 
Song jufi brought from Londorl. I have fomewhat 
of a Tendency that way my felf; and upon hearing 
a Coxcomb from thence difplaying himfelf, with great 
Volubility, upon the Park, the Play-Hoitfe, the Ope- 
ra, the Gaming Ordinaries, it was apt to beget in 
me a Kind of Veneration for his Parts and Accorri- 
pliftiments. It is not many Years, fince I remember 
a Perfon who, by his Style and Literature, feems to 
have been Correffor of a Hedge-Prefs, in fome Blind- 
Alley about Little-Britain, proceed gradually to be 
an Author, at leaft a * fran/lator of a lower Rate, 
although fomewhat of a larger Bulk, than any thdt 
tiow/lourijhes in Grub-ftreet ; and, upon the Strength 
of this Foundation, came over here ; ere& himlelf 
up into an Orator and Politician, and lead a Kingdom 
after him. This, I am told, was the very Motive 
that prevailed on the t Author of a Play called, LthVe 
in a Hollow-lree, to do us the Honour of a Vifir ; 
prefuming, with very good Reafon, that he was a 
Writer of a fuperior Clafs. 1 know another, who, 
for thirty Years paft, hath been the common Standard 
of Stupidity in England, where he was never heard a 
Minute in any Affembly, or by any Party \ with com- 
mon 
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nton Cbriftian Treatment ; yet; upon his Arrival hih 
ther, could put on a Face of Importance and Autbo* 
rity, talked more than Six, without either Graceful* 
nefs % Propriety, or Meaning ; and, at the fame Time* 
be admired and followed as the Pattern of Eloquence 
and Wifdom. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or Ihewn 
a greater I)ifpofition to a contemptuous Treatment of 
Ireland in fome chief Governors, than that high Style 
of feveral Speeches from the Throne^ delivered, as 
ufual, after the Royal AJfent, in fome Periods of the 
two laft Reigns. Such Exaggerations of the pro- 
digious Condefcenfions in the Prince, to pafs tbofegood 
Laws, would have but an odd Sound at Weftminjter $ 
Neither do I apprehend, how any good Law can 
pafs, wherein the King's Intereft is not as much con- 
cerned as that of the People. I remember, after a 
Speech on the like Occafion, delivered by my Lord 
Wharton* (I think it was his laft) he defired Mr # 
Addifon to ask my Opinion of it : My Ahfwer was, 
That bis Excellency bad very honefily forfeited bis 
Head, on Account of one Paragraph ; wherein h§ 
afferted, by plain Confequence, a difpenfing Power in) 
the Ghieen. His Lordfhip owned it was true, but 
fwore the Words were put into his Mouth by dire& 
Orders from Court. From whence it is clear, that 
fome Mtnijiers in thofe Times, were apt, from their 
high Elevation, to look down upon this Kingdom, as 
it it had been one of their Colonies of Out-cafts in 
America. And I obferved a little of the fame Turn 
of Spirit in fome great Men, from whom I expe&ed 
better ; although, to do them Juftice, it proved no 
Point of Difficulty to make them corrtfi their Idea, 
thereof the whole Nation quickly found the Benf 

Da — * 



fit.— -^feut that is forgotten. How the Style hath 
fince run, I am wholly a Stranger ; having never feen 
a Speech fince the laft of the Queen. 

I would now expoftulate a little with our Coun- 
try Landlords ; who, by unmeafurable fcrewing and 
racking their Tenants all over the Kingdom, have 
already reduced the miferable People to a worfe Con- 
dition than the Peafants in France, or the Vajfals in 
Germany and Poland '; fo that the whole Species of 
what we call Subft ant ial Farmers, will, in a very few 
Years, be utterly at an End. It was pleafant to ob- 
ferve thefe Gentlemen, labouring with all their 
Might, for preventing the Bijhops from letting theit 
Revenues at a moderate half Value, (whereby the 
■whole Order would, in an Age, have been reduced to 
toianifeft Beggary; at the very Inftant, when they 
were every where canting their own Lands upon fliort 
Leafes, and facrificing their oldejt tenants for a Pen- 
ny an Acre advance. I know not how it comes to 
pafs, (and yet, perhaps, I know well enough) that 
Slaves have a natural Difpofition to be tyrants ; and 
that when my Betters give me a Kick, I am apt to 
revenge it with fix upon my Footman ; although, per- 
haps, he may be an honeft and diligent Fellow. I 
have heard great Divines affirm, that nothing is fb 
likely to call down an Univcrfal Judgment from Hea- 
ven upon a Nation, as univcrfal OppreJJion; and 
whether this be not already verified in Parr, their 
Worfbips the Landlords are now at full Leifure to con- 
sider. Whoever travels this Country, and obferves 
the Face of Nature, or the Faces, and Habits, and 
Dwellings of the Natives, will hardly think himfelf 
in a Land where either Law, Religion, or common 
Humanity is profefleA 

I CAN- 1 
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I cannot forbear faying one Word upon a fbing 
they call a Bank, which, I hear, is projecting in this 
Town. I never faw the Propofals, nor underftand 
any one Particular of their Scheme : What I wilh 
for, at prefent, is only a fufficient Provifion of Hemp* 
and Caps, and Bells, to diftribute according to the 
feveral Degrees of Honejly and Prudence in jotne Per- 
forts. I bear only of a monltrousSum already named ; 
and, if Others do not foon hear of it too, and hear 
it with a Vengeance, then am I a Gentleman of left 
Sagacity than my felf, and very few befides, take me 
to be. And the Jeft will be ftill the better, if it be 
true, as judicious Perfons have affured me, that one 
Half of this Money will be real, and the other 
Half altogether imaginary. The Matter will be 
likewife much mended, if the Merchants continue to 
carry off our Gold, and our Goldfmiths to melt down 
our heavy Silver. 
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handling this Subjeft, I {hall pro- 
" ceed wholly upon the Suppoiition, 
that thofe of our Party \ who profefs 
themfelves Members of the Church 
^cQg^jfg^l eftablifhed, and under the Apoftolical 
Government of Biftiops, do defire the Continuance 
and Tranfmiflion of it to Pofterity, at leaft, in as good 
a Condition as it is at prefent. Becaufe, as this Dif- 
courfe is not calculated for Diffenters of any Kind ; 
fo neither will it fuit the Talk or Sentiments of thofe 
Perfons, who, with the Denomination of Church- 
men, are Oppreflbrs of the inferiour. Clergy, and 
perpetually quarreling at the great Incomes of the. 
Biftiops ; which is a traditional Cant delivered down 
from former Times, and continued with great Rea- 
fon, although it be now near 200 Years fince almoft 
three Parts m four of the Church Revenues have 
been taken from the Clergy : Befides the Spoils that 
have been gradually made ever fince, of Glebes and 

other 
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other Lands, by the Confufion of Times, the fraud 
of encroaching Neighbours, or the Power of Op-» 
preflbrs, too great to be encountred. 

About the Time of the Reformation, manyPa- 
pi/b Bifhops of this Kingdom, knowing they mufl 
have been foon ejefted, if they would not change their 
Religion, made long Leafes and Fee-farms of great 
Part of their Lands, referving very inconfiderable 
Rents, fometimes only a Chiefry ; by a Power they 
affumed, direftly contrary to many antient Canons, 
yet confiftent enough with the Common Law. This 
Trade held on for many Years after the, Bifhops be- 
came Proteftants ; and fome of their Names are ftiil 
remembered with Infamy, on Account of enriching 
their Families by fuch facrilegious Alienations. By 
thefe Means, Epifcopal Revenues were fo low redu- 
ced, that three or four Sees were often united ro 
make a tolerable Competency. For fome Remedy 
to this Evil, King James the Firft, by a Bounty that 
became a good Chriftian Prince, bellowed feveral 
forfeited Lands on the Northern Bifhopricks : But in 
all other Parts of the Kingdom, the Church conti- 
nued ftill in the fame Piftrefs and Poverty ; fome of 
the Sees hardly poffeffing enough to maintain a Coun- 
try Vicar. About the Middle of King Charles the 
Firft s Reign, the Legiflature here thought fit to put 
a Stop, at leaft, to any farther Alienations ; and fo a 
Law was ena&ed, prohibiting all Bifhops, and other 
Ecclefiaftical Corporations, from fetting their Lands 
for above the Term of Twenty-one Years ; the Rent 
rcferved to be one Half of the real Value of fuch 
Lands at the Time they were fef, without; \vhich 
Condition theLeafe to be void. 

Soon 
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Becond, the Parliament taking into Confederation the 
miferable Eftate of the Church ; certain Lands, by 
way of Augmentation, were granted to eight Bifhops 
in the Aft of Settlement, and confirmed in the Aft 
of Explanation ; of which Bounty, as I remember, 
three Sees were, in a great Meafure, defeated* but 
by what Accidents, it is not here of any Importance 
to relate. 

This, at prefent, is the Condition of the Church 
in Ireland, with Regard to Epifcopal Revenues: 
Which I have thus briefly (and, perhaps, imperfeft- 
ly) deduced for fome Information to thofe, wfeofe 
Thoughts do not lead them to fuch Confederations. 

By Virtue of the Statute, already mentioned, un- 
der King Charles the Firft, limiting Ecclefiafftcal 
Bodies to the Term of Twenty-one \ears, under the 
referved Rent of half real Value ; the Biftiops have 
had fome Share in the gradual Rife of Lands, with- 
out which they could not have been fupported, with 
any common Decency that plight become their Sta- 
tion. It is above eighty Years fince the paffing of 
that Aft : The See of Meat i>, one of the beft in the 
Kingdom, was then worth about 400 /. per Annum ; 
the poorer ones in the fame Proportion, If this 
Were their prefent Condition, I cannot conceive how 
they wpuld have been able to pay for their Patents, 
or buy their Robes : But this will certainly be the 
Condition of their $ucceflbrs, if fuch a Bill Ihould 
pafs, as they fay is now intended, which I will fup- 



However, this is the Aft whi^h is npw attemp- 
ted to be repealed, or, atleaft, eluded ; fome are for 
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giving Bifliops leave to let Fee-farms ; others would 
allow them to let Leafes for Lives; and the mod mar 
derate would repeal that Claufe, by which the Bi- 
shops are bound to let their Lands at half Value. 

The Reafons for the Rife of Value in Lands, are? 
of two Kinds. Of the firft Kind, are long Peace 
and Settlement after the Devaftations of War ; Plan- 
tations, Improvements of, bad Soil, Recovery of 
Bogs and Marfhes, Advancement of Trade and Ma- 
nuta&ures, Encreafe of Inhabitants, Encouragement 
of Agriculture, and the like. 

But there is another Reafon for the Rife of Land, 
jnore gradual, conftant and certain ; which will have 
its Effe&s in Countries that are very far from flourifh- 
ing in any of the Advantages I have jutt mentioned : 
I mean the perpetual Decreafe in the Value of Gold 
and Silver. I ihall difcourfe upon thefe two diffe- 
rent Kinds, with a View towards the Bill now at- 
tempted. 

As to the Firft : I cannot fee how this Kingdom 
is at any Height of Improvement, while four Parts in 
five of the Plantations for 30 Years paft, have been 
realDifimprovements ; Nine in Ten of theQuickfet- 
Hedges beingruined for want of Care or Skill. And 
as to Foreft Trees, they being often taken out of 
Woods, and planted iji fingle Rows on the Tops of 
Ditches, it is impoffible they fhould grow to be of 
Ufe, Beauty, or Shelter. Neither can it be faid^ 
that the Soil of Ireland is improved to its full Height,, 
while fo much lies all Winter under Water, and the 
Bogs made almoft defperate by the ill Cutting of the 
Turf. There hath, indeed, been fome little Im- 
provement in the Manufa&ures of Linen and Wool- 
len, although yejry fliort of Perfcflion : But ou» 
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'Trade was never in Fo low a Condition : Ancl as td 
Agriculture, of which all wife Nations have beett 
fo tender, the Defolation made in the Country by 
engrofling Graziers, and the great yearly Importa- 
tion of Corn from England, are lamentable Inftances 
under what Difcouragement it lies; 

But, notwithftanding all thefe Mortifications, I 
fuppofe there is no Well-wtfher to his Country, with* 
out a little Hope, that in Time the Kingdom may be 
on a better Foot in fome of the Articles abovemen- 
tioned. But it would be hard, if Ecclefiaftical Bodies 
fhould be the only Perlons excluded from any Share 
in publick Advantages; which yet can never happen* 
without a greater Share of Profit to their Tenants : If 
God fends Rain equally upon the Juji and the Un- 
jttft ; why fhould thole who wait at his Altars, and 
are Inftru&ers of the People, be cut off from par- 
taking in the general Benefits of Law, or of Nature ? 

But y as this Way of Reafoning may feem to bear a 
more favourable Eye to the Clergy, than perhaps will 
fuit with the prefent Difpofition, or Fafhion of 
the Age ; I ftiall, therefore, dwell more largely upon 
the fecond Reafon for the Rife of Land, which is 
the perpetual Decreafe of the Value of Gold and 

This maybe obferved from theCourfe of theltd- 
man Hiftory, above two Thoufand Years before 
thofe inexhauftible Silver Mines of Potoji were 
known. The Value of an Obolus, and of every 
other Coin between the Time of Romulus and that 
of Aiiguftus, gradually funk above five Parts in fix, 
as appears by (everal Paflages out of the beft Authors* 
And yet, the prodigious Wealth of that State did not 

arife from the Enereafe of Bullion in the World, by 

the 
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the Difcovery of new Mines, but from a much more 
accidental Caufe,' which was, the fpreading of their 
Conquefts, and thereby importing into Rome and 
Italy, the Riches of the Eaft and Weft. 

When the Seat of Empire was removed to Con- 
ftantinople, the Tide of Money flowed that Way, 
without ever returning ; and was fcattered in Afia. 
But when that mighty Empire was overthrown by 
the Northern People, fuch a Stop was put to all 
Trade and Commerce, that vaft Sums of Money 
were buried, to efcape the Plundering of ti e Con- 
querors; and what remained was carried off by thofe 
Kavagers. 

It were no difficult Matter to compute the Value 
of Money in England, during the Saxon Reigns ; but 
the Monkifh'and other Writers fmce the Conqueft, 
have put that Matter in a clearer Light, by the fcve- 
ral Accounts they have given us of the Value of 
Corn and Cattle, in Years of Dearth and Plenty. 
Every one knows, that King Johns whole Portion, 
before he came to the Crown, was but five Thou- • 
fand Pounds, without a Foot of Land* 

I have like wile feen the Stewards Accounts, of 
an antient noble Family in England, written in La- 
tin, between three and four Hundred Years ago, with 
the feveral Prices of Wine and Vi&uals, to confirm 
my Obfervations. 

I have been at the Trouble of computing (as o- 
thers have done) the different Values of Money for 
about four Hundred Years paft. Henry Duke of 
Lane after, who lived about that Period, founded an 
Hofpital in Leicefter, for a certain Number of old 
Men; charging his Lands with a Groat a Week to 
each for their Maintainance, which is to this Day 

duly 
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duly paid them. In thofe Times, a Penny was equal 
to ten Pence Half-penny, and fomevvhat more than 
Half a Farthing in ours which makes about eight 
Ninths Difference. 

This is plain alfo, from the old Cuftom upon 
many Eftates in England, to let for Leafcs of Lives, 
(renewable at Pleafure) where the referred Rent is 
ufually about Twelve Pence a Pound, which then 
was near the Half real Value : And although the 
Fines be not fixed, yet the Landlord gets altogether 
not above three Shillings in the Pound of the Worth 
of his Land : And the Tenants are fo wedded to this 
Cuftom, that if the Owner fuffer three Lives to 
expire, none of them will take a Leafe on other 
Conditions ; or, if he brings in a Foreigner who will 
agree to pay a reafonable Kent, the other Tenants, 
by all Manner of Injuries, will make that Foreigner 
fo uneafy, that he muft be forced to quit the^Farm; 
as the late Earl of Bath felt, by the Experience of a- 
bove ten Thoufand Pounds Lofs. 

The gradual Decreafe for about two Hundred 
Years after, was not confiderable, and therefore I do 
not rely on the Account given by fome Hiftorians, 
that Harry the Seventh left behind him Eighteen 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds ; for although the Wejl- 
Indies were difcovered before his Death, and al- 
though he had the beft Talenrs and Inftruments for 
exa&ing of Money, ever pofTeffed by any Prince 
fince the Time o(VefyaJian ; (whom he refembled in 
many Particulars) yet I conceive, that in his Days 
the whole Coin ot England could hardly amount to 
fuch a Sum. For in the Reign of Philip and Mary, 
Sir ■ " ' Cockain of Darbyjhire, the beft Houfe- 
Keeper of his Quality in the County, allowed his 

Lady 
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Lady fifty Pounds a Tear for maintaining the Fami- 
ly, one Pound a Year Wages to each Servant, and 
two Pounds to the Steward *, as I was told by a Per- 
lbn of Quality who had.feen the Original Account of 
his Oeconomy. Now this Sum of liny Pound, added 
to the Advantages of a large Domain, might be equal 
to about five Hundred Pounds a Year at prefent, ot 
fomewhat more than four Fifths. 

The great Plenty of Silver in England began irt 
Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when Drake, and others, 
took vail Quantities of Coin and Bullion from the 
Spaniards, either upon their own American Coafts^ 
or in their Return to Spain. However, fo much 
hath been imported annually from that Time to this, 
that the Value of Money in England, and moil Parts 
of Europe, is funk above one Half within the Space 
of an Hundred Years, notwithftanding the great 
Export of Silver for about Eighty Years paft, to the 
Eajl-Indies, from whence it never returns. But 
Gold being not liable to the fame Accident, and by 
new Difcoveries growing every Day more plentiful, 
leems in Danger of becoming a Drug. 

This hath been the Progrefs of the Value of Mch 
ftey informer Ages, and muft of Neceffity continue 
fo for the Future, without fome new Invafion of 
Goths and Vandals to deftroy Law, Property and 
Religion, alter the very Face of Nature ; and turn 
the World upfide down. 

I must repeat, that what I am to fay upon this 
Subjeft, is intended only for the Convi&ion of thofe 
among our own Party, who are true Lovers of the 
Church, and would be glad it (hould continue in a 
tolerable Degree of Profperity to the End of the 
World, 

The 
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The Church is fwppofed to laft for ever, fcofch itf 
its Difcipline and Do&rine ; which is a Privilege 
common to every petty Corporation, who muft 
likewife obferve the Laws of their Foundation, If* 
a Gentleman's Eftate which now yields him a thou* 
fand Pounds a Year, had been fet for ever at the 
higheft Value, even in the flourilhing Days of King 
Charles the Second, would it now amount to above 
Four or five Hundred at mod ? What if this had 
happened two or three Hundred Years ago ; would 
the referred Rent at this Day be any more than a 
Imall Chiefry ? Suppofe the Revenues of a Bifhop 
to have been under the fame Circumftances ; could 
he now be able to perform Works of Hofpitality 
and Charity ? Thus, if the Revenues of a Bifhop be 
limited to a Thoufand Pounds a Year ; how will his 
Succeffor be in a Condition to fupport his Station 
with Decency, when the fame Denomination of Mo- 
ney (hall not anfwer an Half, a Quarter, or an Eighth 
Part of that Sum ? Which muft unavoidably be the 
Confequence of any Bill to elude the limiting A£t, 
whereby the Church was preferved from utter Ruin* 

The fame Reafon holds good in all Corporations 
whatfoever, who cannot follow a more pernicious 
Pradice than that of granting Perpetuities, for which 
many of them fmah to this Day; although the 
Leaders among them are often fo ftupid as not td 
perceive it, or fometimes fo knavilh as to find theif 
private Account in cheating the Community, 

Several Colleges in Oxford, were aware of this 
growing Evil about an Hundred Years ago ; and, in- 
ftead of limiting their Rents to a certain Sum of 
Money, prevailed with their Tenants to pay the 
Price of fo many Barrels of Corn, to be valued as 
Vol. IV. % ~ tfa? 
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the Market went, at two Seafons (as I remember) 
in the Year. For a Barrel of Corn is of a real in- 
trinfick Value, which Gold and Silver are not : 
And by this Invention, thefe Colleges have prefer- 
red a tolerable Subfiftance, for their Fellows and 
Students, to this Day. 

The prefent Bifhops will, indeed, be no Suffer- 
ers by fuch a Bill ; becaufe, their Ages confidered, 
they cannot expeft to fee any great Decreafe in the 
Value of Money ; or, at worft, rhey can make it up 
in the Fines, which will probably be greater than 
tifual, upon the Change of Leafes into Fee-farms, or 
Lives ; or without the Power of obliging their Te- 
nants to a real half Value. And, as I cannot well 
blame them for taking fuch Advantages, (confider- 
ing the Nature of Human Kind) when the Queftion 
is only, whether rhe Money (hall be put into their 
own or another Man s Pocket : So they will be ne- 
ver excufeable before God or Man, if they do not 
to the Death oppofe, declare, and proteft againft a- 
ny fuch Bill, as muft in its Confequences compleat 
the Ruin of the Church, and of their own Order 
in this Kingdom. 

If the Fortune of a private Perfon be diminifhed 
fcy the Weakncfs, or Inadvertency of his Anceftors, 
in letting Leafes for ever at low Rents, the World 
lies open to his Induftry for purchafing of more ; 
but the Church is barred by a dead Hand ; or if it 
were otherwife, yet the Cuftom of making Bequefts 
to it, hath been out of Pra£hce for almoft two Hun- 
dred Years, and a great deal din (fly contrary hath 
teen its Fortune. 

I have been affured by a Perfon of (bme Confe- 
rence, to whom I am likewife obliged for the A6 
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count of fome other Fa&s already related, that ttii 
Tate f Eifhop of Salisbury », (the greateft Whig of that 
Bench in his Days) confefled to him, that the Li- 
berty which Bifhops in England have of letting 
Leafes for Lives, would, in his Opinion, be one Day 
the Ruin of Epifcopacy there; and thought thd 
Church in this Kingdom happy by the Limitation 

A6t,. ^ 

And have we not already found the Effe£fc of this 
different Proceeding in both Kingdoms? Have not 
two Englijh Prelates quitted their Peerage and Seats 
in Parliament, in a Nation of Freedom, for the Sake 
of a more ample Revenue, even in this unhappy 
Kingdom, rather, than lie. under the Mortification 
of living below their Dignity at Home ? For which, 
however, they cannot be juftly cenfured. I know 
indeed, fome Perfons who offer, as an Argument for 
repealing the limiting Bill, that it may in future Ages 
prevent the Practice of providing this Kingdom, with 
Bifhops from England, when the only Temptation 
will be removed. And they alledge, that, as Things 
have gone for fome Years paft, Gentlemen will grow 
difcouraged from fending their Sons to the Uni ver- 
ity, and from fuffering them to enter into Holy 
Orders, when they are likely to languifh under a 
Curacy, or fmall Vicarage, to the End of their 
Lives: But this is all a vain Imagination; for.thfe 
Decreafe in the Value of Money will equally affeft 
both Kingdoms: Arid befides, when Bifhopricks 
here grow too fmall to invite over Men of Credit 
and Confequerice, they will be left more fully to the 
Difpofal of a chief Governor, who can never fail 
hf fome worthlefs illiterate Chaplain, fond of a Ti~ 
Vol. IV; Ei , rt$ 
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iie and Precedence. Thus will that whole Bench, 
in an Age or two, be compofed o( mean, ignorant, 
fawning Gown-men, humble Suppliants and Depen- 
dents upon the Court for a Morfel of Bread, and 
ready to ferve every Turn that ihall be demanded 
from them, in Hopes of getting fome Cwninendatn 
tacked to their Sees ; which mult then br the Trade* 
as it is now too much in England > to the great Dif- 
couragement of the inferior Clergy. Neither is that 
Pra&ice without Example among us. 

It is now about Eighty- five Years fince the paffing 
of that limiting Aft, and there is but one Inftance, 
in the Memory of Man, of a Bifhop's Leafe broken 
upon the Plea of not being ftatutable ; which, in 
every Body's Opinion, could have been loft by no 
other Perfon than he who was then Tenant, and 
happened to be very ungracious in his County. In 
the prefent * Billiop of Meatbs Cafe, that Plea did 
not avail, although the Leafe were iiotorioufly un- 
ftatutable ; the Rent referved, being, as I have been 
told, not a feventh Part of the real Value ; yet the 
Jury, upon their Oaths, very gravely found it to be 
according to the Statute ; and one of rhem was heard 
to fay, That he would eat bis Shoes before he 
would give a Verdid for the Bifhop. A very few 
fciore have made the fame Attempt with as little 
Buccefs. Every Bifhop, and other EcclefiaftKal Bo- 
dy, reckon Forty Pounds in an Hundred to be a rea^ 
fonable half Value ; or if it be only a third Part, it 
feldooi, or never, breeds any Difference between 
Landlord and Tenant. But when the Rent is from 
five to nine ot ten Parts lefs than the Worth ; the 
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Bifhop, if he confults the Good of his See, will be 
apt to expoftulate ; and the Tenant, if he be an ho» 
neft Man, will have fome Regard to the Reafona- 
bleneft and Juftice of the Demand, fo as to yield to 
a moderate Advancement, rather than engage in a 
Suit, where La w and Equity are directly againft him. 
By rhefe Means, the Bifliops have been fo true to 
their Trufts, as to procure fome (mall Share in the 
Advancement of Rents ; although it be notorious 
that they do not receive the third Penny (Fines in- 
cluded) of the real Value of their Lands through- 
put the Kingdom. 

I was never able to imagine what Inconvenience 
could accrue to the Publick, by one or two Thou- 
fand Pounds a Year, in the Hands of a Proteftant 
Bifhop, any more than of a Lay Perfon. f The 
former, generally fpeaking, liveth as pioufly and ho£ 
pitably as the other; pays his Debts as honeftly, and 
ipends as much of his Revenue among his Tenants : 
Befides, if they be his immediate Tenants, you may 
diftinguilh them, at firft Sight, by their Habits and 
Horfes ; or if you go to their Houfes, by their com- 
fortable Way of living. But the Misfortune is t 
that fuch immediate Tenants, generally fpeaking, 
have others under them, and fo a Third and Fourth 
in Subordination, till it comes to the Welder (as they 
call him) who firs at a Rack Rent, and lives as mi- 
ferably as an Irijh Farmer upon a new Leafe from a 
Lay Landlord. But fuppofe a Bilhop happens to be 

ava- 
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ayaficious, (as being compoled of the Tame Stuff 
With other Men) die Confequence to the PubKck 
is no worfe than if he were a 'Squire ; for he leaves 
his Fortune to his Son, or near Relation, who, if 
he be rich enough, will never think of entring in- 
to the Church. 

And, as there can be no Difadvantage to the 
Publick, in a Proteftant Country, that a Man fliould 
hold Lands as a Bijbop, any more than if he were a 
'temporal Perfon ; fo it is of great Advantage to the* 
Community, where a Bifhop lives as he ought to d6. 
He is bound, in Confcience, to refide in hisDiocefe; 
and, by a folemn Promife, to keep Hofpitality ; his 
Eftate is fpent in the Kingdom, not remitted td 
England; he keeps the Clergy to their Duty, and is 
an Example of Virtue both to them and the People! 
Suppofe him an ill Man ; yet his very Chara&er will 
with-hold him from any great or open Exorbitan- 
ces. But, in Fa£fc, it muft be allowed, that fome Bi- 
ftiops of this Kingdom, within twenty Years paft, 
have done very fignal and lafting Ads of publick 
Charity ; great Inftances whereof, are the * late and 
■J prefent Primate, the Lord J Archbifliop of Dublin 
that now is, who hath left Memorials of his. Bounty in 
many Parts of his Province. I might add, the Bifhop of 
-\\ Rap bee, and leveral others : Not forgetting the late 
Dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who beftowed one Thou- 
fand Pounds upon the Univerfity : Which Foundati- 

*■ Dr. Marfh. t Lindfay* J JDr. King. ft V*- 
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qn, (that I rnay obferve by the Way) if the Bill proper 
fed ihould pafs, would be in the fame Circumftan- 
ces with the Bifhops, nor ever able again to advance, 
the Stipends of the Fellows and Students, as lately 
they found it neceffary to do ; the determinate Sum 
appointed by the Statures for Commons, being not 
half fufficienr, by the Fall of Money^ to afford ne- 
ceffary Suftenance. But the paffing of fuch a Bill 
muft put an End to all Ecclefiaftical Beneficence for 
the Time to come ; and whether this will be fup- 
plied by thofe who are to reap the Benefit, better 
than it hath been done by the Grantees of impro- 
priate Tythes, who received them upon the old 
Church Conditions of keeping Hofpitality ; it 
be eafy to conje&ure. 

To alledge, that paffing fuch a Bill would be a 
good Encouragement to improve Biftiops Lands, is 
a great Error. Is it not the general Method of 
Landlords, to wait the Expiration of a Leafe, and 
then cant their Lands to the higheft Bidder ? And 
what fhould hinder the fame Courfe to be taken in 
Church Leafes, when the Limitation is removed of 
paying half the real Value to the Biftiop ? In riding 
through the Country, how few Improvements do we 
fee upon the Eftates of Laymen, farther than about; 
their own Domains ? To fay the Truth, it is a great 
Misfortune as well to the Publick as to the Bifhops 
themfelves, that their Lands are generally let to 
Lords and great 'Squires, who, inReafon, were ne - 
ver dtfigned to be Tenants; and therefore may na- 
turally murmur at the Payment of Rent, as a Sub: 
ferviency they were not born to. If the Tenants, 
to the Church were honeft Farmers, they would pay 
their Fines and Rents with Chcarfulnefs, improve 
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their Lands, and thank God they were to give but 
a moderate half Value for what they held. I have 
heard a Man of a Thoufand Pounds a Year, talk 
with great Contempt of Bifliops Leafes, as being on 
a worfe foot than the reft of his Eftate ; and he 
had certainly Reafon : My Anfwer was, 
Leafes were originally intended only for the Benefit 
of induftrious Husbandmen, who would think it a 
great Bleffing to be fo provided for, inftead of ha- 
ving his Farm fere wed up to the Height, not eating 
pne comfortable Meal in a Year, nor able to find 
Shoes for his Children. 

I know not any Advantage that can accrue by 
fuch a Bill, except the preventing of Perjury in Ju- 
• rymen, and falfe Dealing in Tenants ; which is a 
Remedy like that of giving my Money to an High- 
wayman, before he attempts to take it by Force ; and 
fo I (hall be fure to prevent the Sin of Robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have put 
$n End ; when a Bookfeller fent me a fmall Pam- 
phlet, entitled, The Cafe of the Laity \ with fome 
Queries ; full of the ftrongeft Malice againft the 
Clergy, that I have any where met with fince the 
Reign of Toland, and others of that Tribe. Thefe 
Kinds of Advocates do infinite Mifchief to our 
good Cause, by giving Grounds, to the unjuft Re- 
proaches of Tories and Jacobites, who charge 
us with being Enemies to the Church. * If I bear an 
hearty unfeigned Loyalty to his Majefty King 
GEORGE, and the Houfe of Hanover, not fha- 
ken in the leaft by the Hardfhips we lie under, 
which never can be imputable to fo gracious a 
Prince : If I fincerely abjure the Pretender, and 
all Popish Successors ; if I bear a due Veneration 
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to the glorious Memory of the late King WILLIAM, 
who preferved thefe Kingdoms from Popert and 
Slavery, with the Expence of his Blood, and Ha- 
zard of his Life : And laftly, if I am for a proper In- 
dulgence to all Diffenters ; I think nothing more can 
be reafonably demanded of Ale as a Whig, and that 
my political Catechifm is full and compleat. But 
whoever, under the Shelter of that Party-Denomina- 
tion, and of many great Profeffions of Loyalty, would 
deftroy, or undermine, or injure the Church efta- 
blifhed ; I utterly difown him, and think he ought 
to chufe another Name of Diftin&ion for himlelf, 
and his Adherents. I came into the Caufe upon othet 
Principles, which, by the Grace of God, I mean tq 
preferve as long as I live. Shall we juftify the Ac- 
cufations of our Adverfaries? Hoc Jtbacus velit.— 
The Tories and Jacobites will behold us with a 
malicious Pleafure, determined upon the Ruin of our 
Friends : For is not the prefent Set of Bifhopsalmoft 
intirely of that Number, as well as a great Majority 
of the principal Clergy? And a ftiort Time will re- 
duce the whole, by Vacancies upon Death. 

An impartial Reader, if he pleafes to examine 
what I have already faid, will eafily anfwer the bold 
Queries in the Pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be 
convinced, that the Reafon Jtilt Jtrongly exi/ts, for 
which that limiting Law was ena&ed. A reafonable 
Man will wonder, where can be the infufferable 
Grievance, that an JLcclefiaftical Landlord (hould ex- 
pert a moderate, or third Part Value in Rent for his 
Lands, when his Title is, at leaft, as ancient and as « 
legal as that of a Lay-man ; who is yet but feldom 
guilty of giving fuch beneficial Bargains. Has the 
Nation been thrown into Confufion ? And have wan} 
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Wffr Families been ruined by Rack-Rents paid for the 
Lands of the Church ? Does the Nation cry out to 
have a Law that muft, in Time, fend their Bifhops 
a begging? But, God be thanked, the Clamour of 
Enemies to the Church is not yet the Cry, and, I 
hope, will never prove the Voice of the Nation. The 
Clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that the Peo- 
ple maintain them, any more than in the Senfe, that 
all Landlords whatfoever are maintained by the Peo- 
ple. Such Affertions as thefe, and the Insinuations 
they carry along with them, proceed from Principles 
which cannot be avowed by thofe who are for pre- 
ferring the happy Confiitution in Church and State. 
Whoever were the Propofers of fuch Queries, it 
might have provoked a bold Writer ro retaliate, per- 
haps with more Juftice than Prudence, by fhewing 
at whofe Door the Grievance lies, and that the Bi- 
(hops, at leaft, are not to anfwer for the Poverty of 
Tenants. 

To gratify this great Reformer, who enlarges the 
Epifcopal Rent-Roil almoft one half ; let me luppofe 
that all the Church Lands in the Kingdom were 
thrown up to the Laity ; would the Tenants, in fuch 
a Cafe, fit eafier in their Rents than they do now ? 
Or, would the Money be equally fpent in the King- 
dom ? No : The Farmer would be fere wed up to the 
iitmoft Penny, by the Agents and Stewards of Abfen- 
tees, and the Revenues employed in making a Figure 
at London ; to which City a full third Part of the 
whole Income of Ireland is annually returned, to an- 
fwer that fingle Article of Maintenance for Irijb 
Landlords. 

Another of his Quarrels is againft Pluralities 
and Non-Refidence : As to the former, it is a Word of 
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ill Name, but not well underftood. The Clergy ha^ 
ying been ftripped of the greateft Part of their Re- 
venues, the Glebes being generally loft, the Tytbes ir\ 
the" Hands of Laymen, the Churches demoliftied, and 
the Country depopulated ; in order to preferve a Face 
of Cbri/tianity, it was neceflary to unite fmall Vica- 
rages, fufficient tq make a tolerable Maintenance for 
a Minifter. The Profit of Ten or a Dozen of thefe 
Unions y do feldom amount to above Eighty or arj 
Hundred Pounds a Year : If there be a very few Dig T 
nitaries, whofe Preferments are, perhaps, more liable 
to this Accufation, it is to be fuppofed, they may bo 
Favourites of t berime, or Perfons of fuperior Merit, 
for whom there hath ever been fome Indulgence ip 
all Governments. 

A§ rp Non-Rejicknce, I believe there is no Chri- 
ftian Country upon Earth, where the Clergy have 
lefs to anfwer for upon that Article. I am confident 
there are not ten Clergymen in the Kingdom, who, 
properly fpeaking, can be termed Non-Refidents : For 
furely, vye are not to reckon in that Number, thofe 
who, for want of Glebes, are forced to retire to the 
neareft neighbouring Village for a Cabbin to put their 
Heads in ; the leading Man of the Parifli, when he 
rnakes the greateft Clamour, being leaft difpofed to 
accommodate the Minijler with an Acre of Ground. 
And, indeed, confidering the Difficulties the Clergy 
lie under upon this Head, it hath been frequent Mat- 
ter of Wonder to Me, how they are able to perform 
that Part of their Duty as well as they do. 

There is a * noble Author, who hath lately ad- 
drefled to the Houfeof Commons, an excellent Dif- 
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courfe for the Encouragement of Jgricultnrei full of 
moft ufeful Hints, which, I hope, that honourable 
Assembly will confider as they deferve. I am not 
a Stranger to his Lordftiip ; and, excepting in what 
relates to the Church, there are few Perfons with 
whofe Opinions I am better pleafed to agree ; and am, 
therefore, grieved when I find him charging the In- 
conveniencies in the Payment of Tythes upon the 
Clergy and their Pro&ors. His Lordftiip is above 
confidering a very known and vulgar Truth, that the 
meaneft Farmer hath all Manner of Advantages a- 
gainft the moft powerful Clergymen, by whom it is 
impoffible he can be wronged, although the Mimfter 
were ever fo evil difpofed; the whole Syftem of 
teazing, perplexing, and defrauding the Proffor, or 
his Mafier, being as well known to every PI w man, 
as the reaping or fowing of his Corn, and much more 
artfully pra&ifed. Befides, the leading Man in the 
Parilh rauft have his Tytfoes at his own Rate, which 
is hardly ever above one Quarter of the Value. And 
I have heard it computed by many skilful Obfervers, 
"whofe Intereft w ? as not concerned, that the Clergy 
did not receive, throughout the Kingdom, one Half 
of what the Laws have made their Due. 

As to his Lordftiip's Difcontent againft the Bi- 
Jhops-Cotirts ; I (hall not interpofe further than in ven- 
turing my private Opinion, that the Clergy would 
be very glad to recover their juft Dues by a more 
fbort, dccifwe, and cotnpulfive Method, than fuch a 
cramped and limited Jurifdiftion will allow. 

His Lordftiip is not the only Perfon difpofed to 
give the Clergy the Honour of being the fole En- 
couragers of all new Improvements. If Hops, Hemp, 
Flay, and Twenty Things mprc arc to be planted, 
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the Clergy, alone, muft reward the induftrious Fa- 
ttier, by Abatement of the fythe. What if thd 
Owner of Nine Parts in Ten would pleale to abate 
proportionably in his Rent, for every Acre thus im- 
proved? Would not a Man juft dropt from the 
Clouds, upon a full Hearing, judge the Demand to 
be, at leaft, as reafonable ? 

I believe no Man will difpute his Lordfhip's Ti- 
tle to his Eftate ; nor will I the Jus Divinam of 
Tytbes, which he mentions with fome Emotion. I 
fuppofe the Affirmative would be of little Advantage 
to the Clergy, for the fame Reafon that a Maxim in 
Law hath more Weight in the World, than an Arti- 
cle of Faith. And yet, I think there may be fuch a 
Thing as Sacrilege ; becaufe it is frequently mentioned 
by Greek and Roman Authors, as well as defcribed in 
Hoy Writ. This I am fure of; that his Lordlhip 
would, at any Time, excufe a Parliament for not 
concerning it felf in his Properties, without his own 
Confent. 

The Obfervations I have made upon his Lordfliip's 
Difcourfe, have not, I confefs, been altogether pro- 
per to my Subjeft : However, fince he hath been 
pleafed therein to offer fome Propofals to the Houfe 
of Commons, with relation to the Clergy, I hope he 
will excufe me for differing from him ; which .pro- 
ceeds from his own Principle, the Defire of defend- 
ing liberty and Property, that he hath fo ftrenuoufly 
and conftantly maintained. 

But the other Writer openly declares fof a Law, 1 
empowering the Biftiops to fet Fee-Farms ; and fays, 
Whoever intimates that they will deny their Confent 
to fuch a reafonable Law, which the whole Nation 

cries for, are Enemies to them and the Church. 
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Whether this be his real Opinion, or Anly a Strain of 
Mirth and Irony, the Matter is not much. How- 
ever, my Sentiments are fo dire&ly contrary to his ; 
that I think, whoever impartially reads and confidefs 
ivhat I have written upon this Argument, hath either 
ho Regard for the Church effablifhed under the 
Hierarchy of Bifliops, or will never confent to any 
Law that fhall repeal, or elude the limiting Claufe, 
relating to the real half Value, contained in the A& 
of Parliament Decimo Caroli, For the Prefervation of 
the Inheritance, Rights and Profits of Lands belong- 
ing to the Church, and Perfons Ecclefia/lical; which 
was grounded upon Reafons that do ftill, and muff 
for ever fubfift. 

Ofiobcr 2i," 
1723. 
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L E T T E R 

TO THE 

Shop-Keeper s y Tradefmen, Farmers, 

AND 

Common-People of Ireland^ 

CONCERNING THE 

Brass Half-Pence 

Coined by one FP1LLIAM WOOD^ 
Hard-Ware-Man, 

With a DESIGN to have them pafs in this 
KINGDOM. 

Wherein is /hewn, 

♦ 

The Power of his Patent, the Value of ^Half- 
Pence, and how far every Perfon may be obliged 
to take the fame in Payments, and how to behave 
himfelf, in Cafe fuch an Attempt fhould be made 
by Wood, or any other Perfon. 

(Very proper to be kept in every Family.) 

By M. B. Drapier. 

Written in the Year 1724. 

■ 1 1 

Printed in the Year MdccXxxiii. 
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The Drapier's Letters 




To the Tradefmen , Shop-Keepers , 
Farmers^ and Country-People in 
General > of the Kingdom of 
IRELAND. 



Brethren , 




Friends j Countrymen, and Fellow* 
SuOjetfs. 

H A T I intend now to fay to you, is, 
next to your Duty to God, and the 
Care of your Salvation, of the greateft 
Concern to your felvres, and your Chil- 
dren ; your Bread and Cloathing, and 
every common Nece(Tary of Life entirely depend 
upon it. Therefore I do moft earneftly exhort 
you as Men, as Chrifiians, as Parents, and as 
Lovers of your Country, to read this Paper with 
the utmoft Attention, or get it read to you by. 
others ; which that you may do at the lefs Ex- 
pence, I have ordered the Printer to fell it at tho 
loweft Rate. 

It is a great Fault among you, that when a Per- 
fon writes with no other Intention than to do you, 
Gvod, you will not be at the Pains to read his Ad- 
vkes : One Copy of this Paper may ferve a Do- 
zen of you, which will be lefs than a Farthing a- 
piece. It is your Folly, that you have no com- 
Vol. IV. F m0 « 
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mon or general Intereft in your View, not ever* 
the Wifeft among you ; neither do you know or* 
enquire, or care who are your Friends, or who aref 
your Enemies. 

About four Years ago, a little Book was written 
to advife all People to wear the * Manufactures of 
this our own Dear Country : It had no other De- 
fign, faid nothing againft the King or Parliament* 
or dny Perfon whatfoever, yet the Poor Printer 
was profecuted two Years, with the utmoft Violence ; 
and even fome W eavers themfelves, for 
whofe Sake it was written, being upon the J u r r, 
Found Him Guilty. This would be e- 
nough to difcourage any Man from endeavouring 
to ao you Good, when you will either neglect 
him, or fly in his Face for his Pains ; and when 
he muft expeft only Danger to himfelf and to 
be fined and imprifoned, perhaps to his Ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once more 
of the manifeft Deftru&ion before your Eyes, if 
you do riot behave your felves as you ought. 

I will therefore firft tell you the plain Story of 
the Fa(f ; and then I will lay before yo\i, how you 
ought to a& in common Prudence, and according 
Nto the Laws of your Country. 

THE Faff is thus ; It having been many Years 
iince Copper Half-Pence or Farthings 
were laft Coined in this Kingdom, they have been 
for fome Time very fcarce, and many Ceant erf cits 
paffed about under the Name of Raps: Several 
Applications were made to England, that we 
might have Liberty to Coin New Ones, as in fo r- 

* Vide onesf the preceding Pamphlet j, entitled, A Prepofal for 
thtUfeofhifaManHfafhw. ^ * J J 
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feer Times we did ; but they did not fucceed. At 
laft one Mr. Wood, a mean ordinary Man* a 
Hard-Ware Dealer > procured a Patent under His 
Majesty's Broad Seal, to coin 108000 /. 
in Copper for this Kingdom ; which Patent how- 
ever did not oblige any one here to take them, un- 
lefs they pleafed. Now you muft know, that the 
H a l f-P e n c e and Farthings in £fff- 
land pafsfor very little more than they are worth : 
And if you fhould beat them to Pieces, and fell 
them to the Brazier ', you would not lofe much 
above a Penny in a Shilling. But Mr. Wood 
made his H a l f-P e n c e of fuch Bafe Metal, 
and fo much fmaller than the Englijb ones, that 
the Brazier would hardly give you above a Pen- 
ny of good Money for a Shilling of his ; fb that 
this Sum of 108000/. in good Gold and Silver, 
rhufl; be given for T r a s h that will not be worth 
above Eight or NineThoufand Pounds real Value. 
But this is not the Worft ; for Mr, Wood, when 
he pleafes, may by Stealth fend over another 
108000/. and buy all our Goods for Eleven Parts 
in Twelve, under the Value. For Example, if a 
Hatter fells a Dozen of Hats for Five Shillings 
a-piece, which amounts to Three Pounds, and re- 
ceives the Payment in Mr. Woods Coin, he 
really receives only the Value of Five Shillings. 

Perhaps you will wonder how fuch an ordina^ 
iy Fellow as this Mr. Wood could have fo much 
Intereft as to get His Majesty's Broad Seal for fo 
great a Sum of bad Money, to be fent to this poor 
Country ; and that all the Nobility and Gentry h^re 
could not obtain the fame Favour, and let us make 
6urx>wn Half-pence, as we ufed to do. Now 

F* I 
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I will mate that Matter very plain. We ate at * 
great Diftance from the Kings Court* and haVe 
no body there to folicit for us, although a great 
Number of Lords and Squires* whofe Eftates are 
here, and are our Countrymen, fpend all their 
Lives and Fortunes there. But this fame Mr. 
Wood was able to attend conftantly for his own 
Intereff; he is an Englishman and had Grfat 
Friends, and it feems knew very well where to 
give Money* to thofe that would fpeak to Others 
that could fpeak to the King, and would tell a 
Fair Story. And His Majesty, and perhaps 
the great Lord or Lords who advifed him, might 
think it was for our Country's Good ; and fo, as 
the Lawyers exprefc it, the King was deceived in 
his Grant ; which often happens in all Reigns. 
And I am fure if His Majesty knew that fuch 
a Patent, if it (hould take Effed according to 
the Defire of Mr. Wood, would utterly ruin this 
Kingdom, which hath given fuch great Proofs of 
its Loyalty ; he would immediately recall it, and 
perhaps Ihew his Difpleafure to Some Body or 
Ot her : But a Word to the Wife is enough. Moft 
of you muft have heard with what Anger our Ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons received an Account or 
this Wood's Patent. There were feveral Fine 
Speeches made upon it, and plain Proofs, that it 
was all a Wicked Cheat from the Bottom to the 
*top ; and feveral fmart Votes were printed, which 
that fame Wood had the Affurance toanfwer like- 
wife in Print, and in fo confident a Way, as if he 
were a better Man than our whole Parliament puc 
together. 

This 
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This Wood, asfoon as his Patent waspafled, 
or Coon after, fends over a great many Barrels of 
thofe Half-Pence, to Cork and other Sea-Port 
Towns, and to get them off, offered an Hundred 
Pounds in his Coin for Seventy or Eighty in Sil- 
ver: But the Colled or s of the King's Cuftoms ve- 
ry honeflly refuted to take them, and fo did almoft 
every body elfe. And fince the Parliament hath 
condemned them, and defired the King that they 
might be flopped, all the Kingdom do abominate 
them. 

But Wood is ftill working under hand to 
fore * his Half-Pence upon us ; and if he can by 
help of his Friends in England prevail fo far as to 
get an Order that the Commiffioners and Coll colors 
of the King's Money fhall receive them, and that 
ths Army is to be paid with them, then he thinks 
bis Work fhall be done. And this is the Difficulty 
you will be under in fuch zCafe: For the common 
Soldier when he goes to the Market or Ale-boufe % 
will offer this Money, and if it be refufed, perhaps 
he will fwagger and be&or, and threaten to beat 
the Butcher or Ale-wife, or take the Goods by 
Force, and throw them the bad Half-Pence. In 
this and the like Cafes, the Sbop-keeger, or Vic* 
tualler, or any other Tradefman has no more to do, 
than to demand ten times the Price of his Goods, 
if it is to be paid in Wood's Money; for Exam- 
ple, Twenty Pence of that Money for a jQ/tart of 
Ale % and fo in all things elfe, and not part with 
his Goods till he gets the Money. 

Fob. fuppofe you go to an Ale-boufe with that 
bafe Money, and the Landlord gives you a Quarc 
for pour or thefe Half-Pence, what muft th« 

Victualler 
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Viffualler do ? His Brewer will not be paid in, 
that Coin, or if the Brewer fhould be fuch a Fool , 
the Farmers will not take it from them for their 

- 

* Bere, becaufe they are bound by their Leafes to 
pay their Rents in Good and Lawful Money of 
England, which this is not, nor of Ireland nei- 
ther, and the Squire their Landlord will never be 
fo bewitched to take fuch Trajb for his Land ; fo 
that it muft certainly flop fomewhere or other, and 
wherever it flops it is the fame Thing, and we are 
all undone. 

The common Weight of thefe Half-Pence 
is between four and five to an Ounce ; fuppofe 
five, then three Shillings and four Pence will weigh 
a Pound, and confequenrly Twenty Shillings will 
weigh «Sf # Pounds Butter Weight. Now there are 
many hundred Farmers who pay Two hundred 
Poijnds a Year Rent : Therefore when one of thefe 
Farmers comes with his Half-Year's Rent, which is 
One hundred Pound, it will be at leaft Six hundred 
Pound weight, which is Three Horfes Load. 

If a Squire has a mind to come to Town to 
buy Cloaths and Wine and Spices for himfclf and 
Family, or perhaps to pafs the Winter here ; he 
muft bring with him five or fix Horfes loaden with 
Sacks as the Farmers bring their Corn ; and when 
his Lady comes in her Coach to our Shops, it muft 
be folio wed by a Car loaded with Mr. Woods 
Money. And I hope we ftiall have the Grace to 
take it for no more than it is worth. 

They fay Squire Conolly has Sixteen Thou- 
fand Pounds a Tear ; now if he fends for his 

_ 

* A Sett of Sarl'r '» Ireland. 

Rent 
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Rent to Town, as it is likely be does, he mull 
have Two Hundred and Fifty Horfes to bring up his 
Half Tear s Rent, and two or three great Cellars 
in his Houfe for Stowage, But, what the Bankers 
will do I cannot tell. For I am allured, thatforne 
great Bankers keep by them Forty Thoufand Pounds 
in ready Cafli to anfwer all Payments, which Sum 
in Mr. Wood's Money, would require Twelve 
Hundred Horfes to carry it. 

For my own Part, I am already refolved what 
to do ; I have a pretty good Shop of Irijb Stuffs 
and Silks, and inftead of taking Mr. Wood's bad 
Copper, I intend to Truck with my Neighbours 
the Butchers, and Bakers, and Brewers, and the 
reft, Goods for Goods, and the little Gold and Sil- 
ver I have, I will keep by me like my Heart's 
Blood till better Times, or until I am juft ready to 
ftarve, and then I will buy Mr. Wood's Money, 
as my Father did the Brafs Money in Y^\vi% James % 
Time ; who could buy Ten Pound of it with a G//i- 
nea^ ana 1 ] iope to get as much for a Piftole, and 
fo purchafe Bread from thofe who will be fucH 
Fools as to fell it me. 

These Half-f ence, if they oncepafs, will foon 
be Counterfeit y becaufe it may be cheaply done, the 
Stuff* is fo Bafe. The Dutch likewife will pro- 
bably do the fame thing, and fend them over to 
us to pay for our Goods ; and Mr. Wood will ne- 
ver be at reft, but coin on : So that in fome Years 
we (hall have at leaft five Times 108000 /. of this 
Lumber. Now the current Money of this King 7 
dom is not reckoned to be above Four Hundred 
Thoufand Pounds in al| ; and while there is a J/A 

ver 
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v$r Six-Pence left, thefe Blood fuckers will never 
be quiet. 

When once the Kingdom is reduced to fuch a 
Condition, I will tell you what muft he the End ; 
The Gentlemen of Ejiates will all turn off their 
fmants fqr want of Payment ; becaufe, as I told 
you before, the Tenants are obliged by their Lea- 
fes to pay Sterling, which is Lawful Current Mo- 
ney of England ; then they will turn their own 
Farmers, as too many of them do already, run all 
into Sheep where they can, keeping only fuch othe? 
Cattle as are neceflary ; then they will be their 
own Merchants, and fend their Wool, and Butter, 
and Hides, and Linnen beyond Sea for ready Mo- 
ney, and Wine, and Spices, and Silks. They will 
keep only a few miferable Cottagers. The Far- 
mers muft Rolf or Beg, or leave their Count rey^ 
The Shop keepers in this and every other Town, 
muft Break and Starve : For it is the Landed-man 
that maintains the Merchant, and Shop keeper, and 
Handicrafts- Man. 

But whan the Squire turns Farmer and Mer- 
chant himfelf, all the good Money* he gets from 
abroad, ha will hoard up to fend ror England, and 
keep fome poor Taylor or Weaker, and the like, 
in his own Houfe, who will be glad to get Bread 
at any Rate. 

I should never have done, if I were to tell yon 
ill tha Miferies that we (hall undergo, if we be fo 
Foolijh and Wicked as to take this Curfed Coin. Ic 
would be very hard, if all Ireland fhould be put 
into One Scale, and this forry Fellow Wo o d into 
tfre other : That Mr. W o o d fhould weigh down 
this whole Kingdom, by which England gets above 

a Million 
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a Million of good Money every Year clear into their 
pockets : And that is more than the Englijb do by 
all the World befides. 

But y out great Comfort is, that, as his Maje- 
fty's Patent doth not oblige you to take this Mo- 
ney, fb the Laws have not given the Crown a 
Power of forcing the Sqbjetfs to take what Money. 
the King pleafes : For then by the fame Reafon 
we might be bound to take Pebble-fiones, or Cockle- 
jh ells, or fiamped Leather for Current Coin ; if ever 
we ihould happen to live under an ill Prince ; whci 
might likewife by the lame Power make a Guinea 
pafs for Ten Pounds, a Shilling for Twenty Shil- 
lings, and fo on ; by which he would in a fliort 
Time get all the Silver and Gold of the Kingdom 
into his own Hands, and leave us nothing but 
Brafs or Leather, or what he pleafed. Neither 
is any thing reckoned more Cruel or Oppreffive in) 
the French Government, than their common Prac- 
tice of calling in all their Money after they have 
funk it very low, and then coining it a-ne w at 
a much higher Value ; which however is not the 
Thoufandth Part fb wicked as this abominable Pro- 
je& of Mr. Wood. For the French give their Sub- 
jefts Silver for Silver, and Gold for Gold ; but thU 
Fellow will not fo much as give us good Brafs or 
Copper for our Gold and Silver, nor even a Twelfth) 
Part of their Worth. 

Having faid this much, I will now go on to 
tell you the Judgments of fome great Lawyers in, 
this Matter ; wnom I fee'd on purpofe for your 
Sakes, and got their Opinions under their Hands, 
that I might be fure I wenj upon good Grounds. 
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A Famous Law-Book called the Mirrour of Ju- 
ftice, difcourftng of the Charters (or Laws) ordain- 
ed by our Ancient Kings, declares the Law to beat 
follows : It was ordained that no King of this 
Realm fhould Change, or Impair the Money, 
or make any other Money than of Qo\A or Sil- 
ver without the Affent of all the Counties, that is, 
as my Lord Coke fays, * without the Affent of Par- 
liament. 

This Book is very Ancient, and of great Au- 
thority for the Time in which it was wrote, and 
with that Chara&er is often quoted by that great 
Lawyer my Lord Coke \. By the Laws of Eng- 
land, feveral Metals are divided into Lawful or 
true Adlet #/and unlawful otfalfe Metal '; the For- 
mer comprehends Silver or Gold, the Latter all Ba* 
fer Metals : That the Former is only to pafs in 
Payments, appears by an Aft of Parliament J made 
the Tweentieth Year of Edward the Firft, called 
the Statute concerning the paffing of Pence-, which I 
give you here as I got it rranflated into Englifb ; 
For fome of our Laws at that time were, as I am 
told, writ in Latin : Whoever in Buying or Selling 
. prefumeth to refnfe an Half -penny or Farthing of 
Lawful Money , bearing the Stamp which it ought 
to have, let him be feized on as a Contemner of the 
Kings Majefiy, and cafl into Prifon. 

By i)\\s Statute, no Perfon is to be reckoned a 
Contemner of the Kings Majefiy , and for that 
Crime to be committed to Prifon ; but he who rer 
fuferh to accept the King's Coin made of Laivful 
Metal: by which as I obferved before, Silver and 
^^^ly^areiqtaided. That 

* * Infi. 5 :tf. | 2 hft. 116. 7. 1 2 lift. 577. 



Digitized by LaOOQle 



Sfi&* Drawer's Letters. 75 

That this is the true Gmftruftion of the A$, 
appears not only from the plain Meaning of the 
Words, but from my Lord Cokes * Obfervation 
Upon it. By this A# (fays he) it appears, that no 
Subjeft can be forced to take in Buytng or Selling 
or other Payments, any Money made but of lawful 
Metal ; that is, of Silver or Gold. 

The Law of "England gives the King all Mines 
of Gold and Silver, but not the Mines of other 
Metals ; the Realbnof which Prerogative oxPoWr 
er, as it is given \ by my Lord Coke, is becaufe 
Money can be made of Gold and Silver ; but no? 
of other Metals. 

Pursuant to this Opinion, Half -penc? and Far- 
things were anciently made of Silver, which is 
evident from the Ad of Parliament of Hen- 
ry the I Vth. Chap. 4. whereby it is ena&ed as fol- 
\ lows : Item, for the great Scarcity that is at pre- 
ent within the Realm of England of Half-pence 
and Farthings of 'Silver ; it is ordained and efiablifh- 
ed, that the third Part of all the Money of Silver 
Plate which Jball be brought to the Bullion, fhall 
le made in Half-pence and Farthings. This fhews 
that by the Words Halfpenny and Farthing of 
Lawful Money in that Jjtatute concerning the paf- 
ftng of Pence, is meant a fmall Coin in Halfpence 
and Farthings of Silver. 

This is further manifeft from the Statute of the 
Ninth Year of Edward the Hid. Chap. 3 . which 
enafts, That no fterling Half-penny or Farthing be 
Molten for to make Veffels, or any other thing by 



* ilvfi- 577- t * 5 77.* 

the 



Digitized Dy VjUO 



30 LETTER I 

the GoJd-fmiths, nor others, upon Forfeiture of the 
Money fo molten or melted.) 

By another Aft in this King's Reign, Black Mo* 
ftey was not to be current in England And by an 
Aft made in the Eleventh Year of his Reign, Chap. 
5. Galley Halfpence were not to pafs : What kind 
of Coin thefe were I do not know ; but I prefume 
thy were made of Bafe Metal. And thefe 
Acts were no New Laws, but further Declarations 
pf the old Laws relating to the Coin. 

Thus the Law Hands in Relation to Coin. Nor 
is there any Example to the contrary, except one 
in Davis's Reports ; who tells us, that in the time 
pf fyrones Rebellion, Queen Elizabeth ordered 
Money of mixt Metal to be coined in the Tower 
of London, and fent over hither for Payment of 
the Army ; obliging all People to receive it ; and 
Commanding, that all Silver Money (hould be taken 
only as Bullion, that is, for as much as it weighed. 
Davis tells us feveral Particulars in this Matter too 
long here to trouble you with, and that the Privy 
Council of this Kingdom obliged a Merchant in 
England to receive this mixt Money for Goods trans- 
mitted hither. 

But this Proceeding is rejefted by all the beft 
Lawyers, as contrary to Law, the Privy Council here 
having no fuch legal Power. And befides it is to 
be confidered, that the Queen was then under great 
Difficulties by a Rebellion in this Kingdom affifted 
from Spain. And, whatever is done in great Exigen- 
ces and dangerous Times, Ihould never be an Ex- 
ample to proceed by in Seafons of Peace and J£ui- 
etnefs. 

I win 
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1 will now, my dear Friends, to fave you the 
Trouble, fet before you in fhort, what the Lavt 
obliges you to do ; and what it does not obHge you 
to. 

First, youareobliged to take all Money inpay- 
ments which is coined by the King, and is of the 
Englifb Standard or Weight ; provided it be of Gold 
or Silver. 

Secondly, you are not obliged to take any Mo- 
ney which is not of Gold or Silver ; not only the 
Half -pence or Farthings of England, but of any 
other Country. And it is meerly for Convenience, 
or Eafe, that you are content to take them ; becaufe 
the Cuftom of coining Silver Halfpence and Far- 
things hath long been left off ; I fuppofe, on Ac- 
count of their being fubjeft to be loft. 

Thirdly, Much left are we obliged to take 
thofe Vile Halfpence of that fame Wood, by which 
you mud lole almoft Eleven-Pence in every 
Shilling. 

Therefore, my Friends, ftand to it One and 
All : Refofe this Filthy frajb. It is noTreafon to 
rebel againft Mr. Wood. His Majefty in his Patent 
obliges no body to take thefe Halfpence : Our 
Gracious Prince hath no fuch ill Advifers about 
him ; or if he had, yet you fee the Laws have not 
left it in the Kings Power, to force us to rake any 
Coin but what is Lawful, of right Standard, Gold 
and Silver. Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me in the next Place apply my felf par- 
ticularly to you who are the poorer Sort ottradef- 
tnen : Perhaps you may think you will not be fo 
great LofersastheRich, if thefe Half -pence ftiould 
pafs ; becaufe you feldom fee my Silver, and your 

Cuftomers 
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Cuftomers come ro your Shops or Stalls with no- 
thing but Brafs ; which you likewife find hard to 
be got. But you may take my Word, whenever 
this Money gains Footing among you, you will be 
utterly undone. IF you Carry thefe Half -pence to a 
Shop for Tobacco or Brandy \ or any other Thing 
you want ; the Shop-keeper will advance his Goods 
accordingly, or elfe he muft break and leave the 
Key under the Door. Do you think I will fell you 
a Yard of Ten-penny Stuff for Twenty of Mr. Woocfs 
Half-pence ? No, not under Two Hundred at 
leafl ; neither will I be at the Trouble of counting, 
but weigh them in a Lump. I will tell you one 
Thing further; that if Mr. Wood's Projeft Ihould 
take, it will ruin even our Beggars : For when I 
give a Beggar a Half -penny, it will quench his 
Thirft, or go a good Way to fill his Belly ; but 
the Twelfth Part or a Half-penny will do him no 
more Service than if I fhould give him three Pins 
out of my Sleeve. 

In fhorr ; thefe Halfpence are like the accurfed 
Thing, which, as the Scripture tells us, the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael were forbidden to touch. They will 
run about like the Plague and deftroy every one 
who lays his Hands upon rhem. I have heard Scho- 
lars talk of a Man who told the King that he had 
invented a Way to torment People by putting them 
into a Bull of Brafs with Fire under it : But the 
Prince put the Projector firft into his own Brazeft 
Bull to make the Experiment. This very much re- 
fembles the Projeft of Mr. Wood ; and the like of 
this may poflibly be Mr. Wood's Fate ; that the Brafs 
he contrived to torment this Kingdom with, may 
prove his own Torment, and his Deftru&ion at laft. 

N. B. 
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N. B. The Author of this'Paper is informed by 
Perfons who have made it their Bufinefs to be ex- 
aft in their Obfervations on the true Value of thefe 
Half-pence ; that any Perfon may expeft to get a 
Quart of Two-penny Ale for Thirty Six of them. 

I desire that all Families may keep this Paper care-* 
fully by them to refrefh their Memories whenever 
they fhall have farther Notice of Mr. Wood's Half- 
pence, or any other the like Impofture. 
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A LETTER to tir. Harding the 
Printer, upon Occaficn of a Pa* 
ragraph in his News-Paper of Au- 
gufi ift) 1724, relating to Mr* 
Woods Half-Pence. 

N your News-Letter of the Firft 
Inftant, there is a Paragraph, dated 
from London, July 25th, relating 
to Wood's Half-pence ; whereby ic 
is plain, what I foretold in my 
Letter to the Shop-keepers, Sc. 
that this vile Fellow would never be at Reft ; and 
that the Danger of our Ruin approaches nearer ; 
And therefore the Kingdom requires New and Frefb 
Warning. However I take that Paragraph to be 
in a great Meafure, an Impofition upon the Pub- 
lick ; at leaft I hope fo, becaufe I am informed that 
Wood \s generally his own News- Writer, I cannot 
but obferve from that Paragraph, that this Publick 
Enemy of ours, not fatisfied to Ruin us with hi* 
Tralh, takes every Occafion to treat this Kingdom 

witl> 
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with the utmoft Contempt. He reprefents Several 
pf our Merchants and Traders upon Examination 
before a Committee of Council, agreeing that there 
was the utmoft Necejfity of Copper-Money here, 
"before bis Patent ; fo that jeveral Gentlemen have 
been forced to Tally with their Workmen, and give 
them Bits of Cards, fea/ed and fubferibed with their 
Names. What then ? If a Phyfcian prefcribe to 
a Patient a Dram of Phyfick, (hall a Rafcal Apo- 
thecary cram him with a Pound, and mix it up with 
Poyfon ? And is not a Landlord s Hand and Seal to 
his own Labourers a better Security for Five or 
Ten Shillings, than PW's Brafs Ten Times below 
the Real Value, can be to the Kingdom, for an 
Hundred and Eight Thoufand Pounds ? 

But who are thefe Merchants and Traders of 
Ireland that make this Report of the utmoft Necef 
ftty we are under for Copper Money? They are only 
a few Betrayers of their Country, Confederates with 
Wood, from whom they are to purchafe a great Quan- 
tity of hisCoin, perhaps at half thePrice that we are to 
take it, and Vend it among us to the Ruin of the Pub- 
lick, and their own private Advantage. Are not thefe 
excellent Witneffes, upon whofe Integrity the Fate of 
a Kingdom muft depend ; who are Evidences in their 
own Caufe , and Sharers in this Work of Ini- 
quity ? 

If we could have, deferved the Liberty of coin- 
ing for our felves, as we formerly did, (and why 
we have not is r every Body s Wonder as well as mine) 
Ten Thoufand Pounds might have been coined 
here in Dublin of only one Fifth below the intrin- 
fick Value, and this Sum, with the Stock of Half- 

V ol IV. p penes 1 
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ftnC€ we then had, would have been fuffieienf* : 
But Woody by his Emiflaries, Enemies to God and 
jhis Kingdom, hath taken Care to buy up as mi- 
ny of our old Half-pence as he could ; and from 
thence the prefent Want of Change arifes ; to re* 
move which, by Mr. Wood's Remedy, would be, 
to cure a Scratch on the Finger by cutting off the 
Arm. But fuppofmg there were not one Farthing 
of Change in the whole Nation, I will maintain, 
that Five and Twenty Thoufand Pounds would be 
a Sum fully fufficient to anfwer all our Occafions. 
I am no inconfiderable Shop-keeper in this Town, 
I have difcourfed with feveral of my own, and 
other Trades ; with many Gentlemen both of City 
and Country ; and alfo, with great Numbers of Far- 
mers., Cottagers, and Labourers ; who all agree that 
Two Shillings in Change for every Family, would 
be more than neceflary in all Dealings. Now by 
the largeft Computation (even before that grievous 
Difcouragement of jigriculture^ which hath fo 
much leflened our Numbers) the Souls in this 
Kingdom are computed to be One Million and a 
half; which, allowing Six to a Family, makes 
Two Hundred and Fifty Thoufand Families , and 
confequently, Two Shillings to each Family wifl 
amount only to Five and Twenty thoufand Pounds: 
Whereas this Honeji LiberalHard-ware-Man Wood y 
would impofe upon us above Four Times that 
Sum. 

Your Paragraph relates further ; that Sir Ifaac 
Newton reported an jlj/ay taken at the Tower ', of 
Wood's Metal ; by which it appears, that Wood had 
in all refpe&s performed bis Contratf. His Con- 
trad ! With whom ? Was it with the Parliament 

or 
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fer People of Ireland? Are nor they to be f he Pur- 
thafers ? But they deteft, abhor, and reje£t it, as 
Corrupt, Fraudulent, mingled with Dirt and Trafh. 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to Law, and 
will impofe his Goods upon us by Force. 

But your News-Letter fays, that an Ajfay was 
made of the Coin. How impudent and infuppor- 
table is this ? Wood takes Care to coin a Dozen or 
two Half-pence of good Metal, fends them to the 
Tower and they are approved, and thefe muft an- 
fwer all that he hath already Coined, or (hall Coin 
for the future. It is true, indeed, that a Gentle- 
man often fends to my Shop for a Pattern of Stuff ; . 
I cut it fairly off, and if he likes it, he comes or 
fends and compares the Pattern with the whole 
Piece, and probably we come to a Bargain. But if 
I were to buy an hundred Sheep, and the Grazier 
fliould bring me one fingle Weather, fat and well 
fleeced by way of Pattern, and expeft the fame Price 
round for the whole hundred, without fuffering 
me to fee them before he was paid, or giving 
me good Security to reffore my Money for thole 
that were Lean, or Shorn, or Scabby ; I Would be 
none of his Cuftomer. I have heard of a Man 
who had a Mind to fell his Houfe, and therefore 
carried a Piece of Brick in his Pocket, which he 
fliewed as a Pattern to encourage Purchalers : And 
this is direftly the Cafe in Point with Mr. Wood" $ 
Affay. 

The next Part of the Paragraph contains Mr. 
Wood's voluntary Propofals for preventing any fu- 
ture Objeifions or Apprehenfions. 

His Firft Propofal is ; That whereas he hath al- 
ready coined [event een thoufand Pounds } and has 

G 2 " Capper 



Digitized by Google 



84 LETTER H 

Copper prepared to make it up forty tboufanrl 
founds , be will be content to Coin no more, unlefs 
the EXIGENCES OF tRADE REQUIRE K 
although bis Patent empowers him to coin a fat 
greater Quantity. 

To which if I were to anfwer it ftioirid be 
thus i Let Mr. Wood and his Crew of Founders 
inA Tinker's coin on till there is not an oW Kettle 
left in the Kingdom : Let them com old Leather 
Tobacco-pipe Clay, or the Dirt m the Streets, and 
call their Trumpery by what Name they pleafe 
from 4 Guinea to a Farthing ; we are not under any 
Concern to know how he and his Tribe or Ac- 
complices think lit to employ themfehres; But I 
hope, and trull, that we are all to a Man fully de- 
termined to have nothing to do with htm or hi* 
Ware. 

The King ha* given him a Patent to coin Bait 
pence, but hath not obliged us to take them : And I 
have already {hewn in my Letter to the Shop- keepers, 
iHc. that the Law hath not left it in the Power of 
the Prerogative to compel the Subjeft to take any 
Money, befide Gold and Silver, of the Right Ster- 
ling and Standard. 

Wood further propofes, (if I underftand him 
fight, for his Expreffions are dubious) that be will 
not coin above Forty Tboufand Pounds unkfs Thb 
Exigences of Trade require it : Firft, I ob* 
ferve, that this Sum of Forty fboufand Pounds is 
almoft double to what I proved to be fufficient for 
the whole Kingdom, although we had not one of 
Our old Half-pence left. Again I ask, who is to be 
Judge when the Exigences op Trade require 
it 1 Without doubt, he means bimfelf ; for as to 

us 



Digitized by Google 



ft* Drapiek's Letters^ 8f . 

x& of this poor Kingdom, who muft be utterly ruin- 
ed if his ProjeA Ihould fuccced, we were never 
Once confulted till the Matter was over ; and he 
will judge of our Exigences by his own : Neither 
will thefe be ever sit an End, till he and his Accom- 
plices will think they have enough : And it now 
appears that he will not be content with all our 
Gold and Silver, but intends to buy up our Goods 
and Manufa&ures with the fame doin. 

I shall not enter into Examination of the Pri- 
ces for which he now propofes to fell his Half- 
pence, or what he calls his Copper, by the Pound ; 
I have faid enough of it in my former Letter, and 
it hath likewife been confidered by others. It is 
certain, that by his own firft Computation, we were 
ro pay Three Shillings for what was intrinfically 
worth but One, although \z had been of the true 
Weight and Standard for which he pretended to 
have contra&ed ; but there is fo great a Difference 
both in Weight and Badqefs in feveral of his Coins, 
that fome of them have been Nine in Ten below 
the intrinfick Value, and moft of them Six. or 
Seven. 

His laft Propofal being of a peculiar Strain and 
Narure, defervesto be very particularly confidered, 
both on Account of the Matter and the Style. It 
is as follows. 

Lajlly, in Confifaration. of the direful Jppreben- 
fions which prevail in Ireland, that Afr. Wood 
will by fucb Coinage drain them of their Gold and± 
Silver ; be propofes to take their M^msfalfures in 
Exchange ; and that no Perfon be Obliged to re- 
ceive more than Five-penc* Halfpenny at one Pay- 
\nent. 

First 
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First. Obferve this little impudent Hard-war^ 
Man turning into ridicule the Direful Apprehenfir 
ofts of a whole Kingdom, priding himfelf as the 
Caule of them, and daring to prefcribe what nq 
King of England ever attempted, how far a whole 
Nation fhall be obliged to take his BrafsCoin. And 
he has Reaion to infult; for fure there was never 
an Example in Hiftory, of a great Kingdom kept 
in Awe for above Year, in daily Dread of utter De- 
1 trudYion ; not by a powerful Invader at the Head of 
Twenty thoufand Men; not by a Plague or a Fa- 
mine ; not by a tyrannical Prince (for we never had 
one more Gracious) or a corrupt Adminiftration ; 
but by one fingle, diminutive, infignificant Me- 
dian ick. 

But to go on. To remove our Dirhful Ap- 
prehensions that he will drain us of our Gold and 
Sik-er by his Coinage, this little Arbitrary Mock~Mo~ 
narch mod Gracioufly offers to take our Manufac- 
tures in Exchange. Are our hip Underfhndings 
indeed fo low in his Opinion? Is not this the ve- 
ry Mifery we complain of? That his curfed Pro- 
ject will put us under the Neccffiry of felling our 
Goods for what is equal to Nothing. How would 
inch a Propofal found from France or Spain, or any 
other Country with which we trafiick, if they 
fhoukl offer to deal w 7 ith us only upon this Condi- 
tion, that we fhould take their Money at Ten 
Times higher than the iutrinfick Value ? Does Mr. 
Wood think, for Inltance, that we will fell him a 
Stone of Wool for a Parcel of his Counters not 
Avorth Sis pence, when we can fend it to England 
and receive as many Shillings in Gold and Silver? 

Surely 



Digitized by 



The Drapiers Letters. 1 87 

Sureiy there was never heard fuch a Compound of 
Impudence, Villany, and Folly. 

His Propofals conclude with perfeft Higher e a- 
fou. He promifes, that^no Perfonftiall be Obliged 
to receive more than Five-pence Half-penny of his 
Coin in one Payment : By which it is plain, that 
he pretends to Oblige every Subjeft in this King- 
dom to take (b much in every Paymenr, if it be 
offered : Whereas his Patent Obliges no Man ; nor 
can the Prerogative, by Law, claim fuch a Power ; 
as I have often obferved : So that here Mr. Wood 
takes upon him the Entire Legiflature^ and an ab- 
folute Dominion over the Properties of the whole 
Nation. 

Good God ! Who are this Wretch's Adv'tfersf 
Who are his Supporters, Abettors \ Encouragers, or 
Sharers' 1 . Mr. Wood will Oblige me to take Five- 
pence Half- penny of his Brafs in every Paymenr. 
And I will fhoot Mr. Wood and his Deputies 
through the Head, like High-way Men or Houfe- 
breakcrs, if they dare to force one Farthing of their 
Coin on me in the Payment of an Hundred Pounds. 
It is no Lois of Honour to fubmlt to the Lion : 
But who, with the Figure of a Man^ can think 
with Patience of being devoured alive by a Rat ? 
He has laid a Tax upon the People of Ireland of 
Seventeen Shillings at leaft in the Pound : A Tax, 
I fay, not only upon Lands, but Intereftr Money, 
Goods, Manufa&ures, the Hire of Handicraftsmen, 
Labourers and Servants. Shop-keepers, look tq 
your felver. Wood will oblige and force you rq 
take Five-pence Half-penny of his Trafh in every 
Payment ; and many of you receive Twenty, Thir- 
ty, Forty Payments in one Day ; or elfe you can 
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hardly find Bread : And pray confider, how much 
that will amount to in a Year : Twenty times Five- 
pence Half-penny is Nine Shillings and Two Pence ; 
which is above an Hundred arid Sixty Pounds a Year : 
Whereby you will be Lofers of at leaft One Hun- 
dred and Forty Pounds by taking your Payments in 
his Money. If any of you be content to deal with 
Mr. Wood on fuch Conditions, thejMnay : But for 
my own particular ; Let bis Money per i/b with bin*. 
If the famous Mr. Hambden rather chofe to go to 
Prifon, than pay a few Shillings to King Charles I. 
without Authority of Parliament ; I will rather 
chufe to be Hanged than have all my Subftance 
Taxed at Seventeen Shillings in the Pound, at the 
Arbitrary Will and Pleafure of the venerable Mr. 
Wood. 

The Paragraph concludes thus. N. B. (that is 
to fay Nota Bene, or Mark well) No Evidence 
appeared from Ireland or elfewbere t to prove the 
Mifcbiefs complained of, or any Abnfes what- 
focver. committed in the Execution of the faid 
Grant. 

The Impudence of this Remark exceeds all that 
went before, Firft, the Houfe of Commons in 
Ireland i which reprefents the whole People of 
the Kingdom : And, Secondly, the Privy Council 
Addreffed His Majefty againft thefe Half-pence. 
What could be done more to exprefs the univerfal 
Senfc of the Nation ? If his Copper were Dia- 
monds, and the Kingdom were entirely againft it ; 
would not That be fufficient to rejeft it ? Muft a 
Committee of the whole Houfe of Commons, and 
our whole Privy Council go over to Argue Pro and 
Cm with Mr. Wood? To what End did the King 

give 
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give his Patent for Coining Half-pence in Ireland? 
was it not, becaufe it was reprefented to His 
Sacred Majefty, that fuch a Coinage would be 
of Advantage to the Good of this Kingdom, and 
of all His Subje&s here ? It is to the Patentee's 
Peril if his Reprefentation be falfe ; and the Exe- 
cution of his Patent be Fraudulent and Corrupt. 
Is he fo Wicked and Foolifh to think that his 
Patent was given him to Ruin a Million and a 
Half of People, that he might be a Gainer of 
Three or Fourfcore Thoufand Pounds to him* 
felf ? Before he was at the Charge of paffing 
a Patent ; much more of Raking up fo much 
Filthy Drofs, and Stamping it with His Maje- 
fty's Image and Superfcription ; fhould he not 
firft in common Senfe, in common Equity, and 
common Manners, have confuked the principal 
Parry concerned ; that is to fay, the People of 
the Kingdom, the Houfe of Lords or Commons, 
or the Privy Council ? If any Foreigner Ihould 
ask us, Wbofe Image and Superfcription there is oa 
Wood's Coin ? We (hould be afliamed to tell him it 
was C*far\ In that great Want of Copper Half- 
pence, which he alledges we were, Our City fee 
up our Qefars Statue in excellent Copper, at an 
Expence that is equal in Value to Thirty Thoufand 
Pounds of his Coin : And we will not receive 
his Image in worfe Metal. 

I observe many of our People putting aMelan- 
cholly Cafe on this Subjeft. It is true, fay they, 
we are all undone if Wood's Half-pence muft pals; 
but what {hall we do, if his Majefty puts out a Pro- 
clamation commanding us to take them? This hath 
been often dinned in my Ears. But, I defire my 
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Countrymen to be «flured that there is nothing in 
it. The King never iffues out a Proclamation but 
to enjoin what the Law permits him. He will not 
iffue out a Proclamation againftitfw : Or if fuch a 
Thing fliould happen by a Miftake, we are no more 
obliged to obey it, than to run our Heads into the 
Fire. Befides, his Majefty will never command us 
by a Proclamation, what he does not offer to com- 
mand us in the Patent it fel£ There he leaves it to 
our Difcretion ; fo that our Deftruftion muft be in- 
tirely owing to our felves. Therefore, let no Man 
be afraid of a Proclamation, which will never be 
granted; and if it fliould, yet upon this Occafion, 
Will be of no Force. The King's Revenues here, 
are near four Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year. 
Can you think his Minifters will advife him to take 
fhem in Wood's Brafs, which will reduce the Value 
to Fifty Thoufand Pounds. England gets a Million 
fieri, by this Nation; which, if thisProjeft goes on, 
will be almoft reduced to nothing: And do you 
think thofe who live in England upon Irijb Eftates, 
W ill be content to take an Eighth or a Tenth Parr, 
by being paid in Woods Drofs. 
- If Wood and his Confederates, w ? ere not convinced 
t>( our Stupidity, they never would have attempted 
fb audacious an Enterprize. He now fees a Spirit 
hath been raifed againft him, and he only watches 
till.it begins to flag ; he goes about watching wheq 
to devour ns. He hopes we (hall be weary of con- 
tending with him; and at laft out of Ignorance, or 
Fear, or of being perfe&ly tired with Oppofition, 
we fhall be forced to yield. And, therefore, I con- 
fefs, it is my chief Endeavour to keep up your Spi- 
rits and Refenrmems. If I tell you there is a Pre- 
cipice 
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dpice under you, and that if you go forwards you 
will certainly break' your Necks : If I point to it; 
before your Eyes, muft i be at the Trouble of re- 
peating it every Morning ? Are our People's Hearts 
waxed grofs? Are their pars dull of bearing, and 
' have they clofed their Eyes ? I fear there are fome 
few Vipers among us, who, for Ten or Twenty 
Pounds Gain, would fell their Souls and their Coun- 
try ; although at laft, it would end in their own Ruin 
as well as ours. Be not like the deaf Adder* wbo\. 
refufes to hear the Voice of the Charmer* charm he 
never fo wifely. 

Although my Letter be dire&ed ro you, Mr. 
Harding, yet I intend it for all my Countrymen.' 
I have no Intereft in this Affair, but what is com- 
mon to the Publick : I can live better than many 
others : I have fome Gold and Silver by me, and a 
Shop well furnilhed; and lhall be able to make z. 
Shift, when many of my Betters are ftarving. But 
I am grieved to fee the Coldnefs and Indifference of 
many People with whom I difcourfe. Some are 
afraid of a Proclamation ; others flirug up their- 
Shoulders, and cry, What would you have us to do I 
Some give out, there is no Danger at all : Others 
f re comforted that it will be a common Calamity, 
and they (hall fare no worfe than their Neighbours. 
Will a Man, who hears Midnight-Robbery at his 
Door, get out of Bed, and raife his Family for a 
common Defence ? And (hall a whole Kingdom lie 
in a Lethargy, while Mr. Wood comes at the Head 
of his Confederates to rob them of all they have, 
to ruin us and our Pofterity for ever? If an High- 
wayman meets you on the Road, you give him your 
Money to fave your Life ; but, God be thanked, 
' Mr. 
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Mr. Wood cannot touch a Hair of your Heads. Ton 
have all the Laws of God and Man on your Side. 
When he, or his Accomplices, offer you his Droft, 
it is but faying No, and you are (afe. If a mad Man 
fliould come to my Shop with a Handful of Dirt 
raked out of the Kennel, and offer it in Payment 
for Ten Yards of Stuff, I would pity or laugh at 
him ; or, if his Behaviour deferved it, kick him 
out of my Doors. And, if Mr. Wood comes to de-» 
mand any Gold or Silver, or Commodities for which 
I have paid my Gold and Silver, in Exchange for his 
Trafh, can he deferve or expefib better Treatment ? 

When the evil Day is come, (if it muft come) 
let us mark and obferve thofe who prefume to offer 
thefe Half-pence in Payment. Let their Names and 
Trades, and Places of Abode, be made publick, that 
every one may be aware of them, as Betrayers of 
their Country, and Confederates with Mr. Wood. 
Let them be watched at Markets and Fairs. And let 
the firft honeft Difcoverer give the Word about, 
that WooS* Half-pence have been offered; and cau- 
tion the poor innocent People not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious; but there 
would never be an End, if I attempt to fay all that 
this melancholly Subjeft will bear. I will conclude 
with humbly offering one Propofal ; which if it 
were put in Pra&ice, would blow up this deftruc- 
tive Projeft at once. Let fome skilful judicious 
Pen draw up an Advertisement to the following 
Purpofe. That, 

Whereas one William Wood, Hard-ware-ntan* 
now or lately fojourning in the City of London, hath, 
by many Afifreprefentations, procured a Patent for 
t ohnng an Hundred and Eight Tbovfand Pounds in 
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Copper Half -pence for this Kingdom ; which is a 
Sum fixic times greater than our Occafions require. 
And whereas it is notorious that the [aid Wood 
hath coined his Halfpence ef fuch hafe Metal, and 
falfs Weighty that they are, at leaft, f$x Parts in 
feven below the real Value. And, whereas we 
have Reafon to apprehend, that the faid Wood may % 
at any time hereafter, clandeftinely coin as many 
more tialf pence as he pleafcs. And, whereas the 
faid Patent neither doth, nor can oblige his Majc- 
ftys Sabjetfs, to receive the faid Halfpence in any 
Payment, but leaves it to their voluntary Choice ; 
hecaufe, by Law the Subjeff cannot be obliged to 
take any Money, except Gold or Silver. And, 
whereas, contrary to the Letter and Meaning of the 
faid Patent, the faid Wood hath declared, that % 
every Pcrfon fhall be obliged to take Five-pence Half- 
penny of his Coin in every Payment. And, whereas 
the Houfe of Commons, and Privy-Council, have ft* 
verally addreffed his moft facredMajefly, reprefenU 
ing the ill Confequenccs which the faid Coinage may 
have upon this Kingdom. And lafily, whereas it 
is univcrfally agreed, that the whole Nation, to a 
Man, (except Mr. Wood and his Confederates) are 
in the utmoft Apprehenfions of the ruinous Confe- 
quences, that tnufi follow from the faid Coinage. 
therefore we, wbofe Names are underwritten, be- 
ing Perfons of confiderable Efiates in this Kingdom^ 
and Refiders therein, do unanimoujly refolve, and 
declare, that we will never receive one Farthing 9 
or Halfpenny of the faid Wood i coining ; and that 
we will direH all our Tenants to refufe the faid Coin 
from any Perfon whatfoever ; of which, that they 
may not be ignorant, we have fent them a Copy of 

this 
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this Advertifement, to he read to them hy our 
Stewards, Receivers, &c 

I could wifh, that a Paper of this Nature might 
be drawn up, and figned by two or three Hundred 
principal Gentlemen of this Kingdom ; and printed 
Copies thereof fent to their feveral Tenants: I am 
deceived, if any Thing could fooner defeat this 
execrable Defign of Wood and his Accomplices : 
This would immediately give the Alarm, and let 
the Kingdom on their Guard : This would give 
Gourage to the meaneft Tenant and Cottager. 
How long, O Lord y righteous and true. 

I must tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, that 
you are much to blame. Several Hundred Perfons 
have enquired at your Houfe, for my Letter to the 
Shop-keepers, 8cc. and you had none to fell them. 
Pray keep your felf provided with that Letter, and 
with this; you have got very well by the former; 
but I did not then write for your Sake, any more 
than I do now. Pray advertife both in every News- 
Paper; and let it not be your Fault or mine, if our 
Countrymen will not take Warning. I defire you, 
likewife, to fell them as cheap as you can. 

I am your Servant, 

M. B» 

Aug. 4 , 1724. 
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Some Obfervations upon a Fapet y 
called, The Report of the Commit- 
tee of the Moft Honourable the Pri- 
vy Council in England, relating to 
WoodV Half-pence. 

i 

To the Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom if 

Ireland. 

ft 

A v i n g already written two Let- 
ters to People of my own Level and 
Condition ; And having now very 
prefiing Occafion for writing a Third ; 
I thought I could not more properly 
Addreis it, than ro your Lordjbips and Wbrfbips- 

The Occafion is this. A printed Paper was 
fent to me on the 18 th Inftant, entituled, A Re- 
port of the Committee of the Lords of His Majc- 
jlys Moji Honourable Privy Council in England, 
relating to Mr. Wood's Halfpence and Farthings. 
There is no Mention made where the Paper was 
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printed ; but I fuppofe it to have been in Dublin : 
And I have been told, that the Copy did not come 
over in the Gazette, but in the London Journal, 
or foffle other Print of no Authority or Confe- 
quence : And for any Thing that Legally appears 
to the contrary, it may be a Contrivance to Fright 
us ; or a Projetf of fome Printer, who hath a 
Mind to make a Penny by publifhing fomething 
upon a Subjeft, which now employs all our 
Thoughts in this Kingdom* Mr. Wood in pub- 
lifhing this Paper would infinuate to the World, 
as if the Committee had a greater Concern for his 
Credit and private Emolument, than for the Ho- 
nour of the Privy Council and both Houfes of Par- 
liament Here, and for the Quiet and Weltafe of 
this whole Kingdom : For it feems intended as a 
Vindication of Mr. Wood; not without feveral fe- 
vere Refle&ions on the Houfes of Lords and Com- 
mons of Ireland. 

The whole is indeed written with the Turn 
and Ak of a Pamphlet ; as if it were a DifpUte 
bet weew William Wood on the one Part ; and the 
Lords Juftices, Privy Council, and Both Houfes of 
Parliament on the other: The Defign of it being 
to Clear William Wood, and to charge the other 
Side with calling Rafh and Groundlefi Afperfions 
upon him. 

But if it be really what the Title imports; 
Mr. Wcod hath treated the Committee with great 
Rudenefs, by publiftiing an Ad of Theirs in fo 
unbecoming a Manner, without their Leave, and 
before it was communicated to the Government and 
Privy -Council of Ireland-, to whom the Committee 
advifed that it fhould be tranfmitted. But, with aU 
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Deference be it fpoken, I do not conceive that a 
Report of a Committee of the Council in England^ 
is hitherto a Law in either Kingdom ; and until any 
Point is determined to be a Law, it remains difpu* 
table by every Subjeft. 

Thi s (rhay it pleafe your Lord/hips and Wbrjbips) 
may feem a ftrange Way of difcourfing in an illite* 
rate Shop-keeper. I have . endeavoured (although 
without the Help of Books) to improve, that fmall 
portion of Reafon, which God hath pleafed to give 
me ; and when Reafon plainly appears before - me, I 
cannot turn away my Head from it. Thus, for In-* 
ilance ; if any Lawyer ftiould tell me that fuch a 
Point were Law, from which many grofs, palpable 
Abfurdities muft follow ; I would not, I could not 
be.lie.ve him. If Sir Edward Coke ftiould pofitively 
£ffert, (which He no where Hoes, but the direft 
contrary) that a limited Prince could, by his Prero^ 
gative,, oblige his Subje&s to take half an Ounce of 
Lead, ftamped with his Image, for Twenty Shit 
lings in Gold; I ftiould fwear he was deceived, 6t i 
Deceiver ; becstafe a Porter like that; would leave 
the whole Lives and Fortunes of the People, entire- 
ly at the Mercy of the Monarch : Yet this, in Efc 
feft, is what Wood hath advanced in fome of hri 
Papers ; and what fufpicious People may poffibl? 
apprehend . from, fome Paffages in that which is 
called the Report. 

4 That Paper mentions fuch Per/ons to hai)e beefi, 
txamintd, who were defirous and willing to bi 
heard upon this Subjcff. I am told, they were fout 
in all, Coieby 9 jB— , Mr. Finiey the Banker, and 
one more, whofe Name I know not. The firft of 
thefe was tried for robbing theTreafury in Ireland \ 
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and although he was acquitted for want of legal 
Proof, yet every Perfort in the Court believed him 
to be guilty. 

But, fince I have gone fo far as to mention par- 
ticular Perfons ; it may be fome Satisfa&ion tokhow 
who is this Wood himfelf, that has the Honour to 
have a whole Kingdom at his Mercy, for almoft 
two Years together. I find he is, in the Patent, en* 
titled, Efq\ although he were itaderftood to be on* 
ly a Hard-ware-Man ; and fo I have been bold to 
call him in my former Letters : However, a 'Squirt 
he is, not only by Virtue of his Patent, but by ha-- 
•ring been a Colleftor in Sbropjbire ; where pretend- 
ing to have been robbed, and fuing the County, he 
was caft, and for the Infamy of the Faft J loft his 
Employment. 

I have heard another Story of this 'Squire Wood^ 
from a vety honourable Lady, that one Hamilton 
told her. Hamilton was fent for, fix Years ago, 
by Sir Ifaac Newton , to try the Coinage of 
four Men, who then follicited a Patent for coining 
Half-pence for Ireland % their Names were Wood % 
Cojlor, Elli/lon, and Parke* Parker made the 
faireft Offer, and Wood the worft; for his Coin 
were three Half-pence in a Pound Weight lefsValue 
than the other. By which it is plain with what 
Intentions he follicited this Patent ; but not fo plain 
how he obtained it. 

It is alledged, in the faid Paper called the Report, 
that upon repeated Orders from a Secretary of State* 
for fending over fuch Papers and Witneffes, as 
fliould be thought proper to fupport the Obje&ions 
made againil the Patent, (by both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment;) the Lord Lieutenant reprefented, "the great 
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Difficulty he found himfelf in, to comply with thefe 
Orders. That none of the principal Members of 
both Houfes, who were in the Kings Service, or 
'Council j would take upon them to advife bow any 
material Perfon, or Papers, might be fent over on 
this Oafi/ion, &c. And this is often repeated, and 
jreprefented as a Proceeding that feems very extra- 

. ordinary ; and that in a Matter which had raifcd 
fo great a Clamour in Ireland, no one Perfon could 
be prevailed upon to come over from Ireland, in Sup- 
port of the united Senfe of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment in Ireland ; especially, that the thief Difficulty 
fhould artfe from a general Apprehenfion of a Mis- 
carriage, in an Enquiry before his Majefiy, or in d 
Proceeding by due Courfe of Law, in a Cafe where 

. both Houfes of Parliament had declared themfelves 
fo fully convinced, and fatisfied upon Evidence, and 
Examinations taken in the moft folemn Manner. 

How (hall I, a poor ignorant Shop-keeper, ut- 
terly unskilled in Law, be able to anfwer fo weigh- 
ty an Obje&ion? I will try what can be done by 
plain Reafon, unaffifted by Art, Cunning, or Elo- 
quence. 

In my humble Opinion, the Committee of Coun« 
cil hath already prejudged the whole Cafe, by call- 
ing the united Senfe of both Houfes of Parliament 
in Ireland, an universal Clamour. Here the 
Addreffes of the Lords and Commons of Ireland^ 
againft a ruinous deitru&ive Project of an obfcure, 
Jingle XJnderUker, is called a Clamour. I defoe td 
know how fuch a Style would be refented in Eng- 
land, from a Committee of Council there to a Par- 
liament ; and how many Impeachments would fol- 
low upon ic. But, fuppofing the Appellation to be 

H z pro; 
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proper, I never heard of a wife Miniflfer whd d£- 
fpifed the univerfal Clamour of a People ; and if that 
Clamour can be Quieted, by difappointing the frau- 
dulent Pradfce of a fingle Perfon, the Purchafe if 
not exorbitant. 

But, in Anfwer to this Objeftion. Firft, it if 
manifeft, that if this Coinage had been in Ireland, 
with fuch Limitations as have been formerly fpeci- 
fied in other Patents, and granted to Perfons,' of this 
Kingdom, or even of England, able t$ give fuffi- 
cient Security; few or nolnconveniencies could 
have happened, which might not have been, imme- 
diately remedied. As to Mr. Knox > Patent, men- 
tioned in the Report, Security was given into the Ex- 
chequer, that the Patentee {hould, upon all De- 
mands, be obliged to receive^his Half-pence back^ 
and pay Gold or Silver in Exchange for tfem. And 
Mr. Moor (to, whom, I fuppofe, . that Patent was 
made ov^r) .Was, in ,1694, foroed to leave off Coin- 
ing before the Epd of that tear, by the great Crouds 
of People continually offering to return his Coinage 
upon Him. In 1698, he coined again, and was 
forced to give over for the fame Reafon. This en- 
tirely alters the Cafe; for there is no fuch Condi- 
tion in Wood's Patent ; which Condition was worth 
« Hundred Times all other Limitations whatfo- 

Put the Cafe, that the two Houfes of Lords and 
Commons of England, and the Privy Council there, 
ihould addrefi his Majefty to recall a Patent, from 
whence they apprehend the moft ruinous Confe- 
rences to the whole Kingdom : And to make it 
itronger, if poffible, that the whole Nati6n, almoft 
to a Man, fhoidd thereupon difcover the moft dif- 
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msl Apprebenfions (to Mr. Wood ftiles them ;) would 
his Majefty debate natf an Hour what he had to 
do ? Would any Miniltef-dare aivife him agaiuft 
recalling fuch a Patent ? Or would the Matter be 
TeferrecF to the frivy Council, or to Weftminfter- 
Hall; the two 4 H6ufes of Parliament, Plaintiffs, and 
William Wood, Defendant ? And is there even the 
finalleft Difference between the two Cafes? 
" We ke not the People of Ireland born as free as 
thofe of England?. How have they forfeited their 
Freedom ? Is not their Parliament as fair a Repre^ 
fentative of the People, as that of England? And 
hath not their Privy Council as great, or a greatet 
Share in the Adminiftratidn of publick Affairs? 
Are they notSubjefts of the fame King ? Does not 
the fame Sun fhine over them ? And have they not 
die fame God for their Proteftor ? Am I a Free-man 
in England, and do I become a Slawi in fix Hours, 
by eroding the Channel ? No Wonder then, if the 
boldeft Perfons were cautious to interpofe in a Mat- 
ter already determined by the whole Voice of the 
Nation ; or to prefume to reprefent the Reprefen- 
tatives of the Kingdom ; and were juftly apprehen- 
five of nieeting luch a Treatment as they would 
deferve, at the n*xt SeflSon, It would feem very 
extraordinary, if an inferior Court in England 
fhould tafce, a Matter put of the Hands of the high 
Court of Parliament, duripg a Prorogation, and de- 
cide it againft the Opinion of }>oth Houfes. 

It happens, however, tiiat, although no Perfons 
were fo bold, as to go oyer astvjdences, to prove 
the Truth of the Objeflaons pude againft this Pa- 
tent by the High Court of Parliament here; yet 
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fhefe Obje&ions (land good, notwithftanding the. 
Anfwers made by Wood and his Council. 

The Report fays, that upon an Affay made of the 
Finenefs, Weight, and Value of this Copper, it ex- 
ceeded in every Article. This is poffible enough, 
hi the Pieces upon which the Affay was made ; but 
Wood muft haye faijed very much in Point of Dex- 
terity, if he had not taken Care to provide a fuffi- 
cient Quantity of fuch Half-pence as would bear 
the Tryal ; which he was well able to do, although 
they were taken out of feveral Parcels : Since it i$ 
now plain, that the Biafs of Favour hath been 
wholly on hi? Side. 

But what need is there of difputing, when we 
have a pofinve Demonftration of Wood's fraudulent 
Fra&ices in this Point. I have feen a large Quan- 
tity of thefe Halfpence weighed by a very skilful 
Perfon, which were of four different Kinds, three 
pf them confiderably under Weight. I have now 
before me, an exaft Computation of the Difference 
of Weight between thefe four Sorts ; by which ic 
appears, that the fourth Sort, or the lighteft, differs . 
from the firft to a Degree; that, in the Coinage of 
fhree Hundred and Sixty Tuns of Copper, the Pa- 
tentee will be a Gainer, only by that Difference, of 
Twenty Four Thoufand Four Hundred and Ninety 
Four Pounds; and, in the whole, the Publick will 
bfr a Lofer of Eighty Two Thoufand One Hundred 
and Sixty Eight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, even 
fuppofing the Metal, in Point of Goodnels, to an- 
fwer Wood's Contraft, and the Affay that hath been 
made ; which it infallibly doth not. For, this Point 
hath likewife been enquired into by very experien- 
ced Men; who, upon feveral Tryals on many of 

thefe 
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tkefe Half-pence, have found them to be at leaft 
one fourth Part below the Real Value (not inclu- 
ding the Raps ot Counterfeits that he or his Ac- 
complices have already made of his own Coin, and 
fcattered about :) Now the Coinage of Three 
hundred and fixty Tun of Copper coined by the . 
Weight of the Fourth, or Lighted Sort of his 
Half-pence, will amount to One hundred twenty 
two thoufand four hundred eighty eight Pounds, 
Sixteen Shillings ; and if we fubftrafik a Fourth 
Part of the real Value by the Bafe Mixture in the 
Metal, we muft add to the publick Lofs one fourth 
Part, to be fubftra&ed from the intrinfick Value of 
the Copper ; which in Three hundred and fixtyt 
Tuns, amounts to Ten thoufand and eighty Pounds ; 
and this added to the former Sum of Eighty two 
thoufand one hundred fixty eight Pounds, fixteen 
Shillings^ will make in all, Ninety two thoufand 
two hundred forty eight Pounds Lofs to the Pub- 
lick : befides the Raps or Counterfeits that he may 
4t arty Time hereafter think fit to coin : Nor da 
I know whether he reckons the Dross Exclufive 
or Inclufive with his Three hundred and fixty Tun 
of Copper ; which, however, will make * confi- 
derable Difference in the Account. 

You will here pleafe to obferve, That the Pro-? 
fit allowed to Wood by the Patent, is Twelve-pence 
out of every Pound of Copper, valued at is. 6 d. 
whereas $d. only is allowed for Coinage of a 
Pound-Weight for the Englifo Half-pence ; and 
this Difference is almoft 25 per Cent, which is dou- 
ble to the higheft Exchange of Money, even un- 
der all the Additional Preflures, and Obftru&ions to 
Trade, that this unhappy Kingdom lies at prefenr. 

This 
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This one Circumftance in the Coinage of Three 
Jiundred and fixty Tun of Copper, makes a Diffe- 
rence of Twenty feven thoufand feVen hundred 
and twenty Pounds between Englijb and /^ Half- 
pence, even allowing thofe of Wood to be all of 
the heavieft Sort. 

It is like wife to be confidered, that for every 
Halfpenny in a Pound Weight, exceeding the 
Number direfted by the Patent, Wood will be a 
Gainer in the Coinage of Three hundred and fixty 
Tun of Copper', Sixteen hundred and eighty Pounds 
Profit more than the Patent allows him ; out of 
which he may afford to make his Comptrollers 
*ast upon that Article. 1 

* As to what is alledged, that thefe Half-pence 
far exceed the like Coinage far Ireland in the 
Reigns of His Majefiys Predeceffors ; There can- 
Aot well be a more exceptionable Way of Arguing^ 
although the Fad were true ; which, however, is' 
altogether miflaken ; not by any Fault in the Com- 
mittee, but by the Fraud and Impofition of Wood* 
whb certainly produced the worft Patterns he could 
find ; fuCh as were coined in fihall Numbers by 
PermiJ/ionf to private Men, as Butchers Half- 
pence, Black-Dogs, and the like ; or, perhaps, the* 
fmall St. Patrick's Coin which pafleth now for a 
Farthing ; or at beft, fome of the fmalleft Raps 
tit the kteft Kind. For I have now by me fome 
Half-pence coined in the Year 1680, by virtue of 
die patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which 
was renewed to Knox ; and they are heavier by a 
ninth Part than thofe of Wood, and in much better 
Metal : And the great St. Patrick's Half-penny 
if yet larger than either, 

v " But 
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Tfyvr what is all this to the prefent Debate I 
Jf, under the various Exigencies of former Times> 
by Wars, Rebellions,, and Infurreftions, the Kings 
6f England were femetimes forced to pay their 
Armies Bere with mixt or bafe Money ; God for- 
bid that the Neceflities of turtmlent Times ftiould 
be a Precedent for Times of Peace, and Order, and 
Settlement. ■•' 1 

In the Patent above-mentioned, granted to Lord 
Dartmouth, in the Reign of King Charles II. and 
renewed to Knox, the Securities given/ into the 
Exchequer, obliging the Patentee to receive his 
Money back upon every Demand, were an effec- 
tual Remedy againft all Inconveniences : And the 
Copper ivas coined in our own Kingdom ; fo that we 
were in no Danger to purchafe it with the Lo{$ 
of all our Silver and Gold carried over to another'; 
rior be it tha Trouble of going to England for the 
rfedreffing V>P any Abufe. 

That* the Kings of England have exercifed 
their Prerogative of coihing Copper for Ireland 
and for England, is' not the prefent Queftion : But 
(to {peak in the Style of the Report) it would 
jfeem a little extraordinary, fuppofing a Ring fhould 
• think fit to exetcife his Pt&cgative by coining 
Copper in Ireland, to b6 current in England, with- 
out referring it to his Officers in that Kingdom, to 
be inforraea whether the Grant were reafonable, 
and whether the People defired it or lio, and with- 
out Regard to the Addreifes of His Parliament againft 
it. God forbid that fb mean a Man as I fliould 
meddle with the King's Prerogative : But I hav© 
heard very wife Men iky, that the King's Prero^ 
gativt ia bounded and limited by the GoodzaA WeU 

fare 
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f$re of his People, I defire to know, whether it 
pe not underftood and avowed, t&at the Goga** of 
Jr^«i was intended by this Patent. But Ireland 
is not confuted at all in the Matter ; and as ,fcoa 
as Ireland is informed of it, they declare againjft it ; 
the Two Houfes of Parliament and the privy Com* 
cil addrefs his Majefty upon the Mifchiefs appre- 
hended by fuch a Patent. The Privy Council in 
England take the Matter out of the Parliament $ 
Cognizance : The Good of the Kingdom is drppt ; 
and it is now determined, that Mr, Wood ftiall have 
the Power of Ruining a whole Nation, for his pri- 
vate Advantage. , , 

I never canfuppofe, that fuch Patents as thefe 
were originally granted with the View of being 
a Jo be for the Intereft of a particular Perfon, to 
the Damage of the Publick : Whatever Profit 
muft arife to the Patentee, was fifely meant at beft 
but as a fecoiidary Motive ; and fince fomebody 
rauft be a Gaiqer, the Choice of the Perfon was 
made either by Favour, or Something else, or; 
by the Pretence, of Merit and Honefty : This Ar- 
gument returns fi} often and ftrongly into my Head, 
chat I cannot forbear frequently repeating it. Surely 
His Majefly, when he confented to the pafling of 
this Patent, Conceived fee was doing an Aft of Graces 
to His Moft Loyal Subje&s of Ireland, without a- 
riy Regard to Mr. Wood, farther than as an Infbr%- 
metit: But the People of Ireland think this Pa- 
tent (intended No Doubt for rrieir Good) to he 
a moft intolerable Grievance ; and therefore Mr.. 
Wood cm never fucfceed, without art open Avowal 
that his Profit is preferred, not only before the 
tiered but the very Safety and Bsi*g of a great 

Kingdom ; 
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Kingdom ; and a Kingdom diftinguifhed for it$ 
Loyalty, perhaps above all others upon Earth : Not 
turned from its Duty by the Jurifdidion of the 
Houfe of Lords abolifoed at a Stroke ; by the Hard- 
fhips of the Aft of Navigation newly enforced ; by 
all pojjible Obftrtiftions in trade ; and by a hundred 
other Infhnces, enough to fill this Paper : Nor was 
there ever among V S the leaft Attempt towards an 
Infurredion in Favour of the Pretender. There- 
fore whatever Juftice a Free People can claim, 
we have at leaft an Equal Title to it with pur Bre- 
thren in England-, and whatever Grace a good 
Prince can beftow on the molt Jjoyal Subjefts, we 
have Reafon to expeft it : Neither has this King- 
dom any way deferved to be fadrificed to one Si*** 
gle, Rapacious, Qbfcure, Ignominious Projec- 
tor. 

Among other Claufe$ mentioned in this Patent, 
to fliew how Advantageous it is to Ireland, there, 
is one which feems to be of a Singular Nature 2 
That the Patentee (hall be obliged during his Term, 
to pay Eight hundred Pounds a Tear to the Crown, 
fnd 'two hundred Pounds a Tear t ti the Comptroller} 
I have heard indeed that the King's Council do aU 
ways confider, in the paffing of a Patent, whether* 
it will be of Advantage to the Crown; but I have 
Ukewife heard, that it is at the fame Time confi- 
dered, whether paffing of it may be injurious to a- 
ny other Perfons or Bodies Politick : However, al- 
though the Attorney and Solicitor be Servants to the 
King, and therefore bound to confult his Majeftys 
Intereft ; yet I am under fome Doubt, whether 
Eight hundred Pounds a Year to the Crown would 
be equivalent to the Ruin of a Kingdom : It 
1 * would 
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would be far better for us to have paid Eight thou* 
find Pounds a Year into His Majefty's Coffers, in 
the midft of all our Taxes (which, in Proportion, 
are greater in this Kingdom than ever they were in 
'England, even during the War) f han purchafe fuch 
an Addition to the Revenue at the Price of our 
Utter Undoing. 

" But here it is plain, that Fourteen thoulancf 
Pounds are to be paid by Wood, only as a Small 
Circumjlantial Charge for the Purchafe of his Pa- 
tent : What were his other Vifibh Gofts I know 
not ; and what were his Latent, is varioufly coh- 
je&ured i But he muft be furely a Man of fome 
wonderful Merit: Hath he faved any other King- 
dom at his oWn Eypetice, to give him a Title of 
Re-imburfing himfelf by the Dejiruffion of ours ? 
Hath he difcovered the Longitude, or the Univerfal 
Medicine ? No; but he hath found out the Phi- 
Jofopbers Stone after a new Manner, by Debajing 
of Copper, and refolving to force it upon us for 
Gold. 

When the Two Houfes reprefented to his Ma- 
jefty, that this Patent to Wood WAS. obtained in, 
a clandefiine Manner ; furely the Committee; 
could not think the Parliament would infinuate, 
that it had not palled in the common Forms, and 
run through every Office where Fees and PerquK 
fites were due. They knew very well, that Per- 
fbns in Places were no Enemies to Grants ; and 
that the Officers of the Crown could not be kept 
in the Dark. But the * late Lord Lieutenant qf 
Ireland affirmed it was a Secret to him ; (and wfco 
will doubt of hi$ Veracity, efpecially when he 

fwors 
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Iwore to a Perfon of Quality, from whom I had 
if, that Inland (hould never be troubled with thefe 
Half-pence.) It was a Secret to the People of 
Ireland, who \ye*e to be the Only Sufferers ; and 
thofe who beft knew the State of the Kingdom, 1 
and were moil able to advife in fuch an Affair, 
were wholly Strangers to it, 

It is allowed by the Report that this Patent was 
pa fled without the Knowledge of the Chief Go- 
vernor or Officers of Ireland : And it is there ela-. 
borately fhewn, that Former Patents have paffei 
in the fame Manner, and are good in Law. I 
I (hall not difpute the Legality of Patents, but am 
ready to fuppofe it in His Majefty's Power to grant 
a Patent for ftamping round Bits of Copper to e- 
frery Subject he hath. Therefore to lay afide the 
Point of Law, I would only put the Queftion ; 
whether in Reafon and Jujlice it would not have 
been proper, in an Affair upon which the Welfare 
if the Kingdom depends, that the faid Kingdom 
ftiould have received timely Notice ; and the Mat- 
ter not be carried on between the Patentee and 
the Officers of the Crown, who were to be the 
only Gainers by it. 

The Parliament, wKo in Matters of this Na- 
ture are the moft able and faithful Councilors* 
did reprefent this Grant to be dejlru&ive offrade 9 
and Dangerous to the Properties of the People ; to 
which the only Anfwer is, That the King hath a 
Prerogative to make fucb a Grant. 

It is afferted, that in the Patent to Knox, His 
Half pence, are made and declared the Current Coin 
of the Kingdom ; whereas in this to Wood, there 
is only a Power given to iffue them to fucb as itiiil 

remv$ 
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receive them. The Authors of the Report, I think,' 
do not affirm that the King can by Law Declare 
any thing to be current Money by His Letters Pa-, 
tents. I dare lay they will not affirm it ; and if 
Knox's Patent contained in it Powers contrary to 
Law, why is it mentioned as a Precedent in HW 
Majefty 's J aft and Merciful Reign ? But although 
that Clauie be not in Wood's Patent, yet poffibly 
there are others, the Legality whereof may be 
equally doubted ; and particularly that, whereby a 
Power is given to William Wood to break into 
Houfes in fear eh of any Coin made in Imitation of 
His. This may perhaps be affirmed to be Illegal 
and Dangerous to the Liberty of the Subjeft : Yet 
this is a Precedent taken from Knox's Patent, where 
the fame Power is granted ; and is a flrong In- 
fonce what Ufes may be fometimes made of Pre± 
'Cedents. 

But although before the paffing of this Patent; 
it was not thought neceffary to confult any Per- 
fons of this Kingdom, or make the leaft Enquiry 
whether Copper Money were wanted among us : 
Tet now at length, when the Matter is over, when 
the Patent hath long paffed, when Wood hath al- 
ready coined Seventeen thoufand Pounds, and hath 
his Tools and Implements prepared to coin Six 
times as much more ; the Committee hath been 
pleafed to make this Affair the Subjed of Enquiry : 
Wood is permitted to produce his Evidences, which 
confift as I have already obferved of Four in Num- 
ber ; whereof Coleby, B and Ut.Finley the 

Banker are Three. And thefe were to prove that 
Copper Money was extremely wanted in Ireland. 

■ ' • The 

* . . . . t 
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The firft had been out of the Kingdom almoft 
Twenty Years, from the Time that he was tryed 
for robbing the Treafury ; and therefore his Know- 
ledge and Credibility are equal. 

Mr. Finley, one of the other Witnefles, honeft- 
ly confefled, that he was ignorant whether Ireland 
wanted Copper Money or no ; but all his Intention 
was to buy a certain Quantity from Wood at a largo 
Difcount, and fell them as well as he could; by 
which he hoped to get two or three Thoufand 
Pounds for himfelf. 

But, fuppofe there were not one fingle Half- 
J>enny of Copper Coin in this whole Kingdom ; 
(which Mr. Wood feems to intend, unlefs we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his) 
EmifTaries to buy up our old ones, at a Penny in the 
Shilling more than they pafs for) it could not be 
any real Evil to us; although it might be fome In- 
convenience. We have many Sorts of fmall Silver 
Coins, to which they are Strangers in England ; 
fuch as the French Three-pences, Four-pence Half- 
pennies, and Eight pence-Farthings, the Scotch Five* 
fences and Ten-pentes ; befides, their fwenty- 
jyences^ and Three and Four-pences, by which we are 
* -able to make Change, to a Half-penny, of almoft any 
Piece of Gold or Silver; and if we were driven to 
the Expedient of a Sealed Card, with the little 
Gold or Silver ftill remaining; it will, I fuppofe, be 
lbmewhat better than to have nothing left but 
Wood's adulterated Copper; which he is neither 
obliged 'by his Patent, nor HITHERTO able by hit 
EJlate, to make good. 

The Report farther tells us, it muft be admitted 
that Letters Patents, under thegrM SwlofGrtn- 
* - Bri> 
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BHt^in, for coining Copper-Money for Irdafld, *rB 
legal and obligatory, ajuft and reafonable l&ercife 
of his Majejiys Royal Prerogative, and in no man* 
ner derogatory, or invajhe of any Liberty, or Privi- y 
lege of bis Subjctfs ^Ireland. , Firft, we deiire to 
know, why his Majeftys Prerogative might not 
have been as well aflerted, by palling this Patent in 
Ireland, and fubje&ing the feveral Conditions of 
the Contract to the Infpe&ion of thofe, ^ho are 
bnly concerned ; as was formerly done in the only 
Precedents for Patents granted for coining for this 
Kingdom* fince, the roixt Money in Queen Eliza- 
beth sTime, during the Difficulties of a Rebellion • 
Whereas now, upon the greateft Impofitipn that 
can poffibjy be pra&ifed, we muft go to Eng land 
with our Complaints ; where it hath been, for fome 
'Time, the Faftuon to think, and to affirm, that 
we cannot be too hardly ufed. Again, the Report 
fays, that fucb Patents are obligatory. After long 
thinking, I am not able to find out what can poffi- 
bly be meant here by this Word Obligatory : Thip 
Patent of Wood neither obligeth him to utter hi^ 
Coin, nor us to take it ; or> if he did the latter, it 
would be fo far void, becaufe no Patent can oblige 
the Subject againft Law ; unlefs an illegal Patent 
paiTed in one Kingdom, can fcind another, and not 
itfelf. 

Lastly, it is added, tliat fucb Patents are in n& 
manner derogatory, or invafive of any Liberty, or 
Privilege of the KingsSubjefts of Ireland. If th}s 
Propofition be true, as it is here laid down, witly 
out any Limitation, either exprefled or implyed ; it 
muft follow, that a King of England may, at any 
Time, coin Copper Money for Ireland j and oblige 
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his Subje&s here to take a Piece of Copper, undei 
the Value of half a Farthing, for hat a Crowni 
as was pra&iled by the lafe King James ; and evert 
without that arbitrary Prince's Excufe, from the 
Neceffity and Exigences of his Affairs. If this ba 
in no manner derogatory, nor evajfoe of any Liber- 
tics, or Privilege* of the SubjtUs of Ireland; ic 
ought to have been exprelfed what our liberties 
ana Privileges are ; and whethee we have any ac 
all; for in fpetifying the Word Ireland, inftead 
of faying his Majefiy s Subjetis, it would feem to 
infinuate, that we are not upon the fame Foot with 
bur FeHow-Subjefts in England; which, however 
the Pradfctce may have been, I hope will never be 
tfire&ly aflerted; for I do not underftand that Poin-i 
ftfgs Aft deprived us of our Liberty, but only 
changed the Maimer of paffing Laws Bere ; (which/ 
■ however, was $ Power moil indire&ly obtained) 
by leaving the Negative to the two Houfes of Par* 
liament But, waving all Controverfies relating ta 
theLegfflature; no Perfon, I believe, was ever yet 
fo bold as to affirm, that the People of Ireland have 
not the feme Title to the Benefits of the Commoii 
Law, wkh the reft of his MajeftyVSubje&s; and, 
therefore, whatever Liberties or Privileges the Peo- 
ple of England enjoy by Common Law; we of 
Ireland have the fame; fo that, in my humble Opi- 
nion, the Word Ireland (landing in that Propor- 
tion, was, in the mildeft Interpretation, a Lapfe of 
the Pen. 

The- Report farther aflert*, that the Precedents 
are many, wherein Cafes of great Importance to Ire- 
land, and which immediately affe&ed the interejfs 
bf that Kingdom} fucb as Warrants, Orders* and 
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Direffrons, by the Authority of the King and bii 
Fredeceffors, have been ijfued under the Royal Sign 
Manual, without any previous Reference, or Ad- 
vice tf his Majeftfs Officers of Ireland ; which 
have always had their due Force, and bade been 
punctually complyed with, and obeyed. It may be 
io, and I am heartily forry for it ; becaufe, it may 
prove an eternal Source of Difcontent. Howe ver, 
among all thefe Precedents, there is not one of a 
Patent for coining Money for Ireland. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than 
this Do&rine of Precedents. If a Jobb is to be 
done, and, upon fearching Records, you find it hath 
been doge before, there will not want a Lawyer to 
juftify the Legality of it, by producing his Prece- 
dents ; without ever considering the Motives and 
Circumftance? that firft introduced them ; the Ne- 
ceffity, or Turbulence, or Iniquity of Times; the. 
Corruptions of Minifters, or the arbitrary Difpofi- 
tion of the Prince then reigning : And I have been 
told, by Perfons eminent in the Law, that the 
worft A&ions which human Nature is capable of, 
may be juftified by the lame Do&rine. How the 
firft Precedents began of determining Cafes of the 
. higheft. Importance to Ireland, and immediately af- 
fe&ing itslntereft, without any previous Reference 
or Advice to the King's Officers here, may foon be 
accounted for* Before this Kingdom was entirely 
feduced, by the Submiffion of Tyrone, in the lait 
Year of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, there was a Pe- 
riod of four Hundred Years, which was a various 
Scene of War and Peace, between the Englijb Pale 
and the Irijb Natives ; and the Government of that 
^art of du» IQmi Yjhish by in tjie Englijb Hands, 

was, 
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Was, in many Things under the immediate Admi* 
hiftration of the King : Silver and Copper were oft 
ten coined here among ufc ; and once, at leaft, upon 
great Neceffity, a mixt or bafe Metal w as fent from 
England. The Reign of King James I. was em- 
ployed in fettling the Kingdom, after Tyrone % Re- 
bellion ; and this Nation flourilhed extreamly, till 
the Time of tlie Maffacre, 10*41. In that difficult 
Jun&ure of Affairs, the Nobility and Gentry coined 
their own Plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can difcover, the Copper (join of 
Ireland, for three Hundred Yeats paft, confifted of 
fmall Pence and Half-pence ; which particular Meii 
had Licence to coin, and were current only within 
certain Towns and Diftri&s, according to the per- 
fonal Credit of the Owner who uttered them, and 
Was bound to receive them again; whereof I have 
feen many Sorts : Neither have I heard of any Pa- 
tent granted for coining Copper for Ireland* till th4 
Reign of King Charles II, which was in the Yeaf 
i<58o, to George Leg, Lord Dartmouth', and Jre-^ 
newed by King James II, in the firft Year of hit 
Reign, to John Knox. Both Patents were paged 
in Ireland ; and in both, the Patentees were bound 
to receive their Coin again, ftom any that would oft 
fer them Twenty Shillings of it ; for which the/ 
were obliged to pay Gold or Silver. 

The Patents both of Lord Dartmouth ahd knofy 
Were referred to the Attorney-General here, and a 
Report made accordingly, and both, as I have al- 
ready faid, were pafled in this Kingdom. Knox had 
only a Patent for the Remainder of the Term gran- 
ted to Lord Dartmouth-, the Patent expired in 1701, 
and upoa a Petition by Roger Mm to have it re-* 
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flewe<J, Matter was referred hither ; and ujpoii 
the Report of the Attorney and Sollicitor, that it 
was not for his Majefty's Service, or the Intereft of 
the Nation, to have it renewed, k was reje&ed by 
King William. It ihould, therefore, feem very ex- 
traordinary, that a Patent for coining Copper Half- 
pence, intended and profeffed for the Good of the 
Kingdom, fhould.be pafled. without once confut- 
ing that Kingdom, for the Good of which it is de- 
clared to be intended ; and this upon the Applica- 
tion of a poor, private, obfeure Mechanick ; and a 
Patent of fuch a Nature, that as foon as ever the 
Kingdom is informed of its fyeing palled, they cry 
put unanimoufly againft it, as ruinous and deftrui* 
five. The Reprefentatives of the Nation in Par- 
liament, and the Privy-Council, addrefs the King to 
have it recalled ; yet the Patentee, fuch a one as I 
have defcrihed, fhall prevail to have this Parent ap- 
proved ; and bis private Intereft lhall weigh dotal 
the Application of a whole Kingdom. St. Paul 
fays, All Things are lawful, but ail Things are not 
expedient We are anfwered, that this Patent is 
lawful; but is it expedient? We read, that the 
Jaigh Prieft faid, It was expedient that one Man 
jbould die for the People-, and this was a moft wick- 
ed Proportion. But that a whole Nation fhoul d 
die for one Man, was never heard of before. 

But, becaafe much Weight is laid on the Pre- 
(Ledjsnti r {£ other Patents, for coining Copper for Ire- 
land; I will fet this Matter in as clear a Light as I 
can. Whoever hath read the Report^ will be apt 
to think that a Dozen Precedents, at leaft, could be 
produced of Copper coined for Ireland, by Virtue 
of Patents p ailed in England ; and that the Coinage 

wa* 
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was there too; whereas, lam confident, there can-r 
not be one Precedent (hewn of a Patent paffed it* 
England for coining Copper for Ireland, for above 
an Hundred Years paft ; and if there were any ber 
fore, it muft be in Times of Confufion. The only 
Patents I could ever hear of, are thofe already men* 
tioned, to Lord Daft mouth and Knox ; the former 
in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now, let us com? 
pare thefe Patents vvith that granted to Wood. Firft, 
the Patent ro Knox, which was under the fame 
Conditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth* was 
palled in Ireland \ the Government, and the Attor- 
ney and Sollkiior General, making Report that it 
would be ufeful to this Kingdom. 

The Patent was paCTcd with the Advice of the 
$ing$ Council here ; the Patentee was obliged to 
receive his fcoin from thofe who thought them- 
felves furcharged, and to give Gold and Silver for it : 
Laftly, the Patentee was to pay only 16 1. 13 i. 
4 d. per Anft. to the Crown. Then, as to the Exe- 
cution of that Patent : Firft, I find the Half pence 
were fkilled ; which, as it is of great Ufe to prevent 
Counterfeits, (and therefore induftrioufly avoided 
fey Wood) fo if was an Addition to the Charge of • 
Coinage. And as for the Weight and Goodnefs of 
the Metal , I have feyeral Halt-pence now by me, 
many of which weigh a ninth Part more than thofe 
coined by Wood ; and bear the Fire and Hammer a 
great deal better ; and which is no Trifle, the Im- 
predion fairer and deeper^ I grant, indeed, tha^ 
many of the latter Coinage yield in Weight to fome 
of Woods, by a Fraud natural to fuch Patentees ; 
but not fo immediately after the Grant, and before 
the Coin grew current-. For, in this Circumftance, 
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Mr. Wood muft fcnre for a Precedent in Future 
Times. 

Let us now examine this new Patent granted to 
William Wood. It paffed upon very falte Sugges- 
tions of his own, and of a few Confederates : Ic 
paffed in England without the lead Reference hi- 
ther. It pafled unknown to the very Lord Lieu- 
tenant, then in England. Wood is empowered to 
coin One Hundred and Eight Thoufand Pounds, 
#nd all the Officers in the Kingdom (Civil and 
Military) ar$ commanded in the Report to coun- 
tenance and affift him. Knox had only Power to 
litter what he would take, and was obliged to receive 
his Coin back again at our Demand, and to enter 
into Security for fo doing. Wood's Halfpence are 
not Aftlled, and therefore more eafily counterfeited 
by bimfclfts well as by others. Wood pays a thou- 
sand Pounds per Ann. for fourteen Years ; Knox paid 
pnly 16 1. 13 x. 4 d. per Ann. for 21 Years. 

It was the Report that fet me the Example of 
making a Comparifon between thofe two Patents 
wherein the Committee was grofly milled by the 
falfe Repr efentation of William Wood ; as it was by 
. another Affertion, that Seven Hundred Tons of 
Copper were coined during the 2 1 Years of Lord 
Dartmouth's and Knox's Patents. Such a Quantity 
pf Copper at the Rate of 2 J. 8 d. per Pound, would 
amount to about an Hundred and Ninety Thoufand 
Pounds ; which was very near as much as the cur- 
rent Cafli of the Kingdom in thofe Days : Yet, du- 
ring that Period, Ireland was never known to have 
too much Copper Cojn ; and for feveral Years there 
jvas no coining at all : Befides, I amaffured, that 
tipon enquiring into the Cuftpm-houfe Books, all 

the 
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t lie Copper imported into this Kingdom, from 168 j 
to 1^92, which includes eight Years of the 2 1 (be- 
fides one Year allowed for the Troubles) did not 
exceed 47 Tuns : And we cannot fuppofe even that 
{mail Quantity to have been wholly applyed to 
Coinage : So that I believe there was never any 
Comparifon more unluckily made, or fo deftru&ive 
of the Defign for which it was produced. 

The Pfalmift reckons it an EfFed of God? 
Anger, when be felletb bis People for Nought* 
and taketb no Money for tbem. That we have 
greatly offended God by the Wickednefs of our 
Lives, is not to be difputed : But our King we 
have not offended in Word or Deed ; and although 
he be Ggd*s Vicegerent upon Earth, he will not pu- 
nilh us for any Offences, except thofe which we 
fhall commit againft his Legal Authority, his fa,- 
cred Perfon (which God pteferye,) or the Laws 
of the Land. 

The Report is very profufe in Arguments, that 
Ireland is in great Want of Copper Money : Who 
were the Witneffes to prove it, hath been ftiewn 
already : But in the Name of God who are to be 
Judges f Does not the lSTation belt know its own 
Wants ? Both Houfes of Parliament, the Privy- 
Council and the whole Body of the people, declare 
the contrary. Qr let the Wants be what they will, 
we defire they may not be fupplied by Mr. Wood: 
We know our own Wants but too well ; They are 
Many aqd Grievous to be born ; but quite of ano*> 
ther Kind. Let England be fatisfied ; As Thipgs 
go, they will in a Abort Time have all our Gold and 
Silver, and may keep their Adulterate Copper at 

Jiome ; for we are determined not to purchafe it 

with 
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jwith our Manufa&ures, which Wood hath grasjfcufljr. 
offered to accept. Our Wants are not fo bad by an 
Hundredth Part as the Method he hath taken to 
fupply them. He hath already tryed his Faculty in 
New-England ; and I hope he will meet at leaft with 
jin Equal Reception here: What That was I 
leave to publick Intelligence. I am fuppofing & 
wild Cafe ; that if there Ihould be any Perfon al- 
ready receiving a monftrous Peniion out of this 
Kingdom, who 4 was inftrumentai in procuring the 
Patent, they have either not well confulted their; 
own Interefts, or Wood muft put more Drofs into 
his Copper, and ftill : diminilh its Weight. 

Upon Wood's Complaint that the Officers of 
the King's Revenue here had already given Ordenj 
ito all the inferior Officers not to receive any of his 
"Coin ; the Report fays, That this cannot but be 
looked upon as a very extraordinary Proceeding, and 
being contrary to the Powers given in the Paten?. 
*The Committee fay, They cannot advife His Maje- 
jty to give Dir eft ions to the Officers of the Revenue, 
here, not to receive or utter any of the f aid Coin as 
hath been dejired in the jiddrejfes of both Houfes ; 
S>ut on the contrary, they think it both Jnjl and 
Reaf$nable that the King fhonld immediately give 
Orders to the CommiJJioners of the Revenue, &t. 
to revoke all Orders, &c. thaf may have been gi- 
ven by them to hinder or obftmft the receiving the 
/aid Coin : And accordingly, we are told, fuch Or- 
ders are arrived. Now this was a Caft of Tf'Ws 
Politicks; for his Information was wholly palfe and 
Xjroundlefs ; which he knew very well ; and that 
the Commilfioners of the Revenue here were all, 
except one, fent us from England, and love rhek 

Employment* 
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EmpMyitaents PX> WeU to have taken fuch a Step ; 
But #W tyas tvife enough to cohfider, that fud> 
Orders of Revocation would be an open Declaration 
of the Crown in his Favour ; would put the Go- 
vtpnment here Under a Diffiulty 5 would make a 
Noife ; and, poffibly, create fome Terror in the 
poor People of Ireland, And ofie great Point he 
hath gained ; that although any Orders of Revoca- 
tion will be needlefc, yet a riew Order is to be feat, 
and perhaps already liere, to the Commiffioners of 
$he Revenue, and all f he King's Officers in Irt- 
Jdudi that Wood\ Half pence be fuffered and per- 
mitted, Without any Lit , Suit* troub^ Molejla- 
tion or J>enidl of Any of the Kings Officers crM~ 
nijleri whatfoever, topafs and be received as Cu li- 
ft £Nf Money, by fuch as pall be willing.?? receive 
tbm. In this Order there is no Exception ; and 
therefore, as far as I tan judge, it includes all Offi- 
cers both Civil and Military ; from the Lord High 
Chancellor to zjufiice of Peace % and from the 
General to an Enfign ; So that Wotofs Projeft is 
not likely to fail for Want of Managers enough. 
For my Own part, as Things ftand, I have but lit- 
tle Regfet to find my fe|f out of the Number ; and 
therefore I Iball Gononue in all Humility to exhorc 
and warn my Fellow-Stfbje&s never to receive or 
Utter this Coin, which will reduce the Kingdom 
to Beggary by much Quicker and laxger Steps, than 
have hitherto been taken. . • i - 

But it is needlels to argwe any longer. The 
Matre? is come to an Iffue. His Majefty, Purfa- 
ant to the Law* hath left the Field open between 
fVood and the Kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath 
Liberty tp Offer his Coin, and we have Law, Re** 

fo*> 
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fen, Liberty, and Necefity to Refafe it : A knaviih 
Jockey may ride an old founded Jade about the 
Market, but none are obliged to buy it. I hope 
the Words Voluntary and Willing to reteive it wiM 
be uncferftood, ana applied in their true natural 
Meaning,** commonly underjioodby Protestants. 
For if a Fierce Captain comes to my Shop to buy 
Six Yards of Scarlet Cloth, followed by a Porter 
laden with a Sack of Woo<£\ Coin upon his Shoul- 
ders ; if we are agreed about the Price, and my 
Scarlet lies ready cut upon the Counter ; if he then 
gives me the Word of Command to receive my Mo- 
ney in WoodsCoin, and calls rne a Difajfi&fted Ja* 
cobite Dog for refufing it ; (although I am as loyal 
a Subjeft as himfelf, and without Hire ) and there- 
upon feizes my Cloth, leaving me the Price in this 
Odious Copper, and bids me take my Remedy : In 
this Cafe, I fhall hardly be brought to think that 
I am left to my own Will. I fhall therefore on fuch 
Occafions, firft order the Porter aforefaid to go off 
with his Pack ; and then fee the Money in Silver 
and Gold in my Poffeffion before I Cut or Meafure 
my Cloth. But if a Common Soldier drinks his Pot 
firft, and then orTers Payment in Wood* s Half-pence, 
the Landlady may be under ibme Difficulty : For 
if flie complains to his Captain or Enjign, they are 
likewife Officers, included in this general Order 
for encouraging thefc Half-pence to pafe as Cur- 
Kent Money. If (he goes to a Juftice of Peace, 
he is alfo an Officer ; to whom this general Order 
is directed. I do therefore advife her to follow my 
Pra&ice, which I have already begun; and be paid 
fpr h& Goo4$ before fhe pans with t\iqtu How- 
ever 
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c-yer, I ftiould have been content, for fome Rea- 
lons, that the Military Gentlemen had been excep- 
ted by Name ; becaufe I have heard it faid, tha$ 
their Difcipline is beft confined within their owrt 
Diftrift. 

His Majefty, in the Conclufion of his Anfwer 
to the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords, againft 
Woofs Coin, is pleated to fay ; that He will do e- 
very thing in bis Power to the Satisfaction of His 
Reople It fhould feem therefore, that the Recal- 
ling the Patent is not to be underftood as a Thing 
in bis Power : But however, fince the Law doth 
not oblige us to receive this Coin ; and confequently 
the Patent leaves it to our voluntary Choice : There 
is nothing remaining to preferve us from Ruin, but 
that the whole Kingdom Ihould continue in a firm 
determinate Refolution never to receive or utter 
this Fat at Coin : After which, let the Officers 
to whom thefe Orders are dire&ed, (I would 
willinplv except the Military) come with their 
Exhortation, their Arguments, and their "Eloquence* 
to perfuade us to find our Intereft in our Undoing. 
Let Wood and his Accomplices Travel about the 
Country with Cart-Loads of their Ware, and fee 
who wilUake it off their Hands : There will be 
no Fear of his being robbed ; for zHigbway-Afau 
would fcorn to touch it. 

I am only in Pain how the CommiJ/ioners of 
the Revenue will proceed in this Junfture ; be- 
caufe I am told they are obliged by Aft of 
Parliament, to take nothing but Gold and Silver in 
Payment for His Majefty's Cuftoms : And I thinlf 
they cannot juftly offer this Coinage of Mr. Jfood 

to 
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to others, nnlefi they will be content to receive it . 
themfelves. 

The Sum of the whole is this. The Committee 
advifes the King to fend immediate Orders to all 
His Officers here, that Wood s Coin be fufferej 
and permitted without any Let, Suit, Trouble, &c. 
topafs and be received as Current Money, by- 
fuch as (hall be \Villi n g to receive the fame. It 
is probable, that the firft Willing Receivers tiny be 
thofe who Mtifi Receive it whether they will or np^ 
at leaft under the Penalty of lofing an Office. But 
the Landed TJndepending Men., the Merchants, the 
Shop-keepers and Bulk of the People^ I hope, and 
am almoft confident, will neyer receive it. What 
jnuft the Conference be ? The Owners will fell 
it for as much as they can get. JTootfs rialf-pence 
will come to be offered for Six a Perfrty (yet then 
he will be a fuffidrent Gainer) *nd the Neceffary 
Receivers will be Loiers of Tw'o Thirds in their 
Salaries or Pay. 

sit ■ 

This puts me in Mind of a Paflage I was told 
many Years ago in fyg land, j At a Quarter -Seffions 
mLeiceJler, the jufticeshac* wifely decrtei tDtake 
off a Half penny in a Quart from fhe Price of Aid 
One of them who came irt after the* Thing *as 
determined, being informed of what had paffed, 
laid thus, Gentlemen, Tou have made an Order, that 
Ale Jbouki be fold in our County for three Half-pence 
a £htart : I defire you mill now make another to 
m^int who miift drink it, for 6y G- . I Will 

I must beg Leave ro caution* your Lord/hips and 
For/hips in one Particular. Wood hath Pracioufly 
prom,(ed to Load us at prefent only wkh Forty 

thoufand 
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thoufand Pounds of his Coin, 'till the Exigencies 
of the Kingdom require the Reft. I mtreat you will 
never fuffer Mr. Wcod to be a Judge of your Exi- 
gencies. While there is one Piece of Silver or 
Gold left in the Kingdom, he will call it an Exi- 
gency. He will double his prefent Quantum by 
Stealth as foon as he can : He will pour his own 
Raps and Counterfeits upon us : France and Hol- 
land will do the fame ; nor will our own Coiners 
at home be behind them : To confirm which, I 
have now in my Pocket a Rap or Counterfeit Half- 
penny in Imitation of his, but fo ill performed, that 
in my Confcience, I believe, it is not of his Coin- 
ing. 

I must now delire your Lordjbips and Worjbips 
that you will give great Allowance for this long 
undigefted Paper. I find my felf to have gone into 
fe.veral Repetitions, which were the Effe&s of 
hafte, while new Thoughts fell in to add fome- 
thing to what I had {aid before. I think I may af- 
firm, that I have fully anfwered every Paragraph 
in the Report \ which although it be not unartfully 
drawn, and is perfe&ly in the Spirit of a Pleader, 
who can find the moft plaufible Topicks in behalf 
of his Client; yet there was no great Skill required 
to detett the many Miftakes contained in it ; which f 
however, are by no Means to be charged upon the 
Right Honourable Committee, but upon the moft 
falle, impudent, and fraudulent Reprefentations of 
Wood and his Accomplices. I defire one Particular 
may dwell upon your Minds, although I have men- 
tioned it more than once ; That after all the Weight 
laid upon Precedents, there is not one produced 
in, the whole 'Report, of a Patent for Coining Cop- 
per 
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per in England to pafs in Ireland % and only two Pa- 
tents referred to, (for indeed rhore wore no more} 
which were both pafled in I eland, b> Reference* 
to the King's Council here ; both lefs advantageous 
to the Coiner than this of Wood\ and in both, Se- • 
curst ies given to receive tht, Coin at every Call % and 
give Gold and Sillier in Lieu of it. This demon-* 
fixates the moft flagrant talfhood, and Impudence 
of Wood; by which hd would endeavour to make 
the Right Honourable Committee his Inftruments, 
(for his own illegal and exorbitant Gain) to ruin a 
Kingdom, which has deferved qtiite different 
Treatment. 

I am very fenfible, that fuch a Work as I have 
undertaken, might have* worthily employed a much 
better Pen. But when a Houfe is attempted to be 
fobbed, it often happens that the weakeft in the 
Family, runs firft to ftop the Door. All the AiE~ 
fiance l had, were fome Informations from an emi- 
nent Perfon ; whereof I am afraid I have fpoiled a 
few, by endeavouring to make them of a Piece with 
my own Produ&ions ; and the reft I was not able 
to manage: I was in the Cafe of David, who 
could not move in the Armour of Saul ; and there- 
fore I rather chofe to attack this uncircumcifed Pbi- 
UJline {Wood I mean; with a Sling and a Stone* 
And I may fay for Wood's Honour, as well as my 
own, that he refembles Goliah in many Circure- 
ftances, very applicable to the prefent Purpofe : For 
Goliah had a Helmet of Brass upon his Head, and 
he was armed with a Coat of Mail, and the Weight 
ef the Coat was five Tboufand Shekles of Brass* 
and he had Greaves of Brass upon his Legs, and 
a target of B&a$$ bctyw** bri Shoulders. In ftiort, 

" ~ ~ ' he 
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lie was like Mr. Wood, all over Biuass ; and be del 
fed the Amies of the living God. Golia&s Condi- 
tion of Combat were likewife the fame with thofe 
ctWvod: If be prevail againft us, then Jbati we to 
bis Servants. But if it happen that I prevail over 
him, I renounce the other Part of the Condition, 
he (hall never be a Servant of mine ; for I do not 
think him fit to be trufted in any boneft Man s 
Shop. 

I will conclude with my humble Defire and 
Requeft, which I made in my fecond Letter ; that 
y6ur Lord/hips and Worjhips would pleafe to order a 
Declaration to be drawn up, expreffing in the 
ftrongeft Terms, your Refolurions never to receive 
or utter any of Wood's Half-pence, or Farthings ; 
and forbidding your Tenants to receive them. That 
the faid Declaration may be figned by as many Per* 
fons as poffible, who have Eftates in this Kingdom; 
and be fent down to your feveral Tenants afore- 

&id 

And if the Dread of Wood's Half-pence Ihould 
continue until next Jguarter-Sejtons, (which I hope 
it will not) the Gentlemen of every County will 
then have a fair Opportunity of declaring againft 
them, with Unanimity and Zeal. 

/ am, with tbe great eft Refpetf, 
{May it pleafe your Lordjbips and Worjhips) 
Tour moft dutiful and 

Obedient Servant, 

A LET- 
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LETTER IV. To the whole 
People of IRELAND. 

N. B. ftis was the Litter, againft which the, 
, Lord Lieutenant (Carteiet) and Council, iffued 
a proclamation, offering three Hundred Pounds 
U difcmr tt>* Author \ and for which, Harding 
the Pr inter w#s tried before that infamous Wretch 
WhHfMi the Chief Jufiice: But the noble 
Jury wmH not find the, Bill i nor would any P*r- 
fon dtf :<mr , the Author. 




My dear Countrymen, 

sJIAving already written three Letters, 

upon fo difagreeable a Subjeft as 
Mr. Wood and his Halfpence ; I 
conceived my Task was at an End : 
But, I find that Cordials muft be fre- 
quently applied ro weak Conftini- 
tions, Political as well as Natural. A People long 
ufed to Hardfbips, lofc by Degrees the very Morion* 
of Liberty ; they look upon themfelves as Creature 
at Mercy ; and that all Impofitions laid on them by 
a ftronger Hand* a*?, in |he Phrafe o£ the Report, 
legal an4 obligatory. Hence proceed that Poverty 
and Lownefs of Spirit, to which a Kingdom may be 
fubjeft, as well as a particular P erf on. And when 
Efau came feinting feom the Field, at the Point to 
die, it is no Wonder that he fold his Birth-Right 
for a Mefs of Pottage. 

I thought I had fufficiently (hewn to all who 
could want Inftru&ion, by what Methods they 
might fafely proceed, whenever thu Coin fhould be 
6 * . * offered 
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Offered to them : And, I believe, there hatla not 
been, for many Ages, an Example of any Kingdom 
lb finnly united in a Point of great Importance, as* 
this of ours is at prefent, again ft that deteftable 
Fraud. But, However, it fo happens, that fome> 
Weak People begin to be alarmed a-ne w, by Rumours! 
induftrioufly fpread. Wood prefcribes to the News- 
Mongers in London, what they are to write. Irt 
one of their Papers publilhed here by fome obfcure 
Printer, (and certainly with a bad Defign) we 
are told, that the Papifis in Ireland have entered in- 
to an Affociation againfi his Coin ; although it be 
ttotorioufly known, that they never once offered to 
ftir in the Matter : So that the twoHoufes of Par- 
liament, the Privy-Council, the great Numbers of 
Corporations, the Lord-Mayor and Aldermen of 
Dublin, the Grand-Juries, and principal Gentlemen 
of feveral Counties, are ftigmatized in a Lump, un-- 
der the Name of Papifis. 1 

This Impoftor and his Crew, do like wife give 
out, that, by refilling to receive his Drofs for Ster- 
ling, we difpute the Kings Prerogative ; are grown 
ripe for Rebellion, and ready to fhake off the De* 
pendency of Ireland upon the Crown of England.' 
To countenance which Reports, he hath publilhed 
a Paragraph in another News-Paper, to let us know^ 
that the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to come over itn* 
mediately to fettle bis Halfpence. 

Iintreat you, my dear Countrytnenf riot to 
fee under the leaft Concern upon thefe and the like 
Rumours ; which are no more than the laft Howl* 
of a Dog diffefted aliVe, as I hope he hath fuffici- 
fcntly been. Thefe Calumnies are the only Relerve 
thttt is left him. For furely, our continued and 

Vol. IV: K (^ mi U 
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(almoft) unexampled Loyalty, will never be tailed 
in Queftion, for not fuffering our felves to be 
robbed of all that we have, by one obfcure Iron- 
monger. 

As to difputing the Kings Prerogative, give 
me Leave to explain to thole who are ignorant* 
what the Meaning of that Word Prerogative is. 

The Kings of thefe Realms enjoy (everal Pow- 
ers, wherein the Laws have not interpofed: So, 
they can make War and Peace without the Confent 
of Parliament ; and this is a very great Prerogatives 
But if the Parliament doth not approve of the War, 
the King muft bear the Charge of it out of his 
own Purfe; and this is as great a Check on the 
Crown. So the King harh a Prerogative to coin 
Money, without Confent of Parliament : But he 
cannot compel theSubjeft to take that Money, ex- 
cept it be Sterling, Gold or Silver ; becaufe, herein 
he is limited by Law. Some Princes have, indeed, 
extended their Prerogative further than the Law al- 
lowed them : Wherein, however, the Lawyers of 
fucceeding Ages, as fond as they are of Precedents* 
have never dared to juftify them. But, to fay the 
Truth, it is only of late Times that Prerogative 
hath been fixed and afcertained. For, whoever 
reads the Hiftories of England, will find that fome 
former Kings, and thofe none of the worft, have, 
upon feveral Occafions, ventured to controul the 
Laws, with very little Ceremony or Scruple, even 
larer than the Days of Queen Elizabeth. In her 
Reign, that pernicious Counfel of fending bafe Mo- 
ney hither, very narrowly failed of lofing the King- 
dom ; being complained of by the Lord Deputy, 
the Council, and the whole Body of the Englijh 

here i 
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iiefe : So that foon after her Death, ic was recalled 
by her Succeffor, and lawful Money paid in Ex- 
change. 

Having thus given you fome Notion of whae 
is meant by the King's Prerogative, as far as a 
tfradefinan can be thought capable of explaining it, 
I will only add the Opinion of the great Lord Bo*, 
con-, that, as God governs the World by the fettled 
Laws of Nature, which he bath made, and never 
tranfcends thofe Laws, but upon high important Oc- 
ca/ions: So, among earthly Princes \ thofe are th$ 
Wifeft and the heft, who govern by the kno&fk 
Laws of the Country, and feldomejl make Ufe of their 
Prerogative. 

Now, here yon may fee that the vile Accufe* 
tion of Wood and his Accomplices, charging us with 
difpttting the Kings Prerogative, by refilling hii 
Braft, can have no Place ; becaufe compelling the! 
Subjeft to take any Coin, which is not Sterling* \i 
no Part of the King's Prerogative ; and I am very, 
confident, if ic were fo, we ftiould be the laft of 
his People to difpute it ; as well from that inviola- 
ble Loyalty we have always paid to his Majefty, as 
from the Treatment we might in fuch a Cafe juftly 
expefl from fome, who feem to think, we have 
neither common Senfe, nor common Senfes. Bur; 
God be thanked, the beft of them are only out 
Fellow^Subjedsi and not our Mafters. One greafc 
Merit I am fure we have, which thofe of Englijb 
Birth can have no Pretence to ; that our Anceftori 
reduced this Kingdom to the Obedience bf Enc* 
t and ; for which we have been rewarded with A 
tvorfe Climate, the Privilege of being governed by 
taws to which we do not confent; a mined Trade; 
k , • Ka aHoufe 
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a Houfe of Peers without Jtirifdiition; almoft 
Incapacity for all Employments, and the Dread of 
Wood* s Half-pence. 

But we are fo far from difputing the King's Pre- 
rogative in coining, that we own he hath Power to 
give a Patent to any Man, for letting his Royal 
Image and Superfcription upon whatever Materials 
he pleafes; and Liberty to the Patentee to bffer 
them in any Country from England to Japan ; only 
attended with one fmall Limitation, that no body 
alive is obliged to take them. 

Upon thefeConfideratioiis, I was ever againft all 
Recourfe to England for a Remedy againlt the pre-* 
fent impending Evil ; efpecially, when I obferved, 
that the Addreffes of both Houfes, after long Ex- 
peftance, produced nothing but a Report altoge-* 
ther in Favour of Wood; upon which, I made fbmtf 
Obfervations in a former Letter ; and might at leafl 
have made as many more : For* it is a Paper of as 
lingular a Nature as I ever beheld. 

But I miftake ; for before this Report was made^ 
hisMajefty's tnoft gracious Anfwer to the Houfe of 
Lords was fent over, and printed ; wherein there 
are thefe Words, granting the Patent for coining 
Half-pence and Farthings, agreeable to the 
Practice of his Royal Predecessors, f$c. 
That King Charles II, and King James II, (and 
they only) did grantPatents for thisPurpofe, is 
indiiputable, and I have fhewn it at large. Their 
Patents were pafTed under the great Seal of Ireland^ 
by References to Ireland ; the Copper to be coined 
in Ireland, the Patentee was bound, on Demand, to 
receive his Coin back in Ireland, and pay Silver and 
Gold ia Return. Ws Patent was made under 

cht 
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the great Seal of England, the Brafs coined in Eng- 
land, not the leaft Reference made to Ireland ; the 
Sum immenfe, and the Patentee under no Obliga- 
tion to receive it again, and give good Money for 
it : This I onjy mention, becaufe, in my private 
Thoughts, I have fometimes made a Query, whe- 
ther the Penner of thofe Words in his Majefty's 
mqft gracious Anfwer, agreeable to the Prac- 
tice of his Royal Predecessors, hadmaturely 
confidered the feveral Circumftances ; \vhich, in 
jiiy poor Opinion, feejn to make a Difference. 

Let me now fay fomething concerning the 
other great Caufe of fome People's Fear ; as Wood 
has taught the London News-Writer to exprefs it : 
That bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming 
pver to fettle Wood\f Half -pence \ 

We know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants, 
for feveral Years paft, have not thought this King- 
dom worthy the Honour of their Refidence, longer 
than was abfolutely neceflary for the King's Bufl- 
nefs; which confequently wanted no Steed in the 
Pifpatcb. And therefore, it naturally fell into moft 
Mens Thoughts, that a new Governor coming at 
an unufual Time, muft portend fome unufual Bufi- 
nefs to be done ; efpecially, if the common Report 
be true ; that the Parliament prorogued to I know 
not when, is, by a new Summons (revoking tha^ 
Prorogation) to affemble foon after his Arrival : For 
which extraordinary Proceeding, the Lawyers on 
t'other Side the Water, haye, by great good For- 
tune, found two Precedents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter into 
my Head, that fo little a Creature as Wood could 

^jid Qtefa enough v?i^ the King and hi« Min*-. 

fter*, 
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fters, to have the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland fent 
hither in a Hurry, upon his Errand. 

For, let us take the whole Matter nakedly, as it 
lies before us, without the Refinement* of fome 
People, with which we have nothing to do. Here 
is a Patent granted under the great Seal of England, 
upon falfe Suggeftions, to one William Wood, for 
coining Copper H^lf-pence for Ireland : T<he Par- 
liament here, upon Apprehenlions of the worft 
Confequences from the faid Patent, addrefs the 
King to have it recalled : This is refufed, and a 
Committee of the Privy-Council report to his Ma- 
jefty, that Wood has performed the Conditions of his 
Patent. He then is left to dp the beft he can with 
Jlis Half-pence ; no Man being QbUged to receive 
them ; the People here, being likewise left to them- 
ielyes, unite as one Man ; relolving they will have 
nothing to do wjth his Ware. By this plain Ac- 
count of the fa&, it is manifeft, that the King and 
his Miniftry ^re wholly out of the Cafe; and th$ 
Matter is left to b^e difputed between him and us> 
,Will any Man therefore attempt to perfuade me, 
fhat a Lord Lieutenant is to be difpatched over in 
great Hafte, before the ordinary Time, and a Par* 
fiament fummoned, by anticipating a Prorogation ; 
jnerely to put an Hundred Thoufand Pounds, into 
fhe Pocket of a Sharper, by the Ruin of a rnoft 
Joyal Kingdom? 

But fuppofing all this to be true. By what 
Arguments could a Lord Lieutenant prevail on 
the fame Parliament, which addrefled with fo 
much Zeal and Earneftnefs againft this Evil ; to 
pafs it into a Law ? I am fure their Opinion of 
Wood and his Projed are not mended finse their laft 

Pro- 
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prorogation : fad fuppofing thofe Methods (hould 
be ufed, which, Detraliors tell lis, have been 
fometimes put in Pra&ice for gaining Votes; it 
is well known, that in this Kingdom there are few 
Employments to be given ; and if there were more ; 
it is as well known to \vhofe Share they mull 
fall. 

But, becaufe great Numbers of you are altoge- 
ther ignorant in the Affairs of your Country, I 
will tell you fome Reafons, why there are fo few 
Employments to be difpofed of in this Kingdom. 
AH confiderable Offices for Life here, are poflefled 
by thofe, to whom the Reverfions were granted ; 
find thefe have been generally Fojlowers of the 
Chief Governors, or Perfons^ Atfho had Intereft in 
the Court of England. So the Lord Berkely of 
Stratton, holds that great Office of Mafter of the 
Rolls ; the Lord Palmerfiown is Firft Remembran- 
cer ^ worth near 2000 L per Ann. One Dodington, 
Secretary to the Earl of Pembroke, begged the Re- . 
verfion of Clerk of the Pells, worth 2500 L a Year, 
which he now enjoys by the Death of the Lord 
jffewtown. Mr. Southwell is Secretary of State, 
and the Earl of Burlington Lord High Treafurer 
of Ireland by Inheritance. Thefe are only a few 
among many others, which I have been told of, 
but cannot remember. Nay the Reverfion of fe- 
veral Employments during Pleafure are grafted 
the lame Way. This among many others, is * 
Circumftance whereby the Kingdom of Ireland is 
diftinguifhed from all other Nations, upon Earth ; 
and makes it fo difficult an Affair to get into a 
Civil Employ, that Mr. Addifon was forced tp 
purchafe an old obfcure Place, called Keeper of 
■ tbf 
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the Records in Bermingham's tower, of Ten Pounds 
a Year, and to get a Salary of 400 /. annexed to it, 
though all the Records there are not worth Half a 
Crown, either for Curiofity or Ufe. And we late- 
ly faw a * Favourite Secretary \ defcend to be Ma- 
fierof the Revels , which by his Credit and Extor- 
tion he hath made Pretty Conjidsrable. I fay no- 
thing of the Under-Treafurerftiip worth about; 
4pooo/. a Year; nor the Commiffioners of the Re- 
venue, Four of whom generally live in England 1 
fox I think none of thefe are granted in Rever- 
iion. But the Jeft is, that I have known upon Oc- 
cafion, fome of thefe abfent Officers as Keen againft 
the Intereft of Ireland, as if they had never beer* 
indebted to Her for a Single Groat. 

I confess, I have been fometimes tempted to 
wifti that this Projeft of Wood might fucceed ; be- 
caufe I refle&ed with fome Pleafure, what a Jolly 
Crew it would bring over among us of Lords and 
Squires, and Penfioners of Both Sexes, and Officer* 
Civil and Military, where we ftiould live together 
as merry and fociable as Beggars ; only with this 
one Abatement, that we ftiould neither have Meat 
to feed, nor Manuf azures to Cloath us ; unlefs we 
could be content to Prance about in Coats of Mail \ 
or eat Brafs a$ Oftritches do Iron. 

I return from this Digeffion, to that which 
gave me the Occafion of making it : And I believe 
you are now convinced, that if the Parliament of 
Ireland were as Temptable as any other Affembly, 
"Within a Mile of Chriftendom (which God forbid) 
yet the Managers muft of Necefljty fail for want 
of Tools to work with. But I will yet go one 

Step 

* Mr. Hopkins, Secretary to the Duh of Grafton. 
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Step farther, by Suppofing that a Hundred nevy 
Employments, were ere&ed on Purpofe to gratify 
Compliprs: Yet ftill an infuperable Difficulty would 
remain. For it happens, I know not how, that 
ney is neither Whig nor lory, neither of Town no* 
'ptmnfry Patty \ and it is not improbable, that a 
Gentleman would rather chufe to live upon his wn 
ft/lot e, which brings him Gold and Silver, than with 
the Addition of an Employment ; when his Rents 
and Sallary muft both be paid in Wood's Brafs, at 
above Eighty per Cent. Difcount. 

For thefe, and many other Reafons, I am con- 
fident you need not be under the leaft Apprehenfi- 
ons, from the fudden Expe&atjon of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, while we continue in our prefent hearty 
I)ifpofition; po alter which, there is no fuitable 
Temptation can poflibly be offered : And if, as I 
have often aflerted from the beft Authority, the 
Law hath not left a Power in the Crown to force 
any Money, except Sterling, upon the Subjeft; 
much lefs can the Crown devolve fuch a Power up- 
on another. 

This I fpeak with the utmoft Refpeft to the 
t ferfon mi Dignity of his Excellency the Lord G?r- 
' ieret ; whofe Chara&er was lately given me, by a 
Gentleman that hath known him from his firft Ap- 
pearance in the World : That Gentleman defcribes 
him as a young Man of great Accomplifhments, ex- 
cellent Learning, Regular in his Life, and of much 
Spirit and Vivacity. He hath fince, as I have 
heard, been employed abroad ; was principal Secre- 
tary of State; and is now about the 37th Year of his 
Age appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. From 
fuch a Governqur this Kingdom my jreafonably 
- - - — ; hope 
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hope for as much Profperity, as under fo many Dis- 
couragements it can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that within the Memory of 
Man, there have been Governors of fo much Dex* 
terity, as to carry Points of terrible Qonfequent^e to 
this Kingdom, by their Power with thofe who arc 
in Office ; and by their Arts in managing or deluding 
others with Oaths, Affability », and even with Din- 
ners. If Wood's Brafs had, in thofe Times, been 
upon the Anvils lt ls obvious enough to conceive 
what Methods would have been taken. Depend- 
ing Perfons would have been told in plain Terms, 
ihat it was a Service ex$e£tedfrom them, under the 
Tain of the publick Bujinefs being put into more 
complying Hands. Others would be allured by Pro- 
tnifes. To the Country Gentlemen, befides good 
Words, Burgundy and Clofeting; it might, perhaps* 
have been hinted, how kindly it would be taken to 
fomply with a, Royal Patent, although it were not 
compulfary. That if any Inconveniences enfued, it 
might be made up with other Graces or. Favours 
hereafter : That Gentlemen ought to confider, whe^ 
ther it were prudent or fafe to difguji England : 
They would be defired to think of fome good Bills, 
for encouraging of trade, and fetting the Poor to ' 
work: Some further Afts againft Popery, and for 
uniting Protejlants, There would be fojemn En- 
gagements, that we fhould never be troubled, with 
above Forty Thoufand Pounds in bis Coin, and all of 
the befi and weightieft Sort ; for which we fbeuld 
only give our Manufactures in Exchange, and keep 
•ur Gold and Silver at home. Perhaps, a feafonabh 
Report of fome Invafton would have been fpread in 
the moj proper Jufltfurt ; V(hich.i$ a great Smooth- 
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tx of Rubs in publick Proceedings : And we flioold 
have been told . that this was no time to create Dif- 
ferences, when the Kingdom was in Danger. 

These, I fay, and the like Methods, would, in 
corrupt Times, have been taken to let in this De- 
luge of Brafs among us: And, I am confident, 
would even then have not fucceeded ; much left 
under the Adminiftration of fo excellent a Perfon 
as the Lord Carteret ; and in a Country, where the 
People of all Ranks, Parties, and Denominations, 
are convinced to a Man, that the utter undoing of 
themfelves and their Pofterity for ever, will be da- 
ted from the Admiffion of that execrable Coin : That 
if it once enters, it can be no more confined to a 
finall or moderate Quantity, than the Plague can be 
confined to a few Families; and that no Equivalent 
can be given by any earthly Power, any more than, 
a dead Carcafs can be recovered to Life by a 
Cordial 

There i$ one comfortable Circumftance in this 
yniverfal Opposition to Mr. Wood, that the People? 
jfent over hither from England, to fill up our Vacan- 
cies, Ecclejiajlical, Civil and Mtlitary, are all on 
pur Side : Money, the great Divider of the World, 
hath, by a ftrange Revolution, been the great Uni- 
ter of a moft divided People. Who would leave a 
Hundred Pounds a Year in England, ( a Country of 
Freedom) to be paid a Thoufand in Ireland out of 
Wood s Exchequer ? The Gentleman They have late- 
ly made Primate, would never quit his Seat in an 
Englijh Houfe of Lords, and his Preferments at Ox- 
ford and Brifiol, worth Twelve Hundred Pounds a 
Year, for four Times the Denomination here, but 
not half the Value ; Therefore, I expert to hear he 

si 1 ! 
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will be as good an Irijbman, at leaft, upon tbij 
pne Artichy as any of his Brethren; or even of Us, 
who have had the Mtsfortune to be born in this 
Ifland. For thofe who, in the common Phrafe, 
do not come hither to learn the Language^ would 
never change a better Country for a worfe, to re- 
ceive Brafs inftead of Gold. 

Another Slander fpread by Wood and his Emit 
faries is, that, by oppofing him, we difcover an In- 
clination to Jbjtke off our Dependence upon the Crown 
^England. Pray obferve, how important a Perlbn 
is this fame William Wood ; and how the publick 
Weal of two Kingdoms, is involved in his private 
Intereft Firft, all thofe who refufe to take his 
Coin are Papifts ; for he tells us, that none but Pa- 
pifts are affociated againft him. Secondly, they 
difpate the Kings Prerogative. Thirdly, they are 
ripe for Rebellion. And Fourthly, they are going 
to Jhake off their Dependence upon the Crown of 
England ; that is to fay, they are going to chufe ano- 
ther King : For there can be no other Meaning in 
this Expreffion, however fome may pretend to ftrain 
it. 

And this gives me an Opportunity of explain- 
ing, to thofe who are ignorant, another Point, 
which hath often fwelled in my Breaft. Thofe 
who come over hither to us from England, and 
fome weak People among ourfelves, whenever, in 
Difcourfe, we make mention of Liberty and Pro- 
perty, fhake their Heads, and tell us, that Ireland is 
a depending Kingdom ; as if they would feem, by, 
this Phrafe, to intend, that the People of Ireland it 
in fome State of Slavery or Dependance, different 
from thofe of England: .Whereas, a depending 

Kin S - 
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Kingdom is a modem *ferm of Art\ unknown, as I 
have heard, to all antient Civilians, and Writers 
upon Government ; and Ireland is, on the contrary, 
called in fome Statutes an Imperial Crown, as held 
only from God; which is as high a Style, as any 
Kingdom is capable of receiving. Therefore by 
this Expreffion, a depending Kingdom, there is no 
more under flood, than that by a Statute made here, 
in the 33d Year of Henry VIII, The King and bis 
Succeffors, are to be Kings Imperial of this Realm, 
as united and knit to the Imperial Crown ^Eng- 
land* I have looked over all the Englijb and Irijb 
Statutes, without finding any Law that makes Ire- 
land depend upon England-, any more than England 
doth upon Ireland. We have, indeed, obliged 
ourfclves to have the fame King with them ; and 
confequently they are obliged to have the fame King 
with us. For the Law was made by our own Par- 
liament', and our Anceftors then were not fuch 
fools {whatever they were in the preceding Reign) 
to bring themfelves under . I know not what Dep en- 
dance > which is now talked of, without any Ground 
of Law, Reafon, or common Senfe. 

Let whoever think other wife, I M. B. Drapier 9 
defire to be excepted. For I declare, next under 
God, I depend only on the King my Sovereign, and 
on the Laws of my own Country. And I am fo far 
from depending upon the People of England, that^ 
if they fhould ever rebel againft my Sovereign, 
(which God forbid) I would be ready at the fir ft 
Command from his Majefty, to take Arms againft 
them ; as fome of my Countrymen did againft theirs 
at Prefton. And, if fuch a Rebellion fliould prove 
fo fuccefsful as to fix the Pretender on the Throne 

of 
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of England; I would venture to tranfgrefi thaf 
Statute fo far, as to lofe every Drop of my Blood, 
to hinder him from being King of Ireland. 

It is true, indeed^ that within the Memory of 
Man, the Parliaments of England have fometimes 
affumed the Power of binding this Kingdom, by 
Laws enafted there ; wherein they were, at firft, 
openly oppofed (as far asfruth, Reafon, and Jufttce 
are capable of oppqfing) by the famous Mr. Moli~ 
nedux, an Englijh Gentleman borri here ;. as well as 
by feveral of the greateft Patriots, and bejtWhigs'wk 
England^ but the Love and torrent of Power pre- 
vailed. Indeed, the Arguments on both Sides were 
invincible. For in Reafon, all Government without 
the Confent of the Governed, is the very Definition 
of Slavery: But in Faff, Eleven Men well armed; 
will certainly fubdue one Jingle Man in his Shirt. 
But I have done. For thofe who have ufcd Power 
to cramp Liberty, have gone fo far as to refent even 
the Liberty of Complaining-, although a Man upon 
the Rack, w T as never known to be refufed the Li- 
berty of roaring as loud as he thought fit. 

And, as we are apt to ftnk too much under 
reafonable Fears, fo we are too foon inclined to be 
raifed by groundlefs Hopes, (according to the Na- 
ture of all confumptive Bodies like ours.) Thus, it 
hath been given about for feveral Days paft, that 
Somebody in England^ empowered a fecond Somebody 
to write to a third Somebody here, to aflure us, rhae 
we jhould no more be troubled with thofe Halfpence. 
And this is reported to have been done by the * fame 
J>erfon, who was faid to have fworn fome Months 
ago, that he would ram them down our Throats^ 
(though I doubt they would Jlick in our Stomachs} 

But 

« ^ ■■■■■■ • ■■ ■■ • ■ v 

* Mu Walpolc, now $r Robert. 
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But which ever of thefe Reports is true or falfe, 1 
is no Concern of burs. For, in this Point, we 
have nothing to do with Englijh Minifters : And I 
Ihould be forry to leave it in their Power to redrefs 
this Grievance, or to enforce it : For the Report of 
the Committee hath given me a Surfeit. The Re- 
medy is wholly in your own Hands ; and therefore 
I have digreffed a little, in order to refrelh and con- 
tinue that Spirit fo feafonably raifed amongft you ; 
and to let you fee, that by the Laws of God, of 
Nature, of Nations, and of your own Country, 
you are and ought to be as free a People as your 
Brethren in England. 

If the Pamphlets publifhed at London by Wood 
and his Journeymen, in Defence of his Caufe, were 
Re-printed here, and that our Countrymen could be 
perfuaded to read them, they would convince you 
of his wicked Defign, more than all I (hall ever 
be able to fay. In ftiort, I make him a perfeft 
Saint, in Comparifon of what he appears to be, 
from the Writings of thole whom he Hires to ju- 
ftify his Projefi. But he is fo far Mafier of the 
Field (let others guefs the Reafon) that no London 
Printer dare publifh any Paper written in Favour of 
Ireland : And here no Body hath yet been fo bold, 
as to publifti any Thing in Favour of him. 

There was a few Days ago a Pamphlet fent 
me of near 50 Pages, written in Favour of Mr. 
Wood and his Coinage ; printed in London : It is not 
worth anfwering, becaufe probably it will nevetf 
be publilhed here : But it gave me an Occalion, 
to retted upon an Unhappineis we lie under, that 
the People of England are utterly ignorant of our 
Cafe j Which, however, is no Wonder ; fince it is 

a Point 

1 
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a Point they do not in the leaft concern themfelvei 
about ; farther than, perhaps, as a Subjeft of Dif- 
courfe in a Coffee-Houfe, when they have nothing 
elfe to talk of. For I have Reafon to believe, that 
ho Minifter ever gave mnlfelf the Trouble of read- 
ing any Papers written in our Defence ; becaufe I 
fuppofe their Opinions are already determined, and 
are formed wholly upon the Reports of Wood and 
his Accomplices ; elfe it would be impoffible, that 
any Man could have the Impudence, to write fuch 
a Pamphlet, as I have mentioned. 

Our Neighbours, whofe Under/landings drejuft 
Upon a Level with Ours (which perhaps are none 
of the Brightefl) have a ftrong Contempt for moft 
Nations, but efpecially (ot Ireland: They look up- 
on us as a Sort of Savage Irijb, whom our Ancef- 
tors conquered feveral Hundred Years ago : And 
if I fhould defcribe the Britbns to you, as they 
were in Cafar's Time, when they painted their 
Bodies, or c loathed them/elves with the Skins of 
Beafis, I ftiould aft full as reafonably as they do. 
However, they are fo fa* to be excufed, in rela- 
tion to the prefent Subjeft, that, hearing only one 
Side of the Caufe, and having neither Opportunity 
nor Curiofity to examine the other, they believe 4 
Lye, merely for their Eafe ; and conclude, becaufe 
Mr. Wood pretends to have Power \ he hath alto 
Reafon on his Side. 

Therefore, to let you fee how this Cafe is re* 
|>refented in England by Wood and his Adherents; 
I have thought it proper to extraft out of that 
Pamphlet, a few of thofe notorious Falftioods, in 
Point of Faff and Reafoning, contained therein; 
the Knowledge whereof, will confirm my Country- 
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men in their Own Right Sentiments, when they 
Will fee by comparing both, how much their Ene* 
tnies are in 'the Wrong. 

First, The Writer pofitively aliens, thai 
Wood\y Half-pence were current among us for fe- 
deral Months ', with the univerfal approbation of 
sll People \ without one Jingle Gain-fay er ; and wi 
all to a Man thought our 'f elves Happy in having 
them. 

Secondly; He affirms, that we were drawn* 
into a Di/like of them, only by fome Cunning Evil- 
4 e fil ntn i Men among us, who oppofed this Patent 
^'Wood, to get another for themf elves. 

Thirdly, That thofe who moft declared ait jirji 
dgainjl Wood'j Patent 9 were the very Men wb$ 
intend to gei another for their own Advantage. 

Fourthly, Triat our Parliament and Privy* 
Council, the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin^ 
the Grand-Juries and Merchants, and in port tbi 
whole Kingdom; nay, the very Dog* (as he expreC 
feth it) were fond of thofe Halfpence, till they 
were inflamed by thofe few deftgriing Perfons aforc{ 
faid. 

Fifthly, rfe fays dire&ly, That all thofe who 
vppofed the Halfpence, were rdpijts, and Enemiel 
to King George. 

Thus far I arri confident:, the rftoft ignorant a- 
mong you can fafely fwear from your own Know- 
ledge, that the Author is a rrtoft notorious Lyaf in 
c^ery Article ; the direft contrary being fo mam- 
feft to the whole Kingdom, that if Occafion re- 
quired, we might get it £onfirrhed tindei Fitie btiri- 
tiftd tboufatid Hbndi. 

Voi- IV. h Mmiii 
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Sixthly, He would perfuade us, That if we 

fell Five Shillings worth of our Goods or Manu- 
fafiures for Two Shillings and four-pence worth 
of Copper, although the Copper were melted down, 
and that we could get Five Shillings in Gold and 
Silver for the faid Goods ; yet to take the faidTwo 
Shillings and Four-pence in Copper, would be great- 
ly for our Advantage. 

And Laftly, He makes us a very fair Offer, as 
empowered by Wood, That we will take off 
Two hundred thoufand Pounds in his Half-pence 
for our Goods, and likewife pay him Three per 
Cent. Intereft for Thirty Tears, for an hundred 
and Twenty thoufand Pounds (at which he com* 
putes the Coinage above the intrinjick Value of 
the Copper ) for the Loan of his Coin, he will af- 
ter that Time give us good Money for what Half- 
pence will be then left. 

Let me place this Offer in as clear a Light as I 
can, to fhew the unfupportable Villainy and Im- 
pudence of that incorrigible Wretch. Firft (fays 
he) / will fend Two hundred thoufand Pounds of 
my Coin into your Country: The Copper I compute 
to be in real Value Eighty thoufand Pounds, and 
1 charge you with an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand Pounds for the G/tnage ; fo that you fee, I 
lend you an Hundred and twenty thoufand Pounds 
for Thirty Tears ; for which you (hall pay me 
Three per Cent. That is to fay, Three thoufand 
Six hundred Pounds, per Ann. which in fhirty 
Tears will amount to an Hundred and eight thou- ' 
fand Pounds. And when thefe Thirty Tears are 
expired, return me my Copper, and I will give you 
Gcpd Money for it. 

This 



■ 
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- This is the Propofal made to us by Wood id 
that Pamphlet, written by one of his Commiflion- 
ers : And the Author is fuppofed to be the fame 
Infamous Colely one of his Under ^Siv carers at the 
Committee of Council, who was tryed for Rob* 
king the Tredfury here, where h% was an Under- 
Clerk. 

By thi* Propofal lie will firft receive Two hun- 
dred thoufand Pounds, in Goods or Sterling, for 
as miich Copper as he values at Eighty thoiifand 
Pounds; but in Reality not worth Thirty thoufand 
Pounds: , Secondly, He will receive for Intereffc 
an Hundred and Eight thoufand Pounds : And 
when our Children come Thirty Years hence, to 
Return his Half-pence upon his Executors (for be- 
fore that Time he will be probably gone to bis own- 
Place) thofe Executors will very reafonably rejeft 
them as Raps arid Counterfeits ; which tHey will 
be, and Millions of them of his own Coinage. 

Methinks, I am fond of fuch a Dealer a4 
this, who mends every Day upon our Hands, like 
a Dutch Reckoning ; where, if you difpute the 
Unreafonablenefs and Exorbitance of the Bill, the 
Landlord (hall bring it up every Time with riev*, 
Additions. 

Although tliefe and the like Pamphlets, pub- 
lifhed by Wood in London, be altogether unknown 
here, where no body could read them, without 
as much Indignation as Contempt would allow ; yet 
I thought it proper to give you a Specimen how 
the Man employs his Time ; where he Rides alone; 
without any Creature fco contradift him ; while our 
few Friends there wonder at our Silence : And 
the EngUJb in general, if they think of this Mat- 

L % *t 
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ter at; all, impute our Refufal to Wilfulnefs or Dip- 
affetfion, juft as Wood and his Hirelings are pleafed 
to reprefent. 

But although our Arguments are not fuffered 
to be printed in England, yet the Confequence will 
be of little Moment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 
fuade the People There, that we ought to Receive 
his Coin ; and let Me Convince our People Here 9 
that they ought to Rejeff it under Pain of our ut- 
ter Undoing. And then let him do his Befi and 
his Worjt. 

Before I conclude, I muft beg Leave, in all 
Humility to tell Mr. Wood,thzt\it is guilty of great 
Indifcretion, by caufing fo Honourable a Name as 
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often, and 
in fuch a Manner, upon his Occafion. A ftiort 
Paper, printed at Brifiol, and re-priuted here, re- 
ports Mr. "Wood to fay, that he wonders at the Im- 
pudence and Infoknce of the Irifh, in rcjufing his 
Qoin, and what he will do when Mr. Walpole 
comes to Town. Where, by the Way, he ismifta- 
ken ; for it is the True Englijb People of Ireland, 
who refufe it ; although we take it for granted, 
that the trip will do lb too, whenever they are 
asked. In another printed Paper of his contriving, 
it is roundly exprefled, that Mr. Walpole will cram 
his Brafs down our Throats. Sometimes it is giv- 
en out, that we muft either take thefe Halfpence 
cr eat our Brogues, And, in another News-Letter 
but of Yeftcrday, we read, that the fame great Man 
hath fworn to make us fwallow his Coin in Fire- 
Balls. 

This brings to my Mind the known Story of 
a Scotch Man, who receiving Sentence of Death, 

with 
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with all the Circumftances of Hanging, Behead- 
* n &* Quartering, Embowelling % and the like ; cried 
out, What need ail this Cookery ? And I think 
we have Reafon to ask the fame Queftion : For if 
we believe Wood, here is a Dinner getting ready 
for us, and you fee the Bill of Fare ; and I am 
forry the Drink was forgot, which might eafily be 
fupplied with Melted Lead and Flaming Pitch. 

What vile Words are thefe to put into the 
Mouth of a great Councilor, in high Truft with 
his Majefty, and looked upon as a prime Minifter ? 
If Mr. Wood hath no better a Manner of reprefent- 
ing his Patrons ; when I come to be a Great Man, 
he (hall never be fuffered to attend at my Levee. 
This is not the Style of a Great Minifter ; it 
favours too much of the Kettle and the Fur~ 
nace ; and came entirely out of Wood's Forge. 

As for the Threat of making us eat oar Brogues, 
we need not be in Pain ; for if his Coin fhould pafs, 
that Unpolite "Covering for the Feet, would no lon- 
ger be a National Reproach ; becaufe, then we 
Ihould have neither Shoe nor Brogue left in the 
Kingdom. Buj here the Falftiood of Mr. Wood 
is fairly derefied ; for I am confident Mr. Walpole 
never heard of a Brogue in his whole Life. 

As to Swallowing thefe Halfpence irt Fire-balls, 
it is a Story equally improbable. For, to execute* 
this Operation, the whole Stock of Mr. Wood's 
Coin and Metal mud be melted down, and mold* 
ed into hollow Balls with Wild-fire, no bigger than 
a reafonable Throat can be able to fwallo w. Now, 
the Metal he hath prepared, and already coined, 
will amount to at leaft Fifty Millions of Half- 
pence to be Swallowed by a Million and a Half of 
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People ; fb that allowing Two Half-pence to each. 
Ball, there will be about Seventeen Balls of Wild- 
fire a-piece, to be (wallowed by every Perfon in the 
Kingdom: And to adminifter this Dofe, there can- 
not be conveniently fewer than Fifty thoufand Q- 
perators, allowing one Operator to every Thirty ; 
which, considering the Squeamijbnefs of fome Sto- 
machs, and the Peevijhnefs of Young Children, v% 
but reafonable. Now, undej: Corre&ion of better 
Judgments, I think the Trouble and Charge of fuch. 
an Experiment, would exceed the Profit ; and there- 
fore I take this Report to be fpurioqs ; or, at leaft, 
only a new Scheme of Mr. Vifood himfelf ; which,' 
to make it pafs the better in Ireland^ he would Fa- 
ther upon iMinifter of State. 

But I will now demonflrate, beyond all Con- 
tjradiftion, that Mr. Walpole U againft this Projed of 
Mr. Wood' y and is an entire Friend to Ireland \ only 
by this one invincible Argument, That he has the 
Univerfal Opinion of being a wife Man, an able 
Minifter, and in all his Proceedings, purfuing the 
True Interejl of the King bis Mafter ; And that, 
as. his Integrity is above all Corrupt ion , fo is his 
Fortune above all Temptation, I reckon therefore, 
we are perfe&ly fafe from that Corner ; and ftiall ne- 
ver be under the Neceffity of Contending with fo 
formidable a Power ; but be left to poffefs out 
Brogues and Potatoes in Peace, as * Remote from 
Thunder as we are from Jupiter. 

Jam, My dear Countrymen, your Loving Fellow- 
SubjeU, Fcllow-Suffhrer, and Humble Servant* 

OSt. 13, 1724. M. B. 

f Prxj/l a Jovt, proctil d fulmine* 

lit 
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In about a Month after tie Proclama- 
tion was publi/hed, offering three 
Hundred Pounds Reward for difco- 
vering the Author of the preceding 
Letter, the follovotng Paper <was 
publifhed. 




The PRESENTMENT of the 
Grand~Jury of the County of the 
City of Dublin. 




HEREAS feveral great Quantities or 
~ bafe Mettal coined, commonly called 
Wood's Half-pence, have been brought 
into the Port of Dublin, and lodged in 

feveral Houfes of this City, with an 

Intention to make them pafs clandeftinely, among 
his Majefty's Subjefts of this Kingdom ; not with- 
ftanding the Addreffes of both Houks of Parlia- 
ment, and the Privy-Council, and the Declarations 
of moft of the Corporations of this City againlt the 
faid Coin : And whereas his Majefty hath been 
graciouflv pleafed to leave his loyal Subjeds ohhs 
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Kingdom, at Liberty to take or refufe the faid 
Halfpence;. 

; f We the Grand- Jury of the County of the City 
bf Dublin, this Michaeltnas-l!erm % 1724, having 
entirely at Heart his Majefty's lntereft, and the 
'Welfare of pur Country, and being throughly fen* 
fible of the great Difcouragement which Trade 
hath fuffered by the Apprehenfions of the faid Coin ; 
^hereof vye have already felt the difmal Effe&s ; 
^nd that the Currency thereof will inevitably tend 
to the great Diminution of his Majefty's Revenue, 
and the Ruin of us and our fofterity : Do frefent 
all fuch Perfons as have attempted, or (half endea- 
vour by Fraud, or otherwife, to impofe the faid 
Half-pence upon us, contrary to his Majefty's moft 
gracious Intentions, as Enemies to his Majefty's Go- 
yernment, and to the Safety, Peace, and Welfare of 
all his Majefty's Siibje&s of this Kingdom ; whofe 
Aflfc&ions have been fo eminently diftinguilhed by 
their Zeal to his illuftrious family, r^efore his happy 
Acceffion to the Throne, and by their continued 
Loyalty ever fince. 

As we do, with all juft Gratitude, acknowledge 
the Services of all fuch Patriots, as h ay e been emi-» 
pently zealous for the lntereft of his Majefty, and 
this Country, ir\ dete&ing the fraudulent Impofitions 
pf the faid Wood, and preventing the pafTing his bafe 
Coin : So we do, at the fame Time, declare our Ab- 
horrence and Deteftation of all Reflexions on hi$ 
Majefty, and his Government ; and that we are rea- 
dy, with our Lives and Fortunes, to defend hi* 
gnoft facred Majefty againft the Pretender, and, all 
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jhis Majefty's open and fecret Enemies, both at home 
and 



Given under Qur Hands, *t the Grand-Jury 
" (Chamber, this 28th of ISfovember, 17 z±. 



George Forbes, 
William Empfon, 
Nathaniel Pearfon, 
Jofeph Nuttall, 
William Afion, 
Steam Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 
Edmond French* 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearfon^ 
Thomas Robins., 
Dawfon, 



David Tew, 
Thomas How, 
J$hn Jones, 
James Brown, 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Si can t 
Anthony Brunton t 
Thomas Gaven, 
Daniel Elwood, 
John Brunei. 




Seafonable ADVICE to the Grand- 
Jury^ concerning the Bill preparing 
againji the Printer of the preceding 
Letter. 



NCE a 9ilf is preparing for the . 
gf a Grand Jury > to find againft the Prin- 
ter of the Drapiers Iajl Letter; there 
sW^fi are feveral Things maturely to be 
^§fe$^J con f,dered by thofe Gentlemen, be- 



fore they determine upon it 

First, They are to confider ; that the Author of 
the (aid Pamphlet did write three other Difcourfes 



on 
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on the ftme Subjeft ; which, inftead of being cen- 
fured, were uniyerfally approved by the whole Na- 
tion ; and were a|l°wed to haye raifed, and conti- 
nued that Spirit among us, which hitherto hath 
kept out Wood's Coin, for, all Men will grant, 
rhat, if thofe Pamphlets had not been writ, his Coin 
muft have over-run the Nation fojne Months ago. 

Secondly, It is to be confidered, that this 
Pamphlet, againft which a Proclamation hath been 
iffued, is writ by the [am* Author % that no body 
ever doubted the Innocence and Groodnefs of his 
Defign ; that he appears, through the whole Tenor 
of it, to be a loyal Subjtft to his Majefty ; and de- 
voted to the Houfe of Han&vcr ; and declares him- 
felf, in a Manner, peculiarly ?ealou$ againft the 
Pretender. And if fuch a Writer, in four feveral 
Treatifes on fo nice a Subjeft, where a Royal Patent 
is concerned, and where it was neceflary to (peak of 
England, and of Liberty ; fliould in one or two 
Places, happen to let fall an inadvertent Expreffion, 
it would be hard to condemn him, after all the 
Good he hath done ; efpecially, when we confider, 
that he could have ho poflible Defign in View, ei- 
y ther of Honour, or Profit; but purely the Good 
of his Country. 

Thirdly, It ought to be well confidered, whe- 
ther any one Expreffion in the faid Pamphlet, be ' 
really liable to a juft Exception ; buch lefs to be 
found wicked, malicious, feditious, rejlefting upon 
his Majefty and bis Miniftfy, &c. 

The two Points in that Pamphlet, which, it is 
faid, the Profecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, 
Firft, where the Author mentions the Penner of 
the King's Anfwef. Firft, ic is well known, his 

Ma* 
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•Majefty is not Matter of the Englijb Tongue ; and 
therefore, it is neceflary that fome other Perfon 
fliould be employed to pen what he hath to fay, or 
write in that Language. Secondly, his Majefty's 
Anfwer is not in the firft Perfon, but the third. It 
is not faid, We are concerned, or Our Royal 
Predecessors*, but, his Majesty is concerned, 
and bis Royal Predecessor. By which it is 
plain, thefe are properly not the Words of his Ma- 
jefty; but fuppofed to be taken from him, and 
tranlmirted hither by one of his Minifters. Third- 
ly, it will be eafily feen, that the Author of the 
Pamphlet delivers his Sentiments upon this Particu- 
lar, with the utmoft Caution and Refpeft, as any 
impartial Reader will obferve. 

The fecond Paragraph, which, it is faid, will be 
paken Notice of, as a Motive to find the Bill, is 
what the Author fays of Ireland, being a dependent 
Kingdom. He explains all the Dependency he 
knows of ; which is a Law made in Ireland^ 
whereby it is enafted, that whoever is King of Eng- 
land, Jhall be King of Ireland. Before this Expla- 
nation be condemned, and the Bill found upon it, 
it would be proper that fome Lawyers fliould fully 
inform the Jury, what other Law there is, either 
Statute or Common, for this Dependency, and if 
there be no Law, there is no Tranfgreffion. 

The fourth Thing, very maturely to be consi- 
dered by the Jury, is, what Influence their finding 
the Bill may have upon the Kingdom : The People 
m general find no Fault in the Drapiers laft Book, 
any more than in the three former ; and therefore, 
when they hear it is condemned by a Grand Jury 
of Dublin, they will conclude it is done in Favour 

of 



Digitized by Google 



\j6 Seafonable Advice to tb* Grand-Jury? 

of Wood's Coin ; they will think we of this Towri 
have changed our Minds, and intend to take thofe 
Halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain fot 
them to (land out : So that the Queltion comes to 
this : Which will be of the worft Confequence ; 
to let pafs one or two Exprefjions, at the worft on-^ 
ly unwary, in a Book written for the publick Ser- 
vice; or to leave a free open Paftage for Woo£% 
Brafs to over-run us, by which we ftiall be undone 
for ever ? 

The fifth Thing to be confidered, is, that the 
Members of the Grand Jury being Merchants, and 
principal Shop-keepers, can have rio fui table Temp^, 
tat ion offered them, as a Recompence for the Mif- 
£hief they will do, and fiiffer, by letting in this 
£oin ; nor can be at any Lofs, or Danger, by re- 
je&ing the Bill : They do not expedt any Employ-, 
ments in the State, to make up in their own private 
Advantage, by the Deftru&ion of their Country ; 
Whereas, thofe who go about ro adv'tfe, entice, ot 
threaten them to find that Bill, have great Employ- 
ments ; which they have a mind to keep, or to gee 
greater ; as it was likewife the Cafe of all thofe who 
flgned the Proclamation, to have the Author profe- 
cuted. And therefore, it is known, that his Grace 
the Lord Arch-bifhop of Dublin, to renowned for 
his Piety and Wifdom, and Love of his Country k 
abfolutely refufed to condemn the Book, or the 
Author. 

Lastly, It ought to he confidered what Confe- 
quence the finding the Bill, may have upon a poor 
Man, perfe&ly innocent ; I mean the Printer. A 
Lawyer may pick out Expreffions, and make them 
liable to Exception, where no other Man is able 

' 1 find 
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find any : But how can it be fuppofed, that an ig- 
norant Printer can be fuch a Critick ? He knew the 
Author s Defign was honeft, and approved by th* 
whole Kingdom : He advifed with Friends, who 
told him there was no Harm in the Book, and he 
could fee none himfelf. It was fent him in an un- 
known Hand ; but the fame in which he received 
the three former. He and his Wife have offered 
to take their Oaths, that they knew not the Author ; 
&nd therefore, to find a Bill that may bring a Punifh- 
ment upon the Innocent, will appear very bard, to 
fay no worfe. For, it will be impofTible to find the 
Author* unlefs he will pleafe to difcover himfelf; 
although I wonder he ever concealed his Name. 
But, I fuppofe, what he did at firft out of Modefty, 
he continues to do out of .Prudence. God proteft 

Us and Him. 

I will conclude all with a Fable, afcribcd to 
Demojthenes ; He had ferved the People of Athens 
with great Fidelity, in the Station of an Oratory 
when, upon a certain Occafion, apprehending to be 
delivered over to his Enemies, he told the Athc~ 
nidus, his Countrymen, the following Story : Once, 
upon a Time, the Wolves defired a League with th« 
Sheep, upon this Condition : That the Caufe of 
Strife might be taken away, which was the Shep- 
herds and Maftiffs ; This being grauted, the Wolves, 
without all Fear, made Havock of the Shop. 

November II, 
1724. 
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the Evening before the fry at, Copies of the preced- 
ing Paper were conveyed to every P erf on of the 
Grpnd-Jury ; who, moved by the Reafons con- 
tained in the faid Paper ^ would not find the Bill \ 
whereupon, the Chief Juflice Whitlhed diffolved 
the Jury in a Rage : After which, the following 
Extraff was publifbcd, and difperfed about the 
Town, to fhew the Illegality of the faid Whit- 
IhedV Proceeding. 

An Extra<9: of a Book, entituled, Jlti 
exatt Collection of the Debates of the 
Houfe of Commons^ held at Weft- 
minfteij OS:. 21, 1680. Pag. 150; 

RESOLUTIONS of the Houfe of Commons 
in England, Nov. the 13 th, 1680. 

Ever a l Perfons being examined about 




TV 


P 







Re joint ions. 

Resolved, That the Difcharging. 
of a Grand- Jury, by any Judge, before the End of 
the Term, Affizes, or Seffions, while Matters are 
under their Confideration, and not prefented, is ar- 
bitrary, illegal, deftru&ive to publick Juflice, a ma- 
nifeft Violation of his Oath, and is a Means to fub- 
vert the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
examine the Proceedings of the Judges in Weftmin- 
Jler-Hall; and report the fame, with their Opinion 
herein, to this Houfe* A 
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X ETTER 

To the Right Honourable the 

Lord Vifcount Molefwrth. 



They compaffed me about alfo with Words of De- 

ceit, and fought againll me without a Caufe. 
For my Love they are my Adverfaries; but I give 

my felf unto Prayer. 
And they have rewarded me Evil for Good, and 

Hatred for my Love. Pfal. cix. 3,4, 5. 
Seek not to be Judge, being not able to take away 

Iniquity ; left at any Time thou fear the Perfon 

of the Mighty, and lay a (tumbling Block in the 

Way of thy Uprightnefs. 
Offend not againft the Multitude of a City, and 

then thou (halt not caft thy felf down among the 

People. 

Bind not one Sin upon another, for in one thou 
(halt not be unpuniftied. Ecclus. vii. 6 % 7, 8. 

■ i . ■ 

Non jam prima peto Mneftbeus, neqtte sincere certo: 
QuanquamO! Sed fuperent, quibus hoc, Neptune, 
dedifiu 



Printed in the Year Mdccxxx iy. 
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Mr. Harding, 

A • * I ■ » • 

if £ isf 1 fent you my former papers, t 
cannot fay I intended you either Good 
or Hurt ; and yet you have happened 
through my Means to receive both. 
I pray God deliver you frdm any more 
of the Latter, and increafe the Former. Tour "trade, 
particularly in this Kingdom, is, of all others, the 
tnoji unfortunately circumflantiated-, for as you deal 
in the mofi wortblefs Kind of Trajb, the Penny 
Productions of penny lefs Scriblers; foyou often ven- 
ture your Liberty, and fometimes your Lives, for the 
Pur chafe of half a Crown ; and, by your own Igno- 
rance, are punijhed for other Mens Mi ions. 

I am afraid, you in particular, think you have 
Reafon to complain of me, for your own and your 
Wife s Confinement in Prifon, to your great Expence, 
as well as Hardjhip ; and for a Prof edition ftill im- 
pending. But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, how 
that Matter fiands. Since the Prcfs hath lain un- 
der fo flrifi an Infpeftion, thofe who have a mind 
to inform the World, are become fo cautious, as to 
keep themfelvcs, if pojjtble, out of the Way of Dan- 
ger. My Cuftom, therefore, is to diet cite to a Preft- 

* tie* 
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Hce who can write in a feigned Hand; and tibdi 
is written, we fend to your Houfe by a Black-guard 
Boy. But, at the fame Time, I do affurc you, upon 
* ny Reputation, that I never did fend you any thing* 
for which I thought you could pqffibly be called than 
Account. And yon will be my Wit fiefs, that I al- 
ways defer ed you, by a Letter, to take fome good Ad- 
vice before you ventured to print ; becdufe I kneul 
the Dexterity of Dealers in the Law, at finding out 
fomething to f aft en on, where no Evil is Meant. I 
am .told, indeed, that you did accordingly confult 
ftveral very able PerfonS ; and even fome, who af- 
terwards appeared againft you : to which I can on- 
ly anfwer ; that you muft either change your Advi* 
fers, or determine to print nothing that comes front d 
Drapier. 

/ defer e you will fend the inclofed Letter, dir effect 
Umy Lord Vtf count Molefworth, at bis Houfe at 
Brackdenftown, near S words : But I would have it 
fent printed, for the Convenience of his Lordjhips 
Reading ; becaufe this counterfeit Hand of my Pren* 
tice, is not very legible. And, if you think fit ti 
publijh it, I would have you firjl get it read ovc*, 
carefully by fome notable Lawyer: I am affurtd^ 
you will find enough of them who are Friends to the 
Drapier, and will do it without a Fee ; which, tank 
afraid, you can ill afford after all your Expences. 
Fori although I have taken fo much Care* that t 
think it impofeible to find a Tcpiek out of tbrfoHow*" 
ing Papers, for fending you again to Prifon; yet I 
will not venture to be your Guarantee. 

This enfuing Letter, contains only a port Account 
myfelf, and an bumble Apology jor my formed 

Vqi. IV* M Pmi 
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Pamphlets, especially the laft ; with little Mention 
of Mr. Wood, or bis Half-pence; becaufe J have 
already faid enough upon that Sabjetf, until Occa- 
Jion pall be given for new Fears ; and, in that Cafit 
j?cu may perhaps bear from me again. 

I am f 

- 

Tour Friend 

And Servant, 

M. B. 

* 

From my Shop in 

$t. Francis-Jlreet, 
Dee. 14, 1724. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

For want of Intercouife between you and mej 
which I never will fufFer, your People are apt to 
make very grofs Errors in the Prefs ; which I defire 
you will provide againft. 
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to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Vifcount Molefioorthj at his Hbufd 
at Brackdenfloiio??, near S<wordK 




My LORD, 

1*1 * 

Reflect too late on the Maxim 61 
common Obfervers,that thofe VvHii 
meddle in Matters out of tlielit 
Calling, will have Reafoh- to re-f 
pent; which is now verified Iri 
me : For, by engaging iri tnd 
Trade of a Writer, I have drawn upon my felt 
the Difpleafure of rhe Government, wgnified by 4 
Proclamation ; promifing a Reward of Three Huri* 
dred Pounds, to the At A faithful Subjeft who fliaft 
be able, arid inclined ro inform againft rtte. T^ 
tyhich I may add, the laudabh "Zeal *nd Indafir^ 
of my Lord Chief Juftice Whitjbtd, ift hU Endea'- 
V&urs to difcover fo dangerous a Perfotf. Theti* 
fore, whether I recent or rid, I have certainly Canute 
td do fo ; and the common Obfemtion ftill fhndi 



good. 
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It will fometimes happen, I know not how, iii 
the Courfe of hitman Affairs, that a Man ihatt be; 
made liable to legal Animadverfions, where he hath 
nothing to anfwer for, either to God or his Conn-* 
try, and condemned itWeftminJler-Hall, for what 
he will never be charged with at the Day of Judg- 
ment. 

After ftri&Iy examining my own Heart, and 
confulting fome Divines of great Reputation, I can- 
not accufe my felf of any t Malice, or Wickednefs 
againft the Publick ; of any Defigns to fow Sedi- 
tion ; of reflefi 'ing on the King and bis Mnifiers ; 
or of endeavouring to alienate the Affe&ions of the 
People of this Kingdom from tbofe ^England. All 
I can charge my felf with, is a weak Attempt to 
ferve a Nation in Danger of Deftru&ion, by a moft 
wicked and malicious Projeftor; without waiting 
until I were called to its Afliftance : Which At- 
tempt, however it may perhaps give me the Title 
of Pragmatical and Overweening, will never lie a 
Burthen upon my Confcience. God knows, whe- 
ther I may not, with all my Caution, have already 
run my felf into a lecond Danger, by offering thus 
much in my own Vindication. For I have heard 
of a Judge, who, upon the Criminal's Appeal to 
the dreadful Day of Judgment % told him, he had 
incurred zPremtmire, for appealing to a foreign Ju- 
rifdi&ion : And of another in Wales, who feverely 
checked the Prifonej; for offering the fame Plea ; 
taxing him with refle&ing on the Court by fuch *. 
Coinparifon ; becaufe Comparifons were odious. 

Burl 



t Articles mtutwrt i* th leSfimvh ml vide tU Procltz 
matiw. 9 
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But, in Order to make fome Excufe for being 
more fpeculative than others of my Goudition ; I 
deiire your Lordfliip's Pardon, while I am doing a 
very foolifti Thing; which is to giye you fome lit- 
tle Account of my felf. 

I was bred at a Free-School, where I acquired 
iome little Knowledge in the Latin tongue. I 
Cerved my Apprenriceftiip in London, and there fee 
up for my felf with good Succefs ; until by -the 
'JDeath of fome Ftiena*, and the Misfortunes of 
ethers, I returned into this Kingdom ; and began 
to employ my Thoughts in cultivating the WooUm- 
Manufacture through all its Branches; wherein I 
met with great Difcouragement, and powerful Op- 
pofers; wnofe Objeftions appeared to me very 
ilrange and fingular. They argued, that the Peo- 
ple of England would be offended, if our Manu- 
factures were brought to equal theirs: And even 
Tome of the Weaving-Tt&to were my Enemies; 
which I could not but look upon as ahfurd and un~ 
Statural, I remember your Lordftiip, at that Time t 
<lid me the Honour to come into my Shop, where 
I fhewed you a f Piece of black and white Stuff, 
juft fent from the Dyer ; which you were pleafed to 
approve of, and be my Cuftomer for it. 

However, I was fo mortified, that I refolved, 
for the future, to fit quietly in my Shop, and deal 
in common Goods, like the reft of my Brethren ; 
untill it happened fome Months ago, confidering 
with, my felf, that the lower and poorer Sort of Peo- 
ple 



t By this is meant, a -preceding Difcourfein Ibis Volume, enti- 

tUd> A Propo&l for Ac wr« fal V f$ ?f Jjnfi Maauf^urcs.' 
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t U wanted a plain, ftrong, coarfe Stuff, to defend 
them again ft roMEafterly Winds \ which then blew 
ktery fierce and blafting for a long ftme together ; I 
contrived oqe on purpofe, which fold Very well all 
over the Kingdom, and preferved many Thoufands 
From Jgues. I then rnade a t fecond and a third 
Kind of Stuffs for the Gentry, with the fame Su$- 
ctfs; infomuch, that an batr? hardly beeri 

heard of for forne Time. 

' This incited me fb far, that I ventured upon a 
I fourth Piece, made of the beft Irijh Wool I could 
get ; £nd I thought it grave and rich enough to be 
worn by the belt l$rd or Judge of the Land But, 
of late, fbme great Folks complain, as I hear, that 
When they had it on, tfyey felt a Shuddering in their 
JJfnbs, and have thrown it off in a Rage; curling 
to Hell the poor Draper , who invented it: So 
that J am determined, never to work for Pprfons of 
Quality again ; except for your Lordjbip and a very 
few more. 

I assure your Lordfliip, upon the Word of an 
honeft Citizen, that I am not richer, by the Value 
of one of Mr. Wood's Halfpence, with the Sale of 
all {he feveral Stuffs I have contrived: For, I give 
the whole Profit to the Dyers and Prefers. Andt 
therefore, I hppe you will pleafe to believe, that no 
Other Motive, befides the Love of rny Country, 
jpould engage me to bufy my Head and Hands, to 
the hois of my Time ; and the Gain pf nothing 
buf Ytxation and ;// Will 

I have now in Hand one Piece of Stuff to be 
■woven on purpofe for your Lordfliip ; although I 

might 

* Mudivg to the Drapicr'/ three firfi Letters. f Meaning 
i^fevrtb Letter 9 mgainfi wbkb ib* BtecimMtim wj i£*td. ♦ - • • 
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Wight be aftiamcd to offer it to you, after I have 
confeffed, that it will be made only from the * Shreds 
and Remnants of the Wool employed in the Former. 
However I (hall work it up as well as I can ; and 
at worft, you need only give it among your Te- 
nants. 

I am very fenfible how ill your Lordftiip is like 
to be entertained with the Pedantry of zDrapier; 
in the Terms of his own Trade. How will the 
Matter be mended, when you find me entring again, 
although very fparingly, into an Aflair of State? 
For fuch is now grown the Controverfy with Mr. 
Wood, if fome great Lawyers are to be credited 
And as it often happens at Play, that Men begin 
with Farthings, and go on to 'Gold* till fome of 
them iofe their Eftates and die in Jayl : So it may 
poffibly fall out in my Cafe, that by playing too long 
with Mr. Wood's Half-pence, I may be drawn in to 
pay zFine, double to the Reward for Betraying 
tnt ; be fent to Prifon, and not he delivered thenc* 
until I fhall haye payed the uttermoft Farthing. 

There are, My Lord, three Sort* of Perfons 
with whom I am refolved never to difpute : A 
Higb-way-man with a Piftol at my Breaft ; a 
Troop of Dragoons who come to plunder my Houfe ; 
and a Man of the Law who can make a Merit of 
accufing me. In each of thefe Cafes, which are 
ahnofi the fame, the beft Method is to keep out of 
the Way ; and the next Beft is to deliver your Mo- 
ney, fur render your Houfe ^ and confefs nothing. 

I am told, that the two Points in my lafl Let- 
ter, from which an Occafion of Offence hath been 



f Mtmingtbtfrtfimynir, 

taken 
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taken, ate where I mention His Majefty's Anfwer 
fo the Addrefs of the Houfe of Lords upon Mr. 
}pW* Patent ; and where I difcourfe upon Ire- 
land's being a Dependant Kingdom. As to the fbr- 
tner, I can only fay, that I have treated it with 
the utmoft Refpeft and Caution ; and I thought 
\t rjeceflary to fliew where Woods Patent differed 
in many effential Parts, from all others that ever 
Jiad been granted ; becaufe, the contrary had, for 
want of due Information, been fo ftrongly and fo 
largely aflerted. As to the other, of Ireland "s De- 
pendency ; I confefs to have often heard it mention- 
ed, but was never able to under (land what it meant. 
This gave me the Curiofity to enquire among feve- 
fal Eminent Lawyers, who profetfed they knew 
nothing of the Matter. I then turned over all 
the Statutes of both Kingdoms without the leaft 
Information, further than an Irijb Aft that I quo- 
fed of the j 3d of Henry VIIL uniting Ireland to 
JLngl&id under one King. I cannot fay, I was 
forry to be difappointed in my Search; becaufe it is 
certain, I could be contented to depend only upon 
God and my Prince, and the Laws of my own Coun- 
try, tfter the Manner of other Nations. But fince 
fny Betters are of a different Opinion, and defire 
further Dependencies, I fhall outwardly fubmic ; 
yet ftUl inhfting in my own Heart, upon the £x r 
option I made of M. R. Drapier : Indeed that 
Hint was borrowed from an idle Story I had heard 
in Engtond* which perhaps may be common and 
^eaten ; but: becaufe it infinuates neither Treafoq 
JJfor Sedition, I will juft barely relate it. 

Some Hundred Years ago, when the Peers were 
fo great tjiat the Common^ weje baked upon as lit- 
tle 
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Ac better than their Dependents ; a Bill was brought 
in for making fome new Additions to the Power 
and Privileges of the Peerage. After it was read, 
one Mr. Drue, a Member of the Houfe, flood up, 
and faid, he very much approved the Bill, and 
would give his Vote to have it pafs ; but however, 
for fome Reafons beft known to himfelf, he defi- 
red that a Claufe might be inferted for excepting the 
Family of the Drues. The Odnefs of the Propo- 
fition taught others to refled a little ; and the Bill 
was thrown out. 

Whether I were miftaken, or Went too 
far in examining the Dependency, muft be left to 
the impartial Judgment of the World, as well as 
to the Courts of Judicature ; although indeed not 
in fo effeftual and decifive a Manner. But to af- 
firm, as I hear fome "do, in order to countenance a 
fearful and fervile Spirit, that this Point did not be- 
long to my Sabje£f> is a Falfe and Foolifti Obje&ion. 
There were feveral fcandalous Reports induftriouf- 
ly fpread by Wood ?nd his Accomplices, to difcou- 
rage all Oppofition againft his infamous Projeft. 
They gave it out that we were prepared for a Re- 
hellion ; that we difputed the King's Prerogative ; 
and were fhaking off our Dependency, The firfl 
wentfo far, and obtained fo much Belief againft the 
moft vifible Demonftrations to the contrary, that a 
great Perfon of this Kingdom, now in England, 
fent over fuch an Account of it to his Friends, as 
would make any good Subje&both grieve and trem- 
ble. I thought it therefore neceflary to treat that 
Calumny as it deferved. Then I proved by an 
invincible Argument, that we could have no In- 
dention to difpute His Majeftys Prerogative ; be- 

caufo 
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caufe the Prerogative was not concerned in the 
Queftion ; the Civilians and Lawyers of all Na- 
tions agreeing, that Copper is not Money. And laft- 
ly, to clear us from tha Imputation of fhaking off 
our Dependency ; I fhewed wherein I thought, and 
fhall ever think, this Dependency confifted ; and ci- 
ted the Statute above-mentioned, made in Ireland ; 
by which it is enafted, that whoever is King of 
England, Jhall be King of Ireland ; and that the 
Two Kingdoms fhall be forever knit together un- 
der one King. This, as I conceived, did wholly 
acquit us of intending to break our Dependency ; 
t>ecaufe, it was altogether out of our Power : For 
furely no King of England will ever confenf to the 
Repeal of this Statute. 

But upon this Article I am charged with a hea- 
vier Accufation. It is faid I W*nt too far, 
when I declared, that if ever the Pretender fhould 
come to be fixed upon the Throne o/England (which 
God forbid) J would fo far venture to tranfgrefs 
this Statute, that 1 would lofe the laft Drop of my 
Blooti, before I would fabmit to him as Kim of 
Ireland. * 1 

This I hear on all Sides, is the ftrongeft and 
wejghneft Objefiion againft me ; and which hath 
given the moft Offence ; that I Ihould be fo bold 
to declare againft a direft Statute ; and that any 
Motiye, how ft ron gfoever, could make me rejeft 
a King whom England fhould receive. Now, if 
in defending myfelf from this Accufation, I fhould 
freely confefs, that I Went too far ; that the 
Expreffion was very indifcreer, although occafion- 
ed by my Zeal for His prefent Majefty, and His 
Pfoteftant Line, in the Houfe of Hanover ; that I 

fhall 



Digitized by Google 



.LETTER V. , , ? , 

fhalj be careful never to offend again in the like 
kind : And that I hope this free Acknowledge- 
ment and Sorrow for my Error, will be fome At- 
tonement, and a little foften the Hearts of my pow- 
erful Adverfaries : I fay, if I fhould offer fuch a 
Defence as this, I do not doubt, but fome People 
would wreft it to an ill Meaning, by a fpiteful 
Interpretation. And therefore, fince I cannot think 
pf any other Anfwer, which that Paragraph can 
admit, I will leave it to the Mercy of every candid 
Reader ; but ftill without recanting my own Opinion*' 
I will now venture to tell your Lordfhip a 
Secret, wherein I fear you are too deeply concern- 
ed. You M/ill therefore pleafe to know, that this 
Habit of Writing and Difcourfing, wherein I unr 
fortunately differ from almft the whole Kingdom, 
and am apt to grate the Ears of more than I could 
wifh ; was acquired during my Apprentice^ in 
London, and a long Refidence there after I had fet 
up for my felf. Upon my Return and Settlement 
here, I thought I had only changed one Country of 
Frtedpm for another. I had been long converfing 
with the Writings of your Lordftiip, Mr. Locke, 
Mr. Molineaax, Colonel Sidney, and other dangerous 
Authors, who talk of Liberty as a Blejfing, to 
yobi f b the whole Rqce of Mankind hath an Origin 
nal Title ; whereof nothing but unlawful Force can 
divefi them. I knew a good deal of the feveral 
Gothick Inflations in Europe ; and by what Inci- 
dent* and Eventjs they came to be deftroyed : And 
I ever thought it the ipoft uncontrolled and univer- 
sally agreed Maxim, that Freedom confifis in a Peo- 
ple being governed by Laws made with their own 
Conftnt ; and Slavery in the Contrary. I have been 

likewifc 
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Jikewife told, and believe it to be true; thatZfifr- 



nification in this kingdom ; and the very Lawyers 
pretend to underftand, and have diem often in their 
Mouths. Thefe were the Errors which have mif- 
fed me ; and to which alone I muft impute the fe- 
vere Treatment I have received. But I fhall in 
Time g row wifer, and learn to confider my Driver, 
the Road I am in, and with whom 1 am Yoked. 
This I will venture to fay ; that the boldeft and 
tno& obnoxious Words I ever delivered, would in 
England have only expofed me as a ftupid Fool, 
who went to prove that the Sun (hone in a clear 
Summers Day : And I have Witneffes ready to 
depofe, that your Lordftiip hath faid and writ fif- 
ty Times worfe ; and, what is ftill an Aggravation, 
with infinitely more Wit and Learning, and ftron- 
ger Argutftepts : So that as Politicks run, I do not 
know a Perfon of more exceptionable Principles 
than your felf : And if ever I fhall be difcovered, 
I think you will be bound in Honour to pay my 
Fine, and fupport me in Prifon ; or elfe I may 
chance to Inform againft you by Way of Repri* 
zal. 

In the mean time, I beg your Lordfl^ip to receive 
my Confeffion ; that if there be any fuch Thing as 
a Dependency of Ireland upon England, otherwife 
than as I hame explained it, either by the l»aw of 
<2*d, of Nature, of Reafon, of Nations, or of the 
Land (which I fhall die rarher than grant) then 
Tvas the Proclamation againft me, the moft Merci- 
ful that ever was put out ; and inftead of accufing 
me as Malicious, Wicked, and Seditious ; it might 
Jiave been dire&ly as guilty of High fnafon. 




Words of known Ufe and Sig- 
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All I defire is, that the Caufe of my Country a* 
gainft Mr. Wood may not fuffer by any Inadverten* 
cy of mine : Whether Ireland depend upon Eng- 
land, or only upon God, the King , and the Lwrn ; 
I hope no Man will aflert that it depends upon Mr. 
Wood. I fhould be heartily forry, that this Ccwi- 
mendable Refentment againft me fhould accidental- 
ly (and J hope, what was never intended) ftrike a 
Damp upon that Spirit in all Ranks and Corpora- 
tions of Men againft the defperate and ruinous 
Defign of Mr. Wood. Let my Countrymen blot 
out thofe Parts in my laft Letter which they diflike ; 
and let no Ruft remain on my Sword, to cure the 
Wounds I have given to our moft mortal Enemy. 
When Sir Charles Sidley was taking the Oaths, 
where feveral Things were to be Renounced', he 
faid, he loved Renouncing \ asked if any more were 
to be Renounced ; for he was ready to Renounce as 
much as they pleafed. Although I am not fo tho- 
rough a Renouncer ; yet let me have but Good City 
Security againft this peftilent Coinage, and I (hall 
be ready not only to Renounce every Syllable in all 
my Four Letters, but deliver them chearfully with 
my own Hands into thofe of the common Hang- 
man, to be burnt with no better Company than 
the Coiners Effigies ; if any Pan of it hath efcaped 
out of the Secular Hands of my faithful Friends the 
common People. 

But, whatever the Sentiments of fome People 
may be, I think it is agreed that many of thofe 
who Subfcribed againft me, are on the Side of * 
vaft Majority in the Kingdom, who oppofed Mr. 
Wood : And it was with great Satisfaction, that I 
obferved fome Right HonwraMc Names very ami- 



Digitized by Google 



' k74 DAaFieKY Letter^ 

cably joined with my own at the Bottorh of z jlrtng' 
Declaration * againft him, and his Coin. But if the* 
Admiflion of it among us be already determined % 
the worthy Perfon who is to betray me, ought in 
Prudence to do it 'with all convenient Speed ; be 
clfe it may be difficult to findThfee Hundred Pounds 
in Sterling for the Difthaxge of his Hire ; when 
the Publick fhall have loft Fiye Hundred Thou- 
fand i if there, be fo hroch in the JJation ; be fide J 
Four Fifths of its. Annual Income for ever. 

I am told by Lawyers; that in Quarrels between 
Man and Man, it is of much Weight which of 
them gave the firft Provocation, or ftruck the firft 
Blow. It is manifeft that Mr. Wood hath done both r 
And therefore I ftiould hurnbly propofe to have 
him firft Hanged* and bis Drofs thrown into the 
Sea : After which the Draper will be ready to 
ftand his TryaL It tnuft needs be that Offences 
come ; but Wo unto him by whom^ the Offence com<\ 
eth. If Mr. Wood had held his Hand ; every body 
elfe would have held their Tongues : And then, 
there would Have been little Need of Pamphlets, 
Juries, or Proclamations upon this Occafion. The 
Provocation muft Needs have been great, which 
could ftir up an obfeure, indolent t>rapier, to be- 
come an Author. One would almoit think, the ve- 
ry Stones in the Street would rife up in luch a 
Caufe : And I am not fure, they will not do fo t 
againft Mr. Wood, if ever he comes wirhin their 
Reach. It is a known Story of the Dumb Boy, 
whofe Tongue forced a Paffage for Speech by the 
Horror of feeing a Dagger at his Father s Throat. 
This may leffen the Wonder, that a Tradefman hid 
in Privacy and Silence ftiould cry out when the 
Life and being of his Political Mother are attempted 
Before his Face ; and by fo infamous a Hand. Bu*. 
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But iii the mean Time, Mr. Wood the Be* 
.firoyer of a Kingdom, walks about in Triumph 
(unlefs it be true, that he is in Jayl for Debt) 
while he who endeavoured to ajfert the Liberty of 
bis Country is forced to bide bis Head for occafi- 
onally dealing in a Matter of Controverfy. How- 
ever, I am not the firft who hath been condemn- 
ed to Death for gaining a great Vi&ory over a 
powerful Enemy, by difobeying for once the ftri& 
Orders of Military Difcipline. 

I am now refolved to follow (after the ufual 
Proceeding of Mankind, becaufe if is too late) the 
Advice given me by a certain Dean. * He (hewed 
the Miftake I was in, of trufting to the general 
good Will of the People ; that I had fucceeded 
hitherto, better than could be expe&cd ; but that 
fome unfortunate Circumftantial Lapfe, would pro- 
bably bring me within the Reach of Power : That 
my good Intentions Would be no Security againft 
thofe who watched every Motion of my Pen, in the 
Bit t erne fs of my Soul He produced anlnftance of 
a Perfon as innocent, as difinterefted, and as well 
meaning as my felf;,who had written a \ very feafo- 
nable and inoffenfive Treatife, exhorting the Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom to wear their own Manufac- 
tures ; for which, however, the Printer was profe- 
cuted with the utmoft Virulence ; the Jury fent 
back Nine Times ; and the Man given up to the 
Mercy of the Court. The Dean further obferved, 
That I was in a Manner left alone to ftand the Bat~ 
tie ; while others, who had Ten thoufand Time* 
better Talents than a Drapier, were fo prudent to 

* Vhe Author, it is fuppofed, means bimfelf. 
f < T%e Author means bimfelf again ; in the Difcottrft afoijing 
fa Petfh ^Ireland to wear their own MantifaffHrej. 

lis 
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lie ftill ; and perhaps thought. it no unpleafant A- 

tnufement to look on with Safety, while another 
was giving them Diverfion at the Hazard of his' 
Liberty and Fortune ; and thought they made a fu£» 
ficient Recompence by a little Applaufe : Where- 
upon he concluded with a ffiorc Story of a Jew at 
Madrid \ who being condemned to the Fire on 
Account of his Religion; a Crowd of School-boys' 
following him to the Stake, and apprehending they 
inight lofe their Sport, if he ftiould happen to re- 
cant ; would often clap him on the Back, and cry,' 
St a firme Moyefe (Mojes continue ftedfaft.) 

I allow this Gentleman's Advice to have been 
very good, and his Obfetvations juft ; and in one 
Refped my Condition is worfe than that of the 
Jew ; for no Recantation will fave me. However^ 
it ftiould feem by fome late Proceedings, rhat my 
State is. not altogether deplorable. This I can im- 
pute to nothing but theStedduief* of two impart iat 
Grand Juries ; which hath confirmed in me an 
Opinion I have long entertained ; That, as Philo- 
fophers fay, Virtue is feated in the Middle ; fo in 
another Senfe, the little Virtue left in the World is 
chiefly to be found among the middle Rank of Man- 
kind ; who are neither allured out of her Paths by 
Ambition* nor driven by Poverty. 

Since the Proclamation* occafioned by my laft 
Letter, and a due Preparation for proceeding againfB 
me in a Court of Juftice, there have been two prin* 
ted Papers clandestinely fpread about; whereof no 
Man is able to trace the Original, further than by 
Conjecture; which, with its ufual Charity, lays 
them to my Account. The former is entkuled, 

*■ - Sea z 
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Seasonable Advice, and appears to have beeh intend- 
ed for Information of the Grand- Jury ; upon the 
Suppofition of a Bill to be prepared againft that 
Letter. The other is an Extrad from a printed 
Book of Parliamentary Proceedings, in the Year 
i<58o ; containing an angry Refolurion of the Houfe 
of Commons in England, againft dijfohing Grand- 
Juries. As to the former, your Lordfliip will find 
it to be the Work of a more artful Hand, than that 
of a common Drapier. It hath been cenfured for 
endeavouring to influence the Minds of a Jury, 
which ought to be wholly free and unbyafled ; and 
for that Reafon, it is manifeft, that no Judge was 
ever known, either upon or off the Bench, either 
by himfelf, or his Dependents, to ufe the kaji In- 
fmuation, that might poflibly affcft the Paffions, or 
Interefts, of any one fingle Jury man, much lefs of 
a whole Jury ; whereof every Man muft be con*~ 
vinced, who will juft give himfelf the Trouble to 
dip into the common printed Tryal; fo as, it b 
amazing to think, what a Number of upright Judges 
there have been in both Kingdoms, for above Sixty 
Tears paft ; which, confidering how long they held 
their Offices during Pleafure, as they ftill do among 
us, I account next to a Miracle. 

As to the other Paper, I muft confefr it is a 
lharp Cenfure of an Englijh Houfe of Commons* 
againft dijfohing Grand-Juries, by any Judge be- 
fore the End of the Term, Affizes, or Seffions, 
while Matters are under their Confideration ; and 
not prefented as arbitrary, illegal, deftru&ive ro 
publick Juftice, a manifeft Violation of his Oath, 
and is a Means to lubvert the Fundamental Laws of 
the Kingdom, 

v VolIV, ^ Ho** 
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However, the Publilher feems to have beeiv 
ihiftaken in what he aimed at. Fot, whatever Do 
pendente there may be of Ireland upon England ; I 
hope he would not iniinuate, that the Proceeding* 
of a Lord Chief Jujtiee in Ireland, muft depend up- 
on a Refolutton ot an Englijb Houfe of Commons. 
Befides, that Refolutton although it were levelled 
againft a particular Lord Chief Juftice, Sir William 
Ser€ggs % yet the Occafion was dire&ly contrary. 
For, Scroggs dijfohed the Grand- Jury of London, 
for fear they Jbould prefent; but ours In Dublin 
was dijfohed, becaufe they would not prefent; 
which wonderfully alters the Cafe. Attd, there- 
fore, a fecond Grand-Jury fupplied that Defeft, by 
making a Prefentment that hath pleafed the whole 
Kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all 
Parries, that both the one and the other Jury be- 
haved themfelves in fuch a Manner, as ought to be 
remembered to their Honour, while there fhall be 
any Regard left among us, for Virtue or publick 
Sprit. 

I am confident, your Lordftiip will be of my 
Sentiments in one Thing; that fome ftiort plain 
authentick Traft might be publiftied, for the Infor- 
mation both of Petty and Grand Juries, how for 
•their Power reacheth, and where it is limited ; and 
that a printed Copy of fuch aTreatife might be de- 
pofited in every Court, to be confulted by the Jury- 
men, before they confider of their Verdift; by 
which, Abundance of Inconveniencies would be 
avoided; whereof innumerable Inftances might be 
produced from former Time*, becaufe I will fay no- 
thing of the prefent. . 

I HAYI 
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. I have read fomewhere of an Eaftern King^ 
Xfrho put a Judge to Death for an iniquitous Sen* 
tence ; and ordered his Hide to be fluffed into 4 
Cujbion* and placed upon the Tribunal for the Sort 
to fit on i who was preferred to his Father's Office^ 
I fancy, fueh a Memorial might not have been un7 
ufenil tea Son of Sir William Scroggs, and that botrl 
he *nd his Succeffors would often wriggle in theit 
Seats* a* long as the lafted : I wifh the Re-j 

later had told us what Number of fuch Cufbions 
there might be in that Country. 

I cannot but obferve to your Lordlhip, how nice 
and dangerous a- Point it is grown, for a private Pet-* 
fon to inform the People; f even in- ah Affair, where^ 
the pubHck Ihtereft and Safety are fo highly con- 
cerned v as that of Mr. and this in* a Coun- 
try, where Loyalty is woven into the viry Hearts of 
ike People, feems a little extraordinary. Sir WillianK 
iSetoggs v/zs the firft whe^ introduced that comment 
dable Acutenefs into the Courts of Judicature but 
how far this Pttftice hath been imitated by his- Suc- 
ceffors,: or firained upon Occafion % is out df my 
Knowledge. * WJien Parhphlets, uhpleafing to the 
Aiiniflry, were prefented as Libels, he frould brdet 
the offenflve Paragraphs to be read before him ; and 
faid, it was ftrange, that the Judges' and Lawyers of 
the Kingt-Bcncb (hould be duller than all the Peo* 
jple of England: And he was often lb Very happy in 
applying the initial Letters of Name!, and expound*; 
ing dubious Hints, (the two common Expedients 
among Writers of that Clafs,,for efcaping the Law 3^ 
{hat he difcovered much, more than ever the Au* 

1hor$. intended; as many of them, or their Printer*, 
bund to their Goft. J£ fuch Method; are to ( be 

N a * fo* i 
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followed in examining, what I have already writferii 
or may write hereafter, upon the Subject of Mr* 
Wood) I defy any Man of fifty Times myUnder- 
ftanding and Caution, to avoid being entrapped ; 
unlefs he will be content to write what none will 
read, by repeating over the old Arguments and Com* 
purarions ; whereof the World is already grown 
weary. So that my good Friend Har ding, lies un- 
der this Diletnma ; either to let my learned Works 
hang for ever a drying upon his Lines; or venture 
to publifh them at the Hazard of being laid by the 
Heels. 

I need not tell your Lordftup where the Difficul- 
ty lies : It is true, that the King and the Laws per- 
mit us to refufc this Coin of Mr. Wood ; but, at the 
fame Time, it is equally true, that the King and the 
Laws permit us to receive it. Now, k is barely 
pojjible, that the Minifters in England may not fup- 
pole the Confequences of uttering that Brafs among 
us, to be fo ruinous as we apprehend ; becaufe, per* 
haps, if they underftood it in that Light, they 
would, in common Humanity, ufe their Credit with 
his Majefty for faving a moji loyal Kingdom from 
Dejtru&ion. • But, as long as it lhall pleafe thofe 
great Perfons to think that Coin will not be fo very 
pernicious to us, we lie under the Difadvantage of 
being cenfured as obftinate 9 in not complying with 
a Royal Patent. Therefore, nothing remains, but 
to make Ufe of that Liberty, which the King and 
the Laws have left us; by continuing to refufe this 
Coin ; and by frequent Remembrances to keep up 
that Spirit raifed againft it ; which, otherwhe may 
he apt to flog, and perhaps in Time to fink atooge- 
then For* any publisk Order againft receiving or 

utter-. 
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.uttering Mr. Wood's Half-pence, is not reafonably to 
be expefted in this Kingdom, without Direftions 
from England '; which I think no body prefumes, 
or is fa fanguine to hope. 

But to confefs the Truth, my Lord, I begin to 
grow weary of my Office as a Writer ; and could 
heartily wilh it were devolved upon my Brethren, 
the Makers of Songs and Ballads •* who, perhaps, 
are the beft qualified at prefent, to gather up the 
Gleanings of this Controverfy, As to my felf, it 
hath been my Misfortune to begin, and purfue ic 
upon a wrong Foundation, for, having dete&ed 
the Frauds and Falflibods of this vile Impoftor Wood 
in every Part, I fooliftily difdained to have Recourfe 
to whining, lamenting, and crying for Mercy ; but 
rather chofe to appeal to Law and Liberty* and the 
common Rights of Mankind* without confidering 
the Climate I was in. 

Since your laft Refidence in Ireland* I frequent- 
ly have taken my Nag to ride about your Grounds ; 
where I fancied my felf to feel an Air of Freedom 
breathing round me ; and I am glad the low Con- 
dition of a Tradefinan, did not qualify me to wait on 
you at your Houfe ; for then, I am afraid, my Writ- 
ings would not have efcaped fever erCenfures. But 
I have lately Ibid my Nag, and honeftly told his 
greateft Fault, which was that of fnuffing up the 
Air about Brackdenfiown ; whereby he became fuch 
3 Lover of Liberty* that I could fcarce hold him in. 
I have likewife buried, at the Bottom of a. ftrong 
Cheft, your Lordfhip s Writings, under a Heap of 
others that treat of liberty ; and ipread over a Lay- 
er or two of Hobbs % Filmer, Boding* and many 
more Authors of that Sump, to be rcadieft at Hand, 

when-. 
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whenever I (hall be difpofed to take up a new Se§ 
bf Principles in Government. In the mean time, I 
defign quietly to look to my Shop, and keep as far 
6ui of your Lordfliip's Influence as pof^ble ; and if 
you ever fee any more of my Writings on this Sub^ 
jeft, I promife you (hall find them as innocent, as 
infipid, and without a Sting, as what I have now 
offered you. But, if your Lordftiip will pjeafe to 
give me an eafyLeafe of fome Part of yourEftate 
in Toykfbire, thither I will* carry my Cheft ; and 
turning it upfide down, relume my political Read- 
ing where I left it off; feed On plain homely Fare, 
and live and die a jree lioneft fjnglijh Farmer: 
But not without Regret, for leaving! my Country- 
men under the Dr£ad of the brazen Talons of Mr. 
Woody my moft loyal and innocent Country-men; 
io whom I owe fo much for their good Opinion of 
me, and my poor Endeavours to ferve them. I ml 
with the greateft Refpeft, 4 

My Lord> 

» 

Tour Lordjbip's 

a * 

Moft Obedient, 
Md moft Humble Servant, 
_ M.B. 

From my Shop in 
* Ot. brands- firett t 
Ike. 14, 1724. 

Adver- 

■ 
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THE former of tie two following 
Papers is dated Oft. 6th. 1714* 
by which it appears to be written a lit- 
tle after the Proclamation againjl the 
Author of the DrapierV fourth Letter. 
It is delivered with much Caution, be- 
caufe the Author confeffeth himfelf to 

be D — of St. P k s ; and I could 

dif cover his 'Same fubjcribed at the End 
of the Original \ although blotted out by 
fome other Hand. I can tell no other 
Reafon why it was not printed, than 
what I have heard, that the Writer 
finding how effectually the Drapier had 
fucceeded, and at the fame time how 
highly the People in Power jeemed to 
ie difpleafed, thought it more prudent 
to keep the Paper in his Cabinet. How^ 
ever, having received fome Encourage- 
ment to coltetl into One Volume all Pa- 
pers relating to Ireland, fuppofed to be 
< writtw 
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written by the Drapier ; and knowing 
how favourably that Author s Writings 
in this kind have been received by the 
Publick y to make the Volume more com* 
pleat, I have printed it as near as I 
could in the Order of Time 

The next Treatije is called An Ad-* 
drefs, <&c. It is without a Date ; but 
ferns to be written during the Jirfl Sef 
fan of Parliament in Lord Carteret's 
Government. The Title of this Addrfs 
is in th ufual Form^ by M. B. Drapier, 
There is but a fmall Part of it that rem 
lates to William Wood and his Coin : 
The rejt contains fever al Propofals for 
the Improvement ^Ireland ; the many 
&i/couragements it lyes under ; and 
what are the befi Remedies againji 
them* 

By many Paffages in fome of th 
Drapier' j former Letter s> but particu- 
larly in the following Addrefs, concern* 
ing the great Dram of Money from 
Ireland^ Abfentees, Importation of 
foreign (foods. Balance of Trade, and 

the 
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the like ; it appears that the Author 

had taken much Pains , and been well 
informed in the bufinefs of Computing ; 
all his Reafonings upon that SubjeB> 
although he does not here defcend to par- 
ticular Sums, agreeing generally with 
the Accounts given by others who have 
fince made that Enquiry their particu- 
lar Study. And it is obfervable, that 
in this Addrefsy as well as in one of 
his printed Letters^ he hath fpecifyed 
fever al important Articles , that have 
not been taken Notice of by others who 
came after him. 
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LORD 



TQ TH? 

CHANCELLO R 
Middleton, 




My Lord, 

Defire you will confider me as a 
Member who comes in at the latter 
End of a Debate \ or as. a Lawyer 
who fpeaks to a Caufe, when th« 
Matter hath been aim oft exhaufted 
by thole who fpoke before. 

I remember fome Months ago I was at your 
Houfe upon a Commilfion, where I am one of the 
Governors : But I went thither not fo much on 
Account of the Commiffion, as to ask you fome 
Queftions concerning Mr. Wood's Patent to coin 

Half 
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fWPpence far Ireland ; tthere you very freely told 
me, in a mixt Company, how much you had beet* 
always againft that witked Projeft : Which 
raifed in me an Efteem for you fo far, that I went 
in a few Days to make you a Vifit, after many 
Years Intermiffion. I am likewife told, that your 
Son wrote two Letters from London, (one of 
which I have feen) empowering thofe to 
whom they were dire&ed, to affure his Friends, 
that whereas there was a malicious Report fpread 
of his engaging himfelf to Mr. Walpole for Forty 
Thoufand Pounds of Wood's Coin, to be received 
in Ireland; the faid Report was falfc and ground* 
lefs ; and he had never difcpurfed with that Mi- 
nifter on the Subjed ; nor would ever give his 
Confent fo have one Farthing of the faid Coin 
current here. And although it be long fince I 
have given my felf the Trouble of converting with 
People of Titles or Station* ; yet I have been 
told by thofe who qui take up with fuch Amufe- 
ments, that there is not a cqnfiderable Perfon of 
the Kingdom, fcrupulous in any Sort to declare his 
Opinion. • But all thi> is needlefs 1 to alledge, when 
we cdhiider,' that the ruinous Cpnfequences of 
WooSi Patent, have • been fo ffrongly reprefented 
by both Hotifes of Parliament ; by the Privy Coun- 
cil ; the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Dublin ; 
by fo many Corporations ; and the Concurrence of 
the principal Gentlemen in moil Counties, at their 
Quarter-Seffions, without any Regard to Party, Re- 
ligion, or Nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the Currency of 
thefe Half-pence would, in the univerfal Opinion 

of 
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of our People, be utterly deftruAire to this King* 
dom ; and confequently, that it is every Man's Du- 
ty, not only to refufe this Coin himfelf, but as fat 
as in him lyes, to perfuade others to do the like * 
And whether this be done in private or in Print, 
is all a Cafe : As no Lay-man is forbid to write, 
or to difcourfe upon ReHgious or Moral Subjefts ; 
although he may not do it in a Pulpit (at leaft in 
our Church,) Neither is this an Affair of State, 
until Authority fhall think fit to declare it fo : 
Or if you fhould underfiand it in that Senfe ; yet 
you will pleafc to confider that I am not now a 
preaching. 

Therefore, I do think it my Duty, fince the 
Drapier will probably be no more heard of, fo far 
to fupply his Place, as not to incur his Fortune : 
For I have learnt from old Experience, that there 
are Times wherein a Man ought to be cautious as 
well as innocent. I therefore hope, that preferr- 
ing both thofe Charafters, I may be allowed^ by 
offering new Arguments, or enforcing old ones, 
to re&efh the Memory of my Felfow-Subje£h,and 
keep up that good Spirit ratfed among them ; to 
preferve themfelves from utter Ruin by lawful 
Means ; and fuch as are permitted by His Ma- 

I believe you will pleafe to allow me two Pro- 
positions: Firft, that we are a moft loyal People; 
and, Secondly, that we are a free People, in the 
common Acceptation of that Word applied to a Sub- 
jeft under a limited Monarch. I know very well, 
that you and 1 did many Years ago in Difcourfe 
differ much, in the Prefence of Lord Wharton, a- 
bout the Meaning of that Word Liberty \ with Re- 
lation 
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lation to Ireland. But if you will not allow u& 
to be a free People ; there is only another Appel- 
lation left ; which, I doubt, my Lord Chief Juftice 
JVbitJbed would call me to an Account for, if I 
ventured to beftow : For, I obferved, and I (hall 
never forget upon what Occafion, the Device up- 
on his Coach to be Libtrtas & natak Solum ; at 
the very Point of Time when he was fitting in 
lus Court, and perjuring himfelf to betray both. 

Now* as for our Loyalty, to His prefent Maje- 
lty ; if it hath ever been equalled in another Part 
of his Dominions ; I am fure it hath never been 
exceeded : And I am confident he hath not a Mi- 
nifter in England who could ever call it once in 
Queftion ; but chat fome hard Rumours at leaft have 
been tranfmitted from t'other Side the Water, I fup- 
pofe you will not doubt : And Rumours of the 
fe vereft Kind ; which many good People have im- 
puted to the indireft Proceeding of Mr. Wood and 
his Emiflaries ; as if he endeavoured it fliould be 
thought that our Loyalty depended upon the Teft 
of refufing or taking his Copper. Now, as I am 
fure you will admit us to be a byal People ; foyou 
will think it pardonable in us to hope for all proper 
Marks of Favour and Protection from fo gracious a 
King, that a loyal and free People can expert $ 
Among which, we all agree in reckoning this to 
be One ; That Wood's Half-pence may never have 
Entrance into this Kingdom. And this we fliall 
continue to wift?, when we dare no longer exprels 
our Wifties ; although there were no fuch Mortal 
as a Drapier in the World. 

I am heartilly forry, that any Writer ihouM, 
in a Caufc fo generally approved* give Occrfon 
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Co the Government and Council to charge liiirt wirli 
* Paragraphs 46 highly reflefting upon HisMajefty 
" and HisMinifters ; tending to alienate the At 
" feftionsof His good Subjefts in England and Ire- 
t* land from each other ; and to promote Sedition 
" among the People." • I muft confefs, that with 
many others, I thought he meant well ; although 
he might hare the. Failing of better Writers, to be 
not always fortunate in the Martrfef of expreffing 
timfelf. . f ^ 

However, fince the Drapier is but one Man; I 
(hall think I do a publick Service, by afferting that 
the refLof my Coantrytaen are wholly free from 
learning out of bit Pamphlets to refled on die King 
or His Minifters, to breed Sedition. 
.' I .s0le<mnIwY delcare/ that I never once heard 
the lead Reflection* caft upon the King, on the 
Subjed of Mr. Wood]%Gom : For in many Difcour^ 
fes on this Matter, I do not remember His Majefty s 
Name to be fo* muck as mentioned. < As to- the Mi- 
niftry til England, the only xwo Perfons hinted as 
were the Duke of Grafton, and Mr. Walpole: The 
former, as I have heard you and a Hundred others 
affirm, declared, that he , .never . (aw the Patent in 
favour of Mr. Wood, before it was pafled, although 
he were then Lord Lieutenant i And therefore \ 
liippofe every Body believes, that his Grace hath 
been wholly unconcerned in it fince: - . * ». 

Mr. Walpole was indeed fuppofed to be under- 
ftood by the Letter W. in feveral News-Papers; 



* Taken out cfthe DrapicrV qtb Letter, for which the Prin* 
let was frofecuted ; and a Proclamation fublijbed again ft the 
^littor, offering 300 1. Reward fer d&vertng him. fc . \ 

.wher* 
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Wiere it is faid; that fome Expreffions fell from hint 
not very favourable to the People of Ireland ; for 
the Truth of which, the Kingdom is riot to an- 
fwer, any more than for the Difcretion of tha 
Publifhers. You obferve, the Drapiar wholly clears 
Mr. Walpole of this Charge, by very ftrong Argu- 
ments ; and fpeaks of him with Civiliry. I cannot 
deny my felf to have been often prefent, where 
the Company gave their Opinion, that Mr. Walpoh 
favoured Mr. #Ws.Proje£t, which I always con- 
tradifted; and for my own Part, never once opened 
any Lips againil that Minifter, either in mixt or 
particular Meetings: And my Reafon for this Re- 
fervednefs was ; becaufe it pleafed him, in rha 
Jgueen s Time (I mean Queen Anne of ever blefled 
Memory) to make a Speech diredly againft me, by 
Name, in the Houfe of Commons, as I was told a 
very few Minutes after, in the Court of Requefts, 
hy nlore than fifty Members. 

But You, who are in a great Station here, (if 
any Thing here may be called Great) cannot be ig- 
norant, that whoever is underftood by publick 
Voice to be chief Minifter, will, among the gene- 
ral Talkers, fhare the Blame, whether juftly or no, 
of every Thing that is difliked ; which I could ea- 
fily make appear in many Inftances, from my own 
Knowledge, while J was in the World ; and parti- 
cularly in the Cafe of the * greateft, the wifeft, and 
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Halfpence; I dare boldly affirm, it was entirely 
owing to Mr. Wood. Many Perfons of Credit, come 
from England, have affirmed to me, and others, 
that they have feen Letters under his Hand, full of 
Arrogance and Infolence towards Ireland \ and 
boafting of his Favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is 
highly probable : Becaufe he reafonably thought it 
for his Intereft to fpread fuch a Report ; and be- 
Caufe k is the known Talent of low and little Spi- 
rits, to have a great Man s Name perpetually in their 
Mouths. , 

Thus I have fufficiently juftified the People of 
Ireland, from learning any bad Leflbns out of the 
Drapiers Pamphlets, with regard to his Majefty and 
his Minifters : And, therefore, if thofe Papers were 
intended to fow Sedition among us, God be thank- 
ed, the Seeds 'have fallen upon a very improper 
Soil. 

As to alienating the Affe&ions of the People of 
England and Ireland from each other ; I believe, 
the Drapter, whatever his Intentions were, hath 
. left that Matter juft as he found it. 

I have lived long in both Kingdoms, as well in 
Country as in Town ; and therefore, take my felf 
to be as well informed as moft Men, in the Difpo- 
fitions of each People towards the other- By rhe 
People, I underftand here, only the Bulk of the 
common People ; and I defire no Lawyer may diftorc 
or extend ray Meaniug. 

There is a Vein of Induftry and Parfimony, runs 
through the whole People of England; which, 
added to the Eafinefs of their Rents, makes them 
*»ch fturdy. As to Ireland, they know little 

mor^ Than they do of Mm&\ farther than that it 
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is a Country fubjeft ro the King of England, full of 
Boggs, inhabited by wild hip Papifts; who are 
kept in Awe by mercenary Troops fent from thence : 
And their general Opinion is, that it were better 
for England if this whole Ifland were funk into the 
Sea : For, they have a Tradition, that every Forty 
Years there muft be a Rebellion in Irelaud. I have 
leen the qroffeft Suppofitions pais upon them ; that 
the wild Irijb were taken inToyls; but that, in 
fome Time, they would grow fo tame, as to eat out 
of your Hands : I ha«e been asked by Hundreds, 
and particularly by my Neighbours, your Tenants, 
at Pepper-bara ; whether I had come from Ireland 
by Sea : And, upon the Arrival of an hip-man to 
a Country Town, I have known Crouds coming 
about him, and wondering to fee him look fo much 
better than themfelves. 

A Gentleman now in Dublin, affirms, that 
pafling fome Months ago through Northampton, 
and finding the whole Town in a Lurry, with 
Bells, Bonfires, and Illuminations; upon asking the 
Caufe, was told, it was for Joy, that the Irijb had 
fubmitted to receive Wood's Half-pence. This, I 
think, plainly ftiews what Sentiments that large 
Town hath of us ; and how little they made it 
their own Cafe ; although they lie dire&ly in our 
Way to London-, and therefore, cannot but be fre- 
quently convinced that we have human Shapes. 

As to the People of this Kingdom, they confift 
either of hip Papifts \ who are as inconfiderable, 
in Point of Power, as the Women and Children ; or 
of Engtip f rot eft ants, who love their Brethren of 
that Kingdom ; although they may poffibly fome- 
times complain, when they think they are hardly 
{Vol. IV, O uied • 
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ufed : However, I confefs, I do not f*e any greai 
Confcquence, how their perfonal Affe&ions ftand 
to each other, while the Sea divides them ; and 
while they continue in their Loyalty to the fame 
Prince. And yet, I will appeal to you ; whether 
thofe from England have Reafon ro complain, when 
they come hither in Purfuit of their Fortunes? Or, 
whether the People of Ireland have Reafon to boaft, 
when they go to England on the fameDefign ? 

My fecond Propofition was, that we or Ireland 
arc a free People : This, I fuppofe, you will allow ; 
at leaft, with certain Limitations remaining in your 
own Breaft. However, I am fure it is not crimi- 
nal to affirm ; becaufe the Words Liberty and Pro- 
perty, as applied to the Subjed, are often mentioned 
in both Houles of Parliament, as well as in yours, 
and other Courts below ; from whence it muft fol- 
low, that the People of Ireland do, or ought to en- 
joy all the Benefits of the common and Statute 
Law ; fuch as to be tried by Juries, to pay no Mo- 
ney without their own Confent, as reprefented in 
Parliament ; and the like. If this be fo, and if it be 
univerfally agreed, that a free People cannot, by 
Law, be compelled to take any Money in Payment, 
except Gold and Silver; I do not fee why any Man 
Ihould be hindered from cautioning his Countrymen 
againfl this Coin of William Wood; who is endea- 
vouring by Fraud ro rob us of that Property, which 
the Laws have fecured. If I am miftaken, and that 
this Copper can be obtruded on us ; I would put 
the Draper % Cafe in another Light, by fuppofing, 
that a Perfon going into his Shop, fhould agree for 
Thirty Shillings Worth of Goods, and force tha 
Seller to take his Payment in a Parcel of Copper- 
Pieces 
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Pieces, intrinfically not worth above a Crown : I 
defire to know, whether the Brapicr would not be 
a&ually robbed of Five and Twenty Shillings, and 
how far he could be (aid to be Matter of his Pro- 
perty ? iThe fame Queftion may be applied to Rent* 
and Debts, on Bond or Mortgage, and to all Kin9 
of Commerce wharfoever. 

Give me Leave to do what the* Drapier hath donfc 
iriore than once before rrie ; which is, to relate thfc 
naked Faft, as it ftands in the View of the World. 

One William Wood, Efq; and Hard-ware-manj 
bbtains, by Fraud, a Patent in England, td coin 
108000/. in Copper, to pafs in Ireland ; leaving us 
Liberty tb take, or to refufe. The People here, iri 
all Sorts of Bodies arid Reprefentatives, do openly 
and heartily declare, that they will not accept thft 
Coin : To juftify thefe Declarations, they gerfe*rally, 
offer two ReafohS ; firft, becaufe by the Words bT 
the Patent, they are left to their own Choice : Arid 
fecondly, becaufe they are not obliged by Law : $d 
that here you' fee there Is, Bclhm atque Virtifti; 
a Kingdom oh one Side, arid WtlliUm Wood on the 
Other. And if Mr. Wood gets the Vidory, it the* 
Expence of Ireland's Ruin, and the Profit of dhe 
Or two Hundred Thoufattd Pbuhds (I mean by con- 
tinuing, and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 
himfelf ; I doubt, both prefent and future Ages will; 
at leaft, think it a very fingular Scheme. 

If this Fad be truely ftated ; I rriuft Conffcfi, I 

00k upon it as rny Duty, fo (it as God hath enabled, 
me, and as long as I keep within the Bounds 4 of 
■JYuth, of Duty, and of Decency, to warn my Fel- 
low-Subjefts, as they value their King, their Coun- 
try, and all that ought or can be dear to them; 

w \ nete$ 
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never to admit this pernicious Com; no not ib 
much is one fingle Half-penny. For, if one fingle 
Thief forces the Door, it is in vain to talk of 
keeping out the whole Crew behind 

And, while I fhall be thus employed, I will ne> ' 
ver give my Telf Leave to fuppofe, that what I (ay 
can either offend my * Lord Lieutenant-, whofe 
Peifon and great Qualities I have always highly re- 
fpefted; (as I am lure his Excellency will be my 
Witnefs) or the Minifters in England, with whom 
I have nothing to do, or they with me ; much lefs 
>he Privy-Council here ; who, as I am informed, did 
fend an Addrefs to his Majefty againft Mr. Wood's 
'Coin ; which, if it be a Miftake, I defire I may 
not be acculed for a Spreads of falfe News: But, 
I confefs, I am To great a Stranger to Affairs, that 
for any Thing I know, the whole Body of the 
Council may fince have been changed: And, al- 
though I obferved fome of the very fame Names 
in a late Declaration againft that Coin, which I faw 
fubfcribed to the Proclamation againft the Draper \ 
^et poffibly they may be different Perfons ; for they 
are utterly unknown to me, and are like to continue 
To. 

In this Controverfy, where the Reafoners on 
each Side are divided by St. GdW£<?VChanneJ, his 
Majefty s Prerogative, perhaps, would not have 
"been mentioned ; if Mr. Wood, and his Advocates, 
4iad not made it neceffary, by giving out, that the 
Currency of his Coin ftiould be enforced by a Pro- 
clamation. The Traders and common People of the 

King- 

id ' ' ' 

* Ltd Carteret, 
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Kingdom, were heartily willing to refufe tkis Coin ; 
but the Fear of a Proclamation brought along with 
it moft dreadful Apprehenfions. It was therefore, 
abfolutely nece&ry for the Drafter, to remove 
this Difficulty ; and accordingly, in one of his for^ 
mer Pamphlets, he hath produced invincible Argu- 
ments, (wherever he picked them up,) that the 
King s Prerogative was not at all concerne'd in the 
Matter; fince the Law had fufficiently provided 
ugainft any Coin to be impofed upon the Subjeft, 
except Gold and Silver ; and that Copper is not Mc- 
ney, but as it hath been properly called, Numm<h 
rum Famulus. 

The three former Letters from the Drapier, ha* 
ving not received any publick Cenfure, I look upon 
them to be without Exception ; and that the good 
People of the Kingdom ought to read them often, in 
order to keep up that Spirit raifed again ft this deftruc- 
tive Coin of Mr. Wood: As for this laft Letter, a- 
gainft which a Proclamation is iffued ; I ftiall only fay, 
that I could wifh it were ftripped of all that can be 
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think 
it below me to undertake, if my Abilities were 
equal; but t>eing naturally fomewbat flow of Corrj- 
preheniion; no Lawyer, and apt to believe the beft 
of thofe who profefs good Defigns, without any 
vifible Motive either of Profit or Honour ; I might 
pore for ever, without diftinguifhing the Cockle 
from the Corn. 

That which, I am told, gives greateft Offence 
in this lalt Letter, is where rhe Drapier affirms ; 
that if a Rebellion fliould prove fo fuccefsful, as to 
fix the Pretender on the Throne of England, he 
would venture to far to tranfgrefs the Irtjb Statute, 

(which. 
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(yvhich unites Ireland to England under one King) 
* as to lofe every Drop of his Blood, to hinder hin(\ 
from being King of Ireland. 

I shall not prefume to vindicate any Man, who 
openly declares he would tranfgrefs a Statute ; and 
* Statute of fuch Import ance : But, with the moft 
Jiumble Submiffion, andDefire of Pardon for a very 
innocent Miftake, I Ihould be apt to think that the 
joyal Intention of the Writer, might be at leaft 
fome fmall Extenuation of his Crime. For, in thi$ 
i confeis my felf to think with the Drapier. s * 

1 have not hitherto been told of any other 
Objeftions againft that Pamphlet ; but, I fuppofe, 
fhey will all appear at the Profecution of the Dra- 
fter. And, I think, whoever in his own Con- 
fcience believes the faid Pamphlet to be wicked and 
malicious % feditious and fcandalous, highly reflect- 
ing upon his Majefiy and his Minifters, &c. would 
do well to diicover the Author, (as little a Friend 
as I am to the Trade of Informers) although the 
Reward of 3 00 /. had not been tacked to the Dif- 
covery, I own, it would be a gteat Satisfa&ion to 
me, to hear the Arguments not only of Judges, but 
pf Lawyers, upon this Cafe. Becaufe, you cannot 
but kpow, there often happens Occafions, where- 
in it would be very convenient, that {he Bulk pf the 
People fliould be informed l>ow they ou.ght to con- 
duft themfelves; and therefore, it hath been the 
Wifdom of the Englijh Parliaments, to be very re- 
ferved in limiting the Prefs. When a Bill is de- 
bating in either Houfe of Parliament there, nothing 
is more ufual, than to have the Controverfy handled 
by Pamphlets on both Sides ; without the leaft An\- 
^ijadverfion uppn the Authors. 

So, 

• • • 
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So here, in rhe Cafe of Mr. Wood&nd his Coin; 
lince rhe two Houfes gave their Opinion by Ad- 
dreffes, how dangerous the Currency of that Cop- 
per would be to Ireland ; it was, without all Quef- 
rion, both lawful and convenient, that the Bulk of 
the People ftiould be let more particularly into the 
Nature of the Danger they were in; and of the 
Remedies that were in their own Power, if they 
would have the Senfe to apply them ; and this can- 
not be more conveniently done, than by particular 
Perfons, to whom God hath given Zeal and Under- 
standing fufficient for fuch an Undertaking. Thus 
it happened in the Cafe of that deftru&ive Proje& 
for a Bank in Ireland, which was brought into Par- 
liament a few Years ago ; and it was allowed, that 
rhe Arguments and Writings of fome without Doors, 
contributed very much to rejeft it. 

Now, I fliould be heartily glad if fome able 
Lawyers would prefcribe the Limits, how far a pri- 
vate Man may venture in delivering his Thoughts 
upon publick Matters : Becaufe a true Lover or his 
Country, may think it hard to be a quiet Standee 
by, and an indolent Looker on, while a publick 
Error prevails ; by which a whole Nation may be 
ruined. Every Man who enjoys Property, hath 
fome Share in the Publick ; and therefore, the Care 
of the Publick is, in fome Degree, every fuch 
Man's Concern* 

To come to Particulars, I coidd wifh to know, 
whether it be utterly unlawful in any Writer fo 
much as to mention the Prerogative ; at leaft fo far 
as to bring it into doubt, upon any Point whatfo- 
ever : I know it is often debated in Wejlminfter- 
Jialfl and Sir JLdward Coke+ as well as other emi- 
nent 
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nent Lawyers, do frequently handle that Subject ini 
their Books ? 

Secondly, How far the Prerogative extends to 
force Coin upon the Subject, which is not Sterlings 
fuch as Lead, Brafs, Copper, mixt Metal, Shells, 
Leather, or any other Material; and fix upon k 
whatever Denomination the Crown (hall think fit ? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by 
that Phrafe of a depending Kingdom, as applied to 
Ireland; and wherein that Dependency confifteth ? 

Lastly, In what Points relating to Liberty and 
Property, the People of Ireland differ, or at leaft 
ought to differ, from thofe of England? 

If thefe Particulars were made io clear, that none 
could miftake them, it would be of infinite Eafe 
and Ufe to the Kingdom ; and either prevent or 6- 
lence all Difcontents. 

My Lord Sommers, the greateft Man I ever 
knew of your Robe ; and whofe Thoughts of Ire- 
land differed as far as Heaven and Earth, from thole 
of fome others among his Brethren here ; lamented 
to me, that the Prerogative of the Crown, or the 
Privilege* of Parliament, fhould ever be liable to 
Difpute, in any fingle Branch of either ; by which 
Means, hefaid, the Publick often fuffered great In- 
conveniences ; whereof he gave me feveral Inftan- 
ces. I produce the Authority of fo eminent aPer- 
fon, to juftify my Defires, that fome high Pobts 
might be cleared. 

For want of fuch known Afcertainment, how 
far a Writer may proceed in exprefling his good 
Wifties for his Country ; a Perfon of the moft in- 
nocent Intentions, may poffibly, by the Oratory 
aid Comments of Lawvers, be charged with many 

Crimes, 



Digitized by 



LETTER VI. 



20 r 



Crimes, which from his very Soul he abhors ; and 
confequently may be ruined in his Fortunes, and 
left to rot among Thieves in fome ftinking Jayl ; 
meerly for miftaking the Purliews of the Law. I 
have known, in my Life-time, a Printer profecuted 
and convi&ed, for publifhing a * Pamphlet ; where 
the Author s Intentions, I am confident, were as 
good and innocent, as thofe of a Martyr at his laft 
Prayers. I did very lately, as I thought it my Du- 
ty, preach to the People under my Infpeftion, up- 
on the Subjeft of Mr. Wood's Coin ; and although I 
never heard that my Sermon gave the leaft Offence, 
as I am fure none was intended ; yet, if it were now 
printed and publifhed, I cannot fay, I would enfure 
it from the Hands of the common Hang-man ; or 
my own Perfon from thofe of a Meffenger. 

I have heard the late Chief Juftice Hob affirm, 
that in all criminal Cafes, the moil favourable In- 
terpretation fhould be put upon Words, that they 
can poflibly bear. You meet the fame Pofition at 
ferted in many Tryals, for the greateft Crimes; 
though often very ill prafticed, by the perpetual 
Corruption of Judges. And I remember, at a 
Tryal in Kent* where Sir George Rook was indided 
for calling a Gentleman Knave and Villain; the 
Lawyer for the Defendant brought off his Client, by 
alledging, that the Words were not injurious ; for, 
Knave in the old and true Signification, imported 
only a Servant ; and Villain in Latin* is Villicus ; 

which 
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which is no more than a Man employed in Coun- 
try Labour ; or rather a Baily. 

If Sir John Holt's Opinion were a Standard 
Maxim for all Times and Circumftances, any Wri- 
ter, with a very fmall Meafure of Difcretion, might 
eafily be fafe ; but, I doubt, in Pra&jce it hath been 
frequently controuled, at leaft before his Time ; 
for I rake it to be an old Rule in Law. 

I have read, or heard, aPaOage of Signior Lati^ 
an Italian \ who being in London, hufying himfelfc 
with writing the Hiftory of England* told King 
Charles the Second, that he endeavoured as much 
as he could to avoid giving Offence, but found it a 
Thing impoffible ; although he ftiould have been 
as wife as Solomon: The King anfwered, that if this 
were the Cafe, he had better employ his Time in 
writing Proverbs as Salomon did : But Lati lay under 
no publick Necelfity of writing ; neither would 
England have been one Half-penny the better, or 
the worfe, whether he writ or no. 

This I mention, becaufe I know it will readily 
be obje&ed ; what have private Men to do with 
the Publick ? What Call had a Draper to turn Po- 
litician, to meddle in Matters of State ? Would not 
his^time have been better employed in looking to 
his Shop; or his en in writing Prpverbs, Elegies, 
Ballads, Garlands, and Wonders? He Would then 
have been out of all Danger of Proclamations, and 
Profecutions Have we not able ^agiftrates and 
Counfellors, hourly watching oyer tfee Pyblick- 
Wtal ? All this may be true : And yet, when the 
Addroffes from both Houfes of Parliament, againft 
Mr. Wood's Half-pence, failed of Succefs ; if fome 
Pen had not been employed, to inform the People 

bow 
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how far they might legally proceed, in refufing that 
Coin, to (feted the Fraud, the Artifice, and Info- 
lence of the Coiner; and to lay open the mof^ 
ruinous Confequences to the whole Kingdom; 
which would inevitably follow from the Currency 
of the faid Coin ; I might appeal to many Hundred 
Thoufand People, Whether any one of then} 
would ever have had the Courage or Sagacity to re- 
fiufe it. 

I* this Copper fhould begin to make its Way 
among the common, ignorant People, we are ine- 
vitably undone ; it is they who give us the greateft 
Apprehenfton, being eafily (righted, and greedy to 
fwallow Mifinformations : For, if every Man were 
wife enough to underftand his own Intereft, which 
is every Man's principal Study, there would be np 
need of Pamphlets upon this Occafion. But, as 
Things ftand, I have thought it aMbjutely neceff- 
fery, Itoni my Duty tp God, my King, and my 
Country, to inform the People, that the Proclama- 
tion lately iffued againft the Drapier, doth not in 
the leaft affed the Cafe of Mr. Wood and his Coin ; 
but only refers to certain Paragraphs in the Drapiers 
laft Pamphlet, (not immediately relating to his Sub- 
je£t, nor at all to the Merits of the Caufe,) which 
the Government was pleafed to diflike ; (b that any 
Man has the fame Liberty to rejeft, to write, and 
to declare againft this Coin, which he had before : 
Neither is any Man obliged to believe, that thofe 
honourable Perfons (whereof you are the lirft) 
who figned that memorable Proclamation againft 
the Drapier, have at all changed their Opinions, 
with regard to Mr. Wood or his Coin. 

There- 
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Therefore concluding my felf to be thus Eu* 
upon a fafe and fure Foot ; I ihall continue, up- 
on any proper Qccafion, as Goer enables me, to 
revive and preferve that Spirit raifed in the Nation, 
(whether the real Author were a real Draper or no 
is little to the Purpofe) againft this horrid Defigri 
of Mr. Wood; at the fame Time carefully watching 
every Stroke of my Pen, and venturing only to ia- 
I cur the publick Cenfure of the World as a Writer - 
not of my Lord Chief Juftice Whltjbed, as a Cri- 
minal. Whenever an Order fhall come out by Au- 
thority, forbidding all Men upon the higheft Pe- 
nalties, to offer any thing in Writing or Difcourfe 
againft Mr. Wood's Half-pence ; I fhall certainly 
fubmit. However, if that fhould happen, I am de- 
termined to be fomewhat more than the laft Man 
in the Kingdom to receive them ; becaufe I will 
never receive them at all : For although I know 
how to be filent ; I have not yet learned to pay 
aftive Obedience againft my Confcience, and the 
publick Safety. 

I desire to put a Cafe, which I think the 

rapier, in fome of his Books, hath put before 
me ; although not fo fully as it requires. 

You know the Copper Half-pence in England 
are coined by the Publick ; aad every Piece worth 
pretty tolerably near the Value of the Copper. 
Now fuppofe, that, inftead of the publick Cain- 
age, a Patent had been granted to fome private, ob- 
fcure Perfon, for coining a proportionable Quan- 
tity of Copper in that Kingdom, to what Mr. Wood 
is preparing in This ; and all of it at leaft five 
Times below the intrinfick Value : The current 
Money of England \s reckoned to be Twenty Mil- 
lions ; 
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lions; and ours under * Five Hundred Thoufand 
Pounds : By this Computation, as Mr. Wood hath 
Power to give us 108000 Pound ; fo the Patentee 
in England* by the fame Proportion, might circu- 
late Four Millions Three Hundred and Twenty 
Thoufand Pounds ; befides as much more by Stealth 
and Counterfeits : I defire to know from you, 
whether the Parliament might not have addrefled 
upon fuch an Occafion ; what Succ efs they pro- 
bably would have had ; and how many Drapiers 
would have rifen to pefter the World with Pam- 
phlets : Yet that Kingdom would not be fo great a 
Sufferer as Ours in the like Cafe ; becaufe their 
Cafti would not be conveyed into foreign Countries, 
but lye hid in the Chefts of cautious, thrifty Men, 
until better Times. Then I defire, for the Satisfac- 
tion of the Publick, that you will pleafe to inform 
me why this Country is treated in fo v^ry different 
a Manner, in a Point of fuch high Importance; 
whether it be on Account of Poinings Aft ; of 
Subordination ; Dependence ; or any other Term 
of Art ; which I fhall not conteft, but am too dull 
to underftand. 

I am very fenlible, that the good or ill Sue- 
cefs of Mr. JVbod 9 will affeft you lefs than any Per- 
fon of Confequence in the Kingdom ; becaufe I 
hear you are fo prudeut as to make all your Pur- 
chafes in England ; and truly fo would I, if I had 
Money, although I were to pay a Hundred Year* 
Purchafe ; becaufe I fliould be glad to pofTeis a Free- 
hold that could not be taken from me by any Law 

■ 
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to which I did not give my own Confent ; ancf 
where I Ihould never be in Danger of receiving- 
my Rents in mixt Copper, at the Lofs of Sixteen 
Shillings in the Pound. You can live in Eafe and 
Plenty at Pepper-bard, iri Stirref ; and therefore I 
thought it extremely generous and publick-fpirited 
in you to be of the Kingdom's" Side in this Difpurd, 
bylhewing, without Referve, your Difapptobatioh 
of Mr. Wobd's Defign ; at leaft if you have beeri 
fj frank toothers as ydu were to me ; which indeed 
I could not but wonder at, confidering how much ■ 
we differ in other Points ; and therefore I could 
get but few Believers, when I attempted to juftify 
you in -this Article ffom your own Words. 

I wfcuLi) humbly offer another Thougtft, which 
I do riot remember to have fallen Under the Ifra- 
focrs Obfervation. If rhefe Half-pence fhould 
once gain Admittance ; it is agreed, that in ho long 
Space of Time, what by the clandeffine Pra&ices 
of the Coiner, what by his c5wn Counterfeits, and 
thofe of others, either from Abroad or at Home ;' 
his limited Quantity would be' trebled Upon us, un- 
til there would not be a Grain of Gold or Silver 
vifible in the Nation. This, in my Opinion Would 
lay a heavy Charge upon the Crown, by creating a 
Neceffity of transmitting Money from England to 
pay the Salaries at leaft of the principal Civil Offi- 
cers i For I do not conceive how a Judge (for Iti- 
flancej could fupport his Dignity with a thoufimd 
Pounds a Year in Wood's Coin ; which would not 
inrrinlkally be worth near Two Hundred. To ar- 
gue that thefe Half-pence, if no other Coin wera 
current, would anfwer the general Ends of Com- 
merce among our felves, is a great Miftake ; and 
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the Drapier hath made that Matter too clear to ad- 
mit an Anfwer ; by (hewing us what every Owner 
of Land muft be forced to do with the Pro duds of 
it infuch aDiftrefs. You may read his Remarks at 
large in his fecond or third Letter to which I re- 
fer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot butobferve, that 
for ieveral Months paft, there have more Papers 
been written in this Town, fuch as they are, all 
upon the bed publick Principle, the Love of our 
Country, than, perhaps, hath been known in any 
©their Nation, and in fo fhorta Time : I fpeak in 
general, from the Drapier down to the Maker of 
Ballads ; and all without any Regard to the com- 
mon Motives of Writers; which are Profit, Fa- 
vour, and Reputation. As to Profit, I am aflured 
by Perfons of Credit, that the beft Ballad upon Mr. 
Wood will not yield above a Groat to the Author; 
and the unfortunate Adventurer Harding, declares 
he never made the Drapier any Prefent, except one 
Pair of Sciffars. As to Favour, whoever thinks to 
make his Court by oppofing Mr. Wood is not very 
deep in Politicks. And as to Reputation, certain- 
ly nd Man of Worth and Learning, would em- 
ploy his Pen upon fo tranfitory a Subjeft, and in 
lb obfcure a Corner of the World, to diftinguifti 
hinuelf as an Author. So that I look upon my 
felf, the Drapiet, and my numerous Brethren, to 
be all true Patriots in our feveral Degrees. 

All that the Publick can expeft for the future, 
is only to be fometimes warned to beware of Mr. 
-Wood's Halfpence ; and refer them for Conviftion 
co the Drapier $ Reafons. For, a Man of the 

moft 
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moft fuperior Underftanding, will find it itnpoffi- 
ble to make the beft Ufe of it, while he writes m 
Conftraint ; perpetually foftening, correcting, or 
blotting out Expreffions, for Fear of bringing his 
Primer, or himfelf, under a Profecution from my 
Lord Chief Juftice Whitfbed. It calls to my Re- 
membrance the Madman in Don Quixote, who 
being foundly beaten by a Weaver tor letting a 
Stone (which he always carried on his Shoulder) 
fall upon a Spaniel, apprehended that every Cur he 
met was of the fame Species. 

For thefe Reafons, I am convinced, that what 
I have now written will appear low and infipid ; 
but if it contributes, in the leaft, to preferve that 
Union among us for oppoiing this fatal Projeft of 
Mr. Wood, my Pains will not be altogether loft. 

I sent thefe Papers to an eminent Lawyer (and 
•yet a Man of Virtue and Learning into the 
Bargain) who, after many Alterations returned them 
back, with affuring me, that they are perfe&ly in- 
nocent ; without the leaft Mixture of Treafon, 
Rebellion, Sedition, Malice, Difaffeftion, Reflec- 
tion, or wicked Infinuation whatfoever. 

If the Bell-man of each Parifh, as he goes his 
Circuit, would cry out, every Night, Pa ft Twelve 
a Clock ; Beware of Wood j Half-pence ; it would 
probably cut off the Occafion for publilhing any 
more Pamphlets ; provided that in Country Towns 
it were done upon Market-Days. For my own 
Part, as foon as it ftiall be determined, that it is 
not againft Law, I will begin the Experiment in 
the Liberty of St. Patrick's ; and hope my Exam- 
ple may be followed in the whole City. But if Au- 
thority 
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chority ftiall think fit to forbid all Writings, or 
Difcourfes upon this Subjeft, except fuch as are ift 
FavtMir of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes me ; 
only When I am in Danger of burfting, I will go 
and whifper among the Reeds, not any Refleftion 
Upon the Wifdom of my Countrymen ; but only 
thefe few Words, BEWARE OF JVOO&l 
HALF-PENCE. 

I ami 

with daeRefpe£t, 

~. » 

Tour Mofi Obedient, 



Detmty Houfe, 
Oft. »6, 1724. 
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AN HUMBLE 

ADDR ESS 



TO BOTH 



Houfes of Parliament; 



By M. B. Drafter. 



Writ before the Lord Carteret came Over, andfoon 
after the fourth Drapier % s Letter. 



Mtdta gemens ignominiam P/agafq; fuperbi 
Viftoris. 




Have been told, that Petitions and 
Addrejfes, either to King or Parlia- 
mtnt, are the Right of every Sub- 
ject ; provided they confift with that 
Refpeft, which is due to Princes and 
great Aflemblies. Neither do I remember, that the 
modeft Propofals, or Opinions of private Men, have 
been ill received, when they have not been deli- 
vered in the Style of Advice ; which is a Prefump- 
lion fer from my Thought*. However, if Prdpo- 

fiht 
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fats fhould be looked upon as too afluming ; yet 1 
hope, every Man maybe fuffered tp declare his o wit 
^nd the Nation's Wipes. For Inftance ; I may be 
allowed to wift, that fome further Laws were en* 
iafted for the Advancement of Trade, for the Im- 
provement of Agriculture, now ftrangely negle&ed, 
againft the Maxim of all wife Nations : For fup* 
plying the manifeft Defefts in the A&s concerning 
Plantation of Trees : For fetting the Poor to Work, 
tand many others. 

Upon this Principle, I .may venture to affirm; it 
is the hearty Wijb of the whole Nation, very few 
excepted ; that the Parliament in this Seffion would 
begin by ftri&ly examining into the deteftable Fraud 
of one William Wood, now or late of London, 
Hard-ware-man ; who illegally and €landeftinely % 
as appears by your own Votes and Addrefles, pro- 
cured a Patent in England, for coining Half-pence 
in that Kingdom, to be current here. This, I fay, 
is rhe Wijb of the whole Nation, <oeryfew excepted % 
and upon Account of thofe few, is more ftrongly 
and juftly the Wi/b of the reft : Thofe few con- 
lifting either of Wood* s Confederates, fome obfeura 
Tradefmen, or certain bold UNDERTAKERS 
X){ weak Judgment, and ftrong Ambition ; whp 
think to find their Accounts in the Ruin of the 
Nation, by fecuring or advancing themfelves. 
And, becaufe fuch Men proceed upon a Syftem of 
Politicks, to which I would fain hope you will be 
always utter Strangers; I fhall humbly lay it before 
you. 

Be pleafed to fuppofe me in a Station of Fifteen 
Hundred Pounds a Year, Salary and Perquifites ; and 
likewrfe poffeffed of 800/. a Yt?ar, real Eftate. 

V z Then, 



Digitized by Google 



Ail *tbe Drapier's Letters.* 

Then, fuppofe a deftruftive Projeft be on Foo*( 
fuch, for Inftance, as this of Wood ; which if it 
fucceed, in all the Confequences naturally to be ex- 
pe&ed from it, muft fink the Rents and Wealth of 
the Kingdom one Half, (although I am confident, 
it would have done fo five Sixths.) Suppofe, I 
conceive that the countenancing, or privately [up- 
porting this Projeft, will pkafe thofe by whom I 
expe& to be preferred, or higher exalted. Nothing 
then remains, but to compute and ballance my 
Gain and my Lofs, and fum up the whole. I fup- 
pofe that I fhall keep my Employment ten Years> 
(not to mention the fair Chance of a better.) This, 
at 1500/. a Year, amounts, in ten Years, to 15000/. 
My Eftate, by the SucceG of the faid Projed, 
inks 400/. a Year; which at Twenty Years Pur- 
chafe, is but 8000 /. fo that I am a clear Gainer of 
7000/. upon the Ballance. And during all that 
Period, I am poffeffed of Power and Credit, can 
gratify my Favourites, and take Vengeance of my 
Enemies, And if the Proje£b mifcarry, my private 
Merit is ftill entire. This Arithmetick, as horrible 
as it appears, I knowingly affirm to have been prac- 
ticed, and applied in Conjunctures, whereon de- 
pended tht Ruin or Safety of a Nation: Although, 
probably the Charity and Virtue of a Senate, will 
hardly be induced to believe, that there can be fuch 
Monfters among Mankind. And yet, the wile Lord 
Bacon mentions a Sort of People, (I doubt the Race 
is not yet extind) who would Jet a Houje on Fire, 
for the Convenience of roafting their own Eggs ac 
the Flame. 

But whoever is old enough to remember, and 
Jiath turned his Thoughts to obferve the Courfe of 
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publick Affairs in this Kingdom, from the Time of 
the Revolution ; mud acknowledge, that the higheft 
Points of Inrereft and Liberty, have been often fa- 
crificed to the Avarice and Ambition of panicular 
Perfons, upon the very Principles and Aritbmetick 
that 1 have fuppofed ; The only Wonder is* how 
thefe Artifts were able to prevail upon Numbers ; 
and influence even publick Affemblies to become 
Inftruments for effe&ing their execrable Defigns. 

It is, I think, in allConfcience, Latitude enough 
for Vice, if a Man in Station be allowed to aft In- 
juftice, upon the ufual Principles of getting a 
Bribe, wrecking bis Malice t ferving bis Party, or 
confuting bis Preferment ; while his Wickednefs 
terminates in the Ruin only of particular Perfons. 
But, to deliver up our ybole Country and every 
living Sou) who inhabits it, to certain Deftruftion; 
hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 
moft favourable Cafuifts on the Side of Corruption. 
It were far better, that all who have had the Mis* 
fortune to be born in this Kingdom, fhould be ren- 
dered incapable of holding any Employment what- 
ever, above the Pegree of a Con ft able, (accord- 
ing to the Scheme and Intention of a * great Mini* 
ft er gone to bis own Place) than to live under the 
daily Apprehenfion of a few falfe Brethren among 
our {elves. Becaufe, in the former Cafe we fhould 
be wholly free from the Danger of being betrayed; 
fince none could then, have Impudence enough to 
pretend any publick Good 

It 



tfyetee Earl of Sunderland. 



Digitized by Google 



It is true, that in this defperate Affair of the 
new Half-pence, I have not heard of any Man a-* 
bove my own Degree of a Shop-keeper, to haw 
been hitherto fo bold, as, in dircft Terms, to vmdr- 
cate rhe fatal Projeft ; although I have been told of 
fome very mollifying Expreftons which were ufed, 
and ▼cry gentle Expedients propoled and handed 
about, when it foil came under Debate: But, fmce 
- the Eyes of the People have been fo far opened, 
that the moft Ignorant can plainly fee their own 
Ruin in the Snccefs of Wood's Attempt; thete 
GRAND COMPOUNDERS have been 

more cautious. 

But that the fame Spirit ftill fubfifts, hath mani* 
feftly appeared (among other Inftances of great 
Compliance) from certain Circumjtances, that 
have attended fome late Proceedings in a * Court of 
Judicature. There is not any Common-place more 
'frequently infifted on, by thofe who treat of ouf 
Conftitution, than the great Happinefs and Excel- 
lency of Tryals by Juries ; yet if this blefled Pan 
of our Law be eludible at Plealure, by the Force 
of Power, Frowns, and Artifice ; we fliall have lif- 
tie Reafon to boaft of our Advantage, in this Parti- 
cular, over other States or Kingdoms in Europe, 
And Vurely, thefe high Proceedings, exercifed in a 
Point that fo nearly concerned the Life-Blood of 
the People, their neceffary Subfijtence, their very 
Food and Raiment, and even the publkk Peacn 
will not allow any favourable Appearance ; becaufe 
it was obvious, that fo much fuper abundant Zeal 
could have no other Defign, pr produce any other 
Effeft, than to damp that Spirit raifed in the Na- 
^ and 
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tion againft this accurfed Scheme of William Wood* 
and hi* Aktttps ; to which alone, we owe, 

and far ever muft owe, our being hitherto prefer^ 
ed, and our Hopes of being prefer ved for the fu«. 
ture ; if it can be kept up, and ftrongly countenan- 
ced by Tow wife AjOfemblies. I wifh J could accounf 
for foch a Denieanpr upon a more charitable Foun- 
dation, *H*n tha^ of putting pur Intereft in over- 
Balance >vith the Ruin of our Country. 

I r;emembeii fbnie Months ago, >vhen this Af- 
fair was frefh in Difcourfe ; a Perfon near allyed to 
SOMEHQPIT^ or (as the Hawkers called Him) 
NOBODTt who was thought deeply concerned, 
"went about very diligently among his Acquaintance, 
to Ihew the bad Conferences that might follow 
from any publick Refeotment to the Difadvantage 
of his ALLTy Mr. Wood ; principally alledging the 
Danger of all Employments being difpofed of from 
England. One of thefe Emiffaries came to me, 
and urged the fame%/VA ; I anfwered, naturally, 
that I knew there was no Office of any Kind, 
which a Man frogn England might not have, if he 
thought it worth his asking ; and that I looked up- 
on all who had the Difadvantage of being bora 
here, as only in the Condition of Leafers and Glean- 
ers. Neither could I forbear mentioning the known 
Fable of the Countryman, who entreated his Afs 
to fly for Fear of being taken by the Enemy ; buc 
rhe Ate refufed to. give himfelf that Trouble ; and 
upon a very wife Reafon ; becaufe he could not 
poflibly change his prefent Mailer for a worfe : 
The Enemy could not make him fare harder ; beat 
him more cruelly \ nor load him with heavier Buu 
them. 

JJpon 
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Upon thefe, and many other Confiderations, 1 
may affirm it to be the Wtfh of the whole Nation, 
that the Power and Privileges of Juries were de- 
clared) afcertained, and confirmed by the Legifla- 
ture ; and that whoever hath been manifeftly known 
to violate them, might be Jtigmatized by publick 
Cettfure ; not from any Hope that fuch a Cenfur* 
will amend their Pra&ices, or hurt their Intereft, 
(for it may probably operate quite contrary in both :) 
but that the Nation may know their Enemies from 
rheir Friends. 

I say not this with any Regard or View to my 
felf ; for I write in great Security ; and am refolv- 
ed that none (hall merit at my Expence further 
than by ftiewing their Zeal to difcover, prtfecute, 
and condemn me, for endeavouring to do my Duty 
in (erving my Country : And yet I am confcious 
to my felf that I never had the leaft Intention to 
reflen on His Majeftys hhnifiers, nor on any other 
Perfon, except William Woody whom I neither did, 
nor &oyet conceive to be of that Number. How- 
ever, ibme would haye it, that I WENT TOO 
FAR ; but I fuppofe they will now allow them- 
felves miftaken. I am fure I might eafily have 
GONE FURTHER ; and I think I could not 
eafily have FARED WORSE. And therefore I 
was no further affeded with their Proclamation, 
*nd fubfequent Proceedings, than a good Clergy- 
man is with the Sins of the People. And as to 
the poor Print er, he is now gone to appear before 
a higher, and before a RIGHTEOUS Tribunal. 

As my Intention is only to lay before your great 
Affemblies, the general Wifhes of the Nation ; and 
?s I have already declared it our principal Wijh that 

your 
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your firfi Proceeding would be to examine into the 
pernicious Fraud of William Wood; fol muft add, 
as the univerfal Opinion, that all Schemes of Com- 
mutation, Cpmpofition, and the like Expedients, ei- 
ther avowed or imply ed, will be of the mod perni- 
cious Confequences to the Publick ; againft the Dig- 
nity of a FREE Kingdom ; and prove an Encou- 
ragement to future Adventurers in the fame de- 
iiru&ivc Projefb. For, it is a Maxim, which no 
an> at prefent difputes, that even a Connivance to 
admit One Thoufand Pounds in thefe HALF- 
PENCE, will produce, in Time, the fame ruinous 
Effe&s, as if we openly confented to admit a Mil- 
lion. It were, therefore, infinitely more fafe and 
eligible, to leave Things in the doubtful, melan- 
cholJy State they are at prefent, (which, however, 
God forbid) and truft entirely to the general Aver- 
fion of our People againft this Coin ; ufing all honeft 
Endeavours to preferve, continue, and encreafe that 
Averfion, than fubmit to apply thofe Palliatives 
which weak, perfidious, or abjeS Politicians, are, 
upon all Occafions, and in all Difeafes, fb ready to 
adminijler. 

In the fmall Compafs of my Reading, (which, 
however, hath been more extenfive than is ufual to 
Men of my inferior Calling) I have obferved that 
Grievances have always preceded Supplies ; and if ever 
Grievances had aTitle to fuch a Pre-eminence, it muft 
be this of Wood ; becaufe it is not only the greateft 
Grievance that any Country could fuffer, but a Grie- 
vance of fuch a Kind that, if it fhould take Effeft, 
would make it impoffible for us to give any Supplies 
at all ; except in adulterate Copper ; unlefs a Tax were 
laid for paying the Civil and Military Lifts, and the 

imp 
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large Penfions, with real Coajmpditifs i&ftead of 
Money ; which, however, might be lyable to foxne 
few Obje&ions as well as Difficulties : For although 
the common Soldiers might be content with Betf 
and Mutton, and Wool, and Malt, and Leather ; yet 
I am in fome Doubt as to the Generals, the Colonejs, 
the numerous Penjioners, the Civil Officers, wd 
others, who all live in England upon Iri/b Pay ; as 
well as thofe few who refide among us only becaufe 
they cannot help it. # 

There is one Particular, which although I have 
mentioned more than once in fome of my former 
Papers, yet I cannot forbear to repeat, and a little 
enlarge upon it ; becaufe I do not remember to have 
read or heard of the like in the Hiftory of any Ag* 
or Country ; neither do I ever reflect upon it with- 
out the utmoft AJtontjhment. 

After the unanimous Addreffes to His Sacred 
Majefty, againft this Patent of Wood, from both 
Houfes of Parliament, which are the Three Ejtates 
of the Kingdom ; and Ukewife an Addreis from the ' 
Privy Council, to whom, under the Chief Gover- 
nors, the whole Adminiftracion is entrufted ; the 
Matter is referred to a Committee of Council in 
London. Wood, and his Adherents, are heard on 
one Side; and a few Volunteers, without gny Trult 
or Diredion from hence, on the other. TheQue- 
ftion, (as I remember) chiefly turned iipQA the 
Want of Half -pence in Ireland : Witneffes #re cal- 
led on the Behalf of Wood (of what Credit I fcave> 
formerly ftiewn :) Upon the Iffue the Pau^t i* 
found good and legal; all His Majefty's Oncers 
Jiere, (not excepting the Military) cojnmandsd 
b$ aiding and afltfiing tp it effetfwJ. 

Ad- 
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Addrefies of both Houfes of Parliament, of the Pri- 
vy Council ; and of the City of Dublin : The De- 
clarations of mod Counties and Corporations through 
the Kingdom, are altogether laid afide, as of no 
Weight, Confequence, or Consideration whatfb- 
ever: And the whole Kingdom of Ireland nonfui- 
fed, in default of Appearance ; as if it were a pri- 
vate Caufe between John Dow, Plaintiff, and Wil- 
liam Row, Defendant. 

With great Reipeft to thofe honourable Per- 
fons, the Committee of Council in London, I have 
not underftood them to be our Governors, Counfel- 
Jors, or Judges. Neither did our Cafe turn at all 
upon the Queftion, whether Ireland wanted Half- 
pence or no. For there is no doubt, but we do 
want both Half-pence, Gold and Silver ; and we 
have number lefs other Wants, and fome that we 
are not fo much as allowed to name ; although they 
Are peculiar to this Nation ; to which no other is 
fubject, whom God hath bleffed with Religion and 
Jjaws, ox any Degree of Soil and Sun/bine; But, 
for what Demerits on our Side, I am altogether in 
the Dark. 

But, I do not remember, that our Want of 
Half-pence was either affirmed, or denied in any of 
our Addreffes or Declarations, againft thofe of 
Wood: We alledged, the fraudulent obtaining and 
executing his Patent, the Bafenefs of his Metal, the 
prodigious Sum to be coined , which might be en- 
creafed by Stealth, from foreign Importation and his 
own Counterfeits, as well as thofe at home ; where- 
by we mull infallibly lofe all our little Gold and 
Silver, and all our poor Remainder of a very Umi- 
% ted and difcouraged Trade : We urged, that the 
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Patent was paffed without the leaft Reference h£ 
ther ; and without Mention of any Security given 
by Woody to receive his own Half-pence upon De*« 
mand; both which are contrary to all former 
Proceedings in the like Cafes. Thefe, and many 
other Arguments we offered; but (till the Patent 
went on, and at this Day our Ruin would have been 
half compleafed ; if God, in his Mercy, had not 
raifed an univerfal Deteftation of thefe Halfpence, 
in the whole Kingdom; with a firm Refolution 
never to receive them ; fince we are not under O* 
bligations to do fo by any Law, either Human or 
Dtvine. 

But, in the Name of God, and of all Juftice 
and Piety ; when the King's Majefty was pleafed 
that this Patent fhould pafs ; is it not to be under- 
flood, that he conceived, believed, and intended it 
as a gracious Aft, for the Good and Benefit of hit 
Subje&s, for the Advantage of a great and fruitful 
Kingdom; of the moft loyal Kingdom upoft 
Earth, where no Hand or Voice was ever lifted up 
againft him ; a Kingdom where the Paflage is not 
of three Hours from Britain ; and a Kingdom where 
Papifts have lefs Power, and lefs Land, than in 
England? Can it be denied, or doubted, ?hat his 
Majefty's Minifters underftood and propofed the 
fame End, the Good of this Nation, when they ad- 
vifed the paffing this Patent? Can the Per/on of 
Wood be other wife regarded, than as the Inftrument, 
the Mecbanick, the Head-workman, to prepare his 
Furnace, his Fuel, his Metal, and his Stamps ? If I 
employ a Shoe-boy, is it in view to his Advantage, 
or to my own Convenience ? I mention the Per/on 
of William Wood* done; becaufe no other appears, 

and 
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iuid we are not to reafon upon Surmifes; neither 
would it avail, if they had a real Foundation. 

Allowing therefore, (for we cannot do left) 
that this Patent, for the coining of Half-pence, was 
wholly intended, by a gracious King, and a wife 
Qublick-fpmted Miniftry, for the Advantage of Ire- 
land ; yet when the whole Kingdom to a Man, for 
.whofe Good the Patent was defigned, do, upon ina- 
tureft Confideration, univerfally join, in openly de- 
claring, protefting, addrefling, petitioning againft 
thefe Half-pence,, as the moil ruinous Projed that 
ever was fet on £00 1, to compleat the Slavery and 
Deftruftion of a poor innocent Country : Is it, was 
it, can it , or will it ever be a Queftion, not whe- 
ther fuch a Kingdom, or William Wood, fhould be 
a Gainer ; but whether fuch a Kingdom fhould be 
wholly undone, dejiroyed* funk, depopulated, made 
*he Scene of Mi f cry and Defolation, for the Sake of 
William Wood ? Goi>, of his infinite Mercy, avert 
this dreadful Judgement; and it is our univerfal 
Wift), that God would put it into your Hearts to bo 
his Inftruments for fo good a Work. 

For my own Part, who am but one Man, of 
obfeure Condition, I do folemnly declare, in the 
Prefence of Almighty God, that I will fuffer the 
mod ignominious and torturing Death, rather than 
fubmit to receive this accurfed Coin, or any other 
that {hall be liable to the fame Obje&ions, until 
they ftiall be forced upon me, by a Law of my own 
Country ; and if that (hall ever happen, I will trand 
port my felf into fome foreign Land, and eat the 
JBread of Poverty among a free People. 

Am I legally puniihable for thefe ExpreffionsS 
Shall another Proclamation iffue aeainfl me, be- 

caufc 
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caule I prefume to take my Country's Parr againft 
William Wood; where her final Deftru&ion is in- 
tended ? But, whencvet You fhall pleafe to impofe? 
Silence upon me, I will fubmhv, becaufe, I look 
upon your unanimous Voice to be the Voice of the 
Nation ; and this I have been taught, and do be- 
lieve to be, in fome Manner, the Voice of God. 

The great Ignominy of a whole Kingdom, ly- 
ing fo long at Mercy, under fo vile an Adverfary; 
is inch a deplorable Aggravation, that the utmofl 
Expreffions of Shame and Rage, are too low to 
fet it forth ; and therefore, I fhall leave it to receive 
fech a Refentment, as is worthy of a Parliament. 

It is likewife our univerfal Wift, that his Maje-» 
fty would grant Liberty to coin Half-pence in this 
Kingdom, for our own Ufe ; under fuch Reftric- 
tions as a Parliament here fhall advife : Since the 
Power of coining even Gold and Silver, is poffefled 
by every petty Prince abroad ; and was always prac- 
ticed by Scotland, to the very Time of the Union ; 
yet furely Scotland, as to Soil, Climate, and Extent, 
is not, in it's felf, a fourth Part the Value of Ire 
land; (for Bifhop Burnet fays, it is not above a 
fortieth Part in Value, to the reft of Britain) and 
with refpeft to the Profit that England gains trora 
hence, not the forty Thoufandth Part. Although 
I muft confefs, that a Mote in the Eye, or a Thorn 
m the Side, is more dangerous and painful than a 
Beam, or * Spike at Dijlance. 

The Hiftories of England, and of moft other 
Countries, abound in relating the miferable, and 
fometimes the moft tragical Effe&s, from the Abufes 
(if Coin; by debating the Metal, by leflening, or 
enhancing the Value upon Occajions, to the publick 

Lofs; 
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Cofe ; of Which We hive an Example, within our 
own Menlory in England, and another very lately 
in France. It is the tender eft Point of Government, 
affe&ing every Individual, in the higheft Degree. 
Wken the Value of Money fs nfbittaty, or unfet- 
tled ; no Man can well be faid to have any Property 
at all ; not is any Wound fo fiiddenly felt, fo hard- 
ly cured, or that leaves fuch deefp and Jafting Scars 
behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy Ifland, to have a 
Title to fdrne Indulgence from England; not only 
upon the Score of Cbriftianity, natural Equity, and 
*he genfral Rights of Mankind; but chiefly on 
Account of that irnmtnfe Profit they receive fron* 
xts ; without which, that Kingdom Would make a 
very different Figure in Europe, from what it doth 
at prefent. 

The Rents of Land in tteland, fince they have 
been of late fo ehofrnoufty raifed, and fcrewed up, 
may be computed to about two Millions; whereof 
dne third Part, at leaft, is direftly transmitted to 
thofe, Who fire perpetual Abfentees in England; as 
I find by a Computation made with the Affiftance 
tff feveTal skilful Gentlemen. 

The other Articles by which we are altogether 
1-ofers, and England a Gainer ; we found to amount 
to almoft as much more. I will only fet down as 
fnany Heads of them as I can remember ; and leavs 
them to the Confideration of thofe, who under- 
Hand Accounts better than I pretend to do. 

The Occafiopal ^bfouees, for Bufinefs, Health; 
frr Dhrttfion, 

Threi 
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Three Fourths of the Revenue of the duff 
Governor, during his Abfence; which is ufually 
four Fifths of his Government. 
' The whole Revenue of the Poft-Office. 

The numerous Penjions paid to Perfons in Enf 

The Pay of the chief Officers of the Army ath 
fent in England, which is a great Sum. 

Four Commiffioners of the Revenue, always 
abfenr. 

Civil Employments very numerous, and of great 
Income. 

The Vaft Charge of Appeals ro the Houfe of 
Lords, and to the Court of Delegates. 

Students at the Inns of Courts, and the twcf 
Univerfities. 

Eighty Thoufand Pounds ferit yearly to Eng- 
land, for Coals ; whereof the prime Coft is no- 
thing ; and therefore, the Profit wholly theirs. 

One Hundred Thoufand Pounds paid feverad 
Years paft, for Corn fent over hither from England \ 
the Effeft of our own great Wifdom in difcourage- 
ing Agriculture. 

The kind Liberty granted us of wearing Indian 
Stuffs, and Calicoes, to gratify the Vanity and Fol- 
ly of our Women; which, befide the Profit to 
England, is an unconceivable Lofs to us ; forcing 
the Weavers to beg in our Streets, or tranfporc 
themfelves to foreign Countries. 

The prodigious Lofs to us, and Gain to England, 
by felling them all our Wool at their own Rates ; 
whereof the Manufa&ure exceeds above ten Times 
the prime Coft : A Proceeding without Example in 
the Chrifiian or Heathen World. 

Ou* 

4- ■ 
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• CW own Wool returned upon us, in Englifk 
Manufi&ures, to our infinite Shame and Damage ; 
and the great Advantage of England. 

> The full Profit of all our* Mines accruing td 
England ; an Effeft of great Negligence arid Stupt 
dity. ; ' < » • t • * - • , • 

' An Affe&atioii among us; of liking all Kliidi of 
Goods made in England. 

- NO *fE, Many of the above Articles have beart 
fince particularly computed by another Writer, to 
whofe Treatife the Reader is referred 

. Thesi and many other Articles, which I cannot 
retolleft at prefent, are agreed by judicious Men td 
amount to near feven Hundred Thouland I ounds 
per jinn, clear Profit to England. And, upon the 
whole, let any Man look into thofe Authors who 
write upon the SubjeA of Commerce, he fhall find, 
that there is not one fingle Article in the EfTentials, 
or Circumftances. of Trade; wheteby a Country can? 
be a Lofer, which we do not poffefs in the highejt 
Perfection ; fomewhat, in every Particular, that bear* 
a Kind of Analogy to William % Woqd; and now tha 
Branches are. all cut off, he ftands ready with his 
Ax at the Roof. * v v » , • *• * 

Upon this Subjeft of perpetual Abfenttes, I hive 
fpent fome Time in very infignificant Refle&ions; 
and considering the ufual Motives of human Ac- 
tions, which are Pleafure, Profit, and Ambition, t 
cannot yet comprehend how thofe Perfons find 
their Account in any of the three. 1S . 1 (peak not o£ 
thofe Englijh Peers ox Gentlemen* who; befide their 
Eftates at home x have PpfleffiQns here ; . fot; in that 
fcafe, the Matter is defperate { but I mean thofe 

Vol. IV. Q Lord*, 
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Lords, and wealthy Knights, or Squires, wtoofe 
Birth, and partly their Education, and all their 
fortune (except fome Trifle, and that in very few 
Jfcftances) are in this Kingdom. I knew many of 
them well enough, during feveral Years, when I 
refided in 'England*, and truly I could not difcover 
that the Figure they made was, by any Means, a 
Subjeft for Envy; at leaft it gave me two very dif- 
ferent Paffions : For, excepting -the Advantage of 
going now and then to an Opera, or fometimes ap- 
pearing behind a Croud at Court ; or adding to the 
Ring of Coaches in Hide-Park , or lofing their Mo- 
ney at the Cbocolate-Houfe ; or getting News, Votes, 
and Minutes, about five Days before us in Dublin ; 
I fay, befides thefe, and a few other Privileges of 
lefs Importance, their Temptations to live in Lon- 
don were beyond my Knowledge or Conception. 
And I ufed to wonder, how a Man of Birth and 
Spirit, could endure to be wholly infignificant and 
oMcure in a foreign Country, when he might live 
with Luftre in bis own ; and even at lefs than half 
that Expence, which he ft Wains himfelf to make, 
without obtaining any one End ; except that which 
happened to the Frog when he would needs con- 
tend for Size with the Ox. I have been told by 
Scholars, that Gefar faid, he would rather be the 
firft Man, in I know not what Village, than the/i- 
coud in Rome. This, perhaps, was a Thought on- 
ly fit for C*far : But to be preceded by Tboufands, 
and negle&ed by Millions ; to be wholly without 
Power, Figure, Influence, Honour Credit, or D#- 
fiintiton, is not, in my poor Opinion, a very amia- 
ble Situation of Life, to a Perfon of Title, or Wealth* 

who 
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who can fo cheaply and eafily Jbine in his nativ e 
Country. 

But, befides the depopulating of the Kingdom, 
the leaving fo many Parrs of it wild and uncultiva- 
^ ted, the Ruin of fo many Country-Seats and Planta- 
tions, the cutting down all the Woods to fupply 
Expences in England; the Abfence of fo many no* 
ble and wealthy Perfons, hath been the Caufe of 
another fatal Confequence, which few perhaps have 
been aware of. For if that very conjidtrable Num- 
ber of Lords, who poflefs the ampleft Fortunes here, 
had been content to live at borne, and attend the 
Affairs of their own Country in Parliament ; the 
'Weight, Reputation, and Dignity thereby added 
to that noble Houfe, would, in all human Probabi- 
lity, have prevented certain Proceedings, which 
are now ever to be lamented; be caufe they never 
can be remedied: And we might have then decided 
our own Properties among our [elves, without being 
forced to travel five Hundred Miles by Sea ana 
Land, to another Kingdom, for Juftice ; to our infi- 
nite Expence, Vexation, and Trouble : Which is a 
Mark of Servitude without Example, from the 
Pra&ice of any Age or Nation in the World. 

I have fometimes wondered, upon what Motive 
the Peerage of England were fo defirous to deter- 
mine our Controvetfies ; becaufe I have been af* 
fured, and partly know, that the frequent jippeah 
from hence, have been very jxkfomc to that iUuftri- 
ous Body ; and whoever hath frequented the fain* 
ted Chamber, and Court of Requejls, muft have^ob- 
ferved, that they are never fo nol/ly filled, as when 
an lrifh Appeal is under Pebate. 
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The Peers of Scotland, who are very numerous 
were content to refide in their Caftles and Houfes, 
in that bleak and barren Climate ; and although 
fome of them made frequent Journies to London, 
yet I do not remember any of their greateft Fami- 
lies, till very lately, to have made England their 
conftant Habitation, before the Union : Or, if they 

* did, I am fure it was generally to their own Advan- 
tage ; and whatever they got, was employed to cul- " 

[ tivate and encreafe their own Eftates ; and by ttat 
Means enrich themfelves and their Country. 

As to the great Number of rich Abfentees, under 
the Degree of Peers; what particular ill Effe&s 
their Abfence may have upon this Kingdom, be- 

' fides thofe already mentioned, may perhaps be too 
tender a Point for me to touch. But whether thofe 

* who live in another Kingdom, upon great Eftates 
< here; and have loft all Regards to their own Coun- 

* try, further then upon Account of the Revenues 
\ they receive from it : I fay, whether fuch Perfons 

may not be prevailed on io recommend 6thers to 
. vacant Seats, who have no Intereft here, except a 
precarious Employment ; and confequently can haVe 
no Views, but to preferve what they have got, or* 
, to be higher advanced : This, I am fure, is a vefy 
.* melancholly Queftion, ;/ it be a ^uefiion at all 
, But, befides the prodigious Profit which Eng- 
land receives by the tranfmittal thither of two 
^ Thirds of the Revenues of this whole Kingdom; 
. it hath another mighty Advantage, by making our 
, Country a Receptacle, wherein to disburthen them- 
. felves of their fupernumerary Pretenders to Offi- 
ces ; Petfons of fecond-rate Merit in their own 
Country; who, We Birds of fa^ moft of theth 

thrive 
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thrive and fatten here, and fly off when their Gre- ' 
dit arid Employments are at an End. So that Ire- 
land may juftly fay what Dither faid of himfelf ; 
Poor Ireland maketb many rich. 

If amidft all our Difficulties, I fliquld venture 
to affert, that we have one great Advantage, pro- 
vided we could improve it as we ought ; I believe ' 
moft of my Readers would be long in conjeftu- 
ring what pojjible Advantage could ever fall to our 
Share. However, it is certain, that all the Regu- 
lar Seeds of Party and Faff ion among us are en- 
tirely rooted out, and if any new ones lhall (pring 
up, rhey muft be of equivocal Generation, with- 
out any Seed at all ; and will juftly be imputed to* 
a Degree of Stupidity beyond even what we have 
been ever charged with upon the Score of our. 
Birth-place and Climate. 

The Parties in this Kingdom (including thofe 
of modern Date) are,Firft,of thofe who have been' 
charged or fufpe£bed to favour the Pretender ; and 
thofe who were zealous Oppofors of him. Second* 
ly, of thofe who were for and againji a Toleration 
of Diflenters by Law. Thirdly, of High and 
Low Church ; or, (to fpeak in the Cant of the 
Times) of Whig and Tory : And, Fourthly, of 
Court and Country, If there be any more, they 
are beyond my Obfervation or Politicks : For as to 
fubaltern or occaftonal Parties, they have all been 
Derivations from the fame Originals. 

Now, it is manifeft, that all thefe Incitements 
to faftion, Party, and Divifion are wholly re- 
moved from among us. For, as to the Pretender^ 
liis Caufe is both defperate and obfolete : There 
are very few now alive who were Men in his Far 

ther's 
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ther'a Time, and in that Prince's Intereft ; and in 
all others, the Obligation of Confcience hath no 
Place ; even the Papifts in general, of any Sub- 
fiance, or Eftates, and their Priefis almoft univer- 
fally, are what we call Whigs in the Senfe which 
by that Word is generally underftood. They feel 
the Smart ,and fee the Scars of their former Wounds ; 
and very well know, that they rauft be made a 
Sacrifice to the lead Attempts towards a Change ; 
although it cannot be doubted, that they would be 
glad to have their Superfiition reftored, under any 
Prince whatfoever. 

Secondly, TkeDiJJenters are now toleratedby 
Law ; neither do we obferve any Murmurs at pre- 
fent from that Quarter, except thofe reafonableCom- 
plaints they make of Perfection, becaufe they are 
excluded from Civil Employments ; but their Num- 
ber being very (mall in either Houfe of Parliament, 
they are not yet in a Scituation to ere&a Party: 
Becaufe, however indifferent Men may be with 
regard to Religion, they are now grown wife e- 
nough to know, that if fuch a Latitude were al- 
lowed to Diffenters ; the few fmall Employments 
left us in Cities sand Corporations, would find 
other Hands to lay hold on them. 

Thirdly, The Difpute between High and 
Jjw Church is now at an End ; two Thirds of the 
Btjhops having been promoted in this Reign, and 
moft of them from England, who have beftowed 
all Preferments in their Gift to thofe they could 
well confide in : The Deanries all except Three, 
and many principal Church Livings, are in the Do- 
nation of the Crown : So that we already poffefc 

fach a Body of Clergy as wU never engage in Con- 

troverfy 
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troverfy upon that antiquated and exploded Sub- 
test. 

Lastly, As to Gwr* and Country Parties, fo 
famous and avowed under moft Reigns in Eajf- 
Parliaments : This Kingdom hath not, forte* 
veral Years paft been a proper Scene whereon to 
exercife fuch Contentions ; and is now lefs proper 
than ever ; many great Employments for Life being 
in diftant Hands and the Reverfions diligently 
watched and fecured ; the temporary Ones of any 
inviting Value are all beftowed elfewhere as fait as 
they drop ; and the few remaining, are of too low 
Confideration to create Contefts about them, ex* 
cept among younger Brothers, or Tradefmen like 
my felf. And, therefore, to inftitute a Court and Coun- 
try Party without Materials, would be a very new 
Syftera in Politicks, and what I believe was never 
thought on before ; nor, unlefs in a Nation ofldeots, 
can ever fucceed. For the moft ignorant Iri/b 
Cottager will not fell his Cow for a Groat. 

Therefore, I conclude, that all Party and 
Pattern* with regard topublick Proceedings, are 
now extingttifhed in this Kingdom ; * neither doth 
it appear in view how they can poflibly revive; 
unlefs fome new Caufes be adminiftred ; which 
cannot be done without crofftng the Inter efts of tbufi 
who are great eft Gainers by continuing the J am 
Me afar es. And, general Calamities without Hope 
pf Redrefs, are allowed to be the great Uniters of 
Mankind. 

• 

♦ 

* Nate, Since this Difccmfe was written, it hath 
eiepriem*) that the Jtaber was much mifiahu in bis QonyBureu 

' ' ' 

How- 
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However we may diflike the Caufes ; yet this. 
F,tfet? of begetting an univerfal Concord among vrs 
in all National Debates, as w*lL"as in Cities, Cor- 
porations / and Country Neighbourhoods, may keep 
us at leaft alive, and in a Condition to eat the lit- 
tle Bread allowed us in Peace and Amity. I have 
heard of a Quarrel in a Tavern, where all were at 
Daggers-drawing; till one of the Company cryed 
put, defiring to know the Subject of the Quarrel % 
which, when none of them cbuld^ell, they put up 
rheir Swords, fat down, and pafled the reft of the 
Evening in Quiet. The former Part hath beert 
our Cafe ; I hope the latter will be fo too c ; that 
we ftiall Jit down anticably together, at leaft until 
we have Something that may give us a Title to fall 
cut ; fince Nature harh inftrufted even a Brood of 
Go/lings to flick together while the Kite is hovering 
.aver their Heads. • , . 1 

It is certain, that a firm Union in any Country, 
where every Man wifhei the fame Thing wirh r& 
lation to thePublick, may, in fdveral Points of the 
greateft Importance, in fome'Meafure, fupply the 
Defelf of Pcft»er\ and even 'of tbofe Rights which 
are the natural and undoubted Inheritance of Mam- 
kind, If the univerfal Wijh of the Nation upon 
liny Point, were declared by the unanimous Vote of 
theHoiife* of Commons, and a reafonable Number 
of Lords; I (hould think my felf obliged in Con- 
fcience tb a* in my Sphere according to that Vote ; 
becaufe, in all free Nations, I take the pr6pef De- 
finition of Law to be the Will of the Majority of 
thofe who have the Property in Land ; which, if 
there be a Monarchy, is to be confirmed by flie 
Royal Affent. And, although fuch Votes or~2Xf- 
* v * clarations 
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citations Juve not received fuch a Confirmation, 
for certain accidental Reafons ; yet I think they 
ought to be of much Weight with the Subjeti. ; 
provided they neither oppole the King's Preroga- 
. rive, endanger the Peace of the Nation, nor infringe 
any Law already in Force ; v none of which, how- 
ever, can reafonably be fuppofed. Thus, for In- 
ftance, if Nine in Ten of the Houfe of Commons, 
and a jreafonable Number of native temporal Peers, 
ihould declare, that whoever received or uttered 
JBrafs Coin, except under certain Limitations and 
Securities, Ihould be deemed as Enemies to the King 
and the Nation ; I fhould think it a heinous Sin 
' in my felf to aft contrary to fuch a Vote: And, 
if the fame Power fhould declare the fame Cenfurc 
againft thofe who wore Indian Stuffs and Calicoes, 
or Woolen Manufactures imported from Jbroad, 
whereby this Nation is reduced to the lQweft Ebb 
of Mifery ; I (hould readily, heartily, cbearfally 
pay Obedience ; ' and to my utmoft Power perfuade 
other! to do the like : Becaufe, there is no Law 
of this Land obliging us either to receive fuch Co iff, 
or to wear fuch foreign Manufactures. 

* Upon this laft Article, I could humbly wifh 
that the Reverend the Clergy would fet us an Ex- 
ample, by contenting themfelves with wearing 
Gowns, and other Habiliments of Jrifb Drapery; 
which* as it woidd be foine Incitement to the Lai- 
ty, and fet many Hands to Work ; fo they would 



? Note, Vbis bath ftnee been put in PraHice, by the Perfuafi- 
mis, *nd Influence of the fuppofed Author ; but much defeated by. 
the mofi inform* Fraud of Shopkeepers. 

i find 
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find their Advantage in the Cheapnefs ; which is 
a Qrcnraftance not to be negle&ed by too many a~ 
mong that venerable Body. \ And, in order to 
chit I could heartily defire, that the moft inge* 
nious Artifts of the Weaving Trade, would con- 
trive fome decent Stuffs and Silks for Clergymen ^ at 
reafonabie Rates. 

I have preffed feveral of our moft fubftantial 
Brethren, that the whole Corporations of Weavers 
in Silk and Woollen* would publilh fome PropofaJs, 
(I wifh they would do it to both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment) inviting Perfons of all Degrees, and of both 
Sexes, to wear the Woollen and Silk Manufadures 
of our own Country ; enthng into folemn, mutual 
Engagemenrs, that the Buyer (hall have good, fub- 
ftantial, merchantable Ware for his Money ; and at 
a certain Rate, without the Trouble of cheapning : 
So that, if I fent a Child for a Piece of Stuff of a 
particular Colour and Finenefs, I (hould be fure not 
to be deceived ; or if I had Reafon to complain, 
the Corporation (hould give me immediate Satisfac- 
tion ; and the Name of the Tradefinan who did 
me the Wrong, (hould be publilhed ; and Warn- 
ing given not to deal with Him for the future; 
unlets the Matter plainly appeared to be a Mi (lake: 
For, befides the Trouble of going from Shop to 
Shop ; an ignorant Cuftomer runs the Hazard of 
being cheated in the Price and Goodnefs of what 



t *n>ii Scheme was tihwife often urgel to the Weavers hr the 
ftppofedJuthor} beaUcmld mxw prwl <m tkm t* f* H ** 
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he buys ; being forced to an unequal Combat with 
a dexrrpus, and difhoneft Man, in his own Calling. 
Thus our Goods fall under a general Difreputation; 
and the Gentry call for Englijb Cloth, or Silk, from 
an Opinion they have (and often too juftly by our 
own Faults) that the Goodnefi more than makes up 
for the Difference of Price. 

Besides, it hath been the fottifti and ruinous 
Pra£bice of us Tradefmen, upon any great Demand 
of Goods, either at Home or from Abroad, to raife 
the Prices immediately, and manufacture the faki 
Goods more (lightly and fraudulently than before. 

Of this foul and foolifh Proceeding, too many 
Inftances might be produced ; and I cannot forbear 
mentioning one whereby this poor Kingdom hath 
received fuch a fatal Blow in the onfy Article of 
Jrade allowed us of any Importance, that nothing 
but the Succefs of Woof* Projed, could outdo ia 
During the late Plague in France, the Spaniards* 
who buy their Linnen Cloths in that Kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for Fear of Infoftion ; a 
•very great Demand was made here for that Commo- 
dity, and exported to Spain : But, whether by the 
Ignorance of the Merchants, or Difhonefty of the 
Northern Weavers, or the Collufion of both ; the 
Ware was fo bad, and the Price fo exceffive, that 
except fomefmall Quantity, which was fold below 
the prime Coft, the greateft Part was returned back : 
And I have been told by very intelligent Perfons, 
that if we had been fair Dealers, the whole Current 
of the Linnen Trade to Spain would have taken its 
Courfe from hence. 

If any Punifhment were to be infli&ed on Num- 
bers <jf Mcn\iw\y there could none be thought too 

) great 
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great for fuch a Race of Traytors, and Enemies to 
God and their Country ; who for the Prt>fpe£b of a 
little prefent Gain, do not only ruin themfelves, 
(for that alone would be an Example to the reft, 
and a Eleffing to the Nation) but (ell their Souls to 
Hell, and their Country to Deftru&ion: And, if 
the Plague could have been confined only to thefe 
who were Partakers in the Guilt, had it travelled 
hither from Marfeilles, thofe Wretches would have 
died with lefs Title to Pity, than a Highwayman 
going to the Gallows. 

But, it happens very unluckily \ that, for fome 
iime pajl, all Endeavours 6r Propofals from private 
Perfons, to advance the publick Service ; however 
honeftly and innocently deflgned, have been called 
*LYiNG in the Kings Face: And this, to my 
Knpwledge, hath been the Style of fome Perfons $ 
whofe Anceftors, (I mean thofe among them 'Who 
had. any ' and themfelves, have been flying in 
Princes s Faces thefe four Score Years ; and from 
their own Inclinations would do fo ftill, if their In- 
terefl did not lead them rather to fly in the Face of 
a Kingdom ; which hath given them Wings to ena- 
ble them for fuch a Flight. 

Thus, about four Years ago, when a * Difcourfe 
was publiftied, endeavouring to petfuade our People 
to wear their own Woollen Manufaftures, full of 
the moft dutiful Expreffions to the King, and with- 
out the leaft Party Hint; it was termed flying in the 
King s Face ; the Printer was profecuted in the 

Man- 



* € The Author here means 4 preceding D'tfcourfe, tnfttUd % A 
Propofal for the univcifal Vfc of Irijb Manufa&ure*. ' 
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Manner we all remember; (and, I hope, it will 
fo mew here be remembered further) the Jury kept 
• eleven Hours, and fent back nine Times, till they 
were under the Neceffity of leaving the Prifoner to 
the Mercy of the Court, by * fpecialVerditt . The 
* Judge on the Bench invoking God for his Witnefs, 
when he aflerted, that the Author $ Defign was to 
bring in the Pretender. 

And thus alfo, my own poor Endeavours to pre- 
vent the Ruin of my Country, by the Admiffion of 
Wood's Coin, was called by the fame Perfons, flying 
in the Kings Face ; which I direftly deny : For I 
cannot allow that vile Reprefentation of the RoyaJ 
Countenance in William Wood's adulterate Copper, 
to be his facred Majefty's Face; or if it were, my 
flying was not againft the Imprejfion, but the Bafe- 
nefs of the Metal; becaufe I well remembered, that 
the Image which Nebuchadnezer commanded to be 
fet up, for all Men to fall down and worjhip it, was 
not of Copper, but pure Gold. And I am hear- 
tily forry, we have fo few Royal Images of that 
Metal among us ; the Sight whereof, although it 
could hardly encreafe our Veneration for his Maje- 
fly, which is already fo great ; yet would very much 
enliven it with a Mixture of Comfort and Satisfac- 
tion. 

AL E XAND E R the Great, would fuffer no 
Statuary, except Phidias, to carve his Image in 
Stone or Metal. How muft he have treated fuch 
an Operator as Wood, who goes about with Sacks- 

fun 
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fulls of Drofs ; odioufly mifreprefenting his Prince s 
Countenance ; and would force them, by Thoufands, 
upon every one of us, at above fls Times the 
Value. 

But, notwifhftanding all that hath been objefted 
% William Wood himfelf ; together with his Fa- 
vourers, Abettors, Supporters, either publick or pri- 
vate ; by thofe who connive at his Projeft, or dif- 
courage and difcountenance his Oppofers, for fear of 
lefleiting their Favour > or hazarding their Employ- 
ments ; by thofe who endeavour to damp the Spirit 
of the People raifed again ft this Coin ; or check 
the hone ft Zeal of fuch as by their Writings, or 
Difcourfes, do all they can to keep it up : Thofe 
"Softners, Sweetners, Compounders, and Expedient- 
mongers, who pake their Heads fo ftrongly, that 
we can bear their Pockets jingle ; I did ne*v$r ima- 
gine, that in deteding the Praftices of fuch Ene- 
mies to the Kingdom, I was flying in the Kings 
Face ; or thought they were better Repref enters of 
his Majefty, than that very Coin, for which they are 
fecret or open Advocates. 

If I were allowed to recite only thofe Wijbes of 
the-Nation, which may be in our Power to attain; 
•I think' they might be fummed up in rhefe few fol- 
lowing. 

First, That an End might be put to our Ap- 
prehenfions of Wood's Half-pence, and to any Dan- 
ger of the like deftrufthre Scheme for the future. 

Secondly ; That Half-pence raght be coined 
in this Kingdom, by a publick Mint, with due Li- 
mitations. 

Thirdly, That the Senfe of both Houfes of 
Parliament, at leaft of the Houfe of Commons, 

were 
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Were declared by foaie unanimous and hearty 
Votes, againft wearing any Silk or Woollen Manu- 
factures, imported from abroad ; as likewife againft 
wearing Indian Silks or Calicoes, which are forbid- 
den under the higheft Penalties in England: And 
it behoves us, to take Example from fo wife a Na- 
tion ; becaufe we are under a greater -Neceffity to 
do fo, fince we are not allowed to export any 
Woollen Manufaftures of our own ; which is the 
principal Branch of foreign Trade in England. 

Fourthly, That fome effe&ual Methods may 
be taken to civilize the poorer Sort of our Natives, 
in all thofe Parts of this Kingdom where the Irijb 
abound ; by introducing among them our Language 
and Cuftoms ; for want of which they live in the 
urmoft Ignorance, Barbarity and Poverty ; giving 
themfelves wholly up to Idlenefs, NaftyneU, and 
Thievery, to the very great and juft Reproach of 
too many Landlords. And, if I had in me the leaft 
Spirit of a Profeifor, I would engage that this might 
be effefted in a few Years, at a very inconfiderable 
Charge. 

Fifthly, That due Encouragement fliould be 
given to Jfcriculture ; and a Stop put to that perni- 
cious Pra&ice of Graziers, engrofling vaft Quantities 
of Land, fometimes at great Diftance ; whereby the 
Country is extremely depopulated. 

Sixthly, That the Defe&s in thofe A&s for 
planting Forreft Trees, might be fully fupplied, 
fince they have hitherto been wholly ineffe&ual ; 
except about the Demefnes of a few Gentlemen; 
and even there, in general, very unskilfully made, 
and thriving accordingly. Neither hath there yet 
been due Care taken to preferve what is planted, or 

to 
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to inclofe Grounds ; not one Hedge, inaHundtfecfc 
coming to Maturity, for want of Skill andlnduftry. 
The Neglea of coifing Woods cut down, hath 
likewife been of very evil Confequences. And if 
Men were reftrained from that unlimited Liberty of 
eutting down their own Woods before the proper 
Time, as they are in fome other Countries; it 
would be a mighty Benefit to the Kingdom. For, 
I believe, there is not another Example in Europe, 
of fuch a prodigious Quantity of excellent Timber 
cut down, in fo fhort a Time, with fq little Ad- 
vantage to the Country, either in Shipping or 
Building. 

I may add, that abfurd Pra&ice of cutting 
without any Regularity; whereby great Quantities 
of reftorable Land are made utterly defperate, many 
Thoufands of Cattle deftroyed, the Turf more diffi- 
cult to come at, and carry home, and hffs fit for 
burning ; the Air made unwholfome by flagnating 
Pools and Marflies; and the very Sight of fuch 
Places offenfive to thofe who ride by. Neither 
Ihould that odious Cuftom be allowed, of cutting 
Scraws, (as they call them) which is flaying off 
the green Surface of the Ground, to cover thei* 
Cabbins ; or make up their Ditches ; fometimes in 
{hallow Soils, where all is Gravel within a few In- 
ches ; and fometimes in low Ground, with a thin 
Green-Sword, and floughy underneath ; which lafl 
turns all into Bog, by this Milmanagement. And, 
I have heard from very skilful Country-men, that by 
thefe two Prafitices in Turf and Scraws, the King- 
dom lofeth fome Hundreds of Acres of profitable 
Land every Year ; befides the irreparable L06 o£ 
many Skirts of Boggs, which have a green Coat of 

Grafs, 
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Graft, and yet are mangled for Turf ; and, befides 
the Want of Canals, by regular Cutting, which 
would not only be a great Convenience for bringing 
their turf home at an eafy Rare; but likewift 
render even the larger Boggs more dry and fafe, for 
Summer Pafture. 

These, and fome other Speculations of the like 
Kind, I had intended to publifti in a particular Dif- 
courfe againft thisSeffion of Parliament; becaufe, in 
£bme Periods of my Life, I had Opportunity and 
Curiofity to obferve, from what Caufes thofe great 
Errors, in every Brangh of Country Management, 
hav& arifen ; df which I have now ventured to re- 
late but few, out of very many; whereof fome, per- 
haps, would not be mentioned without giving Of- 
fence ; which I have endeavoured, by all poflible 
Means, to avoid. And, for the fame Reafon, I 
Chofe to add here, the little I thought proper to fa$ 
on this Subje£t. 

But, as to the Lands of thofe who axe perpetual 
Jtbfentees % I do not fee any Probability of their be- 
ing ever improved. In former Times, their Ten- 
ants lit at eafy Rents; but for fome Years paft, they 
have been, generally fpeaking, more terribly racked 
by the Dexterity of mercilefs Agents from England 9 
than even thole held under the fevereft Land- 
lords here. I was allured upon the Place, by great 
Numbers of credible People, that a prodigious 
Eftate in the County of Cork, being let upon Lea- 
fes for Lives, and givai Fines paid ; the Rent was 
lb high, that the Tenants begged Leave to furren- 
der their Leafes % and were content to lofe theUt 
Fines. 

x V<n.lV. R The 
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The culrivating and Improvement of Land, h 
certainly a Sub)eft worthy of the higheft Enquiry 
in any Country, but especially in ours ; where we 
are fo ftrangely limited in every Branch of Trade, 
that can be of Advantage to us and utterly deprived 
of thofe, which are of the greateft Importance ; 
whereof I defy the moft learned Man in Europe, to 
produce me an Example from any other Kingdom 
in the World: For, we are denied the Benefits 
which God and Nature intended to us ; as manifeft- 
ly appears by our happy Situation for Commerce, and 
the great Number of our excellent Ports. So that, 
I think, little is left us, betide the cultivating our 
own Soil, encouraging Agriculture, and making 
great Plantations or Trees, that we might not be 
under the Neceffity of fending for Corn and Bark 
from England, and Timber from other Countries, 
This would increafe the Number of our Inhabi- 
tants, and help to confume our natural Produfts, as 
well as Manufaftures at home. And I lhall never 
forget what I once ventured to fay to a great Man 
in England ; That few Politicians, with all thek 
Schemes, are half fo ufeful Members of a Com- 
monwealth, as an honeft Parmer \ who, by skilfully 
draining, fencing, manuring and planting, hath 
increafed the iutrinfick Value of a Piece of 
Land ; and thereby done a perpetual Service to his 
Country ; which it is a great Controverfy, whether 
any of the former ever did, fince the Creation of 
the World ; but no Controverfy at all, that Ninety- 
nine in a Hundred, have done Abundance of Mif- 
chief 

A 
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At the Time when the Coinage of Half -pence hy 
William Wood made moft Noife, fever a I Papers, 
of Humour and Ridicule ran about the Town and 
Kingdom, to ekpbfe that pernicious Projelt ; a- 
mong others \ that which follows ; and is fuppo* 
fed to be written by the Author of the DrapierV 
Letters: We have, therefore, ventured to reprint 
it in its proper Place. 

i 

9 * • • • * * 

;Afull and true Account of the foletnn Proceffion id 
the Gallows, at the Execution of Y/ilUamWood* 
Efquire, and Hardware-mah. 

" — 1 ' 1 1 ■ 

Written in the Year 1724. 

- • -- 

ME Time ago, upoii a Repor* 
fpread, that Wtlltam Wood, Hard- 
Ware-Man, was concealed in his 
]Srother-iri-laVs Houfe Here in Dub- 

/in ; a great Number df People of 

different Conditions, and of both Sexes, crowded 
about the Door, determinate^ bent to take Revenge 
upon him as a Coiner and Counterfeiter. Among 
the Reft, a certain curious Perfori, (landing in a 
Corner, obferved that they all difcovered their Re- 
fentments in the proper Terms and Expreffioh* 
bf their feveral Trades and Callings ; whereof he 
Wrote down as many as he could remember ; ittd 
\vas pleafed to CDmmunicite them to ihe ; witH 
Leate to pnbUfti them, for the Ufe of thofe who 
At any Time hereafter may be at a Lofs for ph>i*t 
Words, whereili to ex^refs their good Pifpofitlohl 
toward* the (aid William JfftA " 
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The Pcopk crfc4 out to have him delivered into 

their Hands * 



Says fte P~ 1— t Man, Exptll him the J&#p. , 
ad. P- 1— t Man, I fecond thatAdetion. 

Til bajie him. 
2d. Cto£. I ll give him his BtUy-full. 
3d. Cook. I'll give him in the Chops. 

4th. Cewwt I'll Sowce him. 
Drunken wan. I ll beat him as long as I can 

Bookfeller. I'll turn over a 2Vtfp £*^f with him. 
Sadler. I'll pummel hint. 
Glazier. I'll make the ftiine through 

nim. 

Grocer. Til Pepper him. 

Groom- HI Q/rry hjs Hide. » 

■JPtibec«ry..J!\\ Pound him. 

2d apothecary. I'll beat him to Mummy. , 

Schoohmafier. Til make him an Example* 

Rabbet-Catcher. Til .Rrrrtf him. 

Paver. I'll Thump him. 

Coiner. Til give him a 

WHIG* Down with him. 

C/p with him. 
yl///fcr. I'll dafti out his Grindtrs. 

Milhr. Dam him. 
Bofit-man. SinkKim. 
Scavenger. Throw him in the &w*/L 
JDj^r. I'll beat him and 
Bqgnio-mav. I'll make the Houfe too hot for him^ 
Whore, Pox rot him, 
2d. fPZwr*. Let me */<Mte with, him. 
3d. Whore. Clap him ujv 

Afujiard- 
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Muftard-Maket. tW have him by the fjbfo. 
Curate. I'll make the Devil cofnt out of hint. 
Popijb Pricft. TWfend him to the Devil 
Dancing-Mdfter. Til teach him* better Math 
ners. 

2 A Dancing-Mafter. I'll ftiafte him cue a Caper 
three Story high. 

Farmer. 1*11 thrajh him. 

I'll fit in his Skirts. 

2d. 'Taylor. Hell 3s too good foi him. 

3d. Taylor. YW pink his Doublet. 

4th. T^/or. I'll make his A— make Buttons. 

Basket-Maker. Ill hamper him. 

Fidlet I'll have him by the Ears. 

2d. Fldler. YW bang him to fome Tune. 

Barber. Ill have him by the Bear d. ; 

2d. Bdrber. YW pull his Whiskers. 

3d. Barber, ill make his /-feir ftand an Elid. 

4th. Barber. Ill r<*to£ his /ifA*. 

Tinker. YW try What Afc*/ he's made o£ 

Cobler. YW make an End of him. 

Tobatconift. Ill make him Smoak. 

id. Tobdccoriift. Ill make him fet up his P/p*/, 

Gold finder. Ill make him AM*. 

Hdckney-Coachmbn. Ill make him know his 
Driver. 

id. Hackney-Coachman. Ill rfritrc him to the 
Devil. 

B/»#A<?r. ID have a of him. 

2d. Butcher. Let us blow hirh up. 

3d. Butcher. My in him. 

Nurfe. YW Swaddle him 

jinabaptift. Well the Rogue in the JW. 

Oftlir. Ill r«6 him 

Shoemaker m 
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Shoemaker. Set him in the Stocks. 
Banker. Ill kick him to H^lf-Crowns. 
2d. Banker. Ill pay him o{E • 
Bowler. I'll have a Rubber with him. 
Gamejler. I'll make his ifofttf rattle. 
Bodice-maker. Ill for* his Sides. 
Gardener. I'll make him w*f*r Plants. 
Ale-wife. Ill rafcw with him. 
Cuckold. I'll make him pull in his ffow. 
Old Woman. I'll mumble him. 
Hangman. 1 11 throttle hiiq. 

But, at laft, the People having received Affu- 
Tances, that William Wood was neither in theHoufe 
nor Kingdom, appointed certain Commiffioners to 
hang him inEffigie ; whereof the whole Ceremony 
and Proceffion, deferve to be tranfinitted to Pofterity. 

FlM*» &e Way v?as cleared by a Detachment 
of the Black-Guards ; with fhort Sticks in their 
Hands, and Cockades of Paper id their Hat* 

Then appeared William Wood, Efq; reprefcnted 
to the Life by an old Piece of carved Timber, ta- 
fcen frojn the Keel of a Ship. Upon his Face, 
which looked very difinal, were fixed, at proper 
Pittance?, feveral Pieces of his own Coin, to de- 
note who he was, and to fignify his Calling, and 
hjis ^rirne. He wore on his Head a Peruke very 
artfully compofed of Four old Mops ; a Halter v 
bout his Neck ferved him for a Cravat His Cloaths 
Were indeed nqt fq neaf and elegant as is ufual with 
JPerfons in his Condition ; which fome cenforious 
People imputed to AfFe&ation ; for he was covered 
wifh a Jarge Rugg of feveral Colours in Patch- 
L Wpri • he was born upon the Shpulders ojf an * 
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He-bodied Porter. In his March by St. Stephen's- 
Green, he often bowed on both Sides, to ftiew his 
Refpe£b to the Company ; his Deportment was 
grave, and his Countenance though fomewhat pen- 
five, was very compofed. 

Behind him followed his Father alone, in a 
long mourning Cloak, with his Hat over his Nofe, 
and a Handkerchief in his left Ha^nd to wipe the 
Tears from his Face. 

Next in Order marched the Executioner bim- 

• * ■ 

f elf in Perfon ; whofe venerable Afpeft drew the 
Eyes of the whole Affembly upon hjm ^ but he was 
further diftinguiftied by a Halter which he bore up- 
on his left Shoulder as the Badge of his Office. 

Then followed two Perfons Hand in Hand ; the 
one reprefenting William Wood's * Brother-in-law ; 
the other a certain Sadler, his intimate Friend, 
whofe Name I forget. Each had a fmall Kettle in 
his Hands, wherein was a reafonable Quantity of 
the new Half-pence. At proper Periods they (hook 
their Kettles, which made amelancholly Sound, like 

, the Ringing of a Knell for their Partner and Con- 
federate. 

After thefe followed feveral Officers, whofe 
Affiftance was neceflary for the more decent Per- 
formance of the great Work in Hand. 

The Proceffion was clofed with an innumerable 
• Crowd of People, who frequently fent out loud 
Huzza's ; which were cenfured by wifer Heads as a 
Mark of Inhumanity, and an ungenerous Triumph 
over the Unfortunate ; without duly confidering 
the various Viciffitudes of human Life. However, 
as it becomes an impartial Hiftorian, I will not 

conceal 

* One Molyncux an hmmgtr* 
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conceal one Obfervation, That Mr. Wood himfelf 
appeared wholly unmoved, without the leaft Alte- 
ration in his Countenance ; only when he came 
within Sight of the fatal Tree, which happened to 
be of the fame Species of Timber with his own 
Pprfon, he feemed to be fome what penfiye. 

At the Place of Execution, he appeared un- 
daunted, nor was feen to ftied a Tear. He made 
no Refiftance, but fubmitted himfelf, with great 
Refignation, to the Hangman, who was, indeed, 
thought to ufe him with too much Roughnefs, nei- 
ther killing him, nor asking him Pardon. His dy- 
ing SPEECH was printed, and deferves to be 
written in Letters of G O L D. Being asked whe- 
ther it were his own true genuine S P E E C H, he 
did not deny it. 

Those of the fbfterSex who attended the Ce- 
remony, lamented that fo comely and well-timbered 
a Man, ftiould come to fo untimely an End. He 
hung but a (hort Time ; for upon feeling his Breaft, 
they found it cold and ftiff. 

It is ftranee to think how this melancholly Spec- 
tacle turned the Hearts of the People to Companion : 
When he was cut down, the Body was carried 
through the whole City to gather Contributions for 
his Wake; and all Sorts of People (hewed theil 
Liberality according as they were able. The Cere- 
mony was performed in an Ale-houfe of Diftinc- 
tion, and in a Manner fuitable to the Qualiry of the 
Deceafed. While the Attendants were difcourling 
about his Funeral, a worthy Member of the Affem- 
bly ftood up, and propofed, that the Body Q*ould 
be carried out next Day, and burned with the 
fame Pomp and Formalities ufed at his Execution ; 

which 
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which would prerent the Malice of his Enemies, 
and all Indignities that might be done to his Re- 
mains. This was agreed to; and about Nine a Clock 
on the following Morning there appeared a Second 
Proceflion. But, Burning not having been any Part 
of the Sentence ; Authority thought fit to interpofe, 
and the Corps was refcued by the Civrl Power. 

W"e hear the Body is not yet interred ; which 
occafions many Speculations. But what is more 
wonderful, it is pofitively aflured by many who pre- 
tend to hagye been Eye-witnenes ; that there does 
not appear theleaft Alteration in any one Lineament 
or Feature of his Countenance, nor vifible Decay 
in his whole Frame, further than what had been 
made by Worms long before his Execution. The 
Solution of which Difficulty, I fhall leave among 
Naturalifts. ' 




# • * 
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State of IRELAND. 



Written in the Year 1727. 




Am ajfured, that it hath, for fome 
Time, been praftifed as a Method of 
making Men's Court, when they are 
asked about the Rate of Lands, the 
Abilities of Tenants, the Stare of 
Trade and Manufafture in this King- 
dom, an4 how their Rents are paid ; to anfwer, 
that in their Neighbourhood, all Things are in a 
flourifhing Condition, the Rent and Purchafe of 
Land every "Day encreafing. And if a Gentleman 
happen to be a little more hncere in his Reprefenta- 
tions ; befides being looked on as not well affefted, 
he is fure to have a Dozen Contradiftors at his El- 
bow. I think it is no Manner of Secret, why 
thefe Queftions are fo cordially asked, or fo oblig- 



ingly anfwered 
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But fince, with regard to the A&to of thii 
Kingdom, I have been ufing all Endeavour* to fub- 
due my Indignation ; to which, indeed, I am nqt 
provoked by any perfonal Iptereft, being not the 
Ownej: of one Spot pf Ground in tH$ whole 
I ftialj only enumerate by Rules generally known, 
and never contradi&ed, what are the true Caufes of 
any Countries flourilhing and growing rich; and 
then examine what Effefts arife from thofe Caufes 
in the Kingdom of falanj. 

The ijrft Qaufe of a Kingdom's thriving, is the 
Fruitfujnefs of the Soil, to produce the Neceflaries 
and Conveniencies of Life ; not only fufficient for 
the Inhabitants, but for Exportation into other 
Countries. 

The Second, is the Induftry of t}ie People, in 
working up all their native Coi?uno^itie?, to the laft 
Degree pf Manufa&ure. 

The Third, is the Conveniency of fafe Ports 
and Havens, to carry out their own Goods, as much 
manufactured, and bring in thofe of others, as lit- 
tle manufaayred, as the Nature of mutual Com- 
merce will allow. 

The Fourth is, that the Natives ftiould, as much 
as poffiblei export and import their Goods in Vef- 
fels of their own Timber, made in their own 
Country. 

The Fifth, is thePriviledge of a free Trade in all 
foreign Countries, wjrich will perjnit tjiem; except 
to thofe yvbp are ip War with their own Prince or 
State. 

The Sixth, is, by being governed only by Laws 
tnade with their own Confent ; for otherwife they 
lire npt a, free People, And therefore, all Appeals 

foe 



Digitized by Google 



152 A Jbort f 1 of tbt 

fbr Juftice, or Applications for Fivotif or Prefer- 
ment, to Another Cdtiritry, are fo manjr grievous 
Impoverilhrhents. 

The Seventh to, by Improveriierit of Land, En- 
couragement bf Agriculture, and thereby encreaflrig 
the Number of their People ; Without which, any 
Country, htfwevef blefled by Mature, muft continue 
poor. 

The Eighth, is the Refidence of (he Prince*, or 
chief Adminiftrator of ths Civil PcJWer. 

The Ninth, is the Concoutfe of Foreigners for 
Edt&a'tioft, Gnflofity,- or Pleafufe ; or is to a gefae- 
ral Mart of Trade. 

" The Terfth, it by difpofing all Offices of Ho- 
nour, Profit, or Truft, only to the Natives, or ±t 
feaft With very few Exceptions; where Strangers 
have long inhabited tht Country, and are fuppofed 
to underftand, and regard thetntereft of it 4s thek 
6Wn. 

Tt?i Eleventh, is When the Rents of Lands, and 
Profits of Ernployrnenti, atd fpent in the Country 
which produced thefri, and nfct irt another; the 
former of which will certainly happen, Where the 
love of out native Country prevails. 

The Tweffth, i* by the puHick RetehneS being 
all fiSent and Employed at home ; except on the Oc- 
cafions of a foreign War. 

The Thirteenth is, whete the People afe not 
6Wrged< unWi they find it for their oWn lntere'ft or 
Conveniericy, to receive" any Monies', except of 
their own Coinage by a publick Mint, aftei the 
Marnier of all cWiHzed Nations. 

The Fourteenth, is a Difpbfitrort of the PtiopB 
of a Country to Wear then* own Mantrfa&ures, arrd 

im- 
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import as few Incitements to Luxury, either in 
Cloaths, Furniture, Food, of Drink, a? they ppflihly 
can live conveniently without. 

There are manv other Caufes of a Neon's 
thriving, which I cannot at prefent recplle#; bus, 
without Advantage frojn at leaft fome of tl)efe:> 
iVfter turning my Thoughts a long Tiinq, I am not 
able to difcovef frpm ufhenpe pur Wealth proceeds, 
and therefore would gladly he better informed. In. 
the mean Time, 1 will here examine what Share, 
falls to Ireland of thefe Caufes, or of the Effefits 
and Confequences. 

It is not my Intention to complain, t>ut barely to 
relate Fafts; and the Matter is not pf fmaU Impor- 
tance. For it is allowed, that a Man who lives in 
a folitary Houfe, far from Help, is not wife in en- 
deavouring to acquire, in the Neighbourhood, the 
Reputation of being rifh; becaufe diQfc who com* * 
for Gold, will go off with Pewter and Brafs, rather 
than return empty : And in the cpmmon Practice of 
the World, thofe who poffefs moft Wealth, make 
the leaft Parade ; which they leave to others, who 
have nothing elfe to bear theps our, in ftiewing their 
Faces on the Exchange. 

As to the firft Caufe of a Nation's Riches, being 
the Fertility of the Soil, as well as Temperature of' 
Qimate, we have no Reafon to complain ; for, al- 
though th$ Quantity of unprofitable Land in this 
Kingdom, reckoning Bogg, and Rock, and bantu'. 
Mountain, be double in Proportion to .what ic is in 
England \ yet th$ native Produ&ions which bo* 
Kingdoms deal in, are very near on Equality in 
Point of Gpodnejs \ and aight, with the fame En- <- 

as well manufaaurcd. I except 
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Mines and Minerals ; in fome of which, howeverj 
we are only defective in Point of Skill and In- 
duftry. 

In the Second, which is the Induilry of the Peo- 
ple ; our Misfortune is not altogether owing to our 
own Fault, but to a Million of Difcouragements. 

TftE Conveniency of Ports and Havens, which 
Nature hath beftowed fo liberally on this Kingdom, 
is of no more Ufe to us, than a beautiful Profjtefit 
to a Man (hut tip in a Dungeon, 

As to Skipping of its own, inland is fo utterly 
unprovided, that of all the excellent Timber cue 
down within thefe Fifty or Sixty Tears ; it can hard- 
ly be faid, that the Nation hath received the Bene- 
fit of one valuable Houfe to dwell in, or one Ship 
to trade with. 

IR E L AND is the only Kingdom I ever heard 
or read of, either in ancient or modern Story, which 
was denied the Liberty of exporting their native 
Commodities and Manufaftures, wherever they 
pleafed ; except to Countries at War with their own 
Prince or State : Yet this Privilege, by flie Superio- 
rity of meer Power, is refufed us, in the moft mo- 
mentous Parts of Commerce ; befides an Aft of Na- 
vigation, to which we never confented, pinned 
down upon us, and rigoroufly executed; and a 
Thoufand other unexampled Ckcumftances, as 
grievous, as they are invidious to mention. To go 
unto the reft. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to obey 
fome Laws we never confented to ; which is a Con- 
dition I muft not call by its true uncontroverted 
Name, for fear of Lprd Chitf Juftice Wbitjbef* 

Ghoti* 
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Ghoft, with his * Libertas & n at ale Solum, writ- 
ten as a Motto on his Coach, as it ftood at the Door 
of the Court, while he was perjuring himfelf to 
betray both. Thus, we are in the Condition of Pa- 
tients, *who have Phyfick fent them by Dodors a 
a Diftance, Strangers to their Conftitution, and the 
Nature of their Difeafe : And thus, we afe forced 
to pay five Hundred pcrCent. to decide our Proper- 
ties ; in all which, we have likewife the Honour to 
be diftinguifhed from the whole Race of Man^ 
kind. 

As to Improvement of Land ; thofe few who at- 
tempt that, or Planting, through Covetoufnefs, or 
Want of Skill, generally leave Things worfe than 
they were ; neither fucceeding in Trees nor Hedges ; 
and by running into the Fancy of Grazing, after 
the Manner of the Scythians, are every Day depo- 
pulating the Country. 

We are fo far from having aKing to refide among 
us, that even the Viceroy is generally abfent four 
Fifths of his Time in the Government. 

No Strangers from other Countries, make this a 
Part of their Travels; where they can expeft to fee 
nothing, but Scenes of Mifery and Defolation. 

Those who have the Misfortune to be born 
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ployment ; to which they are feldom preferred, but 
upon a political Confideration. 

One third Part of the Rents of Ireland, is fpenc 
in England ; which, with the Profit of Employ* 
Cients, Penfions, Appeals, Journie* of Pleafure or 

Health, 
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Health, Education at the Inns of Court, and both 
XJniverfities, Remittances at Pleafure, the Pay of 
all Superior Officers in the Army ;• and other In- 
cidents, will amount to a full half of the Income 
of the whole Kingdom, all clear Profit to Eng- 
land. 

We are denied the Liberty of Coining Gold, 
Silver, or even Copper* In the Ifle of Afatt, they 
coin their own Silver ; every petty Prince, Vaflal 
rp the Emperor, can coin what Money he pleafeth. 
And in this, as in moil of the Articles already men* 
tioned, we are an Exception to all other States 
or Monarchies that were ever known in the . 
[World. 

As to the laft, or Fourteenth Article, we take 
IpecialCare to act diametrically contrary to it in the 
whole Courfe of our Lives. Both Sexes, but es- 
pecially the Women, defpife and abhor to wear 
any of their, own Manufactures, even thofe which 
are better made than in other Countries ; particu- 
larly a Sort of Silk Plad, through which the Work- 
men are fprced to run a Sort of Gold Thread 
that it may pafc for Indian. Even Ale and Potatoes 
are imported from England, as well as Corn : And 
our foreign? Trade is little more than Importation of 
Fxencb Wine.; for which l amitold we pay ready 
Money, 

Now, if all this be true, upon which I could 
eafily enlarge ; I would be glad to know by what fe- 
cret Method, it is, that wegj;ow a rich and flourifii* 
ring People, without Liberty, trade, Mdnufa&ures, 
Inhabitants, Money, or the Privilege of Coming ; 
without Indujlry, Labour, or Improvement of 
imh % and- iyitb more than half the Rent and 

Profits 



Digitized by Google 



State $f IRE I AND. , sjtf 

Profits, of the whole Kingdom, annually exported ; 
for which we receive not a fingle Farthing : And 
to make up all this, nothing worth mentioning, ex- 
cept the Linnen of the North, a Trade cafual, 
corrupted, and at Mercy ; and fome Butter from 
Cork. If we do flourifh, it muft be againft every 
Law of Nature and Reafon ; like the Thorn at 
Glajfenbury, that bloflbms in the Midft of Winter. 

Let the worthy Commijponers who come from 
England, ride round the Kingdom, and obferve 
the Face of Nature, or the Faces of the Natives; 
the Improvement of the Land ; the thriving nume- 
rous Plantations ; the noble Woods ; the Abundance 
and Vicinity of Country-Seats; the commodious 
Farmers Houfes and Barns ; the Towns and Villages, 
"where every Body is bufy, and thriving with all 
Kind of Manufa&ures ; the Shops full of Goods, 
wrought to Perfe&ion, and filled with Cuftomers ; 
the comfortable Diet and Drefs, and Dwellings of 
the People ; the vaft Numbers of Ships in our Har- 
bours and Docks, and Ship-wrights in our Seaport- 
Towns; the Roads crouded with Carriers, laden 
with rich Manufa&ures ; the perpetual Concourfe 
to and fro of pompous Equipages. 

With what Envy, and Admiration, would rhofe 
Gentlemen return from fo delightful a Progrefs? 
What glorious Reports would they make, wheq 
they went back to England} 

But my Heart is too heavy to continue this Iro- 
ny longer ; for it is manifeft, that whatever Stranger 
took fuch a Journey, would be apt to think himielf 
travelling in Lapland, or Z/Iand, rather than in a 
Country fo favoured by Nature as ours, both in 
prmtfulnefs of Soil, and Temperature of Climate. 

yoL.IV. S The 
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The miferable Drefs, and Dyet, and Dwelling of 
the People. The general Defolation in moft Parts 
of the Kingdom. The old Seats of the Nobility 
and Gentry all in Ruins, and no new ones in their 
Stead* The Families of Farmers, who pay great 
Rents, living in Filth and Naftinefs upon Butter- 
milk and Potatoes, without a Shoe or Stocking to 
their Feet ; or a Houfe fo convenient as an Englijb 
Hog-fty, to receive them. Thefe, indeed, may be 
comfortable Sights to an Englijb Spe&ator; who 
comes for a IhortTime, only to learn the Language, 
and returns back to his own Country, whither he 
finds all our Wealth tranfmitted. 

Nofiri mferia magna es. 

There is not one Argument ufed to prove the 
Riches of Ireland which i& not a logical Demon- 
flration of its Poverty. The Rife of our Rents, is 
fqueezed out of the very Blood, and Vitals, and 
Goaths, and Dwellings of the Tenants ; who live 
worfe than Englijb Beggars. The Lownefs of In* 
tereft, in all other Countries a Sign of Wealth, i$ 
in us a Proof of Mifery ; there being no Trade to 
employ any Borrower. Hence, alone, comes the 
Dearnefs of Land, fince the Savers have no other 
Way to lay out their Money. Hence the Dearnefs 
of Neceffaries for Life ; becaufe the Tenants cannot 
afford to pay fuch extravagant Rates for Land, 
(which they muft take, or go a-begging) without 
raifing th* Price of Cattle, and of Corn, although 
themfelves fhould live upon Chaff. Hence our 
encreafe of Buildings in this City ; becaufe Work- 
men have nothing to do, but employ one another ; 

* and 
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and onto Half tff them are infallibly undone. Hence 
the daily Encreafe of Bankers ; who»may be a ne- 
ceflary Evil in a trading Country, but fo ruinous in 
ours; who, for their private Advantage, havcfent 
away all our Silver, and one Third of out Gold ; fo 
that within three Years paft, the running Cafli of 
the Nation, which Was about five Hundred Thou- 
iarid Pounds, is now lefs than two ; and mail daily 
diminifti, unlefs we have Liberty to coin, as well 
as that impbrtant Kingdom the Me of Man; and 
the meaneft Prince irt the German Empite, as I be- 
fore obferved. 

I have fometihies thought, that this Paradox of 
of the Kingdom growing rith, is chieflv owing to 
thofe worthy Gentlemen the BANKER S ; who* 
except fome Cuftbm-houfe Officers* Birds of Pat 
fage, oppreffira thfifty 'Squires, and a few dtheri 
who (hall be namelefs, are the only thriving People 
among u*: And I haVe often wifhed, that a Law 
were ehafted to hang up hdtbbozen Hankers eve- 
ry Year ; and thereby interpofe at leaft fome ftiori 
Delay, to the further Ruin of inland. 

TE are idle, ye are idle, anfwered Phatodb td 
the lfraelites, when they complained to bis Maje- 
fly, that they were forced to make Bricks without 
Straw. 

ENGLAND enjoys every one of thofe Ad- 
vantages for enriching a Nation, which I have 
above enumerated ; and, into the Bargain, a good 
Million returned to them every Year, without La- 
bour or Hazard, or one Farthing Value received on 
our Side. But how long we fhall be able to con- 
tinue the Payment, I am not under the leaft Con- 
fern. One Thing I know, that when the Hen is 

S 2 ftarved 
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fra/ved to Death, there will be no more Golden 

to* ' 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and others may 
call it a fubtil Piece of Malice; that, becaufe there 
may be a Dozen Families in this Town, able to en- 
tertain their Englijb Friends in a generous Manner 
at their Tables ; their Guefts, upon their I$.ef urn t0 
England, (hall report, that we wallow in Riches 
and Luxury. 

Yet, J confefs, I have known an Hofpital, 
where all the Houfhold-Officers grew rich ; while 
the Poor, for whofe Sake it was built, were almoft 
ftarving for want pf Food Raijnent. 

Tp conclude. If Ireland be a rich and flourifh- 
ing Kingdom ; its Wealth and Profperity muft bo 
owing to certain Caufes, that are yet concealed from 
the whole Race of Mankind ; and the Effe&s are 
equally invifible. We need not wonder at Stran- 
ger*, when they deliver fuch'Paradoxes; but a Na- 
tive and Inhabitant of this Kingdom, who gives 
the fame Verdiffc, pwft be either ignorant to Stupi- 
dity; or a Man-pleafer, at the Expence of all Ho- 
nour, Cpnfcience, and Truth. 
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Received a Pap$f from you, whereret 
you are, printed without , any Name 
of Author or Printer ; and fent, I fup* 
pofe, to me among others, without a* 
ny particular piftindion. , It contiins 
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Schemes of making it cheaper, which I cannot ap- 
prove of. 

But pray permit me, before I go further, to give 
you a Ihort Hiftory of the Steps, by which we ar- 
rived at this hopeful Situation. 

It was indeed the ihameful Pra&ice of too 
many Irijb Farmers, to wear out their Ground with 
Plowing ; while, either • through Poverty, Lazi- 
nefa, or Ignorance, th$y neither took Care to ma- 
nure it as tfyey ought ; nor gave Time to any Part 
of the Land to recover irfelf : And when their Lea- 
fes are near expiring, being affured that their Land- 
lords would dot renew, they Ploughed even the 
Meadows, and made fuch a Havock, that many 
Landlords weije conquerable Sufferers by it. 

This gave Birth to that abominable Race of Gra- 
aiers, who, upon Eviration of the Farmers Leafes, 
were ready to engrofs great Quantities of Land ; and 
the Gentlemen having been before, often ill paid, 
and their Land worn out of Heart, were too ea- 
fily tempted, when a. rich Gra2ier made him an 
Offer to take all his Land, and give him Security 
for Payment. Thus, a vaft Traft of Land, where 
Twenty or Thirty Farmers lived together, with 
their Cottagerjs, and Labourer? in their feveral Cab- 
bins, became all defolate, and eaffly managed by one 
or two Herdfmen, and their Boys ; whereby the 
Mafter-Grazier, with little Trouble, feized to him- 
felf the Livelyhood of a Hundred People. 

It muft be confeffed, that the Farmers were 
juftly puniftied for their Knavery, Brutality, and 
Folly. But neither are the 'Squires and Landlords 
to be excufed ; for to them is owing the depopula- 
ring of the Country, the vaft Number of Beggars 

and 
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and ehe Ruin of thofe few lorry Improvements we 
had. 

Th a r Farmers fhould be limited in Ploughing, is 
very reafonable, and pra&iced in 'England \ and 
might have eafily been done here, by penal Clau- 
fes in their Leafes : But to deprive them, in a man- 
ner, altogether from Tilling their Lands, was a moft 
ftupid Want of Thinking. 

Had the Farmers been confined to plough % 
certain Quantity of Land, with a Penalty of Ten . 
Pounds an Acre, for whatever they exceeded ; and 
farther limited for the Three or Foua laft Yean of 
their Leafes ; all this Evil had been prevented ; the 
Nation would have (aved a Million of Money ; 
and been more populous by above Two Hundred 
Tboufand Souls. 

For a People denied the Benefit of Trade, to 
manage their Lands in fuch a Manner, as to pro- 
duce nothing but what they are forbidden to trade 
with ; or, only fuch Things as they can neither 
export, nor manufacture, to Advantage ; is an Ab- 
furdity, that a wild Indian would be afhamed of ; 
efpecially when we add, that we are content to pur* 
chafe this hopeful Commerce, by fending to foreign 
Markets for our Daily Bread 

The Graziers Employment is to feed great 
Flocks of Sheep, or Black Cattle, or both. With 
Regard to Sheep ; as Folly is ufually accompanied 
with Perverfenefs, fb it is here. There is fome- 
thing fo monftrous to deal in a Commodity, (furthef 
than for our own XJk) which we are not allowed 
to export manufa&ured, nor even un-manufafture^ 
but to one certain Country, and only to fome few 
Ports in that Country ; there is, I (ay, fomcthing 
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o fottifli, that it wants a Name, in our Language, 
to exprefs it by And, the Good of it is, that the 
more Sheep we have, the fewer human Creatures 
are left to wear the Wool, or eat the Flejh. Ajax 
was mad when he miftook a Flock of Sheep for his 
Enemies : But we fhall never be fober^ unril we 
have the fame Way of Thinking. 

The other Part of the Grazier s Bufinefs is, what 
we call Black-Cattle ; producing Hides, Tallow, 
and Beef for Exportation. All which, are good and 
ufeful Commodities, if riehtly managed. But it 
feems, the greatett Part of the Hides are fent out 
raw, for want of Bark to Tan them ; and that Want 
will daily grow ftronger ; For, I doubt, the new 
Projeft of Tanning without it, is at an End. Our 
Beef, I am afraid, ftill continues fcandalous in fo- 
reign Markets, for the old Reafons. But, our Tal- 
low, for any Thing 1 know, may be good. How- 
ever, to beftow the whole Kingdom on Beef and 
Mutton, and thereby drive out half the People who 
fhould eat their Share, and force the reft to fend 
fometimes as far as Egypt, for Bread to eat with it ; 
is a moft peculiar and diftinguiflied Piece of pub- 
lick Oeconomy ; of which I have no Comprehen- 
fion. 

I know very well, that our Anceflors, the 
Scythians, and their Pofterity our liinfmcn the 
Tartars, lived upon the Blood and Milk, and raw 
Flefh of their Cattle ; without orte Grain of Corn ; 
but I coniefs my felf fo degenerate, that I am nofc 
tafy without Bread to my Viftuals. 

What amazed me for a Week or two, was to 
fee, in this prodigious Plenty of Cattle, and Dearth. 

of human Creatures, and Want of Bread, as well 

■ — - * 
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as Money to buy it ; that all Kind of Fle/b-mcdt 
ftiould be monftroufly dear, beyond what was ever 
known in this Kingdom. I thought it a Defeft in 
the Laws ; that there was not forae Regulation in 
the Price of Flejb, as well as Bread : But I ima- 
gine my felf to have gueffed out the Reafon. In 
fhort, I am apt to think, that the whole Kingdom 
is over-ftocked with Cattle, both Black and White : 
And, as it is obferved, that the poor Irijb have a 
Vanity, to be rather Owners of two lean Cows, 
than one Fat, although with double the Charge of 
Grazing, and but half the Quantity of Milk ; fo I 
conceive it much more difficult, at prefent, to find 
a fat Bullock, or Weather, than it would be, if 
half of both were fairly knocked on the Head 2 
For, I am affured, that the Diftrift in the feveral 
Markets, called Carrion-Row, is as reafonable as the 
Poor can defire ; only the Circumftance of Money 
to purchafe it ; and of trade, or Labour, to pur- 
chafe that Money ; are, indeed, wholly wanting. 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, 
and your Memorial. 

A hundred thoufand Barrels of Wheat, you 
fay, fhould be imported hither ; and Ten thoufand 
Pounds, Premium, to the Importers. Have you 
looked into the Purfe of the Nation ? I am no 
Commiffioner of the Treafury ; but, am well affured, 
. that the whole running Cap, would not fupply you 
with a Sum to purchafe fo much Corn ; which, on- 
ly at Twenty Shillings a Barrel, will be a Hundred 
thoufand Pounds ; and Ten thoufand more for the 
Premiums. But you will traffick for your Corn 
with other Goods : And where are thofe Goods ? 
if you had them, they are all engaged to pay the 

Rents 
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Rents of JbfenUes, and other Occasions in London % 
befcles a huge Ballance of Trade this Year againffc 
us. Will Foreigners taka our Bankers Paper? I 
fuppofe, they will value it at little more than fo 
much a Quite. Where are thefe rich Farmers and 
Ingrojfers of Corm, in fo bad a Year, and fo little 
Sowing? 

You are in Pain; of two Shillings Premium, and 
forget the Twenty Shillings for the Price ; find me 
out the latter, and I will engage for the former. 

Your Scheme for a Tax for railing fuch a Sum, 
is all vifionary ; and owing to a great want of Know- 
ledge in the mtferable State or this Nation. Tea. 
Coffee, Sugar, Spices, Wine, and foreign Cloatbx 9 
are the Particulars you mention, upon which this 
Tax ftiould be raifed. I will allow the two firft ; 
becaufe they are unwholfome ; and the laft, be- 
caufe I ftiould be glad if they were all burned ; but 
I beg you will leave us our Wine, to make us a 
while forget our Mifery ; or give your Tenants leave 
to plough for Barky. But I will tell you a Secret f 
which I learned many Years ago from the Commif- 
fiont/s of the Cufioms in London : They faid, when 
any Commodity appeared to be taxed above a mode- 
rate Rate, the Confequence was to leflen that 
Branch of the Revenue by one Half ; and one of 
thofe Gentlemen pleafantly told me, that the Mi- 
flake of Parliaments, on fuch Occafions, was owing 
to an Error of computing Two and Two to make 
Four ; whereas, in the Bufinefs of laying heavy Im- 
pojitions, Two and Two never made more than 
One; which happens by leflening the Import, and 
the ftrong Temptation of running fuch Goods as 
paid high Duties. At lcaft in this Kingdom, 

although 
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although the Women are as vain and exttavagant as 
their Lovers, or their Husbands can deferve ; and 
the Men are fond enough of Wine ; yet the Num- 
ber of both, who can afford fuch Expences, is fo 
£mall, that the majorPart muft refufe gratifying them- 
feives ; and the Duties will rather be leflened than 
iflcreafed. But, allowing no Force in this Argu- 
ment ; yet fo preternatural a Sum, as one Hundred 
and ten Thoufand Pounds, raifed all on a fudden, 
(for there is no dallying with Hunger) is juft in 
Proportion with railing a Million and a half in Eng- 
land-, which, as Things now ftand, would proba- 
bly bring that opulent Kingdom under fome Diffi- 
culties. 

You are concerned, how ftrange* and furprizing 
it would be in foreign Parts, to hear that the Poor 
were ftarving in a rich Country, &c. Are you in 
earned? Is Ireland the rich Country you mean? 
Or are you infulting our Poverty ? Were you ever 
out of Ireland? Or were you ever in it till of late ? 
You may probably have a good Employment, and 
are faving all you can, to purchafe a good Eftate in 
England. But by talking fo familiarly of one Hun- 
dred and ten Thoufand Pounds, by a Tax upon a 
few Commodities; it is plain, you are either natural- 
ly or affededly ignorant of our prefent Condition ; 
or elle you would know and allow, that fuch a 
Surn is not to be raifed here, without a general Ex- 
cife ; fince, in Proportion to our Wealth, we pay 
already in faxes more than England ever did, in 
the Heighth of the War. And when you have 
brought over your Corn, who will be the Buyers? 
Moft certainly, not the Poor, who will not be ahh 

to purchafe the Twentieth Part of it. 

Sir, 
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Sir, upon the whole* your Paper is a very crude 
Piece, liable to more Objections than there are 
Lines ; bur, 1 think, your Meaning is good, and £b 
far you are pardonable. 

If you will propofe a general Contribution, in 
fupporting the Poor in Potatoes and Batter-milk* till 
the new Corn comes in, perhaps you may fuccee*/ 
better ; becaufe the Thing, at leaft, is poffible r 
And, I think, if our Brethren in England would 
contribute, upon this Emergency, out of the Mil- 
lipn they gain from us every Year, they would do a 
Piece of Juftice as well as Charity. In the mean 
Time, go and preach to your own Tenants, to fall 
to the Plough as faft as they can ; and prevail with 
your neighbouring 'Squires to do the fame with 
theirs ; or ette die with the Guilt of having driven 
away half the Inhabitants, and ftarving the reft. 
For as to your Scheme of raifing one Hiindred and 
ten Tboufand Pounds, it is as vain as that of Rabd- 
lais ; which was to fqueeze out Wind from the Pd- 
fteriors of a dead Afs. 

But, why all this Concern for thePoojr ? We 
want them not, as the Country is ; now managed • 
they may follow Thoufands of their Leaders, and 
feek their Bread abroad. Where the Plough has no 
Work, one Family can do the Bufinefs of Fifty, 
and you may fend away the other Forty-nine. An 
admirable Piece of Husbandry, never known or 
pradifed by the wifeft Nations; who erronebufty 
thought People to be the Riches of a Country. 

If fo wretched a State of Things would allow if, 
rnethinks I could have a malicious Pleafure, after all 
the Warning I have in vain given the Publick, at 
my own Peril, for feveral Years pall; to fee tjie 

Con- 
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Confcquenccs and Events anfwering in every Parti- 
cular. I pretend to no Sagacity : What I writ was 
Jittle more than what I had difcourfed to feveral 
Perfons, who were generally of my Opinion : And 
it was obvious to every common Underftanding, 
that fuch EfFe&s muft needs follow from fuch 
Caufes. A fair Iflue of Things, begun upon Party 
Jlage, while fome facrificed the Publick to Fury, 
and others to Ambition! While a Spirit of Faction 
and Oppreflion reigned in every Part of the Coun- 
try; where Gentlemen, inftead of confulting the 
Eafe of thejr Tenants, or cultivating their Lands, 
were worrying one another, upon Points of Whig 
and Tory, of Ifigb Church and Lovp Church ; which 
no more concerned them, than the long and famous 
Controverfy of Strops for Razors : While Agricul- 
ture was wholly difcouraged, and confequently half 
the Farmers, and Labourers, and poorer Tradefmen, 
forced to Beggary or Banifliment : Wifdom crieth 
in the Streets ; becaufe I have called on ye ; I have 
Jlretcbed out my Hand, and no Man regarded. But 
ye have fet at nought all my Counfels, and would 
none of my Reproof I alfo will laugh at your Cala- 
mity* mock when your Fear cometh. 

I ha ye now done with your Memorial, and free- 
ly excufe your Miftakes, fince you appear to write 
as a Stranger, and as of a Country which is left at 
Liberty to enjoy the Benefits of Nature; and to 
make the beft of thofe Advantages which God 
hath given it in Soil, Climate, and Situation. 

But having lately fent out a Paper , en- 
titled» A port View of the State of Ireland ; and 
hearing of an Objection, that fome People think I 
have treated the Memory of the late Lord Chief 

Juftice 
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Juftice Wbitjhed, with an Appearance of Severity. 
Since I may not probably have another Opportunity 
of explaining my felf in that Particular, I chufe to 
do it here : Laying it therefore down fdr a Poftula- 
tum ; which, I fuppofe, will be univerfaUy granted ; 
That no little Creature, of fo mean a Birth and 
Genius, had ever the Honour to be a greater Enemy 
to his Country, and to all Kinds of Virtue, than 
HE. I anfwer thus ; whether there be two different 
Goddeffes called Fame* as fome Authors contend, 
or only one Goddefs, founding two different Trum- 
pets; it is certain, that People cUftinguiftied for 
their Villainy, have as good a Title for a Blaft from 
the proper Trumpet, as thofe who ate moft renown- 
ed for their Virtues, have from the other ; and have 
equal Reafon to complain, if it be refufed them. 
And accordingly, the Names of the moft celebrated 
Profligates, have been faithfully tranfmirted down 
to Pofterity. And although the Perfon here un* 
derftood, afted his Part in an obfcure Corner of 
the World ; yet his Talent* might have fhone with 
Luftre enough in the nobleft Scene. 

As to my naming a Perfon Dead, the' plain ho- 
neft Reafon is the beft. He was armed with Pow- 
er, Guilt, and Will to doMifchief, even where he 
was not provoked ; as appeared by his profecurrng 
two Printers, one to Death, and both to Ruin, 
who had neither offended God, nor the King, nor 
Him, nor the Publick. 

What an Encouragement to Vice is this? If an 
ill Man be alive, and in Power, we dare not at- 
tack him ; and if he be weary of the World, or of 
his own Villainies, he has nothing to do but die, 
and then his Reputation is fafe. For, thefe excel- 
lent 



■ 



Digitized by Google 



An Answek to a Memorial, $$c. 271 

lent Cafuifts know juft Latin enough, to have heard 
a moft foolifti frecept, that de nwrtuis nil nt/t bo- 
mm ; fo that if Socrates, and Anytus his Accufer, 
had happened to die together,' the Charity of Survi- 
vers muft either have obliged them to hold their 
Peace, or to fix the fame Chara&er on both. The 
only Crime of charging the Dead, is when the leaft 
Doubt remains, whether the Accufation be true; 
but when Men are openly abandoned, and loft to 
all Shame, they have no Reafon to think it hard, 
if their Memory be reproached. Whoever reports, 
or otherwife publiftieth any Thing, which it is 
pofEble may be falfe, that Man is a Slanderer, Hie 
riiger eft y hunc tu Romane caveto. Even the leaft 
Mifreprefentation, or Aggravation of Fads, deferves 
the fame Cenfure in fome Degree : But in this Cafe 
I am quite deceived, if my Error hath not been on 
the Side of Extenuation. 

I have now prefent before me, the Idea of fome 
Perfons, (I know not in what Part of the World) 
who fpend every Moment of their Lives, and eve- 
ry Turn of their Thoughts while they are awake, 
(and probably of their Dreams while they fleep) in 
the moft deteftable Afitions and Defigns ; who day- 
light in Mif chief, Scandal, and Obloquy, with the 
Hatred and Contempt of all Mankind againft them ; 
but chiefly of thofe among their own Parry, and < 
their own Family; fuch, whofe odious Qualities 
rival each other for Perfe&ion : Avarice, Brutality, 
Fait ion, Pride, Malice, Treachery, Noife, Impu- 
dence, Dulnefs, Ignorance , Vanity, and Revenge , 
contending every Moment for Superiority in their 
Breafts. Such Creatures are not to be reformed ; 

• \ nel- 
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neither is if Prudence, or Safety to attempt a Refor- 
mation. Yet, although their Memories will rot % 
there may be fome Benefit for their Survivers, to. 
finell it while it is rotting. 



I am, SI R, 



Tour bumble Servant. 



Dublin, Msrcb 
ajeh, 1728. 



A. B, 
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PROPOSAL 



FOR 



Preventing the Children of poor People 
in Ireland, from being a Burden to 
their Parents or Country j and for 
making them beneficial to the Pub* 
UcL 



Written in the Year 1729. 



T is a melancholly Objeft to thofev 
who walk through this greatTo wn f 
or travel in the Country ; when 
they fee the Streets, the Roads % and 
Cabbins-doors crowded with Beg* 
gars of the Female Sex, followed 
by three, four, or fix Children, all in Rags, and 
importuning every Paffenger for an Alms. Thefe 
Mothers, hiftead of being able to work for their ho- 
neft Lively hood, are forced to employ all their Time 
Vol. IV. T in 
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in ftrolingto beg Suftenancefor their helplefs Infants; 
who, as they grow up, either turn Thieves for want 
of Work ; or leave their dear Native Country* to 
fight for the Pretender in Spain ; or fell themfelvei 
to the Barbadoes. 

I think it is agreed by all Parries, that this pro- 
digious Number of Children in the Arms, or on the 
Backs, or at the Heels of their Mothers, and fre- 
quently of their Fathers, is in the prefent deplora- 
ble State of the Kingdom, a very great additional 
Grievance ; and therefore, whoever could find out 
a fair, cheap, and eafy Method of making thefe 
Children found and ufeful Members of the Com- 
monwealth ; would deferve fo well of tht Publick, 
as to have his Statue fet up for a Preferver of the 
Nation. 

But my Intention is very far from being confined 
Co provide only for the Children of profejfed Beg- 
gars : It is of a much greater Extent, and fhail take 
in the whole Number of Infants at a certain Age, 
who are born of Parents, in effeft as little able to> 
fupport them, as thofe who demand our Charity in 
the Streets. 

As ro ray own Part, having turned my Thoughts 
for many Years, upon this important Subje& ; and 
maturely weighed the feverat Schemes of other Pro- 
jeSors, I have always found them grofly miftaken 
in their Computation. It is true, a Child juft dropt 
from its Dam, may be fupported by her Milk, for 
a Solar Year with little other NourifhmenD; at molt 
not above the Value of two Shillings ; which the 
Mother may certainly get, or the Value in Scraps, 
by her lawful Occupation of Begging ; And, it is 

exa&ly 
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<exa£fcly at one Year old, that I propofe to provide 
for them in ftch a Manner, as, inftead of being a 
Charge upon theit Parents, or the Parijb, or want- 
ing Food and Raiment for the reft of th?ir Lives ; rhey 
fliall, on the contrary* contribute to the Feeding* 
and partly to the Cloathing, of many Th oufands. 

t T^£Rh is likewife another great Advantage in 
my Scheme, 'that it will prevent thofe win at try 
Abortions, and that; horrid Praftice of Women mur- 
dering their Baftard Children ; alas ! too frequent 
among us ; facrificing the poor innocent Babes, I 
doubt, more to avoid the Expence than the Shame ; 
>vhich would move Tears and Pity in the moft Sa-j 
vage and inhuman Breafi 

The Number of Souls in Ireland being ufually 
reckoned one Million arid a half; of thefe I calculate 
there may be about Two Hundred Thoufand Cou- 
ple whofe Wives are Breeders ; from which Number 
I fubllrad thirty thoufand Couples, who are abld to 
maintain their own Children ; although I apprehend 
there cannot be fo many, under the prefent Diftref- 
fes of the Kingdom \ but this being granted, there 
will remain an Hundred and Seventy Thoafaiid 
Breeders. I again fubftraft Fifty Thoufand, for 
N thofe Women who. mLfcarry, or whofe, Children 
Idie by , Accident, or Difeafe, within the Year. , Thefe 
only remain an Hundred and Twenty Thoufand 
Children of poor Parents, annually bom :. The Qiie- 
ftion therefore is, How this Number fliall be rear- 
ed, and provided for ? Which, as I have already 
faid, Under the prefent Situation of Affairs, is ut- 
terly impoffible, by all the Methods hitherto pro- 
pbfed : For we can neither employ them in Handi- 
craft Or Atr iwlton 5 » we neither build Hotifes* 

$1 & 
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(I mean in the Country) nor cultivate Land : They 
can very feldom pick up a Livelyhood by Stealing 
until they arrive at fix Years old ; except where 
they are of towardly Parts ; although, I confefs, 
they learn the Rudiments much earlier ; during 
which Time, they can, however, be properly look- 
ed upon only as Probationers ; as I have been in- 
formed by a principal Gentleman in the County of 
Cavan, who protefted to me, that he never knew 
above one or two Inftances under the Age of fix, 
even in a Part of the Kingdom fo renowned for the 
quickeft Proficiency in that A t. 

I am allured by our Merchants, that a Boy or 
a Girl before twelve Years old, is no faleable Com- 
modity ; and even when they come to this Age, they 
will not yield above Three Pounds, or Three Pounds 
and half a Crown at moil, on the Exchange ; which 
cannot turn to Account either to the Parents or 
Kingdom ; the Charge of Nutriment and Rags, hav- 
ing been at leaft four Times that Value. 

I shall now therefore humbly propofemyown 
Thoughts ; which I hope will not be liable to the 
leaft Objedion. 

I have been afliired by a very knowing Amcri* 
can of my Acquaintance in London ; that a young 
healthy Child, well nurfed, is, at a Year old, a moil 
delicious, nourishing, and wholefome Food ; whe- 
ther Stewed, Roafted, Baked, or Boiled ; and, I 
make no doubt, that it will equally ferve in a Fri~ 
cafiej ox Ragouft. 

I do therefore humbly offer it to publick Confi- 
deration, that of the Hundred and Twenty thoufand 
Children, already computed, Twenty thoufand may 
be wferved tor Breed ; whereof only one Fourth 
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Part to be Males ; which is more than we allow to 
Sheep, black Cattle, or Swine ; and my Reafon is, 
that thefr Children are feldom the Fruirs of Mar- 
riage, a Circumftance not much regarded by our Sa- 
vages ; therefore, one Mah^ will be fufficient to 
ferre four Females. That the remaining Hundred 
thoufand, may, at a Year old, be offered in Sale to 
the Perfons of Quality and Fortune, through the 
Kingdom ; always advifing the Mother to let them 
fuck plentifully in the laft Month, fo as to render 
them plump, and fat for a good Table. A Child 
will make two Dirties at an Entertainment for 
Friends ; and when the Family dines alone, the fore 
or hind Quarter will make a reafonable Difh ; and 
feafoned with a little Pepper or Salt, will be very 
, good Boiled on the fourth Day, efpecially in Winter. 

I have reckoned upon a Medium, that a Child 
juft born will weigh Twelve Pounds ; and in a fo- 
lar Year, if tolerably nurfed, encreafeth to twenty 
eight Pounds. 

I Grant this Food will be fomewhat dear, and 
therefore very proper for Landlords ; who, as they 
have already devoured moft of the Parents, feem 
to have the beft Title to the Children. 

Infants Flefti will be in Seafon throughout 
the Year ; but more plentiful in March, and a little 
before and after : For we are told by a grave * Author, 
an eminent French Phyfician, that Fijh being a pro* 
lifick Dyet, there are more Children born in Roman 
Catholick Countries about Nine Months after Lent 9 
than at any other Seafon : Therefore reckoning a 
Year after Lent, the Markets will be more glutted 
than ofual ; becaufe the Number of Popijb Infants. 

l *> 

* Rabelais. 
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\%, at leaft, three to one in this Kingdom ; and there- 
fore it will have one other Collateral Advantage, by 
leflening the Number of Papifls among us. 

I have already computed the Charge of nurfing 
a Beggar's Child (in which Lift I reckon all Cotta- 
gers, Labourers, and Four fifths of the Farmers) 
to bo about two Shillings per Annum, Rags in- 
cluded ; and I believe, nd Gentleman would repine 
ro give Ten Shillings for the Car cafe of a good fat 
Child ; which, aslhavefaid, will make four Di fli- 
es of excellent nutritive Meat, when he hath only 
fome particular Friend, or his own Family, to dine 
with him. Thus the Squire will learn to be a good 
Landlord, and grow popular among his Tenants; 
the Mother will have Eight Shillings net Profit, 
and be fit for Work until (he produceth another 
Child. 

Those who are more thrifty (as I muft confefs 
the 1 "Ones require) may flay the Carcafe ; the Skin 
of which, artificially dreffed, will make admirable 
Gloves for Ladies, and Summer Boots for fine Gen- 
tlemeH. 

As to our City of Dublin ; Shambles may be 
appointed for this Purpofe, in the moft conve- ; 
nient Parts of it; and Butchers we may be aflured 
will not be wanting ; although I rather recommend 
buying the Children alive, and dreffing them hot 
from the Knife, as we do roafting Pigs. 

A very worthy Perlbn, a true Lover of his 
Country, and whole Virtues I highly efteem, was 
lately pleafed, in difcourfing on this Matter, to 
offer a Refinement upon my Scheme. He faid, 
that many Gentlemen of this Kingdom, having of 
late dellxoyed their Deer ; he conceived, that the 

Want 
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Want of Venifon might be well fupplied by th 
Bodies of young Lads and Maidens, not exceeding 
fourteen Years of Age, nor under twelve ; fo great 
a Number of both Sexes in every County being 
now ready to ftarve, for Want of Work and Ser- 
vice : And thefe to be difpofed of by their Pa- 
rents, if alive, or otherwife by their neareft Rela- 
tions. But with due Deference to fo excellent a 
Friend, and fo deferving a Patriot, I cannot be al- 
together in his Sentiments. For as to the Males, my 
American Acquaintance affured me from frequent 
Experience, that their Flefh was generally tough 
and lean, like that of our School-boys, by conti- 
nual Exerqife ; and their Tafte difagreeable ; and 
to fatten therri would not anfwer the Charge. 
Then, as to the Females, it would, I think, with 
humble Submiflion, be aLofs to the Publick, becaufe 
they foon would become Breeders themfelves : And 
befides it is not improbable, that fome fcrupulous 
People might be apt to cenfure fuch a Pra&ice 
(although indeed very linjuftly) as a little border- 
ing upon Cruelty; which, Iconfef$, hath always 
been with me the ftrongeft Objection againft any 
Projeft, how well foeyer intended. 

But in order to juftify my Friend ; he confeffed, 
that this Expedient was put into his Head by the 
famous Salmanaazor, a Native of the Ifland fomo- 
fa, who came from thence to London, above twenty 
Years ago, and in Converfation told my Friend, that 
in his Country, when any young Perfon happened 
to be put to Death, the Executioner fold the Car* 
cafe to Perfons of Quality, as a prime Dainty ; and 
that, in his Time, the Body of a plump G\v\ of 
fifteen, who was crucified for an Attempt to poi- 

fon 
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fon the Emperor, was fold to his Imperial Majeflys 
prime Mini ft er of Stats, and other great Manda- 
rines of the Court, in Joints from the Gibbet , at 
fbur hundred Crowns. Neither indeed can I de- 
ny, that if the fame XJfe were made of feveral 
plump young Girls in this Town, who, without 
one fingle Groat to their Fortunes, cannot ftir A- 
broad without a Chair, and appear at a Play boufa 
and Affemblies in foreign Fineries, which they ne- 
ver will pay for ; the Kingdom would not be the 
worfe. 

Some Perfons of a defponding Spirit are in great 
Concern about that vaft Number of poor People, 
who are Aged, Difeafed, or Maimed ; and I have 
been defiredto employ my Thoughts what Courfe 
may be taken, to eafe the Nation of fo grievous an 
Incumbrance. But I am not in the leaft Pain upon 
that Matter ; becaufe it is Very well known, that 
they are every Day dying , and rotting* by Cold and 
Famine* and Filth* and Vermin* as faft as can be 
reafonably expe&ed. And as to the younger La- 
bourers, they are now in almoft as hopeful a Condi- 
tion : They cannot get Work, and confequently 
pine away for Want ot Nourifhment, to a Degree, 
that if at any Time they are accidentally hired to 
common Labour, they have not Strength to perform 
it ; and thus the Country, and themfelves, are inja 
fair Way of being foon delivered from the Evils to 
come. 

I have too long digreffed ; and therefore (hall 
return to my Subjeft. I think the Advantages by 
the Propolal which I have made, are obvious, and 
many, as well as of the higheft Importance. 

For, 
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For, Firjt , as I have already obferved, it would 
greatly Jeffea the Numher of Papifts, with whom 
we are yearly over-run p being the principal Breed* 
crs of the Nation,- a$ well as our moft dangerous 
Enemies; and who ftay at home on Purpofe, with 
a Defign to deliver the Kingdom to the Pretender ; 
hoping eo take their Advantage by the Abfence of 
fo many good Prot eft ants, who have chofen rather 
to leave their Country, than ftay at home, and pay 
Tithes againft their Confcience, to an idolatrous 
Epifcopal Curate. 

Secondly, The poorer Tenants will have fome- 
thing valuable of their own ; which, by Law, may 
be made liable to Diftrefs, and help to pay their 
Landlord's Rent ; their Corn and Cattle being al- 
ready feized, and Money a Thing unknown. 

Thirdly, Whereas the Maintenance of an 
Hundred Thoufand Children, from two Years old, 
and upwards, cannot be computed at Jefs than ten 
Shillings a Piece per Annum, the Nation's Stock will 
be thereby encreafed Fifty Thoufand Pounds per 
Annum ; befides the Profit of a new Difti, introdu- 
ced to the Tables of all Gentlemen of Fortune in the 
Kingdom, who have any Refinement in Tafte ; 
tnd the Money will circulate among our felves, the 
Goods being entirely of our own Growth and Ma- 
nufacture. 

Fourthly, The conftant Breeders, befides the 
Gain of Eight Shillings Sterling per Annum, by the 
Sale of their Children, will be rid of the Charge of 
maintaining them after the firft Tear. 

Fifthly, This Food would likewife bring great 
Cuftom to Taverns, where the Vintners will certain- 
ly be fo prudent, as to procure the beft Receipts 

fo 
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for drelfing it to Perfc&ion ; and confequcntly, have 
their Houlcs Frequented by all the fine Gentlemen, 
who juftly value themfelves upon their Knowledge 
in good Eating; and a skilful Cook, who under- 
ftands how to oblige his Guefts, will contrive to 
make it as expenfive as they pleafe. 

Sixthly, This would be a great Inducement to 
Marriage, which all wife Nations have either en- 
couraged by Rewards, or enforced by Laws and Pe- 
nalties. It would encreafe the Care and Tendernefe 
of Mothers towards their Children, when they were 
fure of a Settlement for Life, to the poor Babes, 
provided in fome Sort by the Publick, to their an- 
nual Profit inftead of Expence. We ftiould foon fee 
an honeft Emulation among the married Women, 
which of them could bring the fatteft Child to the 
Market. Men would become as fond of their 
Wives, during the Tjme of their Pregnancy, as 
rhey are now of their Mares in Foal, their Cows in 
Calf, or Sows when they are ready to farrow ; nor 
offer to beat or kick them, (as it is too, frequent a 
Pra&ice) for fear of a Mifcarriage. 

Many other Advantages might be enumerated. 
Forlnftance, the Addition of fome Thoufand Car- 
cafles in our Exportation of barrelled Beef: The 
Propagation of Swines Fkjh % and Improvement in 
the Art of making good Bacon ; fo much wanted 
among us by the great Deftru&ion of Pigs, too fre- 
quent at our Tables, and are no way comparable 
in Tafte, or Magnificence, to a well-grown fat 
yearly Child; which, roaftcd whole, will make a 
confiderable Figure at a Lord Mayor's Feajf 9 or 
any other publick Entertainment. But this, and 
many others,' I omit ; being ftudious of Brevity. 

Sup: 
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Supposing that one Thoufand Families in this 
City, would be conftant Cuftomers for Infants 
Flefh ; befides others who might have it at merry 
Meetings* particularly at Weddings and Chrifienings ; 
I compute that Dublin would take off, annually, 
about Twenty Thoufand Carcaffes; and the reft of 
the Kingdom (where probably they will be fold 
fomewhat cheaper) the remaining Eighty Thou- 
fand. 

I can think of no one Objeftion, that will pof- 
fibly be raifed againft this Propofal; unlefs it ftiould 
be urged, that the Number of People will be there- 
by much leflened in the Kingdom. This I freely 
own ; and it was indeed one'principal Defign in of- 
fering it to the World. I defire the Reader will 
obferve, that I calculate my Remedy for this one 
individual Kingdom of Ireland, and for no other 
that ever was* is* or I think ever can be upon Earth. 
Therefore, let no Man talk to me of other Expe- 
dients : Of taxing our Abfentees at five Shillings a 
Found: Of ufing neither Cloaths* nor Houfhold 
Furniture ; except what is of our own Growth and 
Manufatiure: Of utterly rejeffing the Materials 
and Injtruments that promote foreign Luxury: Of 
curing the ftxpenftvenifs of Pride* Vanity* Idlenefs, 
and Gaming in our Women: Of introducing a Fein* 
of Parfimony* Prudence andfemperance-: Of learn- 
ing to love our Country ; wherein we differ even from 
Laplanders, and the Inhabitants of Topin am- 
boo : Of quitting our Animojities* and ¥awions\ 
nor aff any longer like the Jews, who were murder* 
ing one another at the very Moment their City was 
taken : Of being a little cautious not to fell our 
Country and Conferences for nothing : Of teaching 

Land- 
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Landlords to have, at haft, one Degree of Mercy 
towards their tenants. Laftly, Of putting a Spirit 
tfHonefty. Indu/iry, and Skill into our Shop-keep- 
irs ; who, if a Refolution could now be taken to buy 
only our native Goods, would immediately unite to 
cheat and cxatt upon us in the Price, the Mcafure, 
and the Goodnefs ; nor could ever yet be brought to 
make one fair Propofal of juft Dealing, though of tea 
and earn eft ly invited to it. 

Therefori I repeat; let no Man talk to me of 
thefe and the like Expedients; till he hath, atleaft. 
a Ghmpfe of Hope, that there will ever be fonjo 
hearty and fincere Attempt to put them in Praftice 

But, as to my felf; "having been wearied out for 
many Years with offering vain, idle, vifionary 
Thoughts; and at length utterly defpairing of Suo 
eefs, I fortunately fell upon this Propofal ; which, 
as it is wholly new, fo it hath fomething/o//rfand 
real, of no Expence, and little Trouble, foil in our 
own Power ; and whereby we can incur no Danger 
in difobliging England : For, this Kind of Com- 
modify will not bear Exportation ; the Flefli beine 
or too tender a Confidence, to admit a long Conti- 
nuance in Salt ; although, perhaps, I could name a 
Country, which would be glad to eat up our whole 
Nation without it. 

After all, I am not fo violently bent upon my 
own Opinion, as to rejeft any Offer propofed by 
wife Men which fliall be found equally innocent 
cheap, eafy, and effeftual. But before fomething 
of that Kind (hall be advanced, in Conrradiftion 
K» my Scheme, and offering a better ; I defire the 
Author, or Authors, will be pleafed maturely to 
confider two Point, Firft, As Things now Ihnd, 

hovr 
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how they will be able to find Food and Raiment 
for a Hundred Thoufand ufelefs Mouths and Backs ? 
And feeondly^ There being a round Million of 
Creatures in human Figure, throughout this King- 
dom ; whofe whole Suhflftence, put into a com- 
mon Stock, would leave th:m in Debt two Millions 
of Pounds Sterling ; adding thofe, who are Beggars 
by Profeflion, to the Bulk of Farmers, Cottagers, 
and Labourers, with their Wives and Children^ 
who are Beggars in EfTeft ; I defire thofe Politician^ 
who diilike my Overture, and may perhaps be fo 
bold to attempt an Anfwer, that they will firft ask 
the Parents of thefe Mortals, Whether they would 
not, at this Day, think it a great Happinefs to hare 
been fold for Food at a Year old, in the Manner I 
prefcribe ; and thereby have avoided fuch a perpe- 
tual Scene of Misfortunes, as they have fince gone 
through ; by the Opprejpon of Landlords ; the Im- 
polfibilityof paying Rent, without Money or Trade • 
the Want of common Suftenance, with neither 
Houfe nor Cloaths, to cover them from the Incle- 
mencies of tjie Weather ; and the moft inevitable 
Profpeft of intailing the like, or greater Miferies 
upon their Breed for ever. 

I profess, in the Sincerity of my Heart, that I 
have not the lead perfonal Intereft, in endeavouring 
to promote this neceflary Work ; having no other 
Morive than the publick Good of my Country, by ad* 
dancing our 'Trade, providing for Infants, relieving 
the Poor, and giving fome P/eafure to the Rich. I 
have no Children, by which I can propofe to get 
a {ingle Penny; the youngeft being nine Years old, 
and my Wife paft Child-bearing. 

[A YIN- 
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VINDICATION 



Of His Excellency 



John, Lord Carteret, 



FROM 



The CHARGE of favouring none 
but Tories, High-Church-men y and 
Jacobites* 



— 



Written in the Year 1730. 



1 

IN order to treat this important Sub- 
je&, with the greateft Fairnefs and 
Impartiality ; perhaps it may be con- 
venient to give fome Account of 
his Excellency ; in whofe Life and 
Charafter, there are certain Parti- 
culars, which might give a very juft Sufpicioh of 
fome Truth in the Accufation he lies under. 

He is defcended from two noble, antient, and 
tnoft loyal Families, the Carterets and the Gran- 

viltes : 
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*>HJe$: Too much diftinguifhed, Iconfefi; for what 
they afted, and what they fuffered in defending the 
former Conftitution in Church and State, under 
King Charles the Martyr ; I mean that very Prince, 
on Account of whofe Martyrdom, a Form of Pray- 
er, wttb Fafiing, was enjoined by Aft of Parlia- 
ment, to be ufed on the 30th Day of January every 
Tear, to implore the Mercies of God, that the Guilt 
cf that f acred and innocent Blood, might not be vifi- 
ted on us or our Pofterity ; as we may read at large 
in our Common-Prayer Books. Which Day hath 
been folemnly kept, even within the Memory of 
many Men now alive. 

His Excellency the prefent Lord, was 
in the Univerfity of Oxford-, from whence, with a 
Singularity, fcarce to be juftified, he carried away 
, more Greek, Latin, and Philofophy, than properly 
became a Perfon of his Rank ; indeed much more of 
each than moft of thofe who are forced to Live by 
their Learning, will be at the unneceffary Pains to 
load their Heads with. 

This was the Rock he fplit ori, upon his firft Ap- 
pearance ih the World, and juft got clear of his 
Guardians. For, as foon as he came to Town, 
fome Bifliops, and Clergymen, and other Perfons 
moft eminent for Learning and Parts, got him a- 
mong them ; from whom, although he were fortu- 
nately dragged by a Lady and the Court, yet he 
could never wipe off the Stain, nor walh out the 
Tin&ure of his Univerfity Acquirements and Dif- 
pofitions. 

To this, another Misfortune was added; that ic 
pleafed God to endow him with great natural Ta- 
lents, Memory, Judgment, Comprehenfion, Elo- 
quence, 
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quence, and Wit : And, to finifh the Wort, alt 
thefe were fortified even in his Youth ; with the 
Advantages received by fuch Employments, as are 
beft fitted both to exercife and polifti the Gifts of 
N attire and Education ; having been Ambaffador in 
feveril Courts, when his Age would hardly allow 
him to take a Degree ; and made principal Secretary 
of State, at a Period when, according to Cuflom, 
he ought to have been bufied in loiing his Money 
at a Chocolate-Houfe ; or in other Amufementi 
equally laudable and epidemick among Perfons of 
Honour* 

I cannot omit another weak Side in His Excel* 
fcncy. For it is known, and can be proved upon 
him, that Greek and Latin Books might be found 
every Day in his Dreiling-Room, if ic were care- 
fully fearched; and there isReafon to fufpeft, that 
fome of the {aid Books have been privately conveyed 
to him by Tory Hands. I am likewife allured, that 
he hath been taken in the very Fad: of reading the 
(aid Books; even in theMidft of aSeffion, to the 
great Negleft of publick Affairs. 

I own, there may be fome Grounds for thia 
Charge ; becaufe I have it from good Hands, that 
when His Excellency is at Dinner, with one or two 
* Scholars at his Elbows, he grows a moft unfupporta- 
ble, and unintelligible Companion to all the fina 
Gentlemen round the Table. 

I cannot deny that His Excellency lies under 
another great Difadvantage. For, with all the Ac- 
compltthments abovementioned, adding that of a 
moft comely and graceful Perfon; and during the 
Prime of Youth, Spirits, and Vigour, he hath in a 
tnoft unexemplary Manner led a regular domeftick 

Life; 
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Life ; difcovers a great Efteem, and Friendlhip, and 
Love for his Lady, as Well as a true Affe&ion fot 
Jiis Children ; and when he is difpofed to admit an 
entertaining Evening Companion, he doth not al- 
ways enough refleft, whether the Perfon may polfl- 
bJy in former Days, have lain under the Imputation 
of a Tory ; nbr, at fuch Times, do the natural or tif- 
fetfed Fears of Popery and the Pretender, make any 
Part of the Converfation : I prefume, becaufe nei- 
ther Homer, Plato, Arifiotle, not Cicero, have made 
any mention of them. 

These I freely acknowledge to be his Excellen- 
cy's Failings : Yet, I think it is agreed by Philofo- 
phers and Divines ; that fome Allowance ought to 
be given to human Infirmity, and to the Prejudices 
of a wrong Education. 

I am well aware, how much my Sentiments dif- 
fer from the orthodox Opinion of one or two prin- 
cipal Patriots, (at the Head of whom I name with 
Honour Pijlorides.) For thefe have decided the 
Matter dire&ly againft tne, by declaring, that no 
Perfon who was ever known to lie under the Suf- 
picion of one fingle Tory Principle ; or who had 
been once feen at a great Man's Levee in the itiorft 
of Times, fhould be allowed to come within the 
Verge of the Caftle ; much lefs to bow in the An- 
tichamber, appear at the AJfemblies, or dance at a 
Birth-Night. However, I dare affert, that this 
Maxim hath been often controlled ; and that on the 
contrary, a confidence Number of early Penitents 
have been received into Grace, who are now aa 
Ornament* Happinefs, and Support to the^tfation. 

Vol. IV. V N*x« 
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Neither do I find any murmuring on fomft 
other Points of greater Importance, where this fa- 
vourite Maxim is not Co ftri&ly obferved. 

To inftance only in one. I have not heard tKat 
any Care hath hitherto been taken, to difcover 
whether Madam * Violante be a Whig or Tory in 
her Principles; or even that flie hath ever been of- 
fered the Oaths to the Government : On the con- 
trary, I am told that Ihe openly profeffeth herfelf 
to be a High-Flyer; and it is not improbable, by 
her cutiandijb Name (he may alfo be a Papifi in 
her Heart; yet we fee this ilhiftrious and dangerous 
Female, openly carefled by principal Perfons of both 
Parties ; who contribute to fupport her in a fplendid 
Manner, without the leaft Apprehenfions from a 
Grand- Jury ; or even from 'Squire Hartly Hutcbe- 
fon himfelf, that zealous Profecutor of Hawkers and 
Libels. And, as Hobbes wifely oblerves, fo much 
Money being equivalent to fo much Power ; it may 
deferve confidering, with what Safety fuch an In- 
ftrument of Power ought to be trufted in the Hands 
of an Alien , who hath not given any legal Security 
for her good Affe&ion to the Government. 

I cdNFESS, there is one Evil which I could wifh 
our Friends would think proper to redrefi. There 
are many Whigs in this Kingdom of the old fajbion- 
ed Stamp, of whom we might make very goo^i Ufe ; 
they bear the fame Loyalty with us, to the Hanove- 
rian Family, in the Perfon of King George th6 Hd. 
The fame Abhorrence of the Pretender, with the 
Confequents of Popery and Slavery; .and the fame 

In 
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Indulgence to tender Confciences: But having no- 
thing to ask for themfelves, and therefore thfc 
more Leifure to think for the Publick ; they are of- 
ten apt to entertain Fears, and melancholly Profpe&s, 
concerning the State of their Country, the Decay of 
Trade, the Want of Money, the miferable Condi- 
tion of the People^ with other Topicks of like Na- 
ture ; all which do equally concern both Whig and 
lory ; who, if they have any Thing to lofe, muft 
be equally Sufferers. Perhaps* one or two of thefe 
melancholly Gentlemen, will fometimes venture to 
publifh their Thoughts in Print : Now I can, by no 
Means, approve our ufual Cuftom of curfing and 
railing at this Species of Thinkers, under the Names 
of Tories, Jacobites, Papifts, Libellers, Rebels, and 
the like. 

This was the utter Ruin of that poor, arigry^ 
buftling, well-meaning Mortal Piftorides ; who lies 
•equally under the Contempt of both Parties; with 
no other Difference, than a Mixture of Pity on one 
Side, and of Aver/ion on the other. 

How hath he been pelted, peftered, and potinded 
by one fingle Wag, who promifeth never to forfake 
him, living or dead ? 

I was much pleafed with the Humour of a <W- 
geen in this Town ; who having, in his own Ap- 
prehenfion, received fome great Injuftice from the 
Earl of Galloway, and defpairing of Revenge, as 
well as Relief ; declared to all his Friends, that he 
had fet apart one Hundred Guineas, to purchafe the 
Earl's Carcafe from the Sexton, whenever it ftiould 
«lye ; to make a Skeleton of the Bones, fluff the 
Hide, and fhew them for three Pence ; and thus 

U 2 gel 
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get Vengeance for the Injuries he had fuffered by 
its Owner. 

Op the like Spirit, too often, is that implacable 
Race of Wits ; againft whom there is no Defence 
but Innocence, and Philofophy: Neither of which 
is likely to be at Hand ; and therefore, the Wound- 
ed have no where to fly for a Cure, but to down- 
right Stupidity, a crazed Head, or a profligate Con- 
tempt of Guilt and Shame. 

I am therefore forry for that other miferable 
Creature Traulus; who although of fame what a 
different Species, yet feems very far to outdo even 
the Genius of Piftorides, in that mifcarrying Talent 
of railing without Confiftency orDifcretion, againft 
the mcft innocent Perfons, according to the prefent 
Scituation of his Gall and Spleen. I do not blame 
an bonejt Gentleman for the bittereft Inve&ives 
againft one, to whom he profeffeth the greateft 
Friendftiip ; provided he ads in the Dark, fo as not 
to be difcovcred : But in the Midft of Careffes, Vt- 
Jits, and Invitations, to run into the Streets, or to 
as public k a Place ; and without the leaft pretended 
Incitement, fputter out the bafeft and falfeft Accu- 
fations ; then to wipe his Mouth, come up fmiling 
to his Friend, fhake him by the Hand, and tell him 
in a Whifper, it was all for bis Service. This 
Proceeding, I am bold to think a great Failure in 
Prudence ; and I am afraid left fuch a Praftitioner f 
with a Body fo open, fo foul, and fo full of Sores, 
may fall under the Refentment of an incenfed poli- 
tical Surgeon, who is not in much Renown for his 
Mercy upon great Provocation: Who, without 
waiting for his Death, will flay, and diffed him 
alive *, and to the View of Mankind, lay open all 

the 
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the difbrdered Cells of his Brain, the Venom of 
his Tongue, the Corruption of his Heart, and Spots 
and Flatufes of his Spleen— And all this for three* 
Pence. 

In fuch a Cafe what a Scene would be laid open ! 
And to drop my Metaphor, what a Chara&er of our 
miftaking Friend might an angry Enemy draw and 
expofe ! particularizing that unnatural Conjunftion 
ofVic es and Follies, fo inconfiftent with each other 
in the fame Breaft : Furious and fawning, fcurri- 
lous and flattering, cowardly and provoking, info- 
lent and abje£k ; moft profligately falfe, with the 
ftrongeft Profeffions of Sincerity ; pofitive and vari- 
able, tyrannical and flavifti. 

I apprehend that if all this ftiould be fet out ro 
the World by an angry Whig of the old Stamp ; 
the unavoidable Confequence muft be a Confine- 
ment of our Friend for fome Months more to his 
Garret ; and thereby depriving the Publick for fo 
long a Time, and in fo important a Junfture^ of 
his ufeful Talents in their Service : While heisfed 
like a wild Beaft through a Hole ; but I hope with 
a fpecial Regard to the Quantity and Quality of 
his Nourifliment. 

In vain would his Excufers endeavour to palliate 
his Enormities, by imputing them to Madnefs ; Be- 
caufe, it is well known, that Madnefs only operates 
by inflaming and enlarging the good or evil Difpo- 
fitions of the Mind : For the Curators of Bedlam 
affure us, that fome Lunaticks are Perfons of Honour* 
truth \ Benevolence* and many other Virtues, which 
appear in their highelt Ravings, although after a 
wild incoherent Manner ; while others, on the con- 
trary, difcoyer in everjj Word and A&ion, the ut- 

moft 
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fiioft Bafenefs and Depravity of human Minds ^ 
which infallibly they poffeffed in the (ame Degree^ 
although perhaps under a better Regulation, before 
cheir Entrance into that Academy. 

But it may be obje&ed, that there is an Argu- 
ment of much Force to excu(e the Overflowings 
of that Zeal, which our Friend (hews or means for 
our Caufe. And it muft be confefled, that the eafy 
and fmooth fluency of his Elocution, befiowed on him 
by Nature ', and cultivated by continual Practice, ad- 
ded to the Comelinefs of bis Perfon, the Harmony of 
bis Voice, the Gracefulnefs of bis Manner, and the 
Decency of his Drefs, are Temptations too ftrong 
for fuch a Genius to refift upon any publick Occa- 
sion, of making them appear with univerfal Ap- 
plaufe : And if good Men are fomerimes accufed 
of loving their Jefl better than their Friend ; fure- 
ly to gain the Reputation of the firft Orator in the 
Kingdom, no Man of Spirit would fcruple to lofe 
all the Friends he had in the World. 
~ It is ufual for Mafters to make their Boys declaim 
on both Sides of an Argument ; and as fome kinds 
of Aflemblies are called the Schools of Politicks, I 
confefs nothing can better improve political School- 
boys, than the Art of making plaufible or implau- 
fible Harangues ; againft the very Opinion for 
which they refolve to Determine. 

So Cardinal Perron after having fpoke for an 
Hour to the Admiration of all his Hearers, to prove 
the Exiftence of God ; told fome of his Intimates, 
that he could have fpoken another Hour, and much 
better, to prove the contrary. 

I have placed this Reafoning in the flrongeft 
Light, that I think it will bear ; and have nothing 
IP anfwer, but that allowing it as much Weight as 

the 
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the Reader fliall pleafe, it hath conftantly met with 
ill Succefs in the Mouth of our Friend ; but whe- 
ther for Want of go<bd Luck, or good Management, 
I fiifpend my Judgment. 

To return from this long Digreffion ; if Perfons 
in high Stations have been allowed to chufe Wench- 
es, without Regard even to Difference in Reli- 
gion, yet never incurred the leaft Refle&ion on 
their Loyalty, or their Proteftantifm ; fhall the Chief 
Governor of a great Kingdom be cenfured for enu- 
ring a Companion, who may formerly have been 
fufpe&ed for differing from the Orthodox in fome 
fpeculative Opinions of Perfons and Things, which 
cannot affed the fundamental Principles or a found 
Whig* 

But let me fuppofe a very poflible Cafe. Here 
is a Perfon fent to govern Ireland, whofe unfortu- 
nate weak Side it happens to be, for feveral Rea- 
fons abovementioned, that he harh encouraged tha 
Attendance of one or two Gentlemen diftinguifhed 
for their Tafte, their Wit, and their Learning; who 
have taken the Oaths to His Majefty, and pray 
heartilly for him : Yet becaufe they may, perhaps, 
be ftigmatized as quondam Tories by Piftorides and 
his Gang ; his Excellency muft be forced to banifh 
them, under the Pain and Peril of difpleafing the 
Zealots of his own Parry ; and thereby be put into 
a worfe Condition than every common good Fel* 
low ; who may be a fincere Protejlant, and a loyal 
Subjeft ; and yet rather chufe to drink fine Ale at 
the Pope's Head, than muddy at the King\ 

Let me then return to my Suppofitions. It is 
certain, the high-flown Loyalifts in the prefent 
Senfe of the Word, have their Thoughts, and Sru- 
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dies, and Tongues, fo entirely diverted by politifcat 
Schemes, that the Zeal of their Principles hathL 
eaten up their Under ft andings ; neither have they 
Time from their Employments, their Hopes, and 
their hourly Labours for acquiring new Additions of 
Merit, to amufe themfelyes with Philological C011- 
yerfe, or Speculations which are utterly ruinous tq 
all Schemes of rifing in the World. What then 
mult; a great Man do, whofe ill Stars have fatally 
perverted him to a Love, and Tafte, and Poffeffion 
of Literature, Politencfs, and good Senfe ? Our 
thorow-fped Republick of Whigs, which contains 
the Bulk of all Hopers, Pretenders, Expeiters, anc( 
Profejfirs, are, beyond all Doubt, moll Highly ufe- 
ful to Princes, to Governors, to great Minifters, and 
to their Country ; but at the fame Time, and by 
neceflary Confequence, the mod difagreeable Com- 
panions to all who have that unfortunate Turn of 
Mind peculiar to his Excellency, and perhaps to 
five or fix more in a Nation. 

I do not deny it poffible, that an Original or 
Profelyte Favourer of the Times, might have been 
born to thofe ufelefs Talents, which, in former 
Ages qualified a Man to be a Poet, or a Philofbpher. 
All I contend for, is, that where the true Genius 
of Party once enters, it [weeps the Houfe clean, and 
leaves Room for many other Spirits to take joint 
poffeffion, until the laji State of that Man is ex- 
ceedingly better than ike firjl. 

I allow it a great Error in his Excellency, that 
he adheres fo obftinately to his old unfajbionable 
Academick Education : Yet fo perverfe is human 
Nature, that the ufual Remedies for this Evil in o- 
thers, have produced a contrary Effed in him ; to 

a Degree, 
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a Degree, that I am credibly informed, he will, as 
I have already hinted, in the middle of a Seflion, 
quote Paffages out of Plato, and Pindar, at his own 
Table, to fome Book-learned Companion, without 
fclufhing, even when Perfons of great Stations 
are by. 

I will venture one Step further ; which is, free- 
ly to confefs, that this miftaken Method of educa- 
ting Youth in the Knowledge of antient Learning 
and Language, is too apt to Ipoil their Politicks and 
Principles ; becaufe the Do&rine and Examples of 
she Books they *fead, teach them Leflbns dire lily 
contrary in every Point, to the prefent Practice of 
the World : And accordingly, Hobies moft judici- 
oufly observes, that the Writings of the Greeks and 
Romans, made young Men imbibe Opinions againft 
abfolute Power in a Prince, or even in a firft Mini- 
fter ; and to embrace Notions of Liberty and Pro- 
perty. 

It hath been therefore, a great Felicity to thefe 
Kingdoms, that the Heirs to Titles and large 
Eftates, have a Weaknefs in their Eyes, a Tender- 
nefs in their Conftitutions ; are not able to bear the 
Pain and Indignity of whipping ; and, as the Mo- 
ther rightly exprefles it, could never take to their 
Books, yet are well enough qualified to fign a Re- 
ceipt for Half a Year's Rent, to put their Name 
(rightly /pelt) to a Warrant, and to read Pamphlets 
againft Religion and High-flying ; whereby they fill 
their Niches, and carry themfelves through the 
World, with that Dignity which beft becomes a 
Senator and a 'Squire. 

I could heartily wifli his Excellency would be 
jnore condescending to the Genius of the Kingdom 

he 
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he governs; to the Condition of the Times, and to 
the Nature of the Station he fills. Yet if it be 
true, what I have read in old Englijb Story-books, 
that one Agefilaus (no Matter to the Bulk of my 
Readers, whether 1 fpell the Names right or wrong) • 
was caught by the Parfon of the Parijb, riding oa . 
a Hobby-Horfe with his Children ; that Socrates, a 
Heathen Philofopher, was found dancing by hinv- 
felf at Four fcore; that a King called Cafar Ali- 
gn ft us (or fome fuch Name) ufed to play with 
Boys ; whereof fome might poffibly be Sons of To- 
ries ; and that two great Men called Scipio and Le - 
litis, (I forget their Cbriftian Names, and whether 
they were Poets or Generals,) often played at Duck 
and Drake, with fmooth Stones on a River. Now 
I fay, if thefe Fads be true, (and the Book where 
I found them is in Print) I cannot imagine why our 
moft zealous Patriots may not a little indulge his 
Excellency, in an Infirmity which is not morally 
Evil ; provided he gives no publick Scandal ; which, 
is by all Means to be avoided) I fay, why he may 
not be indulged twice a Week, to converfe with 
one or two particular Perfons ; and let him and them 
conn over their old exploded Readings together, af- 
ter Mornings fpent in hearing and prefcribing Ways 
and Means from and to his moft obedient Politi- 
cians, for the Welfare of the Kingdom ; although 
the faid particular Perfon, or Perfons, may not have 
made fo publick a Declaration of their political 
Faith in all its Parts, as the Bufinefs of the Nation 
requires : Still fubmitting my Opinion to that hap- 
py Majority, which I am confident is always in the 
Right ; by whom the Liberty of the Subjeft hath 
been fo frequently, fo ftrenuoufly, and fo fucce£s- 

fully. 
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fully aflerted ; who, by their wife Councils, have 
made Commerce to fkmrilh, Money to abound, In- 
habitants to encreafe, the Value of Lands and Rents 
to rife ; and the whole Ifland put on a new Face of 
Plenty and Profperity. 

But, in order to clear his Excellency more fully 
from this Accufation of Ihewing his Favours to 
High-flyers, fortes, and Jacobites ; it will be ne- 
ceffary to come to Particulars. 

.The iirft Perfon of a Tory Denomination, to 
whom his Excellency gave any Marks of his Fa- 
vour, was Do£fcor Thomas Sheridan. It is to be 
obferved, that this happened fo early in his Excel- 
lency's Government, as it may be juftly fuppofed he 
had not been informed of that Gentleman's Charac- 
ter, upon fo dangerous an Article. The Do&or be- 
ing well known, and diftinguifhed for his Skill and 
Succefs in the Education of Youth, beyond moft of 
his Profeffion for many Years paft ; was recommend- 
ed to his Excellency on the fcore of his Learning, 
and particularly for his Knowledge in the Greek 
Tongue ; whereof, it feems, his Excellency is a great 
Admirer, although for what Reafons I could never 
imagine. However, it is agreed on all Hands, that 
his Lordlhip was too eafily prevailed on by the 
Do&or's Requeft, or indeed rather from the Bias of 
his own Nature, to hear a Tragedy a&ed in that un- 
known Language by the Do&or's Lads, which was 
written by fome Heathen Author ; but whether it 
contained any Tory or High-Church Principles, muft 
be left to the Confcience* of the Boys, the Dottor, 
and his Excellency: The only Witnefles in this 
Cafe, whofe Teftirnonies can be depended uppu. 

It 
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It feenv, his Excellency (a Thing never to be 
fufficiently wondered at) was fo pleafed with his 
Entertainment, that fome Time after he gave the 
Doftor a Church-Living, to the Value of almoft 
one Hundred Pounds a Year, and made him one of 
his Chaplains; from an antiquated Notion, that 
good Scnool-mafters ought to be encouraged in 
every Nation, profefling Civility and Religion. 
Yet his Excellency did not venture to make this, 
bold Step, without ftrong Recommendations from 
Perfons of undoubted Principles, jfftatf to the Times ; 
who thought themfelves bound in Juftice, Honour, 
and Gratitude, to do the Doftor a good Office, in 
return for the Care he had taken or their Children, 
or thofe of their Friends. Yet the Cataftrophe was 
terrible : For the Do&or, in the Height of his fe- 
licity and Gratitude, going down to take Poflefllon 
of hisParifti, and furnifhed with a few led-Sermons, 
whereof, as it is to be fuppofed, the Number was 
very fmall, having never ferved a Cure in the 
Church; he ftopt at Cork, to attend on hisBifhop; 
and going to Church on the Sunday following, was, 
according to the ufual Civility of Country Clergy- 
men, invited by theMinifter of thePariftx tofupply 
the Pulpit. It happened to be the Firft of Auguft ; 
and the Firft of Auguji happened that Year to light 
upon a Sunday : And it happened that the Do&or's 
Text was in thefe Words ; fufficient unto the Day 
is the Evil thereof: And laftly, it happened that 
fbme onePerfon of the Congregation, whofeLoyaK 
ty made him watchful upon every Appearance of 
Danger to his Majefty's Perfon and Government, 
when Service was over, gave rhe Alarm. Notice 
w as immediately fent up to Town ; and by the Zeal 
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of one Man of no large Dimenjions of Body or Mind* 
fuch a Clamour was raifed, that we in Dublin could 
apprehend no left than an Invafion by the Preten* 
der, who mull be landed in the South. The Refult 
was, that the Do&or muft be (truck out of the 
Chaplains Lift, and appear no more at the Caftle ; 
yet whether he were then, or be at this Day, a 
Whig or a "Tory, I think is a Secret ; only it is ma- 
nifeft, that he is a zealous Hanoverian, at leaft in 
Poetry, and a great Adorer of the prefent Royal Fa- 
mily, through all its Branches. His Friends like- 
wife aflert, that he had preached this fame Sermon 
often* under the fame Text ; that not having ob- 
ferved the Words till he was in the Pulpit, and had 
opened his Notes; as he is aPerfon a little abftraft- 
cd, he wanted Prefence of Mind to change them : 
And that, in the whole Sermon, there was not a 
Syllable relating to Government or Party, or to the 
Subjeft of the Day. 

In this Incident there feems to have been an 
Union of Events, that will probably never happen 
again to the End of the World ; or, at leaft, like 
the grand Conjunftion in the Heavens; which, I 
think, they fay can arrive but once in Twenty 
Thoufand Years. 

The fecond Gentleman (if I am right in my 
Chronology) who, under the Sufpicion of a Tory, 
received fome Favour from his Excellency, is Mr. 
James Stopford; very ftrongly recommended by the 
moft eminent Whig in England, on the Account of 
of his Learning, and Virtue, and other Accom- 
pliftiments. He had paffed the greateft Part of his 
Youth in clofe Study, or in Travelling ; and was 
cither not at home, or not at Leifure to trouble his 
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Thoughts about Party ; which I allow to be a great 
Omi/fion ; although I cannot honeftly place him irt 
the Lift of Tories ; and therefore think his Excel- 
lency may be fairly acquitted for making him Vicar 
. of Finglafs, worth about one Hundred Pounds 

Year- 

The Third is Doctor Patrick Delanj: This 
Divine lies under fome Difadvantage ; haying, in 
his Youth, received many Civilities from a certain 
* Perfbn, then in a very high Station here ; for 
which Reafon, I doubt the Doctor never drank his 
Confufion fince ; and what makes the Matter def- 
perate, it is now too late; unlefs our Inquifitors 
will be content with drinking Confufion to his Me- 
mory : The aforefaid eminent Peiibn, who was a 
Judge of all Meri^ except that of Party, diftin- 
guilhed the Doctor, among other Juniors in our 
Univerfity> for his Learning, Virtue, Difcretion, 
and good Senfe. But the Doctor was then in too 
good a Situation at his College, to hope or endea- 
vour at a better Eftablifliment, from one who had 
no Power to give it him. 

Upon the prefent Lord Lieutenant's coming 
over, the Do&or was named to his Excellency by 
a f Friend, among other Clergymen of Diftinction^ 
as Perfons whofe Characters it was proper his Ex- 
cellency ftiould know : And by the Truth of which 
the Giver would be content to ftand or fall in his 
Excellency's Opinion ; fince not one of thofe Per- 
fons were in particular Friendfhip with the Gentle- 
man 



* Sir Conftantine Phipps, Lord Chancellor ^"Ireland, when 
$uetn Ami© died. f <Tbf Author, 
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mafi who gave in their Names. By this and fome 
other Incidents, particularly ths Recommendation 06 
the late Archbilhop of Dublin, the Do&or became 
known to his Excellency, whofe fatal Turn of Mirid 
towards Heathenijh and outlandijb Books and Lan-i 
guages ; finding, as I conceive, a like Difpofition 
ia the Do&or, was the Caufe of his becoming fo 
domeftick, as we are told he is, at the Caftle 06 
Dublin. 

Three or four Tears ago, the Doftor grown 
weary of an Academick Life* for fome Reafons beft 
known to the Managers of the Difcipline in that 
learned Society (which it may not be for their Ho- 
nour to mention) refolved to leave it; although by 
the Benefit of his Pupils, and his Senior-Fellowlhip 
with all its Perquifites, he received every Year be- 
tween Nine Hundred and a Thouland Pounds. 
And a B fmall Northern Living, in the Univerfi- 
ty's Donation, of fomewhat better than one Hun- 
dred Pounds a Year, falling at the fame time with 
the Chancellor-fhip of Cbrift-Churcb, to about equal 
Value, in the Gift of his Excellency : The Doftor 
ventured into the World in a very fcanty Condition ; 
having fquandered away all his annual Income in a 
Manner, which, although perhaps proper enough 
for a Clergyman without a Family, will not be for 
the Advantage of his Charafter to difcover either 
on the Exchange, or at a Banker's Shop.* 

About two Months ago, his Excellency gave 
the Do&or a Prebend in St. Patrick's Cathedral ; 
which, being of near the fame Value with either 
of the two former, will add a third Part to his Re- 
venues, after he ftiall have paid the great Incum- 
brances upon it : So that he may now be faid to 
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poffefs of ChurcK Preferments, in fcattered Tythes? 
three Hundred Pounds a Year ; inftead of the like 
Sum of infallible Rents from a Senior-Fellowftup,, 
.with the Offices annexed ; befides the Advantage of 
t free Lodging, a great Numbet of Pupib, and tome 
other Eafements. 

But fince the Doftor hath not, m any of his 
Writings, his Sermons, his A&ions, his Difcourfe * 
or his Company, difcovered one fingle Principle of 
cirher Whig or Tory ; and that the Lord Lieutenant 
'fell continues to admit him ; I fliall boldly pro- 
nounce him ONE OF US: But, like a new Free- 
AfafoHy who hath not yet learned all the Dialeflb of 
the Myftery. Neither can he juftly be accufed of 
any Tory Doftrines ; except, perhaps, fome among 
thofe few, with which that wicked Party was 
charged, during the Heighth of their Power ; but 
have been fince transferred for the moft foli$ Rea- 
fons> to the whole Body of our firmeft Friends. 

I have now done with the Clergy : And upon 
the ftri&eft Examination have not been able to find 
above one of that Order, againft whom any Party 
Sufpicion can lye ; which is the unfortunate Gen- 
tleman, Doftor Sheridan, who by meer Chance- 
medley (hot his own Fortune dead with a fingle 
Text. 

As to the Laity I can hear of but one Perfon of 
the Tory Stamp, who fince the beginning of his Ex- 
cellency's Government, did ever receive any folid 
Mark of his Favour : I mean Sir Arthur Achefon, 
reported to be an acknowledged Tory ; and, what is 
almoft as bad, a Scholar into the Bargain. It is 
whifpered about, as a certain Truth, that this Gen- 
tleman is to have a Grant of a certain 

a* 
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fch, his Eftate, within t^o Miles ,of his own Houfe ; 
for which the Crown is to be his Tenant, at tne 
Rent of fixty Pounds, per Annum \ he being only at 
the Expence of about Five Hundred Pounds, to put 
the Houfe in Repair; build Stables, and other Ne- 
ceffaries;, I will place this invidious Mark of Bene- 
ficence, conferred on. a Tory* in a fair Light, by com- 
puting the Cofts and neceflary Defalcations : Afte* 
which it may be feen. how much Sir Arthur will b6 
annually a clear Gainer by the Publick ; notwiths- 
tanding his unfortunate Principles, and his KnoW<» 
ledge in Greek and 



For Repairs, &c. 500/. the Intereft? 

whereof per Ann. 53° Q . 

For all Manner of Poultry to furnifh-^ 

the Troopers ; but which the faid/ * , 
Troopefs mutt be at the Labour ofr ' Q ■ 
catching, valued pet Abnum. J 
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For Game deftroyed fiye Miles round, 6 6 
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k Thus, if Sir /frikr diall nave the good 

Fortune to obtain a Grant of this Barrack, he will 
Ifeceive net Profit annually from the Crown 
ELEVEN Pounds, Sterl. to help hup in entertain- 
Vol. IV. % - ^ iff 
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iag the Officers, atad making iProVifion for liis 
younger Children. 

It is true, there il anothet Advantage to be ex- 
pfc&ed, which may fully compenfate the Lofc of 
Gatde *nd Poultry ; by multiplying the Breed off 
Mankind, and particularly that of good Prottfiants, 
in a Part of the Kingdom half depopulated by rhe 
wild Humour aiftong the Farmers thereof, having . 
their Coimtry. But I am not fo skilfi.il in Arithme- 
rfek, as *o compute the Valtte. 

I ha vie. reckofted one per Cart, brfow the Le- 
gal Intereft for the Money that Sir Arthur muft ex- 
pend : And valued the Damage in the other Arti- 
cles very moderately. However, \ am confident 
he may with good Management be a Saver at leait ; 
which is a prodigious Infiance of Moderation in oiir 
Friends towards a profefled Tory. Whatever Me- 
rit he may pretend by the UnwilUngnefs he hath 
lhewn to make his Excellency uneafy in his Admi- 
ijjftratioa 

Thus I have, with the utmoft Impartiality, 
colle&ed every fingle Favour, (further than perfo- 
nal-Civilkies) conferred by his Excellency on To- 
ries, and reputed forks, fince his firfl Arrival 
hither, to this prefent 13 th Day of April, in the 
Tfcar of our Lord 1730, giving a& Allowance pot 
fible to the Arguments on the other Side of the 
Queftion/ 

And the Account will Hand thus. 

^Distosid of Preferments and Employments to 
Tories, ' or reputed Tories, by his Excellency John, 
Lord Carteret, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, ' in a- 
bout the Space of fix Years. 
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To Do&or < thomas Sheridafi in a 7 . 

Reftory near Kinfale, per Ann. $ 100 • 0 

To Sir ^rttor Acbefon, Baronet,? ■ Q Q 

a Barrack, pet Ann. 5 




Give rhe leave now to compute in grofs the 
Value of the Favours done by hi* Excellency to 
the true Friends of their King and Country, and 
tif the Protejlant Religion. 
' It is to be remembred, that although his Ex- 
cellency cannot be properly faid to beftow Bifhop- 
ricks, Commands in the Army, the Place of a 
Judge, or Commiffioner in the Revenue, and fome 
others ; yet they are, for the moft Part, difpofed 
upon his Recommendation, except where the Per- 
fons are immediately fent from England by their 
Intereft at Court ; for which I have allowed large 
Defalcations in the following Accounts. And it is 
remarkable, that the only confiderable Station con- 
ferred on a reputed Tory fince his prefent Excellen- 
cy 's Government, was of this latter Kind. 

And indeed it is but too remarkable, that, in 
a neighbouring Nation (where this dangerous 
Denomination of Men is incomparably more Nu- 
merous, more Powerful, and of confequence mote 
Formidable) real Tories can often with much left 
Difficulty, obtain very high Favours from the Go- 
vernment, than their reputed Brethren can arrive 
to the I) weft in ours. I obferve this with all pof- 
fible Submiffioa to the Wifdom of their Policy; 

X » vvbwh, 
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which, however, will not, I believe, difpute thm 
Praife of Vigilance with ours. 

WHIG Account, 

To Perfons promoted to Biftiop-> _ 

ricks, or removed to more bene-£ Ioojo o # 
ficial ones, computed per Ann.Ji 

To Civil Employments, 90 Jo o o 

To Military Commands, 8435 o o 

^■flflft^Hfl ^^V^M^V^S ^H^^M^^M 

27515 o o 



T O R It Account 
To Tories* — o # 

Ballance ~ *74°S 0 o 

♦ * ■ 

I shall conclude with this Qbfervation, That, 
as I think, the Tories have fufficient Reafon to be 
fatty fatisfied with the Share of Truft, and Power, 
and Employments* which they poffefs under the Le- 
nity of the prefent Government : So, I do not find 
. how his Excellency can be juftly cenfured for fa- 
vouring none but High-Church, High-flyers, Ter. 
magants, Laadifts, Sacbeverettians, Ttp-top-gallon- 
men, Jacobites, Tantivy es , Anti-Hanoverians, 
Friends to Popery and the Pretender, and to Ar- 
bitrary Power, Difobligers of England, Breakers 
{/'DEPENDENCY, Inflamers of Quarrels between 
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the two Nations, Public k Incendiaries, Enemies to 
the King and Kingdoms, Haters 0/ TRUE 
Protejtants, Laurel-men, jinni/ts, Complainers of 
tie' Nation'* Poverty, Ormandians, Iconoclajis, An- 
' ti-Glorious-memorifts , Anti-Revolutioners , White* 
ro/ali/ts, Tentba-funians, and the like : When 
by a fair State or the Account ; the Ballance, I 
conceive, feems to Hi on dje other Side. 
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<the Reader will perceive the folhwini ¥reatife to 

be altogether ironical 



— 



PROPOSAL 

FOR AN 

ACT of PARLIAMENT to pay 
off the DEBT of the Nation, 
without taxing the Subject, by 
which the Number of landed Gen- 
try, and fubftantial Farmers .will 
be confiderably encreafed, and no 
Perfon will be the poorer, or con- 
tribute .one Farthing to the 

Charge. ^ 
*~ ■ ■ 

Written in the Year 1732. 



IH E Debts contra&ed fome Years paft, 
for the Service and Safety of the Na- 
tion, are grown fo great, that under 
our prefent diftrefled Condition, by the 
Want of Trade, the great Remittances 
K> pay Alfentees, Regiments ferving abroad, and 

many 
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tnany other Drains of Money, well enough known 
and felt ; the Kingdom feem* altogether unable to 
difcharge them by the common Methods of Pay- 
ment : And either a Pole or Land Tax, would be too 
odious to think of, efpecially the latter; becaufe 
the Lands which have been let for thefe Ten or 
Dozen Years part, were raifed fo high, that rh$ 
Owners can, at prefent, hardly receive any Rent at 
alL For, it is the ufual Pra&ice of an Irijh Tenant, 
rather than want Land, to offer more for a Farm 
than he knows he can be ever able to pay ; and in 
that Cafe he grows defperate, and pays nothing at 
all. So that a Land Tax, upon a racks Eftate, 
Would be a Burthen wholly infupportable. 

The Queftion will then be, how thefe national 
Debts can be paid i and how I can make good the 
feveral Particulars of my Propofal; which I fliall 
now lay open to the Publick. 

Th* Revenues of their Graces and Lordflsips, 
the Arch-biftiops and Biftiops of this Kingdom, 
(excluding the fine*) do amount, by a moderate 
Computation, to 3,6,800 /. per Ann. I mean the 
Rents which the Bifhops receive from their Te- 
nants. But the real Value of thofe Lands, at a full 
Rent, taking the feveral Sees one with another, is 
reckoned to be, at leaft, three Fourths more ; fo 
that multiplying 36,800/. by 4, the full Rent of all 
the Biftiops Lands, will amount to 147200/. per 
Ann. from which fubftra&ing the prefent Rent re- 
ceived by their Lordfhips, that is 36,800 /. the Pro- 
fits of the Lands received by the firft and fecond 
f enanfs, (who both have great Bargains) will rif e 
to the Sum of 110490/. per Ann. which Lands, if 
they were to be fold at Twenty -two Years Purchafe, 

would 
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would raife a Sum of 2,428,800 /. referving to the 
Biftiops their prefent Rents, only excluding~Fines. " 

Of this Sum I propofe, that out of the one Half 
which amounts to 1,2 14,400 /. fo much be applied* 
as will entirely difcharge the Debts of the Nation 5 
#nd the Remainder laid up in the Treafiiry, to fup-^ 
ply Contingencies, as well as to difcharge fome of 
our heavy Taxes, until the Kingdom ftiall be in a 
better Condition. 5 . . . . i 

But, whereas the prefent Set of Bilh ops would 
be great Lofers by this Scheme, for want of theit 
Fines ; which would be hard Treatment to fiich 
religious , loyal, and deferring Perfdnages ; I have 
therefore fet a-part the other Half, to fupply that 
Deleft; which it will more than fufficiehtly do. 

A Bishop's Leafe for the full Term, is reckoned 
to be worth Eleven Years Purchafe ; but if we take 
the Biftiops round, I fuppofe there may be' four 
Years of each Leafe elapfed ; and many of the Bi- 
fhops being well ftrickeh in Years, I cannot think 
their Lives round to be worth more than feven 
Years Purchafe ; fo that the Purchafers may very 
well afford Fifteen Years Purchafe for the Reverffon$ 
eipecially by one great additional Advantage, which 
I fhall foon mention. > 

This Sum of 2,428,800/. muft likewife be funk 
rery confiderably ; becaufe thelLahds are to be fold 
only at Fifteen Years Purchafe, and this leflens the 1 
Sum to about 1,656,0001. of which I propofe 
Twelve Hundred Thoufand Pounds, td be applied 
partly for the Payment of the national Debt, and 
partly as a Fund for future Exigencies; and the re- 
niaimng 45 ^ooo/. I propofe as a Fund for paying 
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flie prefent Set of Biftiops their Fines ; which it 
yv\\\ abundantly do, and a great Part remain as an 
Addition to the publick Stock 

Although the Biftiops round do not, in Reali- 
ty, receive three Fines a Piece, which take up 2 1 
Years, yet I allow it to be fb ; but then, I will fup- 
pole them to take but one Year s Rent, in Recom- 
mence* of giving them fo large a Term of Life; and 
thus multiplying 36800 by 3, the Produft will be 
only 1 10400/. fo that above three Fourths will re- 
main, to be applied to publick Ufe. 

If I have made wrong Computations, I hope to 
be excufed, as a Stranger to the Kingdom ; which I 
never faw till I was called to an Employment, and 
yet where I intend to pafs the Reft of my Days; 
but I took Care to get the beft Informations I could, 
and from the mod proper Perfons ; however^ the 
Mi flakes I may have been guilty of, will very little 
affed the Main of my Propofal; although they 
Ihould caufe a Difference of one Hundred Thou* 
fand Pounds', tnore or lefs. 
1 The^e Fines are only to be paid to the Bifhop," 
during his Incumbency in the fame See: If he 
thange it fW a better, the Purchafers of the va- 
Cant See Lands, are to come immediately into PoC- 
feffioji of the See he hath left ; and both the Bi- 
fliop 1>vho is removed, and he who comes into his 
Place, are to have no more Fines ; for the removed 
Bifhop will finfl his Account by a larger Revenue; 
and the other See will find Candidates enough. For 
the Law Maxim will here have Place : Caveat Emp- 
tor. I ****** the Perfons who fucceed, may chufe 
whether they ytfill accept or no. 
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As to the Purchafers, they will probably be Xc^ 
cants to the See, who are already in PoflefEon, 
and can afford to give more than any other Bid^ 
ders. 

1 will further explain myfelf. If a Perfon al- 1 
ready a Bifhop, be removed into a richer See, be 
muft be content with the bare Revenues* without 
any Fines ; and fo muft he who comes into a Bi- 
Ihoprick vacant by Death : And this will bring tke 
Matter fooner to bear ; tyMchj if tne Crown fhajl 
think fit to countenance, will foon change the pre- 
(ent Set of Bifhops; and confequently encourage 
Furchafers of their Lands. For Example: If a 
Primate Ihould die, and the Gradation be wifely 
made, almoft the whole Set of Bifhops might he 
changed in a Month, each to his grear Advantage, 
although no Fines were to be got; and thereby five 
a great Part of that Sum, which I have appropriated 
towards fupprying the Deficiency of Fines, 

I have valued the Bifhops Lands two Years Pun 
chafe, above the ufual computed Rate; becaufe 
thole Lands will have a San&ion from the King and 
Council in England, and be confirmed by an AA 
of Parliament here : Befides, it is well known, that 
higher Prices are given every Day for worfe Lands, 
at the remoteft Diftances, and at Rack Rents* 
which I take to be occafioned by Want of Trade; 
When there are few Borrowers, and the little Mo- 
ney in private Hands lying dead, there is no othef 
way to difpofe of it, but in buying of Land ; which 
confequently makes the Owners hold it fo high. 

Besides paying the Nation V Debts, the {iale of 
thefe Lands would have many other good 1 Effeft* 
upon the Nation. It will considerably increafe the 

N mil- 
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Number of Gentry, where the Bifhops Tenants are 
not able or willing to purchafe ; for the Lands will 
afford an Hundred Gentlemen a good Revenue to 
each. Several Perfons from England, will probably 
be glad to come over hither, and be the Buyers, ra- 
ther than give Thirty Years Purchafe at home, un- 
der the Loads of Taxes for the Publick and the 
Poor, as well as Repairs ; by which Means, much 
Money may be brought among us ; and probably 
fome of the Purchafers themfelves, may be content 
to live cheap in a worfe Country, rather than be at 
the Charge of Exchange and Agencies; and perhaps 
of Non-folvencies in Abfence, if they lett their 
Lands too high. 

This Propofal will alfo multiply Farmers, when 
the Purchafers will have Lands in their own Power, 
to give long, and eafy Leafes to induftrious Hus* 
bandmen. 

I have allowed fome Bifhopricks, of equal It*, 
come, to be of more or lefs Value to the Purchafer, 
according as they are circumftanced. For Inftance : 
The Lands of the Primacy, and fome other Sees, 
are lett fo low, that they hardly pay a fifth Penny 
of the real Value to the Bifhop, and there the Fines 
are the greater. On the, contrary, the Sees of Meatb 
and Clonfert, confifting, as I am told, much of 
Tythes, thofe Tythes are annually lett to the Te- 
nants, without any Fines. So the See of Dublin is 
laid to have many Fee-Farms, which pay no Fines ; 
and fome Leafes for Lives, which pay very little, 
and not fo foon nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their Graces 
tny Lords the Arch-bifliops, and my Lords the Bi- 
ftiops, will heartily join in this PropofaJ, out of Gra- 
titude 



Digitiz 



jirf \4 Proposal for mn 

fttude to his late and prcfent Majefty, the beft of 
Kings, who have beftowed on them fuch high and 
opulent Stations; as well as in Pity to this Country, 
which is now become their own ; whereby they will 
be inftrumental towards paying the Nations Debts, 
without impoveriftiing themfelves; enrich an Hun- 
dred Gentlemen, as well as free them from Depen- 
dence ; and thus remove that Envy which is apt to 
fell upon their Graces and Lordfhips, from confide- 
rable fetfow ; whofe Birth and Fortunes, rather qua- 
lify them to be Lords of Manners, than fervile De- 
pendents upon Churchmen, however dignified or 
diftinguilhed. ~ 

If I do not flatter my felf, there could not be any 
Law more popular than this. For the immediate Te- 
nants to Bifhops, being fome of them Perfons of 
Quality, and good Eftates ; and mow of them i jrown 
up to be Gentlemen by the Profits of rhete very 
Leafes, under a Succeffion of Bifliops; think it a 
Difgrace to be Subjeft both to Rents and Fines, afi 
the Pleafure of their Landlords. Then, the Bulk 
of the Tenants, efpecially the Dijf enters, who are 
our true loyal Proteftant Brethren, look upon it; 
both as an unnatural and iniquitous Thing, that Bir 
fhpps Oiould be Owners of Land at all ; ( wherein I 
beg to differ from them) being a Point fo contrary 
to the Praftice of the Apoftles, whofe Succeflbrs 
they are deemed to be ; and who, although they 
were contented that Land fliould be fold, for the 
common Ufe of the Brethren ; yet would not buy it 
themfelves ; but had it laid at their Feet, to be di r 
flributed to poorProfelytes. 

I will add one Word more ; that by fuch a 
whokfome JLaw, all the Oppreflkw feU t>y unde* 

Te- 



Digitized by Google 



Aft t>f PARIIAMEKT, (&C 3!^ 

Tenants of Church Leafes, which are now laid on 
the Bifhops; would entirely be prevented, by 
their Graces and Lordfhips confenting to have their 
3Lands fold for Payment of the Nation's Debts ; r6- • 
ierving only the prefent Rent for their own plenti- 
ful and honourable Support 

I beg Leave to add one Particular ; that, when 
Heads of a Bill (as I find the Style runs in this 
Kingdom) (hall be brought in for forming this Pro- 
pofal into a Law ; I fiaould humbly offer, that there 
wight be a Power given to every Bilhop, (except 
thofe who refide in Dublin) for applying one Hun- 
dred Acres of profitable Land, that lies neareft to 
his Palace, as a Demefhe for the Conveniency of 
his Family. 

I know very well, that this Scheme hath been 
much talked of for fome Time pad, and is in the 
Thoughts of many Patriots ; neither was it properly 
mine, although I fell readily into it, when it was 
firft communicated to me. \ 

Although lam almoft a perfect Stranger in this 
Kingdom ; yet fince I have accepted an Employ- 
ment here, of fome Confequence as well as Profit; 
I cannot but think my felf in Duty bound to con- 
fute the Intereft of a People, among whom I have 
been fo well received. And if I can be any way 
inftrumenral, towards contributing to reduce this 
excellent Propofal into a Law ; which, being not in 
the leaft injurious to England, will, I am confident, 
meet with no Oppoiition from that Side ; my fin* 
cere Endeavours to ferve this Church and Kingdom, 
will be weU rewarded. 
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A N 

EXAMINATION 

OF 

Certain Abufes, Corruptions^ and jE- 
fwrmhiesy in the City of Dubliiu 



. . Written in the Year 1732. 
" 1 " — - — — — — - 

■ 

OTHING is held mote commend- 
able in all great Cities, efpecially the 
Metropolis of a Kingdbm, than what 
-the French caH the Police : By which 
Word is meant the Government there- 
of, to p revent the many Diforders occafioned by 
great Numbers of People and Carriages, efpecially 
through narrow Streets. In this Government our 
famous City of Dublin, is faid to be very defec- 
tive ; and univerfally complained of. Many whole- 

fome 
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fome Laws have been e'na&ed to correft thofe 
Abufes, but are ill executed ; and many more are 
wanting ; which I hope the united Wifdom of 
the Nariori (whereof fo many good Effects have 
already appeared this Seflion) will foon take into 
their profound Confiderarion. 

As I have been always watchful over the Good 
of mine own Country ; and particularly for that of 
our renowned City ; where, (abfit irroidia) I had 
the Honour to draw my firft Breath ; I cannot 
have a Minute's Eafe or Patience to forbear enume- 
rating fome of the greateft Enormities, Abufes, and 
Corruptions fpread almoft through every Part of 
Dublin ; and propofing fuch Remedies, as, I hope, 
the Legiflature will approve of. 

The narrow Compafs to which I have confin- 
ed my felf in this Paper, will allow me only to 
touch the moft important Defefts ; and fuch as I 
think, feem to 'require the mofl: fpeedy Redrefs. 

And firft: Perhaps there was never known a wi- 
fer Inftitution than that of allowing certain Per- 
fons of both S*xes, in large and populous Cities, 
to cry through the Streets many Neceflaries of Life t 
It would be endlefs to recount the Conveniences 
which our City enjoys by this ufeful Invention ; 
and particularly Strangers, forced hither by Bufinefs, 
who refide here but a fhort time : For, thefe having 
ufually but little Money, and being wholly igno- 
rant of the Town, might, at an eafy Price pur- 
chafe a tolerable Dinner, if the feveral Criers would 
pronounce the Names of the Goods they have to 
fell, in any tolerable Language. And therefore un- 
til our Law-makers (hall think it proper to interpofe 
fc far a* to make thofe Traders pronounce cheit 

Word* 
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Words in fuch Terms, that a plain Chriftian Hea* 
rer may comprehend what iscryed; I would advifc 
all new Comers to look out at their ^Jarreji Win- 
dows, and there fee whether the Thing tjiat iscry r 
cd be fojpfff °* Fbi$mery, Buttermilk; or Ombeels. 
For, as Things are noW managed, )ipw is it poffible 
for an honeft Countryman, juft arrived, to. find out 
what is meapt ? For, Inftarlcp., by the following 
Words, ,witK vyhich his Ears are constantly ftunned 
twice a Day, Muggs, fuggs, and Porringers, up in 
the Garret, and down in the Cellar \ J fay, how t 
is it poffible for any Stranger to underfland that this 
jargon is meant as an Invitation to buy a farthing's 
Worth of] Milk for his Breakfaft or Supper, r tiniefs 
hisCuriofity draws him to the Window, or until his* 
Landlady fhall inform fiirn? I produce this Only ai 
One Inftance, among a Hundred much worfe ; 1 
mean where the Words make a Sound wholly in-* 
articulate, which give fb much Difturbanee, and 
fo little Information. . , r t *> * iwa^**J 

The Affirmation folemnly made in the Cry of 
Herrings, is dire&ly againff all Truth and Probabi- 
lity ; Herrings alive, alive here : The Very Proverb 
will convince us of this ; for what is more frequent m 
ordinary Speech, than to fay of fome i^eigjifcour 
for whom the Paffing-Bell rings, that he is dead as 
a Herring. And, pray how is it poflible; that a 
Herring, which, as Philofophers obferve^ cannot 
liv^ longer than One Minute, Three Seconds and 
a half out of Water, ftiould bear a Voyage in open 
Boats from Howth to Dublin, be toffed into twenty 
Hands, and preferve its Life in Sieves for feveral 
Hours ? Nay, we have WitnefTes ready to produce^ 

lhat many Thoufands of thefe Herrings, fo impu- 

degtljl 
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dbneJy afferced w> be alive, have been a Day and a 
Night upon dry Land. But this is not the worft. 
What can we think of fhofe impious Wretches, 
who dare in the Face of the Sun* vouch the very 
fame Affirmative of their Salmon V and cry, 
alive, alive ; whereas, if you call the Woman who 
cryes it, fhe is not a£hamed to turn back her Man- 
tle, and fhew you this individual Salman cut into 
a dozen Pieces. I have eiven good Advice to. 
thefe infamous Difgracers of their Sex and Calling* 
without the kail Appearance of Remorfe ; and 
fiiHy againft the Convi&ion of their own Con-' 
fcienees. I have mentioned this Grievance ta 
feveral of our Parifli Minitters ; but all in vain : 
So that it muft continue until the Government 
fhali think fit to interpofe. 

There is another Cry, which, from the ftrifteft 
Obfcrration I can make, appears to be very mo- 
dern, and it is that or * Sweet-hearts; and is plainly 
intended for a Refleftion upon the Female Sex ; 
as if there were at prefer* fo great a Dearth of 
Lovers, that the Women inftead of receiving Pre- 
fers from Men, were now forced to offer Money, 
to purchafe Sweet-hearts. Neither am I fure, that 
this Cry doth not glance at fome Pifaffe&ion againft 
the Government ; infinuatine, that while fo many 
of our Troops are engaged in foreign Service ; 
and fueh a great Number of our gallant Officers 
conflandy reddein England \ the Ladies are forced 
to take up with Parfons and Jttornies : But this is 
a moft un>uft Refle&ion ; as may foon be proved 
by any Perfon who frequents the CaftU, our pub- 
lick Walks, our Balls and Aflsmblies ; where the 
Vol. IV. Y Ckw* 
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Crowds of * < toupees wete never known to fwarm 
as they do at prefent. 

There is a Cry peculiar to this City, which I 
do not remember to have been ufed in London ; or 
at leaft, not in the fame Terms that it hath been 
pra&ifed by both Parties, during each of theit Pow- 
er ; but, very unjuflly by the Tories. While thefe 
were at the Helm, they grew daily more and more 
impatient to put all true Whig s and Hanoverians 
our of Employments. To effe£b which, they hi- 
red certain ordinary Fellows, with large Baskets on 
their Shoulders, to call aloud at every Houfe, Dirt 
to carry out ; giving that Denomination to our 
whole Party ; as if they would fignify, that the 
Kingdom could never be cleanfed, until we were 
/wept from the Earth like Rubbijb. But, fince 
that happy Turn of Times, when we were Co mi- 
raculously preferved by jult an Inch, from Popery, 
Slavery, Majfacre, and the Pretender ; I muft own 
it Prudence in us, ftill to go on with the fame Cry ; 
which hath ever fince been fo effe&ually obferv- 
ed, that the true political Dirt is wholly removed, 
and thrown on its proper Dunghills, there to cor- 
rupt, and be no more heard of. 

But, to proceed to other Enormities : Every 
Perfon who walks rhe Streets, muft needs obferve 
an immenfe Number of human Excrements at the 
Doors and Steps of watte Houfes, and at the Side9 
of every dead Wall ; for which the difaffe&ed Par- 
ty hath afligned a very falfe and malicious Caufe. • 
They would have it that thefe Heaps were laid 
there privately by Britijb Fundaments, to make the 
World belkve, that our Irijb Vulgar do daily eat 

and 

* Anew Name for a modern Periwig, and for its Owner ; nm 
mF«Jbic». Dec. ij i? 5 $. 
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and drink ; and, confequently, that the Clamour of 
Poverty among us, muft be falfe ; proceeding only 
from Jacobites and Papijfs. They would confirm 
this, by pretending to obferve, that a Britijb Anus 
being more narrowly perforated than one of our 
own Country; and many of thefe Excrements, 
upon a ftrift View appearing Copple-crownx^ with 
a Point like a Cone or Pyramid, are eafily diftin- 
guiflied from the Hibernian, which lie much flat- 
ter, and with lefs Continuity. I communicated 
this Conjefture to an eminent Phyfician, who is 
well verfed in fuch profound Speculations ; and at 
my Requeft was pleafed to make Trial with each of 
his Fingers, by thrufting them into the Anus of 
feveral Perfons of both Nations ; and profefled he 
could find no fuch Difference between them as 
thofe ill-difpofed People alledge. On the contra- 
ry, he affured me, that much the greater Number 
of narrow Cavities were of Hibernian Origin. This 
I only mention to fhew how ready the Jacobitesmt 
to lay hold of any Handle to exprefs their Malice 
againft the Government. I had almoft forgot to 
add, that my Friend the Phyfician could, by find- 
ling each Finger, diftinguifh the Hibernian Excre- 
ment from the Britijb ; and was not above twice 
miftaken in an Hundred Experiments ; upon which 
he intends very foon to publifti a learned Differtation. 

There is a Diverfion ia this City, which ufual- 
ly begins among the Butchers ; but is often conti- 
nued by a Succeffion of other People, through 
many Streets. It is called the COSSING of a 
Dog : And I may juftly number it among our 
Corruptions. The Ceremony is thus : A ftrang* 
Dog happens to pafs through a Fleih-Marker . 

Y a Wbcrt. 
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Whereupon an expert Butcher imrnfedwtely cr}e$ifll 
a loud Voice, and the proper Tone, Cafs, Q>fs,fa- 
veral Times : The fame Word }s repeated by the 
People. The Dog, who perfeftly underftands the 
Term of Art, and confequently the Danger he is 
in, immediately flies. The People, and even his 
own Brother Animals purfUe : The Purfuk and 
Cry attend him perhaps half a Mite ; he is well 
worried in his Flight ; and fometiifie* hardly ef- 
capes. This, our IU-wilhers of the Jacobin Kind, 
are pleafed to call a Ptrfecutio* ; and affirm, that 
it always falls upon Dogs of the Tory Principle* 
But, we can well defend our felves, by juftiy al- 
leging, that, when they were uppermoft* they 
treated our Dogs full as inhumanly : As to ray 
own Part, who have in former Times often at- 
tended thefe Procefliots ; although I can very well 
diftinguifh between a Whig and a Tory Dog ; yet I 
never carried my Refentments very far upon a Pat- 
ty Principle^ except it were againft certain malici- 
ous Dogs, who moft difcovered their Enmity againft 
us in the itiorft of Tims. And, I remember too 
well, that in the wicked Miniftry of the Ear) of 
Oxford ; a large Maftiff of our Party bekif* unmer- 
eifoHy cofid ; ran, without Thinking, between my 
Legs, as I was coming up fifframbUfirut \ and, as 
I am of low Stature, with very (host Legs, bore 
me riding backwards down the Hill, for above 
Two Hundred Yards : And, although I made ufo 
of his Tail for a Bridle, holding it faft with both 
my Hands, and clung my Legs as clofi* to his Skies 
as I could ; yet we both came dowt| together into 
the Middle of the Kennel ; where after row&ng 
three or four Times over each Qth**, i gos up 

with 
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-with muck ado, amidft the Shouts and Hums of 
* Thoufand malicious Jacobites : I cannot, in- 
cited, but gratefully acknowledge, that for this and 
many other Services and Sufferings, I have been 
fince more than over-paid. 

This Adventure may, perhaps, have put me out 
of Love with the Diverfion of Cojfing ; which I 
corfeCs myfeif an Enemy too ; unlets we could 
alwaysbe fare of diftinguifhing ffay Dogs ; where- 
of great Numbers have fince been fo prudent, as 
entirely to change their Principles ; and are now 
juftly efteemed the beft Worriers of their forme* 
Friends. 

t am ajlttfed, and partly know, that all the 
Chimney-Sweepers Boys, where Members of 
f ■ ■ . ■ • -t chiefly lodge, are hired by ortr EnetHieS to 
fcuik in the Tops of Chimnies, With their Heads 
no higher than will juft permit them to look 
found ; and at the ufual Hours when Members are 
going to (he Houfe, if they fee a Coach ftand near 
the Lodging of any loyal Member ; they call Co4th, 
Quub, a$ loud as they can bawl, juft at the Inftanc 
when rihe Footman begins to give the fame CaH. 
And this is chiefly^biie on thofe Da^s, when any 
Point of Importance is to be debated. This Prac- 
tice may be of very dangerous Confequence. For, 
ihefe jk>ys are all hired by Enemies to the Govern- 
ment : And thus, by die Abfence of a few Members 
for a few Minutes, aQueftton may be parried againft 
the true Inteuft of th,e Kingdom ; and, Very pro* 
bably, not without an Eye cowards the frfien- 
der. 

I ha-vj not obferved the Wit and Fancy of 
this Town, fo much employed in any one Article 

as 
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as that of contriving Variety of Signs to hang orer 
Houfes, where Punch is to be fold. The Bowl it 
reprefented full of Punch ; the Ladle ftands ereft 
in the middle ; fupported fometimes by one, and 
fometimes by two Animals, whofe Feet reft upon 
the Edge of the Bowl. Thefe Animals are fome- 
times one black Lion, and fometimes a Couple; 
fometimes a fingle Eagle, and fometimes a fpread 
One ; and we often meet a Crow, a Swan, n Bear, 
or a Cock, in the fame Pofture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of thefe Animals, 
either feparate, or in Conjunftion, are, properly 
fpeaking, fit Emblems or EmbeMunents, to 
advance the Sale of Punch. Beiides, it is agreed 
among Naturalijls, that no Brute can endure the 
Tafte of ftrong Liquor ; except where he hath 
been ufed to it from his Infancy : And, confe- 
quently, it is again it all the Rules of Hieroglyph, ro 
affign thofe Animals as Patrons, or Protedors of 
Punch. For, in that Cafe, we ought to fuppofe 
that the Hoft keeps always ready the real Bird, or 
Beaft, whereof the Pidure hangs over his Door, to 
entertain hisGuefts; which, however, to my Know- 
ledge, is not true in Fad : Not one of thofe Birds 
being a proper Companion for zCbriftian, as to aid- 
ing and aflifting in making the Punch. For, as they 
are drawn upon the Sign, they are much more likely to 
mute, or flied their Feathers into the Liquor. Then, 
as to the Bear, he is too terrible, awkard, and flo^ 
venly a Companion to converfe with ; neither are 
any of them all bandy enough to fill Liquor to the 
Company : I do, therefore, vehemently fufpeft a 
Plot intended againft the Government, by thefe 
Devices. For, although the Spread-Eagle be the 

Arms 
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Arms of Germany, dion which Account it may 
poffibly be a lawful Proteftant Sign ; yet I, who 
am very fufpicious of fair Out-fides, in a Matter 
which fo nearly concerns our Welfare ; cannot 
but call to Mind, that the Pretenders Wife is faid 
to be of German Birth : And that many Popijb 
Princes, in fo vaft an Extent of Land, are report- 
ed to excel both at making and drinking Punch. 
Befides, it is plain, that the Spread-Eagle exhibits 
to us the perfeft Figure of a Crofs ; which is a 
Badge of Popery. Then, as to the Cock, he is 
well known to reprefent the French Nation, our 
old and dangerous Enemy. The Swan, who mud 
of Neceffity cover the entire Bowl with his Wings, 
can be no other than the Spaniard; who endea- 
vours to engrofs all rheTreafures of the Indies to 
himfelf. The Lion is indeed the common Em- 
blem of Royal Power, as well as the Arms of Eng- 
land : But to paint him black, is perfeft Jaco- 
hitifm ; and a manifeft Type of thofe who black- 
en the Aftions of the beft Princes. It is not eafy 
to diftinguifh whether that other Fowl painted o- 
ver the Punch-Bowl, be a Crow or Raven ? It is 
true, they have both been held ominous Birds : But 
I rather take it to be the former ; becaufe it is the 
Difpofition of aCrw, to pick out the Eyes of o- 
ther Creatures ; and often even of Chriftians, af- 
ter they are dead ; and is therefore drawn here, with 
a Defign to put the Jacobites in Mind of their old 
Praftice ; firft to lull us a-fleep, (which is an Em- 
blem of Death) and then to blind our Eyes, that 
we may not fee their dangerous Praftices againft 
the State. 

To 
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To fpeak my private Opinion ; tlie ieaft tfffeti- 
five Pifture in rhe whole Sert, feerm to be the 
Bear; becaufe he reprefettts JJrfa Mqor % or Ae 
Great Bear , who presides over the North y whetfe 
the Reformation firft began ; and whiah, ne*t to 
Britain, (including Scotland and the Tforth of Ire- 
land) is the great Protestor of the true Proteftant 
Religion. But, however, in thofe Signs where I 
bbferve the Bear to be chained, I cannot help far- 
inifing a Jacobite Contrivance ; by which, thefe 
*f raytors hint an earneft Defire of lifing all true 
Whigs, as their Predeceflbrs did rhe primitive Chri r 
#ians : I mean, to reprefent us as Bears, antf thesi 
halloo their tfofy-frogs to bait us to Death. 

Thus I have given a fair Account of what I 
aiffike, in all the Signs fet over thofe Houfes that 
invite lis to Punch. I own it was -a Matter that; 
'did not need explaining ; being fo very obvioBS to 
cormtooti Underftanding : Yet, I know not how 
it happens, but rnerhinks there feefms a fetal BKnd- 
fiefc, to overfpread our corporeal Eyes, *s well as 
bur intelleifitual ; and I heartily wife, I may be 
fbund a falfe Propliet. For, thefe are not bare Sttf 1 , 
picions, but Tnariifeft Demonlbrarions. 

Therefore, kway with thefe Poptfh, Jacobite, 
and idolatrous Gsw-gaws. * And I heartily with a 
Law were ena&ed, under fevere 'Penalties, againft 
drinking arty Punch at all : For, tiorhingis erfer, 
than to prove it a diflffe&ed Liquor. \Fhe chidf 
Ingrediehts, Tvhidi are Brandy, Oranges, and Le- 
mons, are all fent us from Popijb Countries ; and 
nothing remains of Protectant Growth, but Sugar 
and Water. For. as to Bifcuit, which formerly 
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Was held a neceflary Ingredient, and is truly Bri- 
tift>, we find it is entirely reje&ed. 

*ut I will put the Truth of my Affertion paft 
all Doubt : I mean, that this Liquor is by one 
important Innovation, grown of ill Example, and 
llanger ous Confequence to the Pubhck. It is well 
known, that, by the true original Inflitution of 
making Punchy left us by Captain Rat cliff 1 -, the 
Sharpnefs is •only occafioned by the Juice of Le- 
mons ; «nd fo continued until after the happy 
-Revolution. Oranges, alas ! are a meet Innovation, 
and, in a manner, -but of Tefterday. It was the 
Politicks of Jacobites to introduce them gradually : 
And, to what Intent ? The Thing fpeaks it felf. 
It was cunningly to fliew their virulence againft 
liis facred Majefty Kfng William, of ever glorious 
and immortal Memory. But of late (to fliew how 
faft Difloyalty increafeth) they came from one to 
two, and then to three Oranges ; nay, at prefent, 
we often find Pwtfb made all with Oranges ; and 
not one fingle Lemon. For, the Jacobites, before 
the Death of that immortal Prince, had, by a Su- 
perfthion, formed a private Prayer ; that, as they 
fqueezed the Orange, fo might that ProtefiantKmg 
be fqueezed to Death : According to the known 
Sorcery defcribed by Virgil; Ltmus at hie durefcit f 
hac ut cera liquefcit, &c. And, thus the Ro- 
mans, when they facrificed an Ox, ufed this Kind 
of Prayer : As I knock down this Ox, fo may Phou 9 
O Jupiter, knock down our Enemies. In Hke Man* 
ner, after King Williams Death, whenever a Ja- 
cobite fqueezed an Orange, he had a mental Curfe 
upon the glorious Memory ; and a hearty Wifti for 
Power to fqueeze all his Majefty s Friends to Death, 

as 



Digitized by Google 



3$o An Examination of certain Abuses, &c. 

as he fqueezed that Orange, which bore one of His 
Tides, as he was Prince of Orange. This I do af- 
firm for Truth ; many of that Faaion having con- 
feffed it to me, under an Oath of Secrecy; whiclx, 
however, I thought it my Duty not to keep, when 
I faw my dear Country in Danger. But, what bet- 
ter can be expe&ed from an impious Set of Men, 
who never (cruplc to drink Confusion to all true 
Proteftants, under the Name of Whigs ? A moft 
unchriftiati and inhuman Pra&ice ; which, to our 
great Honour and Comfort, was never charged upon 
us, even by our moft malicious Detractors. 

The Sign of two Angels, hovering in the Air, 
and with their Right Hands fupporting a Crozvn, is 
met with in feveral Parts of this City ; and hath 
often given me great Offence : For, whether by 
the Unskilfulnefs, or dangerous Principles of the 
Painters, (although I have good Reafons to fufpefk 
the latter) thofe Angels are ufually drawn with fuch 
horrid, or indeed rather diabolical Countenances, 
that they give great Offence to every loyal Eye; 
and equal Caufe of Triumph to the Jacobites ; being 
a moft infamous Reflection upon our able and 
excellent Miniftry. 

I now return to that great Enormity of City 
Cries; moft of which we have borrowed from 
Jjondon. I fhall confider them only in a political 
View, as they nearly affeffc the Peace and Safety of 
both Kingdoms : And having been originally con- 
irived by wicked Machiavels, to bring in Popery 9 
Slavery, and arbitrary Power, by defeating the 
ProteftantSucceflion,and introducing the Pretender; 
ought, in Juftice, to be here laid open to the World. 

About two or three Months after the happy 
Revolution, all Perfons who pofleft any Employ- 
ment 
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" ment, or Office, in Church or State, were obliged 
by an Aft of Parliament, to take the Oaths to King 
William and Queen Mary ; And a great Number of 
difaffe&ed Perfons, refufing to take the faid Oaths, 
from a pretended Scruple of Confcience, but really 
from a Spirit of Popery and Rebellion, they con- 
trived a Plot, to make the fwearing to thofe Princes 
odious in the Eyes of the People. To this End, 
they hired ^certain Women of ill Fame, but loud 
ftlrill Voices, under Pretence of felling Fifh, to go 
through the Streets, with Sieves on their Heads, 
and cry, buy my Soul, buy my Soul; plainly infi- 
nuating, that all thofe who fwore to King William, 
were juft ready to fell their Souls for an Employ- 
ment. This Cry was revived at the Death of Queen 
Anne, and I hear ftill continues in London, with 
much Offence to all true Proteftants ; but, to our 
great Happinefs, feems to be almoft dropt in Dublin- 
But, becaufe I altogether contemn the Difplea- 
fure and Refentment of High-flyers, Tories, and 
Jacobites, whom I look upon to be worfe even 
than prof eft Papifts ; I do here declare, that thofe 
Evils which I am going to mention, were all brought 
upon us in the * worft of Times, under the late Earl 
of Oxford's Adminiltration, during the four laft 
Tears of Queen Anne* Reign. That wicked Mini" 
fter was univerfally known to be a Papift in his 
Heart. He was of a mofi avaricious Nature, and 
is faid to have died worth four Millions, fterl. be- 
fides his vaft Expenses in Building, Statues, 
Plate, Jewels, and other coftly Rarities. He was 

of 

* A Cant- Word uftA by Whigs for the four laft Tears of Queen 
Anne*/ Bjeigu, during the Earl of Oxford*/ Miniftry ; wboje 
Character bm is an, txatt Reverfe in tvery Particular. 
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pf a mean obfeurt Birth , from the very Dregs *f 
the People-, and fo illiterate, that be could hardly 
read a Paper at the Council Table. I forbear $p 
touch at his open, prophane, profligate Life; ire- 
caufe I defer e not to rake into the JJbes of the Beset* 
and therefore IJbati obferve this wife Maxim : De 
mortuis nil nifi bonum. 

This flagitious Man, in older to com pais his 
black De£gns, employed certain wicked Inftru- 
ments ( which great Statefmen are never without) 
to adapt feveral London Cries, in fuch a Manner as 
would bell anfwer hb Ends. And, whereas it was 
lipon good Grounds grievoufly fufpe&ed, that all 
Places at Court we*e fold tothe higheft Bidder : Cer- 
tain Women were employed by hb Emiflaries, to car- 
ry Fifb bi Baskets on their Heads, and bawl through 
; the Streets, Buy my frefh Places. I muft, indeed, 
.own that other Women ufed the fame Cry, who 
were innocent of thb wicked Defign, and really 
fold their Fifli of that Denomination, to get an ho- 
neft Livelyhood : But the reft, who were in the 
Secret, although they carried Fifb in their Sieves or 
Baskets, to.fave Appearances; yet they had like wife 
a certain Sign, fomewhat refembiing that of the 
Free-Mafons, which the Purchafers of Places knew 
well enough, and were dire&ed by the Women 
whither they were to refort, and make their Pur- 
chafe. And, I remember very well, how oddly it 
lookt, when we obferved many Gentlemen finely 
dreft, about the Court-End of the Town, and as 
far as Fork-Bwldwgs, where the Lord-Treafurer 
Oxford dwelt; calling the Women who criecj Buy 
myfrefh Places, and talking to them in the Corner 
of a Street, until they understood each other's Sign. 

But 
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But we never could obferve that any Fife was 
bought. 

Some Years before the Cries laft mentioned; 
*he Duke of was reported to have made cer- 
tain Overtures to the Court of England, for admit- 
ting hi$ eldeft Son, by the Dutchefs of Orleans** 
Daughter, to fucceed to the Crown, as next Heir,, 
upon the Pretenders being rejefted ; and that Soa 
was immediately to turn Pntejrant. It was confi- 
dently reported, that great Numbers of People dif- 
affe&ed to the then fflujtrious but now Royal 
Houfe of Hanover, were in thofe Meafurea. 
Whereupon, another Sett of Women were hired 
by the Jacobite Leaders, to cry through the whole 
Town, Buy my Savoys, dainty Savoys, curious Sa- 
voys. But, I cannot dire&ly charge the late Earl 
of Oxford with this Con/piracy, becaufe he was not 
then chief Minifter. However, this wicked Cry 
itiQ continues in London, and was brought over hi- 
ther ; where it remains to this Day ; and is in my hum- 
ble Opinion, a very offenfive Sound to every true 
Proteftant, who is old enough to remember thofe 
dangerous Times. 

During the Miniftry oi that corrupt and Jaeo- 
iiie Earl abovementioned, the fecret pernicious De- 
fign of thofe in Power, was to fell Flanders to 
f ranee: The Conference of which, muft have 
been the infallible Ruin of the States-General, and 
would have opened the Way for France to obtain 
that univerfal Monarchy, they have fb long 
aimed at ; to which the Britijb Dominions muft 
next, after Holland, have been compelled to fuhr 
miu Whereby the Protejiant Religion would be 
*ooted out of the World. 

A 
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A Design of this vaft Importance, after long 
Confutation among the Jacobite Grandees, with • 
the Earl of Oxford at their Head ; was at laft deter- 
mined to £>e carried on by the fame Method with ; 
the former : It was therefore again put in Praftice ; 
but the Condufi of it was chiefly left to chofert 
Men, whofc Voices were louder and ftronger than 
thofe of the other Sex. And upon this Occafion, 
was firft inftituted in London, that famous Cry of 
Fxounders. But the Cryers were particularly di- 
refted to pronounce the Word Flaunders $ and not 
Flounders. For, the Country which we now by 
Corruption call Flanders, is in its true Orthography 
fpelt Flaunders, as may be obvious to all who read 
old Eng/ijb Books. I fay, from hence begun that 
thundering Cry, which hath ever fince ftunned the 
Ears of all London, made fo many Children fall in- 
to Fits, and Women mifcarry ; Come buy myfrefb 
Flaunders, curious Flaunders, charming Flaunders, 
alive, alive, bo; which laft Words can with no 
Propriety of Speech, be applied to Fifh manifeftly 
dead, (as I obferved before in Herrings and Salmon) 
but very juftly to ten Provinces, containing ma-* 
ny Millions of living Chriftians. But the Appli- 
cation is ftill clofer, when we confider that all the 
People were to be taken like Fijbes in a Net; and, 
by Affiftance of the Pope, who fets up to be the 
univerfal Fijber of Men, the whole innocent Na- 
tion was, according to our common Expreffion, to 
be laid as fiat as a Flounder. 

I remember, my felf, a particular Cry er of 
Flounders in London, who arrived at fo much Fame 
for the Loudnefs of his Voice, as to have the Ho^ 
aour of being mentioned, upon that Account, in a 

Come- 
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Comedy. He hath difturbed me many a Morning, 
before he came within Fifty Doors of my Lodging: 
And although I were not, in thofe Days, fo fully 
apprized of the Deligns which our common Enemy 
had then in Agitation ; yet,' I know not how, by a 
lecret Impulfe, young as I was, I could not forbear 
conceiving a ftrong Diflike againft the Fellow; and 
often faid to my felf, this Cry feems to be forged in 
the Jefuites School : Alas^ poor England ! I am 
griewujly mi/faken, if there be not fome Popifti 
Plot at the Bottom. I communicated my Thoughts 
to an intimate Friend, who reproached me with be- 
ing too vilionary in my Speculations. But it proved 
afterwards, that I conje&ured right. And I have 
fince refle&ed, that it the wicked Fa&ion could 
have procured only a Thoufand Men, of as ftrong 
Lungs as the Fellow I mentioned, none can tell 
how terrible the Confequences might have been, 
not only to thefe two Kingdoms, but over all £0- 
rope, by felling Flanders to France. And yet thefe 
Cries continue unpunilhed, both in London and 
Dublin ; although, I confefs, not with equal Vehe- 
mency or Loudnefs ; becaufe the Reafon for con- 
triving this defperate Plot, is, to our great Felicity^ 
wholly ceafed. 

It is well known, that the Majority of the Br/- 
tijb Houfe of Commons, in the laft Years of Queen 
Annes Reign, were in their Hearts dire&ly oppo- 
iite to the Earl of Oxford's pernicious Meafures; 
which put him under the Neceffity of bribing them 
with Sallaries. Whereupon he had again Recourfe 
to his old Politicks. And accordingly, his Emiffa- 
ries were very bufy in employing certain artful Wo- 
men, of no good Life or Converfation, (as it was 

fully 
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fully proved before Jufticc * Peyton) to cry that Ve^ 
ecrable Commonly called Sollary, through the Town; 
Thefe Women differed from the common Cryett 
of that Herb, by feme private Mark which I could 
never learn ; but the Matter was notorious enough, 
and fufficiently talked of; and about the fame Pe- 
riod was the Cry of Sollary brought over into this 
Kingdom. But fince there is not, at this prefenr, 
the leaft Occafion to fofped the Loyalty of our 
Cryers upon that Article, I am content that k may 
Hill be tolerated. 

I shall mention but one Cry more, which hath 
any Reference to Politicks ; but is, indeed, of all 
others, the moft infolent, as well as tr«afonable, un- 
der our preietu happy Eftafoliftiment. I mean that 
of 'Turnups ; not of fur nips, according to the befl 
Orthography, but abfolutely Turnups. Although 
this Cry be of an older Date than fame of the pre- 
ceding Enormities ; for it began foon after the Re- 
volution; yet was if never known to arrive at fo 
great an Height, as during the Earl of Oxford s 
Power. Some People, (whom I take to be private 
Enemies) are, indeed, as ready as my felf to pro. 
fefs their Difapprobation of this Cry, on Pretence 
that it began by the Contrivance of certain old Pro- 
curers, who kept Houfes of ill Fame, where 
lewd Women met to draw young Men into Vice* 
And this they pretend to prove by feme Words in 
the Cry ; becaufe, after the Oyer had bawled out 
Turnups, bo, buy my dainty Turnups \ he would 
fometime* add the two following Verfes. 



* J farms WHg jMfimt in thfi 7ious> 
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tfurn up the Mijlrefs, and turn up the Msid, 
And turn up the Daughter, and be not afraid. 

This, fay fome political Sophifts, plainly fliews, 
that there can be nothing further meant in fp in- 
famous a Cry, than an Invitation to Lewdnefs ; 
which, indeed, ought to be feverely punilhed in 
all well regulated Governments; yet cannot be fair- 
ly interpreted as a Crime of State. But, I hope, 
we are not fo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
Time of Day, with fuch poor Evafions. I could, 
if it were proper, demonftrate the very Time when 
thofe two Verfes were compofed, and name the 
Author, who was no other than the\famous Mr. 
Swan, fo well known for his Talent at Quibbling ; 
and was as virulent a Jacobite as any in England. 
Neither could he deny the Faft, when he was 
taxed for it in my Prefence, by Sir Harry Dutton~ 
Colt, and Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna CoC- 
fee-Houfe, on the 10th of June, 1701, Thus it 
appears to a Demonftration, that thofe Verfes wer© 
only a Blind to conceal the moft dangerous Defigns 
of the Party; who from the firft \ears after the 
happy Revolution, ufed a Cant- way of talking in 
their Clubs, after this Manner : We hope to fee th* 
Cards Jhuffled once more, and another King Turn- 
up frump: And, when pall we meet over a Dijh 
of Turnups ? The fame Term of Art was ufed in 
their Plors againft the Government, and in their 
treafonable Letters writ in Cyphers, and decyphered 
by the famous Dr. Wallis, as you may read in the 
Tryalsof thofe Times. This 1 thought lit to fefc 
forth at large, and in fo clear a Light; becaufe#fce : 
Vol. IV. Z Scotch 
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Scotch and French Authors have given £ very diffe- 
rent Account of the Word Turnup ; but whether 
out of Ignorance or Partiality, I flull not decree ; 
becaufe, I am fure the Reader is convinced by my 
Difcovery. It is to be obfervecfc, that this Cry was 
lung in a particular Manner, by Fellows in Difguife, 
to give Notice where thofe Traytors were to meet, 
in order to concert their villainous Defign& 

I have no more to add upon this Article, than 
an humble Propofal, that thofe who cry this Root 
at prefent in our Streets of Dublin, may be compel- 
led by the Juftices of the Peace, to pronounce fizr- 
»/jS and not 'Turnups for, I am afraid, we have 
ftill too many Snakes in our Bofom ; and it would 
be well if their Cellars were fometimes fearched, 
when the Owners leaft expe&it; for I am not out 
of Fear, that lattt anguis inHerba. 

Thus, we are zealous in Matters of finall Mo- 
ment, while we negleft thofe of the higheft Im- 
portance. I have already made it manifeft, that all 
thefe Cries were contrived in the worft of times, 
under the Miniftry of that defperate Statefman, 
Robert late Earl of Oxford ; and for that very Rea- 
fo», ought to be rcjefted with Horror, as begun in 
the Reign of Jacobites, and may well be numbered 
~ among the Rags of Popery and Treafon: Or if it 
be thought proper, that thefe Cries muft continue, 
furely they ought to be only trufted in the Hands of 
true Protejfants who have given Security to the 
Government. 

IV. Ml 



Digitized by Google 



C 33? ) 




- • 

N. R In the following Difcoarfe the Author per- 
fonates a Country Gentleman in the North of Ireland . 
And this Letter isfuppofed as direfied to the Dra- 



pier. 



Having on the 1 2th of October laft, received a 
L E TTE R.figned Andrew Dealer, and Patrick 
Pennylefs ; / believe the following Paper, juft 
come to my Hands, will be a ftifficient ** r ~ M 
to it. 




Sicvos, non vobis, vellera fertis oves. 



Written in the Yeat 1^28. 



S i k, 

Am a Country Gentleman, and 
a Member of Parliament \ with an 
Eftate ot about 1400/. a Year; 
which, as a Northern Landlord, I 
receive from above two Hundred 
Tenants : And my Lands having 
been let near twenty Years ago, the Rents, until 
very lately, were efteemed not to be above half Va- 
lue ; yet by the intolerable Scarcity of Silver, I lye 
under the greateft Difficulties in receiving them ; 
as well as in paying my Labourers ; or buying any 

Z a Thing 
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Thing neceflary for my Family from Trade/men, who 
are not able to be long out of their Money. But the 
Sufferings of me, and thofe of my Rank, are Trifles 
in Companion of what the meaner Sort undergo 5 
fuch as the Buyers and Sellers, at Fairs and Mar- 
kets ; the Shopkeepers in every Town ; the farmers 
in general ; all thofe who travel with Ftp, Poul- j 
try* Pedlary-ware ; and other Conveniences 
to fell : But more efpecially Handy crafts-men, who 
work for us by the Day ; and common Labourers 
whom I have already mentioned. Both r hefe Kind 
of People I am forced to employ until their Wages 
amount to a Double Pifiole, or a Moidore, (for we 
hardly have any Gold of lower Value left us) 
to divide it among themfelves as they can : And 
this is generally done at an Ale-boufe, or Brandy-* 
Jhop ; where, befides the Coft of getting drunk? 
(which is ufually the Cafe) they muft pay ten 
Pence or a Shilling, for changing their Piece into 
Siher, to fome Hitckftering Fellow, who follows 
that Trade. But, what is infinitely worfe f thofe 
poor Men for want of due Payment, are forced to 
take up their Oat-meal, and other Neceflaries of 
Life 9 at almoft double Value ; and, confequently, 
are not able to difcharge half their Score ; efpecially 
under the Sc arcenefs of Corn, for two Years paft ; 
and the melancholly Difappointment of the pre- 
sent Crop. 

The Caufes of this, and a Thoufand other Evils, 
are clear and manifeft to you, and all thinking 
Men ; although hidden from the Vulgar : Thele 
indeed complain of hard Times, the Dearth of Corn, 
the Want of Money, the Badnefs of Seafons ; that 
their Goods bear no Price, and the Poor cannot 

find 
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find work *, but their weak Reafonings never car- 
ry them to the Hatred and Contempt born us by our 
Neighbours and Brethren, without the leaft Grounds 
of Provocation ; who rejoyce at our Sufferings, 
although fometimes to their own Difadvantage. 
They confider not the dead Weight upon every 
beneficial Branch of our Trade ; that half our Re- 
venues are annually fent to England '; with many 
other Grievances peculiar to this unhappy King- 
dom ; which keep us from enjoying the common 
Benefits of Mankind ; as you and fome other Lo- 
vers of their Country have fo often obferved, with 
fuch good Inclinations, and fo little Effeft. 

It is true indeed, that under our Circumftan- 
ces in general ; this Complaint for the Want of 
Silver, may appear as ridiculous, as for a Man to 
be impatient about a Cut-Finger, when he is ftruck 
with the Plague : And yet a poor Fellow going to 
the Gallows, may be allowed to feel the Smart of 
JVafps while he is upon Tyburn-Road. This Mis- 
fortune is fo urging, and vexatious in every Kind 
of fmall Traffick ; and fo hourly preffing upon all 
' Perfons in the Country whatfoever ; that a Hun- 
dred Inconveniences, of perhaps greater Moment 
in themfelves, have been tamely fubmitted to, with 
far lefs Difquietude and Murmurs. And the Cafe 
feems yet the harder, if it be true, what many skil- 
ful Men affert, that nothing is more eafy than a 
Remedy ; and, that the Want of Silver, in Propor- 
tion to the little Gold remaining among us, is alto- 
gether as unneceflary, as it is inconvenient. A Per- 
fon of Diftindion affured me very lately, that, in 

difcourfin S 
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difcourfing with the * Lord Lieutenant, before his 
laft Return to England \ his Excellency faid, He 
bad preffed the Matter often, in proper time and 
Place, and to proper Perfons ; and could not fee ti- 
ny Difficulty of the leaft Moment, that could pre- 
vent us from being made eafy upon this Article. 

Whoever carries to England twenty leven£#£-- 
Vtfb Shillings, and brings back one Mptdore of full 
Weight, is a Gainer of Nine Pence Irijb : In a 
Guinea, the Advantage is Three Pence ; and Two 
Pence in a Ptftole. The Banker*, who are gene- 
rally Mailers of all our Gold and Si<vtr, with this 
Advantage, have fent over as much of the latter, 
as came into their Hands. The Value of One 
Thoufand Moidores in Siher, would thus amount 
in dear Profit, to 37/. iox. The Shopkeepers* 
and other traders, who go to London to buy Goods, 
followed the lame Pra&ice ; by which we have been 
driven into this infupportable Dittrefs. 

To a common Thinker, it fhould feem, that no- 
thing would be more eafy, than for the Government 
to redrels this Evil, at any Time they fhall pi cafe. 
When the Value of Guineas was lowered in Eng- 
land from 11s. and 6 d. to only 2 1 s. the Conle- 
quences to this Kingdom were obvious, and mani- 
feft to us all : And a lober Man may be allowed 
at leaft to wonder, although he dare not' com* 
plain, why a new Regulation of Coin among us, 
Was not then made ; much more, why it hath ne- 
ver] been fince. It would furely require no very 
profound Skill in Algebra, to reduce the Difference 
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of Nine Pence in thirty Shillings ; or Three Pence 
in a Guinea to left than a Farthing ; and fo fmall 
1 Fra&ion could be no Temptation, either to Ban- 
kers to hazard their Siher at Sea, or Tradefmen to 
load themfelves with it, in their Journies to Eng- 
land. In my humble Opinion it would be no un- 
feafonable Condefcenfion, if the Government would 
gracioufly pleafe to fignify to the poor loyal Protejt- 
0nt SubjeSs of Ireland, either that this miferable 
Want of Silver is not poflitjle to be remedied in 
any Degree, by the niceft Skrll in Arfohmetick ; or 
eife, that it doth not ftand with the good Pleafure 
of England, to fuflfer any Silver at all amotag us. In 
the former Cafe, it would be Madnefi to expe& 
Jmpoffibilities ; and in the other, we muft fub- 
mit : For, Lives and Fortunes are always at the 
Mercy of the Conqueror. 

The Queftion hath been often put in printed 
Papers, by the Drapier and others, or, perhaps, 
t>y the fame Writer, under different Styles ; why 
this Kingdom ftiould not be permitted to have a 
Mint of its own, for the Coinage of Gold, Silver, 
and Copper ; which is a Power exercifed by many 
Bijbaps, and every petty Prince in Germany ? But 
fhis Queftion hath never been anfwered ; nor the- 
leaft Application, that I have heard of, made to 
the Grown froit hence, for the Grant of a fuNic'k 
Mint ; althpugh it ftands upon Record, that fe 
veral Cities and Corporations here, had the Liber- 
ty of Qjimng Siher. I can fee no Reafons, why 
we alone of all Nations, are thus reftrained ; but 
fuch as I dare not mention : Onlv thus far, I 
may venture \ that Ireland is the firft Imperial 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom, fince Ntmrod, which ever wanted Pow- 
er, to Gv* their own Money. 

I know very well, that in England, it is lawful 
for any Subjefib to petition either the Prince or rhe 
Parliament, provided it be done in a dutirul and 
regular Manner : But what is lawful for a Sub)e£i 
of Ireland, I profefs I cannot determine : Nor will 
undertake, that your Printer (hall not be profecu- 
ted, in a Court of Juftice, for publifhing my Wijbes* 
that a poor Shopkeeper might be able to change a 
Guinea, or a Moidore, when a Cuftomer comes 
for a Crowns Worth of Goods. I have known 
lefs Crimes punifhed with the utmoft Severity, un- 
der the Title of Difaffcffion. And I cannot but 
approve the Wifdom of the Aitients, who, after 
Afirea had fled from the Earth, at leaft took 
Care to provide three upright Judges for Hell. 
Mens Ears, among us, are indeed grown fo nice, 
that whoever happens to think out of Falhion, 
in what relates to the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
dare not fo much as complain of the tooth -ach ; 
left our weak and bufy Dablers in Poliricks, ftiould 
be ready to fwear againft him for Dtfaffetiion. 

There was a Method pra&ifed by Sir Ambrofg 
Crawley, the great Dealer in Iron-works ; which I 
wonder the Gentlemen of our Country, under this 
great Exigence, have not thought fir to imitate. In 
the feveral Towns and Villages where he dealt, and 
many Miles round ; he gave Notes inftead of Mo- 
ney, from Two Pence to Twenty Shillings ; which 
pafled current in all Shops and Markets, as well as 
in Houfes, where Meat or Drink was fold. I fee 
no Reafon, why the like Pra&ice may not be in- 
troduced among us, with fome Degree of Succefs ; 

°? 
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or at leaft may not fcrvc as a poor Expedient, in 
this our blejfed Age of Paper ; which, as it difcharg- 
eth all our greateft Payments, may be equally ufeful 
in the (mailer ; and may juft keep us alive, until an 
Englijb A3 of Parliament fhall forbid it. 

1 HAVk been told, that among fome of our poor- 
eft American Colonies, upon the Continent, the 
People enjoy the Liberty of cutting the little Mo- 
ney among them into Halves and Quarters, for the 
Conveniences or fmall Traffick. How happy 
fhould we be, in Comparifon of our prefent Condi- 
tion, if the like Privilege were granted to us, of 
employing the Sheers, for want of a Mint, upon 
our foreign Gold ; by clipping it into Half -Crowns, 
ana Shillings, and even lower Denominations ; for 
Beggars mufl be content to live upon Scraps; and 
it would be our Felicity, that thefe Scraps could 
never be exported to other Countries, while any 
Thing better was left. 

If neither of thefe Projefts will avail, I fee no- 
thing left us, but to truck and barter our Goods, 
like the wild Indians, with eajch other ; or with our 
too powerful Neighbours; only with this Difad- 
vantage on our Side, that the Indians enjoy the 
Produft of their own Land ; whereas the better 
half of ours is fent away, without fo much as a 
Recompence in Bugles or Glafs in return. 

It muft needs be a very comfortable Circum- 
ftance, in the prefent Junfture, that fome Thou- 
fand Families are cone, or going, or preparing to go 
from hence, and fettle themfelves in America. 
The poorer Sort, for want of Work ; the Farmers 
whofe beneficial Bargains are now become a Rack- 
Rent too hard to be born. And thofe who have 

any 
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any ready Money, or can purchafe any, by the Sale 
of their Goods or Leafes; becaufc they find their 
Fortunes hourly decaying, that their Goods will 
bear no Price, and that few or none have any Mo- 
ney to buy the very Neceflaries of Life, are haften- 
ing to follow their departed Neighbours. It is true* 
Corn among us carries a very high Price; but it is 
for the (ame Reafon, that Rats, and Cats, and dead 
Horfes, have been often bought fox Gold in a Town 
befieged. 

There is a Perfon of Quality in my Neighbour- 
hood, who Twenty Years ago, when lie was juft 
come to Age, being unexperienced, and of a gene- 
rous Temper, let his Lands, even as Titties went 
then, at a low Rate to able Tenants ; and confe- 
quently by the Rife of Land fince that Time, look- 
ed upon his Eftate to be fet at half Value : But 
Numbers of thefe Tenants, or their Defendants* 
are now offering to fell their Leafes by Cant i even 
thofe which were for Lives, fome of them renewa- 
ble for ever, and fome Fee- Farms, which the 
Landlord himfelf hath bought in at half the Pric* 
they would have yielded feven Years ago. And 
fome Leafes let at the fame Time for Lives, have 
been given up to him, without any Confideration 
at all. 

This is the moft favourable Face of Things at 
prefent among us; I fay, among us of the North, 
who are efteemed the only thriving People of the 
Kingdom. And how far, and how foon this Mi- 
fery and Defolation may fpread, is eafy to fore fee. 

The yzli Sums of Money daily carried off, b/ 
our numerous Adventurers to Amtriea, have depri- 
ved 
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ved us of our Gold in thefe Parts, almoft as much 
as of our Silver. 

And the good Wives who come %o our Houfes, 
offer us their Pieces of Linen, upon which theit 
whole Dependence lies, for fo little Profit, that it 
can neither half pay their Rents, nor half fupport 
(their Families. 

It is remarkable, that this Enthufiafin fpread 
among our Northern People, of flickering them- 
felves in the Continent of America, hath no other 
Foundation, than their prefent infupportable Con- 
dition at home. I have made all poflible Enquiries, 
to learn what Encouragement our People have met 
With, by any Intelligence from thofe Plantations, 
fufficient to make them undertake fo tedious and 
hazardous a Voyage, in all Seafons of the Year; and 
fo ill accommodated in their Ships, that many of 
them have died miferably in their Paflage ; but could 
never get one &tisfa£fcory Anfwer. Some body, 
they know not who, had written a Letter to his 
Friend or Coufin from thence, inviting him, by all 
Cleans, to come over ; that it was a fine fruitful 
Country, and to be held for ever at a Penny an 
Acre. But the Truth of the Faft is this: THe 
Englijb eftabliftied in thofe Colonies, are in great 
W ant of Men to inhabit that Traft of Ground, 
which lies between them and the wild Indians, 
Who are not reduced under their Dominion. We 
Wad of fome barbarous People, whom the Romans 
Placed in their Armies, for no other Service than 
to blunt their Enemies Swords, and afterwards to 
fiD up Trenches with their dead Bodies. And thus 
bur People, who tranfport themfelves, are fettled in 
thofe interjacent Trads, as a Screen againft the In- 

iults 
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fulrs of the Savages ; and may have as much Land 
*s they can clear from the Woods at a very reafona- 
ble Rate, if they can afford to pay about a Hundred 
Years Purchafe, by their Labour. Now, befides 
the Fox's Reafons, which inclines all thofe who 
have already ventured thither, to reprefent every 
Thing in a falfe Light, as well for juffifying their 
own Conduft, as for getting Companions in their 
Mifery : The governing People in thofe Plantati- 
ons, have alfo wifely provided, that no Letters ftiall 
be fuflfered to pafs from thence hither, without be- 
ing firft viewed by the Council ; by which, our 
People here are wholly deceived, in the Opinions 
they have of the happy Condition of their Friends 
gone before them. This was accidentally difcover- 
ed fome Months ago, by an honeft Man ; who ha- 
ving tranfported himfelf and Family thither, and 
finding all Things direftly contrary to his Hope, 
had the Luck to convey a private Note, by a faith- 
ful Hand, to his Relation here ; entreating him not 
to think of fuch a Voyage, and to difcourage all 
his Friends from attempting it. Yet this, although 
it be a Truth well known, hath produced very lit- 
tle Effeft, which is no Manner of Wonder; for 
as it is natural to a Man in a Fever to turn often, 
although without any Hope of Eafe ; or when he is 
purfued, to leap down a Precipice, to avoid an Ene- 
my juft at his Back; fo, Men in the extremeft De- 
gree of Mifery and Want, will naturally fly to the 
firft Appearance of Relief, let it be ever fo vain or 
vifionary. 

You may obferve, that I have very fuperficially 
touched fheSubjeft I began with, and with the ut- 
moft Caution : For I know how criminal the leaft 

Com- 

- 
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Complaint hath been thought, however feafonable, 
or juft, or honeftly intended ; which hath forced 
me to offer up my daily Prayers, that it may never, 
at leaft in my Time, be interpreted by Inuendds as 
a falfe, fcandalous, feditious and difaffe&ed A&ion, 
for a Man to roar under an acute Fit of the Gout ; 
which, befide the Lofs and the Danger, would b^ 
very inconvenient to one of my Age, fo feverely 
affii&ed with that Diftemper. 

I wish you good Succefs; but I can promife you 
little, in an ungrateful Office you have taken up, 
without the leaft View, either to Reputation or 
Profit. Perhaps your Comfort is, that none but 
Villains and Betrayers of their Country, can be 
your Enemies. Upon which I have little to (ay, 
having not the Honour to be acquainted with ma- 
ny of that Sort; and therefore, as you eafily may 
believe, am compelled to lead a very retired Life* 

X am, SIR, 

Tour mofi obedient. 

Humble Servant, 

A. North: 

County of Down, 
Dec. 2, 1728. 
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THE 

ADVANTAGES 

Propofed by Repbaung the 

Sacramental Test,* 

Impartially Confidered. 

Written in the Year 1732. 

1 

Hoevek. writes impartially upon this 
Subject, muft do it not only as a 
meer fecular Man ; bnt as one who 
is altogether indifferent to any par- 
ticular Syftem of Chriftianity. 
And, I think, in whatever Coun- 
try that Religion predominates, there is one certain 
Form of Worfhip and Ceremony, which is looked 
upon as, the Eftablifhed ; and confequently only the 
Priclts of that particular Form, are maintained at 

tht 
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*he publick Charge ; and all Civil Employments arc 
beftowed among thofe who comply (at leaft out- 
wardly) with the fame Eftablifhment. 

This Method is ftri&ly obferved, even by our 
Neighbours the Dutch, who are confetfed ro allow 
the fulleft Liberty to Conference, of any Chriftian 
State ; and yet are never known to admit any 
Perfons into Civil Offices, who do not con- 
form to the legal Worfhip. As to their Milita- 
ry Men, they are indeed not fo fcrupulous ; being, 
by the Nature of their Government, under a Ne- 
ceffity of hiring foreign Troops of whatever Reli- 
gious Denomination, upon every great Emergency ; 
and maintaining no fmaH Number in Time of 
Peace. 

This Caution therefore of making one Efta- 
blilhed Faith, feems to be univerfal, and founded 
upon the ftrongeft Reafons ; the miftaken, or affec- 
ted Zeal of Obftinacy, and Enthufiafm, having pro- 
duced fuch a Number of horrible deftru&ive E- 
vents, throughout all Chriftendom. For, whoever 
begins to think the National Worfhip is wrong, in 
any important Article of Pte&ice or Belief; will, if 
he be ferious, naturally have a Zeal to make as ma- 
ny Profelytes as he can : And a Nation may poffibly 
have an Hundred different Sefts with their Leaders ; 
every one of which, hath an equal Right to plead, 
that theymuft obey God rather than Man ; muft 
ery aloud and [pare net ; muft lift up their Vote* 
Me a trumpet. 

This was the very Cafe of England, during the 
Fanatick Times. And againft all this, there leems 
to be no Defence, but that of fuppnrting one efta- 
Uiflied Form of Doftrine and Plfcipiine ; leaving 

the 
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the reft to a bare Liberty of Confcience; but with-^ 
out any Maintenance or Encouragement from the 
Publick. 

Wherever this National Religion grows fo cor- 
rupt, or is thought to do fo by a Very great Majo- 
rity of landed People, joined to the governing 
Party, whether Prince or Senate, or both ; it ought 
to be changed ; provided the Work might be done 
without Blood orConfufion. Yet, whenever fucha 
Change (hall be made, fome other Eftabliftunent 
muft fucceed, although for the worfe ; allowing all 
Deviations that would break the Union, to be only 
tollerated. In this Senfe, thofe who affirm that 
every Law, which is contrary to the Law of God, is 
void in its felf, feem to be miitaken. For, many 
Laws in Popijb Kingdoms and States; many more 
among the lurks; and perhaps not a few in other 
Countries, are dire&ly againft the Divine Laws; 
and yet, God knows, are very far from being void 
in the executive Part. 

Thus, for Inftance: If the three Eftates of Par- 
liament in England (whereof the Lords Spiritual, 
who reprefent the Church, are one ) fhould agree, 
and obtain the Royal Affent to abolifh Epifcopacy ; 
together with the Liturgy, and the whole Frame of 
the Englijb Church, as burtbenfome, dangerous, and 
contrary to Holy Scripture; and that Presbytery, 
Anabaptiftn, Quakerifm, Independency, Muggleto- 
mantfm, Brewnifm, Familifm, or any other fub- 
divided Seft among us, fhould be eftabliftied in its 
Place; without Queftion, all peaceable bubje&s 
ought paffively to fubmit; and the predominant 
Seft muft become the Religion eftablifhed; the 
Publick maintaining no other Teachers, nor admit- 
ting 
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ting any Perfons of a different religious Profeffion* 
into Civil Offices ; at leaft, if their Intention be to-* 
preferve the Nation in Peace. r 
Supposing then, that the prefent Syftem of Re- 
ligion were abolifhed ; and Presbytery, which I find 
ftands the faireft ; with its Synods and Claffes, and 
all its Forms and Ceremonies, effential or circum- 
ftantial, were ere&ed into the National Worfhip : 
Their Teachers, and no others, could have any le- 
gal Claim, to be fupported at the publick Charge* 
whether by Stipends or Tythes ; and only the reft 
of the fame Faith to be capable of Civil Employ- 
ments. 

If there be any true Reafoning in what I have 
laid down ; it ftiould feem, that the Projeft now in 
Agitation for repealing the feji Jff, and yet leaving 
the Name of an Eftablilhment to the prefent Nati- 
onal Church, is altogether inconfiftent ; and may 
admit of Confequences, which thofe, who are tho 
moft indifferent to any Religion at all, are pofljbly 
Hot aware of. 

I presume, whenever the Tejt (hall be repealed, 
which obliges all Men, who enrer into Office un- 
der the Crown, to receive the Sacrament according 
to the Rites of the Church of Ireland ; the Way to 
Employments will immediately be left open to all 
Vijfenters, (except Papijls) whofe Conferences 
can fuffer them to take the common Oaths, in fuch 
Cafes prefcribed ; after which, they are qualified to 
fill any Lay-Station in this Kingdom, from that of 
Chief Governor, to an Excife-Man. 

Thus, of the three Judges on each Bench, tht 
firft may be a Presbyterian, the fecond a Free-will 
, Vol* IV. t A a. , . 
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Baptijf, and the third a Churchman; the Lord 
Chancellor may be an Independant ; the Revenues 
may be managed by feven Commifiioners of as ma- 
ny different Sefts ; and the like of all other Em- 
ployments. Not to mention the ftrong Probability, 
that the Lawful nefs of taking Oaths may be revealed 
to the Quakers ; who then will Hand upon as goocf 
a Foot for Preferment, as any other loyal Subject 
It is obvious to imagine, under fuch a motlyAdmini- 
ftration of Affairs, what a clafhing there will be of 
Interefts and Inclinations ; what Pullings and Hawl- 
ings backwards and forwards ; what a Zeal and By- 
afs in each Religionift, to advance his own Tribe, 
and deprefs the others. For, I fuppofe, nothing 
will be readier granted, than that how indifferent 
foever moil Men are in Faith and Morals; yer, 
whether out of Artifice, natural Complexion, or 
Love of Contradi&ion, none are more obftinate in 
maintaining their own Opinions, and worrying all 
y^ha differ from them, than rhofe who publickly 
(hew the leaft Senfe, either of Religion, or com- 
nion Honefty. 

As to the latter, Bifhop Burnet tells us, that the 
Presbyterians, in the Fanarick Times, profeffed 
themferves to be above Morality; which, as we 
find in fome of their Writings, was numbered 
among the beggarly Elements : And accordingly, at 
this Day, no Scruples of Conscience, with regard to' 
Conformity, are in any Trade or Calling, inconfi- 
ftenr with the greateft Fraud, Oppreffion, Perjury, 
or any other Vice. 

This brings to my Memory a Paffage in Mon- 
taigne* of a common Proftirute; who, in the 
ffortoing of a Town, when a Soldier came up to 

her 
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}ier Chamber, and ofFered Violence to her Chaftr 
ty, rather chofe to venture her Neck, by leaping 
out of the Window, than fuffer a Rape ; yet ftill 
continued her Trade of Lewdnefs, while fhe had 
any Cuftomers left. 

I confbss, that, in my private Judgment, an 
unlimited Permiffion of all Sefts whatfoever (ex- 
cept Papifts) o enjoy Employments, would be left 
pernicious to the Publick, than a fair Struggle be- 
tween two Contenders; becaufe, in the former Cafe, 
fuch a Jumble of Principles, might poflibly have the 
Effeft of contrary Poyfons mingled together; 
which a ftrong Conftitution might perhaps be able 
for fome Time to furvive. 

But, however, I lhall take the other, and more 
probable Suppofition, that this Battle for Employ** 
tnents, is to be fought only between the Presbytia 
rians, and rhofe of the Church yet eftablifhed. I 
fhall not enter into the Merits of either Side, by 
examining which of the two is the better fpiritual 
Qeconomy, or which is moft fuited to our Civil 
Conftitution. But the Queftion turns upon thii 
Point: When the Presbyterians fhall have got 
their Share of Employments, (which muft be one 
full half, or elfe they cannot look upon themfelvea 
as fairly dealt with) I ask, whether they ought noc 
by their own Principles, and by the ftri&eft Rules 
of Confcience, to ufe the utmoft of their Skill* 
Power, and Influence, in order to reduce the whol* 
Kingdom to an Uniformity in Religion, both as to 
Do&rine and Difcipline, moft agreeable to the 
Word of God. Wherein, if they can fucceed 
without Blood (as under the prefent Difpofitiorf 
i \ A a z of 
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t)f Things it is very poffible they may) it is to bS 
hoped they will at laft be fatisfied : Only I would 
warn them of a few Difficulties. The firft is ; for 
compromifing among themfelves, that important 
Controverfy about the Old Light and the New ; 
which otherwife may, after this Eftablifhment, 
fplit them as wide as Papift and Proteftant, Whig 
4nd Tory, or Churchman and Dijfefiter ; and con+ 
iequently the Work will be to begin again. For in 
Religious Quarrels, it is of little Moment how few 
or fmall the Differences are; efpecially when the 
Pifpute is only about Power. Thus the zealous 
Presbyterians of the North, are more alienated 
from the eftablifhed Clergy, than from the Romijb 
Priefts ; taxing the former with idolatrous Worfhip, 
as difguifed Papifts, Ceremony Mongers, and many 
other Terms or Art ; and this for a very powerful 
Reafon ; becaufe the Clergy ftand in their Way, 
which the Popijh Priefts do not. Thus I am af- 
fured, that the Quarrel between Old and New Light- 
Men, is managed with more Rage and Rancour, 
than any other Difpute of the higheft Importance ; 
and this, becaufe it ferves to leffen or increafe their 
feveral Congregations, from whom they receive 
*heir Contributions. 

Amothhr Difficulty, which may embarrafs the 
Presbyterians after their Eftabliftiment, will be how 
po adjuft their Claim of the Kirk's Independency on 
the Civil Power, with the Conftitution of this 
Monarchy ; a Point fo delicate, that it hath often 
filled the Heads of great Patriots with dangerous 
Notions of the Church Clergy, without the leaft 
Ground of Sufpicion. 
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; As to the Presbyterians allowing Liberty of Con-> 
fcience to thofe of Epifcopal Principles, when their 
own Kirk (hall be predominant; their Writers are 
fo uniyerfally agreed in the Negative, as well as 
their Pra&ice during Oliver % Reign; that I believe 
no reafonable Churchman, (who muft then be a. 
Dijfenter) will expeft it. 

I shall here take Notice, that in theDivifion 
of Employments among the Presbyterians, after this 
approaching Repeal of the fe/t-Ait ; fuppofing 
them, in proper Time, to have an equal Share, I 
Compute the Odds will be three or four to one on 
their Side, in any further Scheme they may have 
towards making their Religion National. For I 
reckon, all thofe Gentlemen fent over from Eng- 
land, whatwer Religion they profefs, or have been 
educated in, to be of that Party; Since it is no 
Mark of Prudence, for any Perfons to oppofe the 
Current of a Nation, where they are in fome 
Sort only Sojourners ; unlefs they have it in Di~ 
reffion. 

If there be any Maxim in Politicks, not to be 
controuled, it muft be the following. That thofe 
whofe private Intereft is united with the Intereftof 
their Country ; fuppofing them to be of equal Un~ 
derftanding with the reft of their Neighbours, will 
heartily wi(h, that the Nation fhould thrive. Out 
of thefe are indubitably excepted all Perfons who ai«r 
fent from another Kingdom, to be employed in Pla- 
ces of Profit or Power ; becaufe they can poflibly 
bear no Affeftion to the Place where they lbj ourn, 
even for Life ; their fole Bufinefs being to advancer 
themfelves, by following the Advice ot their Prin- 
ttpals. I except likewue, thofe Perfons who are 
. . taken. 
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taken into Offices, although Natives of the Land % 
becaufe they are greater Gainers while they keep theif 
Offices, than they could poffibly be by mending the 
miferable Condition of their Country. 

I except, Thirdly, all Hopers, who, by bal- 
ancing Accounts with themfelves, turn the Scale 
on the fame Side ; becaufe theftrong Expe&ation of 
a good certain Salary, will outweigh the Lofs by bad 
Rents, received out of Lands in moneylefs Times, 

If my Lords, the Bifhops, who, I hear, are now 
employed in a Scheme for regulating the Conduct 
and Maintenance of the inferior Clergy ; ftiall, in 
their Wifdom and Piety, and Love of the Church, 
confent to this Repeal of the Tefi ; I have not the 
Uaft Doubt, that the whole Reverend Body will 
chearfully fubmit to their Spiritual Fathers; of 
\vhofe paternal Tendernefs for their Welfare, they 
have already found fo many amazing Inftances, 

I am not, therefore, under the leaft Concern a-* 
bout the Clergy on this Account. They will ( for 
fomefime) be no great Sufferers by this Repeal ^ 
becaufe I cannot recoiled, among all our Se&s, any 
one that gives Latitude enough to take the Oarhs 
required at an Inftitution, to a Church-living; and 
until that Bar fhall be removed, the prefent Epifco* 
pal Clergy are fafe for two Years. Although it may 
be thought fomewhat unequal, that in the Northern 
Parts, where there may be three Diffinters to one 
Churchman, the whole Revenue fhall be engrofled 
by Him who hath fo fmall a Part of the Cure. 

It is true, indeed, that this Difadvantage, which, 
the Diffinters at prefent lye under, of a Durability 
to receive Church-Preferments, will be eafily reme- 
died by the Repeal of the feft. For the Diffcnttnp 

Teach- 
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Teachers are under no Incapacity of accepting Cw 
vil and Military Employments ; wherein they agree 
perfe&ly with the Popijh Clergy; among whonv, 
great Cardinals and Prelates have been Commander* 
of Armies, chief Minifters, Knights of many Or- 
ders, Ambafladors, Secretaries of State, and in mod 
high Offices under the Crown ; although they affert 
the indelible Charatfer y which no Se&aries among 
us did ever aflume. But that many, both Presby- 
terians and Independants, Commanders as well as 
private Soldiers, were profefled Preachers in the 
Time of their Dominion, is allowed by all. Crom- 
well himielf was a Preacher ; and hath left us one 
of his Sermons in Print, exaffcly in the feme Style 
and Manner with thofe of our modern Presbyte- 
rian Teachers : So was Colonel Howard, Sir George 
Downing^ and feveral others whofe Names are on 
Record. I can, therefore, fee no Reafon why a 
painful Presbyterian Teacher, as foon as the Tejf 
fhall be repealed, may not be priviledged to hold, 
along with his Spiritual Office and Stipend, a Com- 
miflion in the Army, or the Civil Lift in Cotnmen- 
dam : For, as I take it, the Church of England 
is the only Body of Chriftians, which, in Effe£fc, 
difqualifies thofe, who are employed to preach its 
Do&rine, from ftiaring in the Civil Power, further 
than as Senators : Yet this was a Priviledge begun 
in Times of Popery , many Hundred Years before the 
Reformation ,, and woven with the very In ftitution 
of our limited Monarchy. 

There is indeed another Method, whereby trie 
Stipends of diflenting Teachers may be raifed, and 
the Farmer much relieved ; if it (hould be thought 

* 4 
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proper to reward a People fo deferving, and (b loy- 
al by their Principles. Every Bilhop, upon the Va- 
cancy of a Church- Living, can fequefter the Pro* 
iits for the Ufe of the next Incumbent. Upon a 
Lapfe of half a Year, the Donation falls to the Arch- 
btfliop, and after a full Year to the Crown, during 
Pleafure. Therefore, it would be no Hardfhip for 
any Clergyman alhe, if, in thofe Parts of Ireland, 
where the Number of Se&aries much exceeds that 
of the Conformifts, the Profits, when fequeftred, 
might be applied to the Support of the diflenting 
Teacher, who hath fo many Souls to take Care of ; 
Whereby the poor Tenants would be much reliev^ 
ed in thofe hard Times, and in a better Condition 
to pay their Rents. 

But there is another Difficulty in this Matter, 
againft which a Remedy doth not fo readily occur. 
For, fuppofing the Teft-rA£fc repealed, and the Dif- 
fenters in Confequence fully qualified for ajl fecular 
Employments ; the Queftion may ftill be put, whe- 

. ther thofe of Ireland will be often the Perfons on 
whom they (hall be beftowed ; becaufe it is ima- 
gined, there may be another Seminary in View, 
more numerous and more needy ; as well as more me- 
riting, and more eafily contented with fuch low 
Offices ; which fome nearer Neighbours hardly 

; think it worth ftirring from their Chimney-fides to 
obtain. And, I am told, it is the common Prac- 

; tiqe of thofe who are skilled in the Management 
of Bees ; that when they fee a foreign Swarm, at 
fome Diftance, approaching with an Intention to, 

plunder their Hives; thefe Artifts have a Trick to 
divert them into fome neighbouring Apiary, there 

, jnake what Havock they pleafe. This I ftiould 

not 
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not have hinted, if I had not known it already to 
have gotten Ground in many fufpe&ing Heads: 
For it is the peculiar Talent of this Nation, to fee 
Dangers afar off: To all which, I can only fay, 
that our native Presbyterians muft, by Pains and In- 
duitry, raife fuch a Fund of Merit, as will anfwer 
to a Birth fix Degrees more tb the North. If they 
cannot arrive at this Perfeftion, as feveral of the 
eftabliflied Church have compaffed by indefatigable 
Pains ; 1 do not well fee, how their Affairs will 
much mend by repealing the Tejt : For, to be quali- 
fied by Law to accept an Employment ; and yet to 
be dhqualified'in Faffc, as it will much increafe the 
Mortificatiou, fo it will withdraw the Pity of many 
among their Well-wiftiers ; and utterly deprive them 
of that Merit they have fo long made, of being a 
loyal true Protejtant People, perfecuted only for 
Religion. 

If this happen to be their Cafe, they muft waic 
Maturity of Time ; until they can by prudent, gen- 
tle Steps, make their Faith become the Religion 
Eftablifhed in the Nation; after which, I, do not 
in the lead doubt, that they will take the moft ef- 
feftual Methods, to fecure their Power againft thofe> 
who muft then be Dijfenters in their Turn; 
.whereof, if we may form a future Opinion from 
prefent Times, and the Difpofitions of Dijfenters, 
who love to make a tborow Reformation ; the Num- 
ber and Qualities will be very inconfiderable. 

Thus I have, with the utmoft Sincerity, after 
.long thinking, given my Judgment upon this ardu- 
ous Affair; but with the utmoft Deference, and 
gubmiffion to publick Wifdom and Power. 

Q.TJE- 
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QUE RIES 

Relating to the 

■ 

Sacramental TE ST. 



Written in the Year 1 73 2. 




*$P«y ftaaW^HETHER Hatred and Vio- 
lence between Parties in a 
State be not more inflamed 
by different Views of Inte- 
. „ re ^ than by the greater or 
leffer Ditferences between them, either in Religion 
or Government ? 

Whether it be any Part of the Queftion at this 
Time, which of the two Religions is worfe, Pa- 
pery, or Fanatkifm : or not rather, which of the 
two, (having both the fame good Will) is in the 
hopefulleft Condition to ruin the Church ? 

Whether the Se&aries, whenever they come 
to prevail, will not ruin the Church as infallibly 
and effe&ually as the Papifts ? 

Whe- 
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Whether the prevailing Se&aries could allow 
Liberty of Confidence to Diffenters, without bely- 
ing all their former Pra&ice, and almoft all their 
former Writings? 

Whether, many hundred thoufand ScotcbFtc{~ 
byterians, are not full as virulent againft the EpiC- 
Xttpal Church, as they are againft the Papifis ; or, 
as they would have us think, the Papifis are a- 
gain ft them ? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moft diftin- 
guiftied for allowing Liberty of Confidence, do 
ever admit any Perfons, who profefs a different 
Scheme of Worfhip from their own, into Civil 
Employments ; although, they may be forced by 
the Nature of their Government, to receive mer- 
cenary Troops of all Religions ? 

Whether the Diffenters ever pretended until 
of late Years, to defire more than a bare Tole- 
ration ? 

- Whether, if it be true, what a forry Pamphle- 
teer aflerrs, who lately writ for repealing the Tejf 9 
that the Diffenters in this Kingdom are equally 
numerous with the Churchmen : It would not be 
a neceflary Point of Prudence, by all proper and 
lawful Means to prevent their further Increafe? 

The great Argument given by thofe whom they 
call low Churchmen, to juftify the large Tolera- 
tions allowed to Diffenters, hath been ; that by fuch 
Indulgences, the Rancour of thofe Se&aries would 
gradually wear off, many of them would come o- 
ver to us, and their Parties in a little Time crumble 
to nothing. 

Query. If what the above Pamphleteer afferts, 
thai the Se&aries, are in equal Numbers with Con- 

formifts, 
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formifts, it doth not clearly follow, that rhofe re- 
peated Tolerations, have operated direfHy contra* 
ry to what thofe low Church Politicians pretend- 
ed to forefee and expeft ? 

Whether, any Clergyman, however dignified 
or diftinguiftied, if he think his own Profeflion 
mod agreeable to Holy Scriptures, and the primi- 
tive Church, can really wifh in his Heart, that all 
Sectaries fhould be upon an equal Foot with 
the Churchmen, in the Point of Civil Power and 
Employments ? 

Whether Epifcopacy, which is held by the 
Church to be a Divine and Apoftolical Inftitution, 
be not a fundamental Point of Religion, particular- 
ly in that effential one of conferring Holy Or- 
ders ? * 

Whether, by neceffary Confequences, the (e- 
veral Expedients among the Sectaries to conftitute 
their Teachers, are not abfolutely null and void ? 

Whether the Se&aries will ever agree to ac- 
cept Ordination only from Bifliops ? 

Whether the Bifhops and Clergy will be con- 
tent to give up Epifcopacy, as a Point indifferent, 
without which the Church can well fubfift ? 

Whether that great Tendernefs towards Se&a- 
ries, which now fo much prevails, be chiefly ow- 
ing to the Fears of Popery, or to that Spirit of A- 
theifm, Deifin, Scepticifm, and univetfal Immora- 
lity, which all good Men fo much lament ? 

Granting Popery to have many more Errors 
in Religion than any one Branch of the Se&aries ; 
]et us examine the A&ions of both, as they have 
each affected the PeaQe of thefe Kingdoms, with 

. Allowance 
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Allowance for the fliort Time which the Sefta- 
ries had to aft in, who are, in a Manner but of 
^Tefttrday. The Papifts in the Time of King 
James the lid. ufed all Endeavours to eftablifh their 
Superftition ; wherein they failed, by the united 
Power of Englijb Church Proteftants, with the 
Prince of Oranges Afliftance. But it cannot be 
afferted, that thefe bigotted Papifts had the leaft 
Defign to depofe or murder their King, much lefs 
to abolifti kingly Government ; nor was it their In- 
tereft or Inclination to attempt either. 

On the other Side, the Puritans, who had al- 
moft from the Beginning of Queen EIizabetb'% 
Reign, been a perpetual Thorn in the Church's 
Side, joining with the Scotch Enthufiafts, in the 
Time of King Charles the Firft, were the princi- 
pal Caufe of the Irijh Rebellion and Majfacre, by 
diftrelfing that Prince, and making it impoflible for 
him to fend over timely Succours. And, after that 

{nous Prince had fatisfied his Parliament in every 
ingle Point to be complained of ; the fame Secta- 
ries by poifoning the Minds and Affeftions of the 
People, with the moft falfe and wicked Reprefen- 
tations of their King, were able in the Compafs of 
a few Years to embroil the three Nations in a 
bloody Rebellion, at the Expence of many tKoufand 
Lives; to turn the kingly Power into Anarchy; to 
murder their Prince in the Face of the World, and 
(in their own Style) to deftroy the Church Roof 
and Branch. 

. The Account therefore ftands thus. The Pa- 
pcfts aimed at one pernicious Aft, which was to 
deftroy the Proteftant Religion ; wherein, by God $ 

* i Mercy, 
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Mercy, and the Affiftance of our Glorious Ring 
William, they abfolutely failed The Seif tries at- 
tempted the three mod infernal A&ions, that could 
polfibly enter into the Hearts of Men, for&ken by 
God ; which were, the Murder of a moft pious 
King, the Deftru&ion of the Monarchy, and the 
Extirpation of the Church ; and fucceeded in them 

*il 

Upon which, I put the following Queries, Whe- 
ther any of thofe Sedaries have ever yet in a (o- 
lemn publick Manner, renounced any one of thofe 
Principles upon which their Predeceffors then 
afted ? 

Whethfr, confidering the cruel Perfecurions of 
the Epifcopal Church, during the Courfe of that 
horrid Rebellion and the Confequences of it, until 
the happy Rejtoration ; is it not manifeft, that the 
perfecuring Spirit lyes fo equally divided between 
the Papifis and the Se&aries, that a Feather would 
turn the Balance on either Side ? 

And, therefore, laftly, Whether any Perfon of 
common Underftandining, who profeffeth himfelf 
a Member of the Church eftablifhed, although, per- 
haps, with little inward Regard to any Religion 
(which is too often the Cafe) if he loves the 
Peace and Welfare of his Country ; can, after cool 
Thinking, rejoyce to fee a Power placed again in 
the Hands of foreftlefe, fo ambitious, and fo mer- 
cilefi a Fa&ion, to aft over all the fame Parts a fe- 
condTime ? 

Whether the Candor of that Expreffion, fo 
frequent of late in Sermons and Pamphlets, of the* 
Strength and Number of the Papifb in Ireland, can- 
be 
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ie juftified? For as to their Number, however 
great, it is always magnified in Proportion to the 
Zeal, or Politicks, of the Speaker and Writer ; but 
it is a grofs Impofition upon common Rcafon, to 
terrify us with their Strength. For Popery, under 
the Circumftances it lies in this Kingdom ; although 
it be offenfive, and inconvenient enough, from the 
Confequences it hath to encreafe the Rapine, Sloth 
and Tgnorance, as well as Poverty of the Natives ; is 
not properly dangerous in that Senfe, as fome would 
have us take it ; becaufe it is univerfally hated by eve- 
ry Party of a different religious Profeffion. It is the 
Contempt of the Wife: The beft Topick for 
Clamours of defigning Men : But the real Terror 
only of Fools. The landed Popijb Intereft in Eng- 
land, far exceeds that among us, even in Propor- 
tion to the Wealth and Extent of each Kingdom. 
The litrle that remains here, is daily dropping into 
Proteftant Hands, by Purchafe or Defcent; and 
that affe&ed Complaint of counterfeit Converts, 
will fall with the Caufe of it in half a Generation; 
unlefs it be raifed or kept alive, as a continual Fund 
of Merit and Eloquence. The Papifts are wholly 
difarmed. They have neither Courage, Leaders, 
Money, or Inclinations to rebel. They want eve- 
ry Advantage which they formerly pofleffed, to 
follow that Trade ; and wherein, even with thofe 
Advantages, they always mifcarried. They appear 
very eafy, and farisfied under that Connivance which 
they enjoyed during the whole laft Reign ; nor ever 
fcrupled to reproach another Party, under which 
they pretend to have fuffered fo much Severity. 

Upon 
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Upo h thefe Confiderations I muft confefs to hav<* 
fufpcnded much of my Piry towards the great 
Dreaders of Popery ; many of whom appear to 
hail, ftrong, aftive young Men; who, as lam tolcf, 
eat, drink, and fleep heartily ; and are very chear T 
ful (as they have exceeding good Reafon) upon all 
other Subjeds. However, I cannot too much com- 
mend the generous Concern, which our Neigh- 
bours and others, who come from the fame Neigh- 
bourhood, are fo kind to exprefs for us upon this 
Account ; although the former be further removed 
from the Dangers of Popery, by Twenty Leagues of 
Salt- Water: But this, I fear, is a Digreflion. 

When an artificial Report was raifed here ma- 
ny Years ago, of an intended Invafion by the Pre- 
tender, (which blew over after it had done its Of- 
fice) the Diffettters argued in their Talk, and m 
their Pamphlets, after this Manner, applying them- 
felves to thofe of the Church. Gentlemen, if the 
Pretender had landed, as the Law now flands, we 
durft not aflift you; and therefore, unleft you take 
off the Tejt, whenever you (hall happen to be in- 
vaded in eameft, if we are defired to take up Arms 
in your Defence, our Anfwer fhall be, Pray Gen- 
tlemen fight your own Battles, we will lie by quiet- . 
ly ; conquer your Enemy by your felves, if you 
can ; we will not do your Drudgery. This Way of 
Reafoning I have heard from feveral of their Chiefs 
and Abettors, in an Hundred Converlations : and 
have read it in Twenty Pamphlets : And, I am con- 
fident, it will be offered again, if the Projeft lhould 
fail to take off the ftft. 

Upon 
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Upon which Piece of Oratory and Reafonixig 
I form the following Query. Whether, in Cafe of 
an Invafion from the Pretender (which is not quite 
fo probable as from the Grand StignUt) the Dif- 
fenters can, with Prudence and Safety, offer the 
fame Plea ; except they (hall have made a preyioui 
Stipulation with the Invaders? And, Whether the 
full Freedom of their Religion and Trade, their 
Lives, Properties, Wives and Children, are not, and 
have not always been reckoned fufficient Motives fot 
repelling Invafions ; efpecially in our Sectaries, who 
call themfelves the trueft Protejtants, by Virtue of 
their pretended or real Fiercenefs zguxifi Popery ? 

Whether, omitting or neglecting to celebrate 
the Day of the Martyrdom of the bleffed King 
Charles the Firft, enjoined by Aft of Parliament, 
can be juftly reckoned a particular and difhnguifh- 
ing Mark of good Affection to the prefent Go- 
vernment ? 

Whether in thofe Churches where the did 
Day is obferved, it will fully anfwer the Intent of 
the faid Aft ; if the Preacher (hall commend, cx- 
cufe, palliate, or extenuate the Murder of that 
Royal Martyr ; and lay the Guilt of that horrid 
Rebellion, with all its Confequences, the following 
Ufurpations, the intire Deftruftion of the Church, 
the cruel and continual Perfecutions of thofe who 
could be difcovered to profefs its Doctrines, with 
the enfuine Babel of Fanaticifm ; to the Account of 
that blefled King; who, by granting the Petition of 
Right, and paffing every Bill that could be asked 
for the Security of the Subject, had, by the Con- 
feflion even of thofe wicked Men, before the War 
began, left them nothing more to demand? 

Vol. IV. B b Whe- 

*- . — . - - - 
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Whether fuch a Preacher as I have named, 
(whereof there have been more than one, not ma- 
ny Years paft, even in the Prefence of Viceroys) 
who takes that Courfe as a Means for Promotion ; may 
not be thought to ftep a little out of the common 
Road, in a Monarchy where the Defendants of 
that moft blefled Martyr have reigned to this Day ? 

I ground the Reafon of making thefe Queries, 
on the Title of the ASt; to which I refer the 
Reader. 




T O 
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TO THE 

■ 

HONOURABLE 

■ 

Houfe of Commons, &c. 

The humble PETITION of the Foot- 
men in and about the City of 
DUBLIN. 



Written in the Year 1732. 



Humbly Sheweth, 




HAT your Petitioners are a great 
and numerous Society^ endowed 
with feveral Privileges, Time out 
of Mind. 

That certain lewd, idle* and 
dtforderly Perfons, for feveral 



Month* paft, as it is itotorioufly known, have been 

B b 3 daily 



37» 1h humble Petition of the 

daily feen in the publick Walks of this City, ha- 
bited fometimet in Green Coats, and fometimes la- 
ced, with long Oaken Cudgels in their Hands, and 
without Swords ; in hopes to procure Favour, by 
that Advantage, with a great Number of Ladies who 
frequent thole Walks ; pretending and giving them- 
felvet out to be true genuine Irifb Footmen. 
Whereas they can be proved to be no better than 
common toupees ; as a judicious Eye may foon 
difcover, by their autward, clumfy, ungenteelGiXt* 
and Behaviour ; by their Unskilfulne/s in Drefs, e- 
ven with the Advantage of our Habits ; by their 
ill-favoured Countenances ; with an Air of Impu- 
dence and Vullnefs peculiar to the reft of their Bre- 
thren : Who have not yet arrived at that tranfeen- 
dent Pitch of Affurance. Although, it may be 
juftly apprehended, that they will do fb in time, 
if thefe Counterfeits (hall happen to fucceed in their 
evil Defign, of pafling for real Footmen, thereby 
to render themfelves more amiable to the Ladies. 

Tour Petitioners do further alledge ; that many 
of the faid Counterfeits, upon a ftrift Examination, 
have beon found in the very Aft of ftrutting,fla~ 
ring, fwearing, fwaggering, in a Manner that 
plainly (hewed their bed Endeavours to imitate us. 
Wherein, although they did not fucceed ; yet by 
iheir ignorant and ungainly Way of copying our 
Graces, the utmoft Indignity was endeavoured to 
be caft upon our whole Profeffion. 

Your Petitioners do therefore make it their 
humble Requeft, that this Honourable Houfe (to 
many of whom your Petitioners are nearly allied) 
will pleafe to take tfiis Grievance into your moil 

feriout 
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ferious Confederation : Humbly fubmitting, whe» 
rher it would not be proper, that certain Officer* 
might, at the Publick Charge, be employed to fearch 
for, and difcover all fuch Counterfeit Footmen, and 
carry them before the next Jufiice of Peace ; by 
whofe Warrant, upon the firft Convi&ion, they 
(hould be dripped of their Coats and Oaken 
Ornaments, and be fet two Hours in the Stocks. 
Upon the fecond Convi&ion, befides ftripping, 
be fet fix Hours in the Stocks, with a Paper 
pinned on their Breaft, fignifying their Crime, 
in large Capital Letters, and in the following 
Words. A B. commonly called A B. Efq; a 
Toupee, and a notorious Itnpoftor, who prefumed 
to perfonate a true Irijh Footman. 

And for any further Offence, the faid Toupee 
fhall be committed to Bridewell, whipped three 
Times, forced to hard Labour for a Month, and 
not to be fet at liberty, till he fhall have given fuf- 
ficient Security for his good Behaviour. 

Your Honours will pleafe to obferve, with what 
Lenity we propofe to treat thefe enormous Offen- 
ders, who have already brought fuch a Scandal on 
our Honourable Calling, that feveral well-meaning 
People have miftaken them to be of our Fraternity ; 
in Diminution to that Credit and Dignity wherewith 
we have fupported our Station, as we always did, 
in the worft of Times. And we further beg Leave 
-co remark, that this was manifeftly done with a fe- 
ditious Defign, to render us lefs capable of ferving 
the Publick in any great Employments, as feveral 
of our Fraternity, as well as our Ancefiors have 
done. 

W fi 
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We do therefore, humbly implore your Honours 
to give neceflary Orders for our Relief, in this pre- 
fent Exigency, and your Petitioners (as in Duty 
bound ) (hall ever pray, & c . 



Dublin, 
1732. 



1 




N. B. 
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N. B. About the Time that this Speech was wr#> 
ten, the Town was much pe/tered with Street- 
Robbers ; who, in a barbarous Manner would 
feize on Gentlemen, and take them into remote 
Corners, and after they had robbed them, wonld 
leave them bound ana gagged. It is remarka- 
ble, that this Speech had fo good an Effetf, that 
there have been very few Robberies of that kind 
committed ftnce. 

THE LAST 

SPEECH 

AND 

D TING WORDS 

OF 

Ebenezor Ellifton, <who was Executed 
the Second Day of May, 1722. 

Publijhed at his Defire, for the Common Good. 



A M now going to differ the juft 
Puniftiment for my Crimes preferr- 
ed by the Law of God and my Coun- 
try. I know ic is the conftant Cu- 
ftom, that thofe who come to this 
Place ihould have Speeches made 
for them, and cryed about in their own Hearing, 
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as they arc carried to Execution ; and truly they 
are fuch Speeches that although our Fraternity be 
in ignorant illiterate People, they would make a 
Man afhamed to have fuch Nonfenfe and falfe 
Englijb charged upon him even when he is going 
to the Gallows : Xhey contain a pretended ac- 
count of our Birth and Family ; of the Fafib for 
which we are to d\t ; of our (incere Repentance ; 
and a Declaration of our Religion. I cannor expeft 
to avoid the fame Trearment with my Predeceffors, 
However, having had an Education one or two 
Dtgrees better than thofe of my Rank and Pro- 
feffion ; I have been confidering ever fince my 
Commitment, what it might be proper for me to 
deliver upon this Occafion. 

And Firft, I cannot fay from the Bottom of 
my Heart, that I am truly forry for the Offence I 
have given to God and the World ; but I am ve- 
ry much fo, for the bad Succefs of my Villanies in 
bringing me to this untimely End. For it is plain- 
ly evident, that after having fome time ago obtain- 
ed a Pardon from the Crown, I again took up tny 
old Trade ; my evil Habits were fo rooted in me, 
and I was grown fo unfit for any other kind of 
Employment. And therefore although in Com- 
pliance with my Friends, I refolve to go to the 
Gallows after the ufual Manner, Kneeling, with 
a Book in my Hand, and my Eyes lift up ; yet I 
lhall feel no more Devotion in my Heart than I 
have obferved in fome of my Comrades, who have 
been drunk among common Whores the very 
Night before their Execution. I can fay further 
from my own Knowledge, that two of my Frater- 
nity after they had been hanged, and wonderfully 

came 
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came to Life, and made their Efcapes, as it fome- 
times happens ; proved afterwards the wickedeft 
Rogues I ever knew, and fo continued until they 
were hanged again for good and all ; and yet they 
had the Impudence at both Times they went to the 
Gallows, to finite their Breafts, and lift up their 
Eyes to Heaven all the Way. 

Secondly, From the Knowledge I have of my 
own wicked Difpofttions and that of my Comrades, 
I give it as my Opinion, that nothing can be more 
unfortunate to the Publick, than the Mercy of the 
Government in ever pardoning or tranfporting us ; 
unlefs when we betray one another, as we never 
fail to do, if we are fure to be well paid ; and then 
a Pardon may do good; by the fame Rule, that it 
is betUr to have but one Fox in a Farm than three 
or four. But we generally make a Shift to return 
after being tranfported, and are ten times greater 
Rogues than before, and much more cunning. Be- 
fides, I know it by Experience, that fome Hopes 
we have of finding Mercy, when we are tryed, or 
after we are condemned, is always a great Encou- 
ragement to us. 

Thirdly, Nothing is more dangerous to idle 
young Fellows than the Company of thofe odious 
common Whores we frequent, and of which this 
Town is full : Thefe Wretches put us upon all 
Mifchief to feed their Lufts and Extravagancies s 
They are sen rimes more bloody and cruel than 
Men ; their Advice is always not to fpare if we are 
purfued ; they get drunk with us, and are common 
to us all ; and yet, if they can get any Thing by it, 
are fure to be our Betrayers. 

Now, 
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Now, as I am a dying Man, fome thing I have 
done which may be of good \Jfe to the Publick- 
I have left with an honeft Man (and indeed the 
only honeft Man 1 was ever acquainted with) the 
Names of all my wicked Brethren, the prefent 
Places of their Abode, with a lhort Accouat of 
the chief Crimes they have committed ; in many of 
which I have been their Accomplice, and heard 
the reft from their own Mouths : I have likewife 
fee down the Names of ^hofe we call our Setters, 
of the wicked Houfes we frequent, and of thofe 
who receive and buy our ftolen Goods. I have 
folemnly charged this honeft Man, and have re- 
ceived his Promife upon Oath, that whenever he 
heats of anyRogue to be tryed for robbing, or lioufe- 
breaking, he will look into his Lift, and if he find*, 
the Name there of the Thief concerned, to fend 
the whole Paper to the Government. Of this 1 
here give my Companions fair and publick Warn- 
ing, and hope they will take it. 

In the Paper abovementioned, which I left with, 
my Friend, I have alfo fet down the Names of feve- 
ral Gentlemen who have been robbed in Dublin. 
Streets for three Years paft : I have told the Cir- 
cumftanjees of thofe Robberies ; and fhewn plainly 
that nothing but the Want of common Courage 
was the Caufe of their Misfortunes. I have there- 
fore defired my Friend, that whenever any Gentle- 
men happens to be robbed in the Streets, he will 
get that Relation printed and publilhed with the 
hrft Letters of thofe Gentlemens Names, who by 
their own Want of Bravery are likely to be rhe 
Caufe of all theMifchief of that Kind, whicji may 
happen for rhe future. 

I CAN- 
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I cannot leave the World without a fhort De- 
fcription of that Kind of Life, which I have led 
for fome Years paft ; and is exaftly the fame with 
the reft of our wicked Brethren. 

Although we are generally fo corrupted from 
our Childhood, as to have no Senft of Goodnefs ; 
yet fomething heavy always hangs about us, I know 
not what it is, that we are never eafy till we are 
half drunk among our Whores and Companions; 
nor ileep found, unlefs we drink longer than we 
can ftand. If we go abroad in the Day, a wife 
Man would eafily find us to be Rogues by our 
Faces ; we have fuch a fufpicious, fearful and con- 
{trained Countenance; often turning back, and 
flinking through narrow Lanes and Allies. I have 
never failed of knowing a Brother Thief by his 
Looks, chough I never 6w him before. Every 
Man among us keeps his particular Whore, who 
is however common to us all, when we have a mind 
to change. When we have got a Booty, if it be in 
Money, we divide it equally among our Compani- 
ons, and foon fquander it away on our Vices in 
tjiofe Houfes that receive us ; for the Mafter and 
Miftrefs, and the very Tapfter, go Snacks; and 
befides make us pay treble Reckonings. If our Plun- 
der be Plate, Watches, Rings, Snuff-Boxes, and 
the like ; we have Cuftomers in all Quarters of the 
Town to take them off. I have feen a Tankard 

worth Fifteen Pounds fold to a Fellow in — • 

orrcer for Twenty Shillings ; and a Gold Watch for 
Thirty. I have fet down his Name, and that of 
feveral others in the Paper already mentioned. We 
have Setters watching in Corners, and by dead Walls, 
to give us Notice when a Gentleman goes by ; efpe- 

cially 
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cially if he be any thing in Drink. J believe in 
my Conidence, (hat if an Account were made of a 
Thoufand Pounds in ftolen Goods ; confidering the 
low Rates we fell them at, the Bribes we muft give 
for Concealment, the Extortions of Ale-houfe Rec- 
konings, and other neceffary Charges, there would 
not remain Fifty Pounds clear to be divided among 
the Robbers. And out of this we muft find Cloaths 
for our Whores, befides treating them from Morn- 
ing to Night ; who, in Requital, reward us with 
nothing but Treachery and the Pox. For when 
our Money is gone, they are every Moment threar- 
ning to inform againft us, if we will not go out to 
look for more. If any Thing in this World be 
like Hell, as I have heard it defcribed by our Cler- 
gy ; the trueft Pifture of it muft be in the Back- 
Room of one of our Ale-houfes at Midnight; 
where a Crew of Robbers and their Whores are met 
together after a Booty, and are beginning to grow 
drunk ; from which Time, until tKey are paft their 
Senfes, is fuch a continued horrible Noife of Cur- 
ing, Blafphemy, Lewdnefs, Scurrility, and brutifh 
Behaviour ; fuch Roaring and Confufion, fuch a 
Qatter of Mugs and Pots at each others Heads; 
that Bedlam* in Comparifon, is a fober and orderly 
Place : At laft they all tumble from their Stools and 
Benches, and fleep away the reft of the Night; 
and generally the Landlord or his Wife, or fome 
other Whore who has a ftronger Head than the 
reft, picks their Pockets before they wake. The 
Misfortune is, that we can never be eafy till we are 
drunk ; and our Drunkennefs conftantly expofes us 
to be more eafily betrayed and taken. 

This 
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The Speech of Ebenezor Elliston, &c. 381 

This is a fliort Pi&ure of the Life I have led; 
which is more miferable than that of the pooreft 
Labourer who works for four Pence a Day ; and yet 
Cuftom is fo ftrong, that I am confident, if I could 
make my Efcape at the Foot of the Gallows, I 
Ihould be following the fame Courfe this very 
Evening. So that upon the whole, we ought to 
be looked upon as the common Enemies of Man- 
kind; whofe Intereft it is to root us out like 
Wolves, and other mifchievous Vermin, againft 
which no fair Play is required. 

If I have done Service to Men in what I have 
faid, I fhall hope I have done Service to God; and 
that will be better than a filly Speech made for me 
full of Whining and Cantingj which I utterly de- 
fpife, and have never been uled to ; yet fuch a one 
I expeft to have my Ears tormented with, as I am 
palfing along the Streets. 

Good People fare ye well; bad as I am, I 
leave many worfe behind me. I hope you fhall fee 
me die like a Man, the Death of a Dog. 




To 
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To the 

Dodor Swift, D. S. P. D. 

With a Prefent of a P aber-Book^ fine- 
ly bound, on his Birth-Day, No- 
vember 30, 1732. 



By the Right Hon. John Earl of Orrery. 

TO thee, dear Swift, thefe fpbtlefs Leaves I 
fend; 

Small is the Prefent, but fincere the Friend. 

Think not fo poor a Book below thy Care, 

Who knows the Price that thou can'ft make it bear ? 

Tho' tawdry now, and like fyrilla's Face, 

The fpecious Front fhines out with borrow 'd Grace : 

Tho' Pafte-boards glitt'ring like a tinfel'd Coat, 

A Rafa Tabula within denote ; 

Yet if a venal and corrupted Age, 

And modern Vices, fhou'd provoke thy Rage ; 

If warn d once more by their impending Fate, 

A finking Country, and an injured State, 

Thy great Afijftance fhou'd again demand, 

And call forth Reafon to defend the Land ; 

llten 
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Then (hall we view thefe Sheets with glad SurprW f 
Infpir'd with Thought, and fpeaking to our Eyes : 
Each vacant Space fhall then, enrich'd, difpenee 
True Force of Eloquence, and nervous Senfe ; 
Inform the Judgment, animate the Heart, 
And facred Rules of Policy imparr. 
The fpangled Cov ring, bright with fplendid Oar, 
Shall cheat the Sight with empty Show no more ; 
But lead us inward to thofe golden Mines, 
Where all thy Soul in native Luftre Ihines. 
So when the Eye furveys fome lovely Fair, 
With Bloom of Beauty grac'd, with Shape and Air, 
How is the Rapture heighten'd, when we find 
Her Form excelFd by her Celeftial Mind. 




Verfes left with a Silver Standifh> on 
the Dean of St. Patrick'/ Desk y on 
his Birth-Day. 

HITHER from Mexico I came, 
To ferve a proud Iernian Dame. 
Was long fubmitted to her Will, 
At length fhe loft me at Quadrille. 
Thro' various Shapes I often pafs*d, 
Still hoping to have Reft at laft ; 
And ftill ambitious to obtain 
Admittance to the Patriot Dean. 

And 
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And fometimes got within his Door, 
tBut foon turn'd out to ferve the Poor: 
Nor ftroJing Idlenefs to aid, 
But honeft Induftry, decay'd. 
At length an Artift purchased me, 
And wrought me to the Shape you fee. 
This done, to Hermes I apply 'd : 

• O Hermes gratify my Pride ; 

• Be it my Fate to (erve a Sage, 

• The greateft Genius of his Age : 

4 That matchlefs Pen let me fupply, 
' Whofe living Lines will never die. 

I grant your Suit, the God reply 'd, 
And here he left me to refide. 

. fc — 

Verfes written by Dr. SWIFT. 

A Paper Book is fent by Boyk y 
Too neatly guilt for me to foil. 
Delany fends a Silver Standifli, 
When I no more a Pen can brandifo. 
Let both around my Tomb be plac'd, 
As Trophies of a Mufc deceas'd : 
And let the friendly Lines they writ 
In praife of long departed Wit, 
Be grav'd on either Side in Columns, 
More to my Pnufe than all my Volumes ; 
To burft with Envy, Spite, and Rage, 
The Vandals of the prefent Age. 

f Alluding to 500 /. a Teat lent by the Dtan, wtbn* Inst- 
refi t f poor tradefmen. 

FINIS. 

- 
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fib*/* ffarJb wrs printed off, upon examining 
the I oetical Volume, we found the following 
Poem omitted, which we have thought proper to 
infert here. 



PROMETHEUS- 



O N 



i 



Wood the Patentee's Irijh Halfpence. 

t 

AS, when the 'Squire and Tinker, Wood* 
Gravely confulting Ireland's Good, 
Together mingl'd in a Mafs ■ 
Smith's Duft, and Copper, Lead and Brafsj 
The Mixture thus by Chymick Art 
United clofe in cv'ry Part, 
In Fillets roll'd, pr cut in Pieces, 
Appear'd like one continued Species ; 
And by the forming Engine ftruck, 

On all the fame Imprejfson ftuck. 

Vol. IV. C c So 
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So, to confound this bated Coin, 
All Parties and Religion* join ; 
J/Vbigs, Tories, trimmers, Hanoverian*, 
Quakers, Conformijls, Presbyterians, 
fyotcb, Irijb, Engli/b, French, unite 
With equal Infrejt, equal Spigbt ; 
Together mingled in a Lump, 
Do all in one Opinion jump ; 
^nd evry one begins to find 
^he fame Imprejfion on his Mind. 

A strange Event ! whom Go# incite*, 
To Blood and Quarrel*, Brafs unites : 
3p Goldfmiths fay, the coarfeft Stuff 
Will ferve for Solder well enough : 
80, by the Kettle's loud Alartn, 
The Bees are gather'd to a Swarm : 
So, by the Brazen Trumpet's Blufter, 
Troopi of al| Tongues and Nations mufter : 
fad fo the Harp of Ireland brings 
L W^ole Crowds about its fjr^zetf Stringi 

ir. 

There is a Ch^tn let down from Jove, 
puf fattened to his Tyrone aboye ; 
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60 ftrong, that from the lower End, 
They fry* all human Things depend : 
This Chain, as antienp Poets hold, 
When Jw was ysoung, was made of Gold* 
Prpmetbeus once this Chain puripia 
Diffolv'd, and into Money coia d 1 
Then whips me on a 
( * . ftfttff was hrifc'd to let it it pals.) 

Now ? while this brazen Chain prevail**!* 
Jove faw that all Devotion faii'd 3 
No Tpraple to his Godihip rais'd ; 
Nq Sacrifice on Altars blaa'd ; 
In Ihorc, fuch dire Condon follbw'd, 
Earth mud have been in Chaos fwalfowU 
Jove flood ama* d, but looking round, 
W^th much ado the Cheat \ie found ; 
'Twas plain he coujd no longer hold 
The Wor|d in any Chain but QoUy 
And to the God of Wealth, his Brot}igr ? 
Sent Mercury, to get another. 

Pronfttbem 00 * R.ock wwliud. 

Ty'd with the Chwi himfelf had oudV; 
_____ Otj 

* 4*rwl £«^«4i «f*rwi * fcq**f!» Wood. 
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On Icy Caucafus to driver, 
- While Vultures eat his growing Liver. 

IV. 

- 

Ye P6w'rs of Grub'ftreet, make me able, 
toifcreetly to apply this Fable, 
Say, who is to be under/food 
By that old Thief Prometheus ? Wood. 
For Jove, it is hot hard to guefs him, 
I mean His M — y, God blefs Him. 
This T^ief and Blackfmith was fo bold, 
He ftrove to fteal that Chain of Gold 
Which links the Subje& to the King ; 
And change it for a Brazen String. 

But fure, if nothing elfe muft pafs 

• . * . < „...( 

Between the King and us but Brafs, » 

■ ...••» • 

Although the Chain will never crack, 
Yet our Devotion may grow Hack. 

But Jove will foon convert, I hope, 
This brazeri Chain into a Rope ; 
With which Prometheus ftiall be ty'd, 
And high in Air for everride ; 
Where, if we find his Liver grovitf, 
For want of Vultures we have Crows. 

FINIS. 
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